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L  E  T  T  E 


FROM     THE 


€ummiMinnt 


OF      THE 


CITY  of  WASHINGTON, 


TO     THE 


PRESIDENT  of  the  UNITED  STATES, 

WITH      AN     ACCOUNT     OF     THE     PRESENT     STATE    OB 
THE    PUBLIC     BUILDINGS     IN     THAT    CITY. 


Accompanying  a  MefTage  from  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States,  received  the  5th  December,  1799. 


f '  Puhlifhed  by   order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives~\ 
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ADA^IS  l.4o,7 


L  E  T  T  E 


WaJJiingion, '  2 1/2  November ,  1 799. 

Sir, 

THE  period  at  which  the  government  of  the  United 
States  is  to  be  transferred  to  its  permanent  feat, 
being  near  at  hand,  and  only  one  feffion  of  Congrefs  to 
be  held  previous  to  that  event,  we  have  deemed  it  pro- 
per to  report  to  the  Prefident,  the  fltate  of  the  Federal 
feat,  as  well  with  refpecl:  to  the  public  buildings  as  the 
profpecl  of  accomodation  for  the  members  of  Congrefs 
and  others,  who  muft  follow  the  government,  that  if 
he  think  it  expedient  to  make  any  communication  to 
Congrefs  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion,  on  that  fubje£t, 
he  may  be  poffeffed  of  the  documents. 

The  prefent  ftate  of  the  buildings  and  the  means 
which  the  commiffioners  poffefs  towards  completing 
them,  appear  from  the  enclofures,  viz.  Reports  of 
the  fuperintendent  of  the  ftate  of  each  building  A — ac- 
count of  receipts  and  expenditures  from  18th  May,  to 
18th  November,  1799 — B — ftate  of  the  funds  18th 
November,  1799 — C — Eftimate  of  the  expenfe  of  fi- 
nifhing  the  Prefidents  houfe,  D — From  thefe  docu- 
ments it  appears,  that  the  houfe  for  the  accommodation 
of  Congrefs  is  nearly  finifhed — One  of  the  executive 
offices  is  in  great  forwardnefs  and  is  by  contract  to  be 
finifhed  before  the  firft  day  of  July  next — the  other  is 
commenced  and  confiderably  advanced,  under  a  con- 
trail to  be  finifhed  before  the  firft  day  of  November 
1800 — From  theprogrefs  hitherto  made  and  the  indus- 
try and  attention  of  the  undertaker,  we  have  full  con- 


fidence  that  both  thefe  contracts  will  be  complied  with. 
The  President's  houfe  may  be  finifhed   for  thirty-two 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars   and  hfty-fe- 
ven  cents — The  funds  are  much  more  than  fufhcient  for 
all  thefe  objects,   could  the  debts  be  collected;  but  the 
impoffibility  of  enforcing  the  payment  of  thefe  debts  in 
feafon,  has  induced  us  for  fbrnetime  paft,  to    fulpend 
the  works  on  the    Prefidents  houfe  and  to  confine  our 
exertions  to  the  houfes  neceffary  for  Congrefs,  and  the 
executive  offices,   believing  that  a  good  private  houfe 
in  a  convenient  tituation,  may  be  provided  for  the  Pre- 
fident  until  funds  come  into  the  hands  of  the   commis- 
fioners  to  enable  them  to  fmifh  the  houfe  intended  for 
his    permanent    relidence,  or     Congrefs    take    order 

therein. 

The  number  and  dimenhons  of  the  rooms  in  the  ca- 
pital are.ftated  in  the  Superintendants  report,  to  enable 
Congrefs  to  judge  of  the  fums  neceffary  to  appropriate 
for  furnifhing  them.  Should  we  be  more  fortunate 
than  we  expect  in  the  collection  of  debts,  or  by  any  other 
means,  during  the  enfuing  feffion  of  Congreis,  obtain 
a  fufhcient  fum  to  enable  us  to  finifh  the  Prefidents 
houfe,  we  ihall  tranfmit  a  (imilar  report  with  regard  to 
the  rooms  therein. 

We  have  the  pleafure  to  obferve,  from  the  number 
of  houfes  aheady  built  or  commenced  near  the  capitol, 
and  the  preparations  made  by  opulent  men  for  building 
early  in  next  feafon,  that  there  is  no  doubt  of  fufhcient 
accommodation  for  the  members  of  Congrefs  in  that  vi- 
cinity. 

George-Town  and  the  houfes  built  or  commenced 
near  the  Prefident's  houfe,  and  between  thofe  two 
places,  will  accomodate  all  whofe  bufinefsmay  connect 
them  with  the  executive  offices. — We  therefore  flatter 
curfelves  that  no  difficulty  will  reft  on  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  the  government  with  regard  to  the  practica- 
bility of  carrying  the  law  for  errablithing  the  permanent 
feat  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  into  effect,  and 


9toOUltt  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  by  the 

Wajllington,  DiftriB  of  Columbia,  from  lite  eighteenth 


(B) 


Jioners  of  the  Federal  Buildings  in  the  City 

day  of  May,  1799,  to  Iki  eighteenth  day  of  November,  1799. 


f    Cr. 


RECEIPTS  FOR 
Lois  fold  prior  to  the  aft  of  CongreTs,  authorizin 
a  loan  for  the  ufe  of  the  city  of  Wafhington    - 
Lots  fold  fincc  the  faid  act  of  Congrefs 

Six  per  cent  flock  of  the  United  States,  borrowed  c 

the  State  of  Maryland,  fold 
Intereft  on    faid  Itock 

Loan  from  the  United  Stales 

Materials  not  wanted  or  unfit  for  ufe  on  thepubli 

buildings,  fold  - 

Advance  heretofore  made  to  Wm.  Drakins,  junioi 

on  a  contract  for  the  delivery  of  pork,  which  pork 

has  not  been  delivered 
Rent  of  temporary  buildings 
Rent  of  a  parcel  of  public  ground  for  a  fifhery     - 
Engraved  plans  of  the  city  of  Walhington,  fold    - 


Cadi  in  the  commiffion 
May  1 799 


hands 


tihe  i8ihdayor 


20,083  76 
3.446  70 


Dollar: 
(Errors  Excepted.) 

U'///;m/;/ .'.:,  2cth  November  1799. 


830 

64,884 


EXPENDITURES  ON— 
CAPITOL— For  wages  to  the  fuperintende 

tificers,  and  labourers 
Timber,  plank,  fcantling  and  laths 
Window-glafs  and  hardware  on  account 

Fifh 

Ironmongery  and  blackfmilhs  work 
Hauling  lundry  materials 
Freight  and  florage  of  ditto 

Nails 

Grinding  plaiflev  of  Paris 

Pump  and  repairing  it 

Guard  - 

A  boiler  for  plainer  of  Paris 

Sundry  fmall  incidental  articles 

PRESIDENT'S  HOUSE— For  painting 


Hauling  materials  - 

TREASURY  OFFICE— Paid  on  account  to  the 

itractor  for  building  it 
Salary  to  the  fuperintendent 
Plan  and  eBimate,  wiih  a  bill  of  particulars 
Digging  drain  - 

WAR  OFFICE— Paid  on  account  to  the  con- 
tractor  for  building  it  -  - 

Digging  a  drain  and  a  part  of  the  foundation  not  in 
eluded  in  the  contract  for  building  the  office     - 

Well  and  pump  - 

COMMISSIONERS  OFFICE— For  commiffi 
:rs  and  clerks  falaries  and  a  fervant's  wages  - 
SURVEYING  DEPARTMENT— For  Purvey 

CITY  OF  WASHINGTON— For  falary  of 

principal  overfeer 
Travelling  expences  of  perfons  on  public  bufinefs 
Advertifements  and  other  cxpenc 

faleoflolsatauflion 
Attorneys  fees  and  other  cods  offu 
Poltage 
Difcounts 
Recording  fquares 
Atls  of  the  Aflembly  of  Maryland 
Enclofing  ground  for  a  grave  y.ud 


;ending  the 

.1<'j'cia1h'^ 


64,884    55|| 


HOSPITAL  FOR  SICK  LABOURERS— Paid 

for  por'  wine  heretofore  ufed 
GROUND  APPROPRIATED  TO  PUBLIC 

USE — Paid  the  original  proprietors  thereof    - 
BANK  OF  ALEXANDRIA— For  the  like  fum 

heretofore  borrowed 
STATE    OF    MARYLAND— For  intereft    on 

(lock  borrowed  of  laid  itate 
Cafh  in  the  commidioners  hands  on  the  1 8th  day  of 

November  1799.  - 

Dollars 
THOMAS  MUNROE,  Clerk  Comn, 


»73  50 
63  47 


4,006  4 
233  33 


6,2.9 
1,226 


7,640  70 

3>649  45 

789  78 


89 
1.978  43 


(B) 

tfateUtettt  of  the  Funds  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Federal  Buildings  in  the 

City  of Wajliington,   18th  November  1799. 


Amount  of 

Amount  of 

Amount  of 

Amount  of 

lotal  amount 

FUNDS. 

principal 
noio  due. 

principal 
becoming 

principal 
becoming 

principal 
becoming 

of  principal. 

due  1799. 

due  1800. 

due  1801. 

Dels.   Cts. 

Dols.   Cts. 

Dols.   Cts. 

Dols.   Cts. 

Dols.  Cts. 

Sales  of  lots  prior  to  the  aft  of  Congrefs  autho 

rizing  a  loan  for  the  ufe  of  the  City  of  Wafli- 

ington. 

171,563   27 

68,571  4* 

240,134  69 

Sales  of  lots  fince  the  faid  aft  of  Congrefs, 

3,621    15 

286   66 

14,540  87 

2,568  43 

21,017   2I 

Net  fix  per  cent,  flock  of  the  United  States, 
Bond  of  the  purchafers  of  a  parcel  of  ground  ad- 

- 

- 

- 

H.953  r- 

joining  the  caufeway  between  Potomack  river 

and  Rock  creek,  which  ground  was  ceded  for 
the  ufe  of  the  city  of  Wafhington  in  confidera- 

tion  of  the  late  board  of  commiffioners  agreeing 

to  make  faid  caufeway,  and  to  erecT:  a  ftone 

bridge  over  faid  creek, 

5.545  59 

- 

- 

- 

5»545  59 

Notes  of  hand  for  balances  due  from  fundry  con- 

tractors for  materials   and  provifions  which 

were  not  delivered, 

359  04 

- 

- 

- 

359  °4 

Cam  in  the  hands  of  the  Commiffioners, 

i.374  3i 

(Errors  excepted.) 

181,089  °5 

286  66 

83,112  29 

1   ,568    43 

283,384  46 

WASHINGTON,  20th  November,  1799.. 

THOMAS  MUNROE,  Clerk  Comm'rs. 


that  when  the  removal  fhall  take  place  they  will  be  per- 
fectly iatished  with  the  iituation. 

We  are  with  the  higheft  refpecl, 

S- 1  R3 

Your  mod  obedient  fervants, 

WILLIAM  THORNTON. 

ALEXANDER  WHITE. 

Prefident  of  the  United  States. 


A 

Report  of  James  Iloban,  Surveyor  of  the  Treafury  and 

War  offices,  of  the  progrefs  of  thofe  buildings  from  the 

iSth  of  May  to  the  ldth  of  November,   1  799. 

THE  walls  of  the  treafury  oSce  are  all  carried  up 
to  their  full  height,  and  the  building  is  roofed  ;  the  gut- 
ters are  all  laid  and  leaded;  the  roof  painted  one  coat; 
the  entablature  is  painied  three  coats  and  (anded,  and 
painted  over  the  fanding. 

The  window  frames  and  fafhes  are  all  in  the  build- 
ing; the  jamb-cafingsand  grounds  are  all  put  up  in  the 
principal  ftory  ;  the  floor  is  laid  in  the  garret  ftory,  and 
all  the  cafings  put  up,  and  the  Counter-flooring  is  done 
in  the  two  principal  ftories. 

Thefirft  coat  of  plaiftering  is  putting  on  the  garret 
and  fecond  ftory. 

The  flooring  plank  is  provided,  and  on  the  fpot,  pre- 
paring. 

Two  drains  arched  are  nearly  finifhed,  to  convey  the 
water  from  the  treafury  and  war  oinees. 


War  Office. 

The  foundation  and  bafement  ftory  walls  are  all  up, 
and  the  work  to  the  level  of  the  ftreet.      x  he  iree-itone 


is  nearly  all  cut,  and  the  fettingof  the  free-ftone  is  com- 
menced. About  three  hundred  thoufand  of  the  bricks 
are  burned,  and  the  remainder  of  the  bricks  are  nearly 
all  moulded.  The  principal  part  of  the  inch  and  inch 
and  a  quarter  plank  is  on  the  fpot,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  plank  and  fcantling  contracted  for :  fand  fufficient 
for  the  whole  building  is  on  the  fpot. 

(Signed)  JAMES  HOBAN. 


D       .      i 

Report  of    James  Hohan>  fuperintendent  of  the  Pre- 
sidents Houfe,  of  the  Jlate  of  that  building  the  18th  day 
of  November  1799. 

All  the  external  and  internal  done  and  brick  work  of 
that  building  is  up — the  flating  and  gutters  finifhed, 
and  lightning  rods  put  up. — 

All  the  window  frames  are  made,  and  fames  ready 
to  put  up  with  the  trimmings,  as  backs,  elbows,  mut- 
ters and  grounds — All  the  doors  are  made  and  are  ready 
for  fitting — Three   fourths  of  the  plank  for  the   whole 

building  is  prepared  and  ready  to  lay. 

All  the  work  of  the  bafement  ftory  is  ready  to  be  put 
up,  as  grounds,  architraves,  bafe  and  fkirting,  fub-bafe 
and  capping,  with  doors,  jambs,  frames,  failles  and  mut- 
ters.  

By  an  accurate  eftimate  I  have  made,  including 
labour  and  all  materials,  the  Prefidents  houfe  can  be 
completely  finifhed  for  thirty  two  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars  and  fifty  feven  cents. 

(Signed)  JAMES  HOBAN. 

The  above  is  the  aggregate  of  the  eftimate:  ] 
the  detail  is  fuppofed  unnecefiary.  f 


Report  of  James  Hoban,  fuperintendent  of  the  capitol,  of 

the  Jlate  of  thai  building  on  the  1  %th  day  of  November 

1799,    and  the  progrefs  made  Jince  the  18th  day  of 

May  1799. 

All  the  external  and  internal  ftone  and  brick  work 
of  the  north  wing  of  the  capitol,  is  carried  up  to  the  full 
height — The  chimnies  arefinifhed  andlighjning-rods  put 
up  and  fixed — The  gutters  to  roof,  ciftern  and  ceffpools 
are  all  leaded — The  roof  painted  three  coats  and  fanded, 
and  painted  over  the  fanding. 

The  Senate  chamber  86  by  48  feet,  and  41  feet  high, 
with  its  lobby  and  gallery,  are  floored — The  door  ways 
are  trimmed  with  framed  jamb-linings,  foffits  and  archi- 
traves— the  windows  ftraight  and  circular  are  trimmed 
with  backs,  elbows,  foffits  and  architraves — The  fames 
are  fitted  to  run  double,  with  brafs  pullies,  metal 
(hieves  and  patent  faftnings-— The  arcade  piers  on  a 
femi-eliptic  plan,  are  trimmed  with  pannelled  work, 
and  the  columns  raifed  on  the  arcade,  fixteen  in  number, 
with  two  femi-pilafters  to  correfpond,  of  the  antient 
Ionic  order,  two  feet  three  inches  diameter — The 
entablature  is  finiflied  with  ftucco  ornaments,  and  the 
walls  and  ceiling  fmifhed,  two  coats  of  mortar  floated, 
and  one  coat  of  ftucco. 

The  gallery  feats  are  framing  to  form  an  amphitheatre 
one  hundred  and  ten  feet  in  circumference. 

The  Reprefentatives  chamber  86  by  35  feet,  and  36 
feet  high,  with  its  galleries  floored — The  door  ways 
trimmed  with  framed  jambs,  foffits  and  architraves — 
The  windows  ftraight  and  circular,  with  backs,  elbows, 
foffits,  pilafters  and  architraves — The  fafhes  fitted  to 
run  double,  with  brafs  pullies,  metal  fhieves  and  patent 
faftnings — The  front  to  the  galleries  is  finifhed — Thebafe, 
and  plinth,  fub-bafe  and  cappings  are  all  up,  and  the 
whole  wood  work  painted  one  coat. 

The  cornice,  walls,  cove  and  ceiling  are  done  in 
ftucco  finifhing. 

Committee  room  No.  1.  30  by  24  feet,  and  18  feet  high. 
Committee  room  No,  2.  30  by  35  feet,  and  18  feet  high. 


8 

Committee  room  No.  3.22  by  35  feet,  and  18  feet  high. 
Commute  room  No.  4.  31  by  35  feet,  and  18  feet  high. 
Committee  room  No.  5,  21  by  40  feet,  and  2  1  feet  high. 
All  floored;  the  door-ways  and  windows  trimmed;  the 
fafhes  ail  fitted  to  run  double;  the  walls  and  ceilings 
finiihed  ar>d  cornices  done  in  ftucco  ornament :  the 
wood  woi  k,  as  architraves,  bafe  and  plinth,  fub-bafe 
and  flkiriing  painted  one  coat. 

North  hall  21  by  45  Feet,  and  18  feethigh,  femi-eliptic. 
Eafi  hall  22  by  34  feet,  and  18  feet  high,  are  floored; 
the  rionrs  and  windows  trimmed  ;  the  fafhes  fitted  to  run 
double-  the  wood  work  painted  one  coat;  the  walls 
and  ceijijig  plaftered,  two  coats  of  mortar,  floated,  and 
one  coat  of  ftucco ;  the  cornices  are  finiihed  with  flucco 
Ornaments. 


Office  for  the  Clerk  to  the  S 


enate. 


No.  1.  22  by  34  feet — 21  feci  high. 
No.  2.  22  by  34  feet — 14  feet  high. 
The  doors  and  windows  are  trimmed  with  jambs  and 
foffks,  backs  and  elbows — No.  1,  is  plaftered,  both 
walls,  and  ceiling,  and  the  cornice  finifhed  in  ftucco — 
No.  2,  is  floored  and  the  trimming  up  for  plaiftering — 
all  the  fa  flies  are  fitted  to  run  double,  with  pullies. 
fhieves  and  faftnings. 


Office  of  Clerk  to  the  Reprefentaii 


ves. 


No.   1.  30  by  24  feet,  and  21   feet  high. 
No.  2.   30  by  24  feet,  and   14  feet  high. 

The  floors  are  laid  and  trimmings  up  to  doors  and 
window. — the  fa  flies  fitted  to'run  double,  the  plaiftering 
of  No.  1,  is  finifhed,  and  the  trimmings  painted  one 
coat. 

Principal  flair  cafe,  on  an  eliptical  plan,  36  by  45 
feet,  and  fifty  fix  feet  high,  receiving  light  from  the 
top. — The  door-ways  are  all  trimmed  with  framed 
jambs,  gromeds  and    foffits — The  lantern  is  finiflied — 


9 

The  fteps  prepared  geometrically,  and  ready  to  put 
up. — The  plaiftering  to  cove  and  walls  is  done,  two- 
coats  of  mortar  floated,  and  one  of  ftucco. — The  cor- 
nice and  gollochi  finifhed  in  ftucco  ornament — Back 
ftair-cafe  loby  24  feet,  lighted  from  the  top,  is  floor- 
ed, the  lantern  finifhed,  the  platforms  and  quarter 
paces  are  up,  and  the  fteps  ready  to  put  up ;  the 
walls  have  been  plaiftered  one  coat. 

Stair-cafe  leading  to  the  clerks  office  and  roof  cir- 
cular, twelve  feet  diameter,  is  partitioned  and  lafhed  ; 
the  landings  are  floored,  and  fleps  preparing  to  put  up. 
Clerks  office  80  feet,  by  48  feet  and  fourteen  feet 
high;  the  floor  is  laid,  the  windows  and  doors  are  trim- 
med, and  the  ceiling  is  plaiftered.  Chamber  in  attic 
ftory  21  by  40,  is  floored,  doors  and  windows  trim- 
med and  fafhes  finifhed  and  fitted. 

Anti-chamber  to  Senate,  22  by  38  feet,  and  18  feet 
high, — The  door-ways  are  all  trimmed  with  framed 
jambs  and  foffits,  which,  with  the  anti-chamber  to  the 
houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  receives  light  from  the  top, 
and  is  22  by  38feet,  and  is  36  feet  high — The  lantern 
is  finifhed— The  trimmings  to  all  the  doors  are  up  and 
painted  one  coat,  as  framed  jambs  and  foffits — the  ceil- 
ing, cove,  and  cornice  is  finifhed  in  ftucco. 

The  fuperintendent  further  reports,  that  the  carpen- 
ters and  joiners  now  employed  at  the  capitol,  would  ti- 
nifh  that  building  completely  by  the  firft  day  of  Februa- 
ry 1800  ;  but,  as  the  work  is  coming  to  a  finifh,  not 
more  than  half  the  hands  can  be  employed  after  the  firft 
of  January  next. — Alfo,  that  the  plaifterers  now  emplo- 
ed,  can  finnifh  the  work  to  be  done  in  three  weeks 
from  this  day. 

(Signed)  JAMES  HOBAN. 

Wq/hington,  November  tith9  1799. 


message' 

FROM     THE 

PRESIDENT  of  the  UNITED  STATES, 

TRANSMITTING 

CERTAIN  DOCUMENTS  on  the  SUBJECTS 

OF     THE 

Insurrection  in  Pennsylvania  ; 

THE 

Renewal    of    Commerce 

WITH 

ST.    DOMINGOj 

AND     THE 

Mission  to  France. 


gth  December,   1799. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


[Pub  lifted  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefcntatives~] 


S  S  A  G  E.- 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

JL  TRANSMIT  to  Congrefs,  certain  documents  which 
have  relation  to  the  communications  made  on  Tuef- 
day,  on  the  fubjed  of  the  Infurre&ion  of  Pennfylvania, 
the  renewal  of  commerce  with  St.  Domingo,  and  the 
Miflion  to  the  French  Republic* 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  States,         \ 
December  $th,  1 799.  J 


REPORT. 


Letter  /row  ^  Dijlrift  Judge  of  Pennfylvania. 

Philadelphia^  March  nth,   1799. 
S    1    R, 

I  CANNOT  longer  omit  tranfmitting  to  you  fome  do- 
cuments which  are  enclofed,  {hewing  that  a  daring 
combination  and  treasonable  oppofition  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  has  recently  been  brought  to  a  crifis 
in  Northampton  County,  in  this  Diftricl.  I  had  fome- 
time  ago  irTued  my  warrants  againft  fundry  offenders  in 
that  county,  who  had  been  charged  on  oath  with  mifde- 
meanorsin  entering  into  unlawful  combinations  to  refill 
the  law  commonly  called  the  houfe,  tax  law  and  render- 
ing it  unfafe  for  the  officers  appointed  under  that  a£l  to 
perform  their  duties.  The  marfhal  endeavored  to  ex- 
ecute my  warrants,  and  had  proceeded  in  the  bufinefs  as 
far  as  is  related  in  the  papers  enclofed.  The  refult  may 
be  gathered  from  thefe  papers.  But  I  have  directed 
the  marfhal  to  make  a  more  accurate  flatement,  which, 
with  other  proofs  I  dailey  expecl,  I  will  tranfmit.  I 
fhall  proceed  when  furnifhed  with  the  neceffary  tefti- 
mony  to  iffue  warrants  againft  thofe  who  took  up  arms 
and  refcued  the  prifoners.  But  I  fear  the  procefs  can- 
not be  executed  without  a  military  force  :  this  at  lead 
feems  to  be  probable  from  the  opinions  given  in  the  en- 
clofed papers,  and  from  the  fads  therein  fiated.  The 
fame  fpirit  exifts  in  fome  parts  of  Montgomery  and 
Bucks  counties,  thought  it  has  not  yet  arrived  to  the 
violent   extreme    exhibited  in  Northampton.     I  fhall 


iffue  a  number  of  warrants  againft  offenders  in  thofe  lat- 
ter counties  forthwith;  and  if  any  refiftance  mould 
there  happen,  I  will  duly  inform  you,  that  you  may  lay 
the  information  before  the  Prefident,  to  whom  I  pray 
you  to  tranfmit  that  herein  given. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

very  refpeclfuily, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

Judge  of  the  Pennfylvania  diflriB  of  the  United  States. 

Colonel  Timothy  Pickering,    "1 
Secretary  of  State.  j 


Report  of  the  Marflial  of  the  Diflricl  of  Pennfylvania. 

Philadelphia,  iith"Ma?xh,  1799. 

S    1    R, 

,N  the  20th  of  February  laft,  the  Honorable  Rich- 
ard Peters  Efquire,  iffued  warrants  againft  fun- 
dry  perfons,  refiding  in  the  county  of  Northampton, 
who  had  given  oppofition  to  the  execution  of  the  law  of 
the  United  States,  laying  a  tax  on  lands  and  houfes, 
and  a  number  of  fubpcenas  for  witneffes  there,  and  in 
the  county  of  Montgomery.  The  writs  were  put  into 
my  hands  on  the  23d.  Of  the  26th,  I  fet  out,  and  got 
to  Norri (town  that  night:  On  the  next  morning  (the 
27th)  I  fet  out  from  thence,  and  on  that  day  ferved  all 
my  fubpcenas  in  Montgomery,  and  on  the  28th  got  to 
Emaus  in  Northampton  county.  I  was  informed  there 
that  an  exprefs  had  arrived  from  Philadelphia  with  dif- 
patches  informing  them  of  my  bufinefs,  which  created 
fome  alarm  amongft  the  people  in  oppofition  in  Millers- 
town    and  its  vicinity.     A  meeting  of  a  troop  of  horfe 


was  called  there  of  which  a  Mr.  Jarrett,  a  Juftice  of 
the  peace  was  the  Captain.  Meffengers  were  fent  to 
fundry  places  for  purpofes  of  which  I  was  unacquainted. 
Next  day  I  proceeded  to  Nazareth,  faw  Judge  Henry, 
and  Mr.  Eyerly,  and  on  Saturday  morning  the  2d  in- 
ftant, Mr.  Eyerly  and  I  rode  into  Leheigh  Townfhip, 
where  I  arrefted  eleven  perfons,  and  on  the  next  day 
took  fecurity  from  them  that  they  would  appear  at 
Bethlehem  at  the  public  inn  on  Thurfday  morning  the 
7th  inftant,  to  march  with  me  to  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, there  to  enter  into  recognizance  to  appear  at  the 
next  circuit  court  to  anfwer  &c,  five  others  came  in 
and  figned  the  obligation.  This  being  accomplished, 
we  came  to  Bethlehem,  fetout  for  Macungy  Townfhip 
in  company  with  Colonel  Stephen  Balliot.  We  lodged 
that  night  at  Emaus;  next  morning  the  fifth  inftant,  we 
fetout  for  Millerftown,  on  our  way  1  flopped  at  the 
houfe  of  George  Seider  to'  ferve  a  fubpcena  on  him  as  a 
witnefs  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  His  wife 
came  to  the  door;  on  being  afked  for  her  hufband  fhe 
abufed  me  and  tjie  gentlemen  with  me.  He  came  to 
the  door  (with  a  club  in  his  hand  of  green  oak  which 
feemed  to  have  been  procured  for  the  occafion)  and 
called  us  every  abufive  name  the  German  language  can 
afford,  refufing  at  the  fame  time  the  fubpcena;  I  gave 
it  into  the  hands  of  a  perfon  prefent,  who  afterward  gave 
it  to  him,  and  rode  on.  When  we  got  near  Millers- 
town,  we  obferved  people  affembling  from  all  quarters; 
in  fomeinflances  two  men  riding  on  one  horfe.  This, 
from  the  conduct  of  Seider,  led  to  a  belief  that  an  op- 
pofition  was  intended  to  be  made  to  the  arrefting  of  any 
of  the  offenders  againft  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in 
that  place.  We  left  ourhorfes  at  Mr.  Bufkirk's  (a  Ger- 
man clergyman  near  the  town)  and  walked  in.  We 
went  firft  to  the  houfe  of  George  Schaffer  one  of  the 
worft  offenders :  We  were  there  informed  that  he  had 
gone  the  day  before  to  Philadelphia.  We  then  went  to 
the  houfe  of  Henry  Shankweiller,  where  we  found  up- 
wards of  fifty  men  (chiefly  armed  with  clubs)  prepared 


to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  law.  Shankweiller  was 
fhewn  to  me;  as  I  advanced  towards  him  he  retreated 
into  the  midft  of  the  crowd.  I  however  arretted  him; 
he  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  arreft;  the  mob  fwore  that 
before  he  mould  be  taken,  they  would  to  a  man  fight 
till  they  died — that  he  fhould  not  fubmit — he  fwore  he 
never  would — he  would  die  firft.  I  explained  to  them 
the  confequence  of  refitting — he  fwore  he  did  not  care 
if  it  coft  him  his  life  and  all  his  property,  even  to  the 
deftrucuon  of  his  family — he  would  not.  Upon  which 
Jacob  and  Daniel  SchafFer,  brothers  of  the  aforenamed 
Henry  SchafFer,  a  young  man  of  the  name  of  Schwartz, 
who  tore  the  cockade  from  Colonel  Baliiot's  hat,  and 
many  others  whom  I  did  not  know,  nor  could  find  any 
perfon  who  would  furnifh  me  with  their  names,  rufljed 
on  in  the  molt  violent  torrent  of  abufe,  threatening  ven- 
geance particularly  againft  Eyerly  and  Balliot,  calling, 
to  each  other  ftrike  !  itrike  !  all  defirous  that  fome  one 
might  begin  the  affray.  I  defired  Shankweiller  'tt>  quiet 
thofe  people,  to  keep  them  off.  He  defired  them  not 
to  hurt  the  marfhal;  but  Eyerly  and*  Balliot,;  Jie  .fa«L 
were  damned  rafeals,  I  informed  him  and  nHWljpIe 
that  thofe  gentlemen  were  under  my  proteclioWypT  I 
would  protect  them,  and  mowed  fome  little  rgfolution 
which  feemed  to  ftrike  terror  into  them;  upoTi  which 
they  gave  way  and  the  gentlemen  got  out  of  the  houfe. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  if  one  fingle  blow  had  been  flruck, 
the  whole  of  the  rafcals  would  have  fallen  on,  and  we 
three  mould  have  been  killed.  Shankweiller  however, 
before  I  left' him,  promifed  to  meet  me  on  Thurfday 
morning  at  Bethlehem,  but  without  a  promife  of  fub- 
miffion.  We  went  from  thence  to  Jeremiah  Treelers, 
lodged  there  that  night.  Next  morning  I  hired  a  con- 
flab  I  e  to  go  with,  and  fhow  me  the  perfons  of  Daniel 
Harvey,  Adam  Stephen  and  Herman  Hortman  whom. 
I  arretted  and  obtained  their  promife  to  meet  me  on  the 
morning  after  at  Bethlehem.  Hortman  was  infolent, 
difputed  my  authority,  but  fubmitted.  I  returned  to 
Trexlers,  was  there  informed  that  a  refcue  of  the  pri- 


LETTER 

FROM 
THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

Tranfmitting  copies  of  two  letters  from  the 

Commijjioners  of  the  City  of  Wajhington, 

WITH    SUNDRY 

DOCUMENTS, 

Marked  from  No.  i  to  10,  inclufively, 

EXHIBITING    A    VIEW    OF    THE 

Receipts  and  Expenditures 

OF    ALL 

MONIES  ENTRUSTED  TO  THEM, 

And  of  the  progrefs  and  ftate  of  the  bufinefs  and  funds  under  their 
adminiflration, 

From  the  18th  of  November  1798,   to  the  *8th  of 
November  1799. 


§th  December,   1799, 
ORDERED,  TO  LIE  ON  THE  TABLE, 


Printed    by  W.  Rofs,   in  Locuft- Street,  between  Walnut 
and  Spruce. 


(    3    ) 


Treafury  Department, 
December  4,   1799* 

SIR, 

IN  obedience  to  the  acl,  entitled  u  An  act  authoriz- 
"  ing  a  loan  for  the  ufe  of  the  city  of  Wafhington,  in  the 
Ci  diflricl  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein 
"  mentioned  ,"  I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  herewith, 
copies  of  two  letters  from  the  Commijfioners  of  f aid  city, 
with  fundry  documents  marked  from  No,  1  to  10,  inclu- 
fively,  exhibiting  a  view  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  all  monies  entrufled  to  them,  and  of  the  progrefs  and 
ft  ate  of  the  bufinefs,  and  funds  under  their  adminiflra- 
iion,  from  the  iSth  of  November  1798,  to  the  18th  of 
November  1799*  / 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Very  refpeclfully, 
Sir, 
Tour  obedient  ferv ant, 
Oliver  Wolcott. 

The  honourable  the  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe  of  Representatives. 


(     4     ) 
Wafhington,  i  id  May,  1799. 

SIR, 

AGREE ABLT  to  the  aft  of  Congrefs,  entitled  "  An 
c*  acl  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  ufe  of  the  city  oj  Wafhing- 
u  ton,  in  the  dijiricl  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purpofes 
"  therein  mentioned"  we  tranfmit  to  you  a  Jlate  of  our 
accounts,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  public  buildings,  from 
the  18th  day  of  November  laji  to  the  iSth  inflant. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Very  refpeclfully, 
Sir, 
Tour  moji  obedient  fervants9 
f  Gustavus  Scott, 
Signed,      <  William  Thornton,' 
^•Alex.  White. 

Secretary  of  the  Treafury, 


(    5    ) 

No.   l. 

Statement    of  the   Funds    of   the    Commiffioners    of   the    Federal   Buildings   in   the   City   of 
Wafliington,  on  the   1 8th  day  of  May,  1799. 


FUNDS. 

Amountofprin- 
cipal  now  due. 

Amoimtdfprm- 
cipal    besoming 
due  in  1799. 

lAmountofprin- 
cipal     becoming 
due  in  1800. 

Amountofprm- 
cipal    becoming 
due  in  1S01.    - 

Total  amount  of 
principal. 

Dollars.   Cents 

Dollars.   Cents 

Dollars.    Cents 

Dollars.    Cents. 

Dollars.    Cents. 

Sales  of  lots  prior  to  the  aft  of  Congrefs  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  ufe 
of  the  city  of  Walhington,                  .... 

Sales  of  lots  fince  the  faid  aft  of  Congrefs,           ... 

Loan  from  the  United  States,  for  one  half  of  which  the  Commiffioners 
received,  on  the  17th  inftant,  a  draft  of  the  Treafurer  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Office  of  Difcount  and  Depofit  at  Baltimore,  but  the 
money  is  not  yet  received;  the  other  half  becomes  due  on  the  icth 
July  next,              ...-_-- 

Net  Six  per  Cent.  Mock  of  the  United  States, 

Bond  of  the  purchafers  of  a  parcel  of  ground  adjoining  the  caufeway 
between  the  Potomak  river  and  Rock  creek,  which  ground  was 
ceded  for  ufe  of  the  city  of  Wafliington,  in  confideration  of  the  Com- 

(  miffioners  agreeing  to  make  faid  caufeway,  and  erect  a  ftone  bridge 
over  faid  creek,          ....... 

Notes  of  hand  for  balances  due  from  fundry  contraftors  for  the  deli- 
very of  materials  and  provifions  which  were  not  delivered,  and  for 
materials  fold  which  were  not  wanted,  or  were  unfit  for  ufe  on  the 
public  buildings,              --.._- 

188.006     31 
2.392    52 

5-545  59 
335    6 

4.029    8l 

4-795  85 
96  22 

70.317    83 
4.106    l8 

956    73 

2<52-353  95 
12.251  33 

30.000 
25.019     3 

5-54J  59 

43'   28 
830  48 

- 

196.279  48 

8.921   88 

74.424       I 

956  78  336-43i  66 

City  of  Washington, 

Commiffioners  Office, 

20th  May,  1799. 


Signed, 


THOMAS    M  UN  ROE,    Clerk. 


(     «     ) 

No.  2. 

DR  )         Account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  by  the  Commiffioners  of 
'  Bu.ldings  in  the  City  of  Wafh.ngton,  diftnft  of  Columb 

18th  day  of  November_i7.<)8.  to  the  i 8th  day  of  M™ 

Receipts  tor 


■  Fedei 
from 


(Cr. 


qq. 


Intcreft  on 


.  flock  of  the  United  States,  borrowed  of 
,t  Maryl.md,    fold         -  "  ".      .    " 

....  faid  flock,   and  inftalment  of  principal 
med  firfl  January  lall,         - 


E- 

CAPITOL— 


A  horfe  heretofore  purchafed  for  public  ufi 
Sundry  materials  not  "anted,  or  unfit  for 

Engraved  pi 


,  L.nildit 


irary  btniuuie,* 

s  of  the  city,  of  Walhington,  fold 
United  States,  - 

bank  of  Alexandria,      - 


Calh  in  the  commiffioncrs  hands,  iothNovcmber  1798 


t5,2.8  j 


Lin 


I  lath 


Timber,  plank  

Ironmongery  and  bl.icklmi 

Nails,  '  - 

Hair  for  plaftering, 


EXECUTIVE  OFFICE- 


COMMISSIONERS  OFFICE— 


wages  of  a  fervanr, 


SURVEYING  DEPARTMENT— 
For  wa^es  of  fnrveyors  and 


Portage,  -         -         - 

Officers  fees  (on  fulls)      - 
Fnclnfing  bill '. 
Keeping  abort      i 

of  perfons  fent  on  public  bull 


HOSPITAL  for  si 
For  nurfes  ; 
Bread, 
Groceri 
Fuel, 


_.jund  appropriated  to  public  life, 
Bank  of  Columbia,  for  the  like  fnni  borroi 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  for  ditto. 

State  of  Maryland,  lor  a  ouarter  ^  inteeelt, 

[,750  4s|Cailt  in  ll'iceoniniiHium  1-  hands,  1  Sill  May 


B30  48 


City  of  Wafliington,  20th  May  1799. 

Errors  excepted. 


Signed,        THOMAS  MUNROE,  Clk. 


<    7     ) 

No.  3. 

REPORT  of  James  Hoban,  fuperintendant  of  the  Pre- 
fidenfs   houfe,  of  the  progrefs   of  that  budding  from 
the    1  St h  of  November   1798,  to  the    iSth  of  May 
1799. 

THE  ftone-cutting  work  of  that  building  has  been 
finimed,  and  the  walls  have  been  cleaned  down  ;  the 
painting  has  been  done  as  high  as  the  baluftrade,  and 
the  fcaffolds  taken  down.  The  lead  work  has  been 
clofed  to  the  Hating  at  the  ridge,  and  the  ridge-poles 
to  dormer  windows  have  been  leaded. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

Signed,  James  Hoban. 

Wajhington,  May  20,    1799. 


The  Commissioners 
of  the  Federal  Buildings 


.} 


No.  4.  - 

REPORT  of  James  Hoban,  furveyor  of  the  Treafury 
Office,  of  the  progrefs  of  that  building  from  the  iSth 
of  November  1798,  to  the  iSth  of  May  1799. 

THE  walls  of  the  bafement  ilory  are  up  to  their 
full  height,  ready  for  the  floor  of  joift  which  is  now 
framing.  The  bricklayers  have  commenced  their 
work  on  the  principal  ftory,  for  which  every  thing 
is  provided  to  go  on  with  fpirit. 

JOINERS  WORK. 

The  work  for  all  the  window  frames,  fames,  mut- 
ters, and  jamb  linings,  is  got  out  and  ready  to  pin 
up. 

The  work  for  the  doors,  jamb  linings,  and  fop 
heats,  is  all  got  out  and  ready  to  pin  up. 


(     8     ) 

The  architraves,  bafe,  fub-bafe,  and  fkirting  import 
mouldings  and  grounds,  are  out  and  feafoning. 

The  mingles  for  the  roof  are  dreffed,  the  cornice 
is  now  in  hands,  as  is  alfo  the  flooring  plank. 

Oil  for  painting,  and  the  bars  for  the  fire  places 
are  provided. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

Signed,  James  Hoban. 

Wafhington,  May  20,  1799. 

The  Commissioners      ") 
of  the  Federal  Buildings.  3 


No.  5. 

REPORT  of  Ja?nes  Hoban,  fuperintendant  of  the  Capi- 
tol, of  the  progrefs  of  that  building  from  the  iSth  of 
November  1798,  to  the  iSth  of  May  1799. 

Committee  Room,  No.  i, — 30  by  24  feet, 

Is  ready  for  plaflering  ;  the  window  frames  are  put 
up,  with  trimmings,  as  backs,  elbows,  fopheats,  and 
grounds  for  architraves  ;  the  doors  trimmed  with 
jamb  linings,  fopheats,  and  grounds  framed  to  receive 
architraves,  and  grounds  put  up  to  receive  bafe  and 
fub-bafe, 

Committee  Room,  No.  2, — 30  by  35  feet, 

Fimfhed  as  ditto. 

Committee  Room,  No.  3, — 22  by  35  feet, 
Finifhed  as  ditto. 

Committee  Room,  No.  4, — 31  by  35  feet, 
Finifhed  as  ditto. 

North  Entrance,  femi-eliptic, — 21  by  45  feet, 
The  window  frames  are  put  up,    the  trimming  for 
doors  and  windows   are  prepared  and  now  putting 
up,  and  in  a  few  days  will  be  ready  for  plaflering. 


(     9     ) 

Senate  Chamber, — 48  by  86  feet,  femi-eliptic. 

The  window  frames  are  all  put  up,  except  one, 
which  is  circular  at  top,  and  which  is  not  yet  finifh- 
ed  ;  fourteen  of  the  columns  are  raifed  on  the  arcade, 
the  ground  work  to  receive  the  entablature  is  put  up 
and  fixed,  and  bracketting  getting  ready  to  receive 
the  cornice  ;  the  girders,  binding,  bridging,  and  ceil- 
ing joifts  are  all  put  up,  and  the  trimming  for  doors 
and  windows  three-fourths  finiihed. 

East  Entrance, — 27  by  36  feet. 
The  trimming  for  doors,  as  jamb  linings,  fopheats, 
and  framed  grounds  are  in  hand,  two-thirds  prepared. 

Eliptic  Stair  Case, — 36  by  45  feet. 
The  fluff  for  geometrical  fleps    is  provided,  and 
that  work  commenced ;    the  frames  for  doors,  and 
grounds  to  receive  architraves  are  put  up. 

The  Center  Lobby, 

Is  two  thirds  fmifhed,  the  framing  and  grounds  are 
prepared,  but  not  put  up. 

Representative   Chamber. 

The  window  frames  are  ail  put  up,  but  one,  that  is 
circular  at  top,  in  the  firfl  range,  and  the  window 
frames  for  the  fecond  range,  or  attic  windows  are 
made,  but  not  put  up  ;  the  trimming  for  all  the 
doors  and  windows  of  the  firfl  range  is  about  three- 
fourths  fmifhed  ;  the  girders  are  trufled,  and  ready  to 
put  up  for  the  galleries. 

The  fames  are  made  for  all  the  frames  that  are  put 
up ;  one  half  of  the  doors  are  made  and  wredged, 
ready  to  hang. 

Stone  Work. 

The  baluflrade  on  eafl  front  is  finifhed  ;  236  feet 
of  rail  worked  for  north  and  well  fronts  ;  103  baluf- 
ters  worked  and  turned,  the  whole  fet,  and  the  baluf- 
trade  on  the  north  and  weft  fronts  fmifhed  ;  240  feet 
of  aftragal  fleps  worked  for  eafl  entrance,  and  the 
foundation  carried  up.  The  remainder  of  the  chim- 
ney tops  worked  and  fet. 


C      10     ) 

Plastering. 
The  fcaffolding  is  up  in  the  committee  rooms  num- 
bered i,  2,   and  3,  and  part  of  the  ceiling   lathed  ; 
about  one-fjxth  ot  the  mortar  is  made  to  finim  the 
building. 

Plumbfr. 
The  plumber  has  laid  the  lead  on  the  remainder  of 
the  welt  platform  to  roof,  and  call  lead  for  the  infide 
gutters  and  water  carriages. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

•     Your  obedient  fervant, 

Signed,  James  Hoban. 

Wafhington,  May  20,  1799. 

The  Commissioners     7 
of  the  Federal  Buildings.  3 

30  fquare  of  flooring  plank  is  prepared  and  ready 
to  lay  down. 

18  fquare  of  flooring  plank  planed  and  jointed,  the 
remainder  preparing. 


No.  7. 

Dr.)  Account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  hy  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Federal 
Buildings  in  the  city  of  Wafhington,  diftrici  of  Columbia,  from  the  18th 
day  of  May  1799,  to  the  18th  of  November  1799. 


(Cr. 


Receipts  for 

Lots  fold  prior  to  the  act  of  Congrefs  authori 

Lots  fold  fince  the  fjid  ad  of'Congrcfs, 

Six  percent,  ftock  of  the  United  States  borrowed  of 

the  flate  of  Marvland,  fold 
Intcrdt  on  faid  ftock, 


Loan  from  the  Un 
M..H  1  i.il>  not  wanl 

buildings,  fold 
An  advance  heretofore  made  to  William  De 

junior,  on  a  contract  for  the  delivery  of  pork, 

pork  has  not  been  delivered, 
Rent  of  temporary  buildings, 
Rentof  a  parcel  of  public  ground,  for  a  fifhery 
Engraved  plans  of  the  eit)  of  Waftiington,   iol 


1  limit  Mr  1 


8,48+  3s 
819  25 


48  33 
46  67 
3  5° 


Expenditures  on 

CAPITOL— 

For  wagesto  the  fuperintendant, 


Grinding  plafter  of  pa 


A  boiler  lor  plafter  of 
Sundry  fmall  incident 


TREASURY  OFFICE— 

Paid  on  accou 

building  it, 


WAR  OFFICE— 


building 

Jigging  ad 


COMMISSIONERS  OFFICE- 
For  CommiHionersandi 

Surveying  i i._ p-tr L i n ■.. 


he  contractor  foi 


Anr.rmv   s  f.xs,    ami  nil,.  1  .,'lls  nl  lull- 

depend! 

I'.nt.it., 
Difcounts 
Recording  fquares, 

TAL   FOR   SICK    LABOURERS— 

1  for  port  nine  lR-ret..fore  uf.-d, 
I  in  11 1  int    i]ipni|iiijl,:il  I'  |iulilii     n(:  paid   the  origins 

|'iii|iiktnrs  thereof,  - 

Hank  nl  Alexandria,  tor  the  like  fum  heretofore  bor 

11..  nt   Marvland.   fm  iiir.rell on  Itock   borrowed  0 

laid  Hat.,'  _.  -  -  -        _- 

lib    in  the   commiflioners  hands  on  the  ciijitu  nth 


THOMAS  Ml  •     '.:..  «•     !.    i   .1 


(  II  ) 

No.  6. 

Statement    of    the    Funds    of   the   Commiffioners    of   the    Federal   Buildings  in  the  City  of 

Wafhington,    18th  of  November,    1799. 


FUNDS. 


Amount  of 

principal  now 

due. 


Dollars.    Cents 


Amountofprin- 

cipal  becoming 

due  1799. 


Dollars.   Cents. 


Amountofprin 
cipal  becomin; 
due  1800. 


Dollars.    Cents. 


Amountofprin 
cipal  becoming 
due  1 801. 


Total  amount 
oi  principal. 


Dollars.    Cents 


Sales  of  lots  prior  to  the  aft  of  Congrefs  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  ufe 
of  the  city  of  Wafhington,  ..... 

Sales  of  lots  fince  the  faid  aft  of  Congrefs,  ... 

Net  Six  per  Cent,  flock  of  the  United  States,  ... 

Bond  of  the  purchafers  of  a  parcel  of  ground  adjoining  the  caufeway 
between  Potomak  river  and  Rock  creek,  which  ground  was  ceded 
for  ufe  of  the  city  of  Wafhington,  in  confideration  of  the  late  Board 
of  Commiffioners  agreeing  to  make  faid  caufeway,  and  to  ereft  a 
ftone  bridge  over  the  faid  creek,         - 

Notes  of  hand  for  balances  due  from  fundry  contractors  for  the  deli- 
very of  materials,  and  provifions  which  were  not  delivered, 

Cafh  in  the  hands  of  the  Commiffioners,  ... 


71.563  27 
3.621   15 


286  66 


68.57. 
i4,S4c 


42 


2.568  43 


240.134  69 
21.017  11 
14-953  72 


5-545  59 
359    4 


5-545  59 


359    4 
i-374  31 


286  66 


■  3.112  29 


2.568  43 


.384  46 


lotb  November,   1799. 


Errors  excepted. 


Signed, 


THOMAS    MUNROE,    Clerk, 


(     *3     ) 


Wajhington,  i\fi  Nov.  1799. 


SIR, 


AGREE ABLT  to  the  aB  of  Congrefs,  entitled  u  An 
acl  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  ufe  of  the  city  of  Wafhing- 
ton,  in  the  dijlricl  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purpofes 
therein  mentioned"  we  tranfmit  you  a  ft  ate  of  our  ac- 
counts, and  the  progrefs  of  the  public  buildings,  from  the 
iSth  of  May  lafl,  to  the  iSth  inflant. 

We  are,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  ferv ants, 

^  Gustavus  Scott, 
Signed,  <  William  Thornton, 

(•Alex.  White. 

Secretary  of  the  Treafury. 


B 


(     H     ) 

No.  8. 

REPORT  of  James  Hoba?i,  Surveyor  of  the  Treafury 
and  War  Offices,  of  the  progrefs  of  thofe  buildings  from 
the  iSth  of  May,  to  the  iSth  of  November  1799. 

THE  walls  of  the  Treafury  Office  are  all  carried 
up  to  their  full  height,  and  the  building  roofed  ;  the 
gutters  are  all  laid  and  leaded  ;  the  roof  painted  one 
coat ;  the  entablature  is  painted  three  coats  and  fand- 
ed,  and  painted  over  the  fanding. 

The  window  frames  and  fafhes  are  all  in  the  build- 
ing ;  the  jamb-cafings  and  grounds  are  all  put  up  in 
the  principal  (lory  ;  the  floor  is  laid  in  the  garret 
ftory,  and  all  the  cafmgs  are  put  up,  and  the  counter 
flooring  is  done  in  the  two  principal  (lories. 

The  hr(l  coat  of  plaftering  is  putting  on  the  garret 
and  fecond  (lory. 

The  flooring  plank  is  provided  and  on  the  fpot  pre- 
paring. 

Two  drains,  arched,  are  nearly  finiflhed,  to  convey 
the  water  from  the  Treafury  and  War  Offices. 

War  Office. 
The  foundation  and  bafement  (lory  walls  are  all 
up,  and  the  work  to  the  level  of  the  ftreet  ;  the  free- 
done  is  nearly  all  cut,  and  the  fetting  of  the  freellone 
is  commenced  ;  about  three  hundred  thoufand  of  the 
bricks  are  burned,  and  the  remainder  of  the  bricks 
are  nearly  all  moulded ;  the  principal  part  of  the 
inch  and  inch  and  a  quarter  plank  is  on  the  fpot, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  plank  and  fcantling  con- 
traded  for.   Sand  fufficient  for  the  whole  building  is 

on  the  fpot. 

Signed,  James  Hoban. 


,(     15    ) 

No.  9. 

REPORT  of  James  Hoban,  Superintendant  of  the  Capi- 
toU  of  theftate  of  that  building  on  the  1 8/A  of  Novem- 
ber 1 J 99,  and  theprogrefs  made  fmce  the  iSth  of  May 
1799.   ' 

ALL  the  external  and  internal  ftone  and  brick 
work  of  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol,  is  carried  up 
to  the  full  height ;  the  chimnies  are  finifhed  and  light- 
ning rods  put  up  and  fixed  ;  the  gutters  to  roof,  cif- 
tern  and  ceff-pools.  are  all  leaded;  the  roof  painted 
three  coats,  and  fanded,  and  painted  over  thefanding. 

The  Senate  Chamber, — 86  by  48  feet,  and  41 
feet  high,  with  its  lobby  and  gallery  are  floored ; 
the  door-ways  are  trimmed  with  framed  jamb-linings, 
foffits  and  architraves  ;  the  windows,  flraight  and  cir- 
cular, are  trimmed  with  backs,  elbows,  foffits  and  ar- 
chitraves ;  the  fames  are  fitted  to  run  double,  with 
brafs  pullies,  metal  fhieves  and  patent  faflenings ;  the 
arcade  piers,  on  a  femi-eliptic  plan,  are  trimmed  with 
pannelled  work,  and  the  columns  raifed  on  the  ara-.de, 
fixteen  in  number  with  two  femi-pilafters  to  corref- 
pond,  of  the  ancient  ionic  order,  two  feet  three  inches 
in  diameter  ;  the  entablature  is  finifhed  with  flucco 
ornaments,  and  the  walls  and  ceiling  finifhed,  two 
coats  of  mortar  floated,  and  one  coat  of  flucco  ;  the 
fulley  feats  are  framing,  to  form  an  amphitheatre  one 
hundred  and  ten  feet  in  circumference. 

The  Representatives  Chamber, — 86  by  35, 
feet,  and  thirty-fix  feet  high,  with  its  galleries  are 
floored  ;  the  door-ways  trimmed  with  framed  jambs, 
foffits  and  architraves ;  the  windows,  flraight  and  cir- 
cular, with  backs,  elbows,  foffits,  pilafters,  and  archi- 
traves ;  the  fames  fitted  to  run  double,  with  brafs 
pullies,  metal  fhieves,  and  patent  faftenings ;  the  front 
to  galleries  is  finifhed  ;  the  bafe  and  plinth,  fub-bafe 
and  cappings  are  all  up,  and  the  whole  wood  painted 
one  coat. 


(     i6     ) 

The  cornice,  walls,  cove  and  ceiling  are  done  in 
ftucco,  finilhing. 

Committee  Room,  No.  i, — 30  by  24  feet,  and  18 

feet  high, 
Committee  Room,  No.  2, — 30  by  35  feet,  and  18 

feet  high, 
Committee  Room,  No.  3, — 22  by  35  feet,  and  18 

feet  high, 
Committee  Room,  No.  4, — 31  by  35  feet,  and  18 

feet  high, 
Committee  Room,  No.  5, — 21  by  40  feet,  and  21 
feet  high, 
are  all  floored ;  the  door  ways  and  windows  trim- 
med ;  the  fames  are  fitted  to  run  double  ;   the  walls 
and  ceilings  finiflied,  and  cornices  done  in  ftucco  or- 
nament ;    the  wood-work,  as  architraves,   bafe  and 
plinth,  fub-bafe  and  fkirting,  painted  one  coat. 
North  Hall, — 21  by  45  feet,  and  18  feet  high, 

femi-eliptic  ;  and 
East  Hall, — 22  by  34  feet,  and  18  feet  high, 
are  floored  ;  the  doors  and  windows  trimmed  ;  the 
fafces  fitted  to  run  double  ;  the  wood-work  painted 
one  coat  ;  the  walls  and  ceiling  plaflered  ;  two  coats 
of  mortar  floated,  and  one  coat  of  ftucco  ;  the  cor- 
nices are  finiflied  with  ftucco  ornaments. 

Office  for  Clerk  to  the  Senate,  No.  1, — 22  by  34 

feet,  21  feet  high, 
Ditto  Ditto  Ditto,     No.  2, — 22  by  34 

feet,  14  feet  high  : 
The  doors  and  windows  are  trimmed  with  jambs  and 
foffits,  backs  and  elbows ;  No.  1  is  plaflered,  both 
walls  and  ceiling,  and  the  cornice  fmifhed  in  ftucco; 
No.  2  is  floored  and  the  trimming  up  for  plaftering  ; 
all  the  fairies  are  fitted  to  run  double,  with  pullies, 
fhieves  and  faltenings. 

Office  fpr  Clerk  to  the  Reprefentatives, 
No.  1, — 30  by  24  feet,  and  21  feet  high, 
No.  2, — 30  by  24  feet,  and  14  feet  high  : 
The  floors  are  laid,  and  trimmings  up  to  the   doors 


(     i7    ) 

and  windows  ;  the  fafhes  fitted  to  run  double ;  the 
plaftering  of  No.  i  is  finifhed,  and  trimmings  painted 
one  coat. 

Principal  ftaircafe,  on  an  eliptic  plan, — -36  by  45 
feet,  and  $6  feet  high,  receiving  light  from  the  top. 

The  door-ways  are  all  trimmed  with  framed  jambs, 
grounds  and  foffits  ;  the  lantern  is  finifhed  ;  the  fteps 
prepared  geometrically,  and  ready  to  put  up  ;  the 
plaftering  to  cove  and  walls  is  done,  two  coats  of  mor- 
tar floated,  and  one  of  flucco  ;  the  cornice  and  gol- 
lochi  finiihed  in  flucco  ornament.  Back  flaircafe,  10 
by  24  feet,  lighted  from  the  top,  is  floored,  the  lan- 
tern finifhed  ;  the  platforms  and  quarter  paces  are  up, 
and  the  fteps  ready  to  put  up  ;  the  walls  have  been 
plaftered  one  coat.  Staircafe  leading  to  the  clerk's 
office,  and  roof  circular,  12  feet  diameter,  is  partition- 
ed and  lathed  ;  the  landings  floored,  and  the  fteps 
preparing  to  put  up- 

Clerk's  Office, — 86  by  48  feet,  and  14 feet  high: 
The  floor  is  laid  \  the  windows  and  doors  trimmed, 
and  ceiling  plaftered. 

Chamber  in  Attic  Story, — -21  by  40  feet  is  floor- 
ed, doors  and  windows  trimmed,  and  failles  finiihed 
and  fitted. 

Anti-chamber  to  Senate, — 22  by  38  feet,  and  18 
feet  high  : 
The  door-ways  are  all  trimmed  with  framed  jambs  and 
foffits,  which  with  the  anti-chamber  to  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  receives  light  from  the  top,  and  is 
22  by  3^  feet,  and  36  feet  high  ;  the  lantern  is  fin- 
iihed ;  the  trimmings  to  all  the  doors  are  up  and 
painted  one  coat,,  as  framed  jambs,  and  foffits  ;  the 
ceiling,  cove  and  cornice  finifhed  in  ftucco. 

The  Superintendant  further  reports,  that  the  car- 
penters and  joiners  now  employed  at  the  Capitol, 
would  finifh  that  building  completely  by  the  firft  day 
of  February  1800  ;  but  as  the  work  is  coming  to  a 
finifh,  not  more  than  half  the  hands  can  be  employed 
after  the  firft  of  January  next ;  alfo  that  the  plafter* 
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ers  now  employed,  can  finifh  the  work  to  be  done 
in  three  weeks  from  this  day. 

Signed,  James  Hoban. 

Wafhington,  i  Sth  November  1799. 


No.    10. 


REPORT  of  James  Hoban,  fuperintendant  of  the  Pre- 
fidenfs  houfe,  of  the  ft  ate  of  that  building  the   1 8tb 
day  of  November  1799. 

ALL  the  external  and  internal  ftone  and  brick- 
work of  that  building  is  up;  the  Hating  and  gutters 
are  finifhed,  and  the  lightning  rods  put  up. 

All  the  window  frames  are  made,  and  the  fafhes 
are  ready  to  put  up,  with  the  trimmings,  as  backs, 
elbows,  mutters,  and  grounds  :  All  the  doors  are 
made  and  ready  for  fitting :  Three-fourths  of  the 
flooring  plank  for  the  whole  building  is  prepared 
and  ready  to  lay. 

All  the  work  of  the  bafement  ftory  is  ready  to  put 
up,  as  grounds,  architraves,  bafe  and  fkirting,  fub- 
bafe  and  capping,  with  doors,  jambs,  frames,  fames, 
and  mutters. 

By  an  accurate  eftimate  I  have  made,  including 
labor,  and  all  materials,  the  President's  houfe  can  be 
compleatly  finifhed  for  thirty- two  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars  and  fifty-feven  cents. 

Signed,  James  Hoban. 

November  1 8,  1799. 


'/ 


E  S  S  A  G  E 


FROM     THE 

PRESIDENT  of  the  UNITED  STATES, 

TRANSMITTING        J 

CERTAIN  DOCUMENTS  on  the  SUBJECTS 

OF     THE 

Insurrection  in  Pennsylvania  ; 

THE 

Renewal    of    Commerce 

WITH 

ST.    DOM  I  NGOs 

AND     THE 

Mission  to  France. 


§th  December,   1799. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


[Publijhed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives~\ 


MESSAGE. 


»^fJ^ 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives^ 


i 


TRANSMIT  to  Congrefs,  certain  documents  which 
have  relation  to  the  communications  made  on  Tuef- 
day,  on  the  fubje6t  of  the  Infurre&ion  of  Pennfylvania, 
the  renewal  of  commerce  with  St.  Domingo5  and  the 
Miflion  to  the  French  Republic. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  States,         1 
December  ^th^  1799.  J 


REPORT. 

Letter  from  the  Diflritl  Judge  of  Pennfylvania. 

Philadelphia,  March  nth,  1799. 
Sir, 

I  CANNOT  longer  omit  tranfmitting  to  youfome  do- 
cuments which  are  enclofed,  fhewing  that  a  daring 
combination  and  treafonable  oppofition  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  has  recently  been  brought  to  a  crifis 
in  Northampton  County,  in  this  Diftricl.  I  had  fome- 
time  ago  iffued  my  warrants  againft  fundry  offenders  in 
that  county,  who  had  been  charged  on  oath  with  mifde- 
meanorsin  entering  into  unlawful  combinations  to  refift 
the  law  commonly  called  the  houfe,  tax  law  and  render- 
ing it  unfafe  for  the  officers  appointed  under  that  a6l  to 
perform  their  duties.  The  marfhal  endeavored  to  ex- 
ecute my  warrants,  and  had  proceeded  in  the  bufinefs  as 
far  as  is  related  in  the  papers  enclofed.  The  refult  may 
be  gathered  from  thefe  papers.  But  I  have  directed 
the  marfhal  to  make  a  more  accurate  ftatement,  which, 
with  other  proofs  I  dailev  expecl,  I  will  tranfmit.  I 
fhall  proceed  when  furnifhed  with  the  neceffary  tefti- 
mony  to  iffue  warrants  againft  thofe  who  took  up  arms 
and  refcued  the  prifoners.  But  I  fear  the  procefs  can- 
not be  executed  without  a  military  force  :  this  at  leaft 
feems  to  be  probable  from  the  opinions  given  in  the  en- 
clofed papers,  and  from  the  fafts  therein  ftated.  The 
fame  fpirit  exifts  in  fome  parts  of  Montgomery  and 
Bucks  counties,  thought  it  has  not  yet  arrived  to  the 
violent   extreme   exhibited  in  Northampton.     I  fhall 


iffue  a  number  of  warrants  againft  offenders  in  thofe  lat- 
ter counties  forthwith;  and  if  any  refiftance  mould 
there  happen,  I  will  duly  inform  you,  that  you  may  lay 
the  information  before  the  Prefident,  to  whom  I  pray 
you  to  tranfmit  that  herein  given. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

very  refpeelfully, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

Judge  of  the  Pennfylvania  diflriB  of  the  United  States. 

Colonel  Timothy   Pickering,    1 
Secretary  of  State.  J 


Report  of  the  Marflial  of  the  Diflricl  of  Pennfylvania. 

Philadelphia,  nth  March,  1799. 

S  r   r, 

1N  the  20th  of  February  laft,  the  Honorable  Rich- 
ard Peters  Efquire,  iffued  warrants  againft  fun- 
dry  perfons,  refiding  in  the  county  of  Northampton, 
who  had  given  oppofition  to  the  execution  of  the  law  of 
the  United  States,  laying  a  tax  on  lands  and  houfes, 
and  a  number  of  fubpcenas  for  witneffes  there,  and  in 
the  county  of  Montgomery.  The  writs  were  put  into 
my  hands  on  the  23d.  Of  the  26th,  I  fet  out,  and  got 
to  Norriftown  that  night:  On  the  next  morning  (the 
27th)  I  fet  out  from  thence,  and  on  that  day  ferved  all 
my  fubpcenas  in  Montgomery,  and  on  the  28th  got  to 
Emaus  in  Northampton  county.  I  was  informed  there 
that  an  exprefs  had  arrived  from  Philadelphia  with  dif- 
patches  informing  them  of  my  bufinefs,  which  created 
fome  alarm  amongit  the  people  in  oppofmon  in  Millers- 
town    and  its  vicinity.     A  meeting  of  a  troop  of  horfe 


f 


was  called  there  of  which  a  Mr.  Jarrett,  a  Juftice  of 
the  peace  was  the  Captain.  Meffengers  were  fent  to 
fundry  places  for  purpofes  of  which  I  was  unacquainted. 
Next  day  I  proceeded  to  Nazareth,  faw  Judge  Henry, 
and  Mr.  Eyerly,  and  on  Saturday  morning  the  2d  in- 
ftant, Mr.  Eyerly  and  I  rode  into  Leheigh  Townfhip, 
where  I  arretted  eleven  perfons,  and  on  the  next  day 
took  fecurity  from  them  that  they  would  appear  at 
Bethlehem  at  the  public  inn  on  Thurfday  morning  the 
7th  inftant,  to  march  with  me  to  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, there  to  enter  into  recognizance  to  appear  at  the 
next  circuit  court  to  anfwer  &c,  five  others  came  in 
and  figned  the  obligation.  This  being  accomplished, 
we  came  to  Bethlehem,  fetout  for  Macungy  Townfhip 
in  company  with  Colonel  Stephen  Balliot.  We  lodged 
that  night  at  Emaus;  next  morning  the  fifth  inftant,  we 
fet  out  for  Millerftown,  on  our  way  1  flopped  at  the 
houfe  of  George  Seider  to  ferve  a  fubpcena  on  him  as  a 
witnefs  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  His  wife 
came  to  the  door;  on  being  afked  for  her  hufband  fhe 
abufed  me  and  the  gentlemen  with  me.  He  came  to 
the  door  (with  a  club  in  his  hand  of  green  oak  which 
feemed  to  have  been  procured  for  the  occafion)  and 
called  us  every  abufive  name  the  German  language  can 
afford,  refufing  at  the  fame  time  the  fubpcena;  I  gave 
it  into  the  hands  of  a  perfon  prefent,  who  afterward  gave 
it  to  him,  and  rode  on.  When  we  got  near  Millers- 
town,  we  obferved  people  affembling  from  all  quarters; 
in  fomeinflances  two  men  riding  on  one  horfe.  This, 
from  the  conduct  of  Seider,  led  to  a  belief  that  an  op- 
pofition  was  intended  to  be  made  to  the  arrefiing  of  any 
of  the  offenders  againft  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in 
that  place.  We  left  ourhorfes  at  Mr.  Bufkirk's  (a  Ger- 
man clergyman  near  the  town)  and  walked  in.  We 
went  firft  to  the  houfe  of  George  Schaffer  one  of  the 
worft  offenders :  We  were  there  informed  that  he  had 
gone  the  day  before  to  Philadelphia.  We  then  went  to 
the  houfe  of  Henry  Shankweiller,  where  we  found  up- 
wards of  fifty  men  (chiefly  armed  with  clubs)  prepared 
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to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  law.  Shankweiller  was 
fhewn  to  me;  as  I  advanced  towards  him  he  retreated 
into  the  midft  of  the  crowd.  I  however  arretted  him; 
he  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  arreft;  the  mob  fwore  that 
before  he  fhould  be  taken,  they  would  to  a  man  fight 
till  they  died — that  he  mould  not  fubmit — he  fwore  he 
never  would — he  would  die  firft.  I  explained  to  them 
the  confequence  of  refilling — he  fwore  he  did  not  care 
ifit  coft  him  his  life  and  all  his  property,  even  to  the 
deftrucuon  of  his  family — he  would  not.  Upon  which 
Jacob  and  Daniel  SchafFer,  brothers  of  the  aforenamed 
Henry  SchafFer,  a  young  man  of  the  name  of  Schwartz, 
who  tore  the  cockade  from  Colonel  Balliot's  hat,  and 
many  others  whom  I  did  not  know,  nor  could  find  any 
perfon  who  would  furnifh  me  with  their  names,  rufhed 
on  in  'he  moft  violent  torrent  of  abufe,  threatening  ven- 
geance particularly  againft  Eyeriy  and  Balliot,  calling 
to  each  other  ftrike !  ftrike  !  ail  defirous  that  fome  one 
might  begin  the  afFray.  I  defired  Shankweiller  to  quiet 
thofe  people,  to  keep  them  ofF.  He  defired  them  not 
to  hurt  the  marfhal;  but  Eyeriy  and  Balliot,  he  faid 
were  damned  rafcals.  I  informed  him  and  his  people 
that  thofe  gentlemen  were  under  my  protection  that  I 
would  proteel  them,  and  fhowed  fome  little  refolution 
which  feemed  to  ftrike  terror  itrto  them;  upon  which 
they  gave  way  and  the  gentlemen  got  out  of  the  houfe. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  if  one  fingle  blow  had  been  (truck, 
the  whole  of  the  rafcals  would  have  fallen  on,  and  we 
three  mould  have  been  killed.  Shankweiller  however, 
before  I  left  him,  promifedto  meet  me  on  Thurfday 
morning  at  Bethlehem,  but  without  a  promife  of  fub- 
miiTion.  We  went  from  thence  to  Jeremiah  Treelers, 
lodged  there  that  night.  Next  morning  I  hired  a  con- 
liable  to  go  with,  and  mow  me  the  perfons  of  Daniel 
Harvey,  Adam  Stephen  and  Herman  Hortman  whom. 
I  arretted  and  obtained  their  promife  to  meet  me  on  the 
morning  after  at  Bethlehem.  Hortman  was  infolent, 
difputed  my  authority,  but  fubmitted.  I  returned  to 
Trexlers,  was  there  informed  that  a  refcue  of  the  pri- 


fbners  asfoon  as  I  had  them   affembled,  was  intended. 
Mr.  Eyerly,   Mr.   Balliot  and  I  returned  to  Bethlehem, 
where  judge  Henry  gave  us   the  fame  information.     I 
then  called  a  poffe  commitatus  of  about  14  men  to   my 
aid,  in  fupport  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  who 
attended  unarmed :   About  eleven  o'clock  in  the  ft  re- 
noon  of  Thurfday,  two  men  came  into  the  yard   of  the 
public  Inn.     One  had  a  large  duck  gun,  and  the  other 
a  rifle.     After  fome  converlation  with  them  I  difarmed 
and  confined  them,  concluding  that  if  all   the  refcuers 
came  in  that  fcattered  and  unmilitary  manner,  a  good 
account  might  be  given  ofthem.     After  fome  time,  up 
came  Shankweillerof  Millerftown   with  William  Deffi, 
Jacob  Kiine  and  David  Schaffer,  three  of  Captain  Jar- 
rett's  troop  of  horfe.     I  afked  him  if  he  had  come  to 
furrender  himfelf  to  me  and  fubmit  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;  he  impertinently  anfwered  no,  and  kept 
rather  behind  the  horfemen,   I  afked  hir^for  what  pur- 
pofe  he  came,  he  anfwered  to  fee  his  partner  (meaning 
hisaccufer.)   I  commanded   him  to  fubmit,  he  refufed 
in  the  mod  pofitive  manner.     After  fome  time  a  perfon 
came  up  informing  us  that  a  large  body  of  men,  horfe 
and  foot,  were  affembied,  armed  with  guns,  swords  and 
piftols  at  the   Leheigh  bridge,  in  a  hollile  manner;  on 
which  information  1  fent  down  John  Mulhallon  Efquire, 
Major  William  Barnet,  Ifaac   Hartzell   and   Chriflian 
Rhodt,  two  of  whom  were  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  in  arms,  to  afk  ofthem  their  object, 
whether  it  was  a  refcue,  to  warn  them  of  the  danger  of 
fuch  an  attempt.     They  went  down,  fpoke  with  them, 
and  returned  with  reports  unfavourable  which  were  that 
a  refcue  was  intended,  that  I  muft  fubmit  to  their  will 
and  releafe  theprifoners,  or  the  confequences  would  be 
fuch  as  they  wouid  not  be  anfwerable  for.     I  abfolutely 
refufed,  {bowed  them  the  writs.     They  then  offered  to 
give  bail  to  me  to  attend  the  court.     I  informed  them 
that  I  was  an  executive  officer  only,  that  I  muft  ftri6tly 
obey  the   commands  of  the  writs,  that  I  could  not  take 
bail,  defired  them  to  go  back  and   ftate  this  to  their 
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people  in  arms,  that  it'  they  attempted  a  refcue,  it 
would  be  punifhed  feverely.  This  they  treated  with 
contempt  and  boafted  of  their  ftrength.  I  afked  them 
if  they  knew  the  itrength  and  power  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  danger  of  refilling  the  authority  thereof; 
that  punifhment  would  moftaffuredly  follow  any  indig- 
nity offered  to  them.  They  went  off  and  returned  with 
three  of  the  infurgents  who  came  to  demand  ofme  a  fur- 
render  of  the  prifoners,  but  who  were  too  ignorant  to 
inform  me  of  the  object  they  had  in  view.  1  informed 
them  of  my  determination;  then  the  whole  body  of 
them  marched  up  immediately,  thehorfanen  and  officers 
of  the  infantry  with  f words  drawn;  the  infantry  march- 
ed with  trailed  arms  and  fur  rounded  the  honfe,  the  horfe 
were  drawn  up  in  front  of  the  houfe,  and  ieemed  tobe 
without  an  officer  of  their  own  corps  to  command  them. 
The  whole  troops  feemed  to  be  under  the  command  of  a 
captain  Fries  of  Bucks  county.  Fries  made  himfelf 
confpicuous  on  the  occafion,  he  faid  he  was  the  com- 
manding officer,  the  oldeft  captain,  he  infilled  on  all 
the  prifoners  being  fet  at  large.  This  I  refufed  and 
continued  to  refufe  notwithstanding  their  threats,  till  I 
wras  informed  that  their  refentment  againft  judge  Henry, 
Colonel  Balliot  and  Mr.  Eyerly  was  great,  that  their 
lives  were  in  danger  uniefs  an  immediate  furrender  was 
made.  I  then  informed  the  prifoners  that  I  could  not 
refill  longer  the  force  againft  me,  but  that  I  dared  not 
give  up  the  prifoners.  I  defired  the  prifoners  to 
march  with  me  for  Philadelphia,  and  added  that  if  thofe 
people  chofe  to  refcue  them,  they  might,  and  take  the 
confequence.  The  prifoners  of  Leheigh  Townfhip 
refufed  to  march,  declaring  that  if  1  would  fuffer  them 
to  go  home  for  the  prelent  they  would  meet  me  at  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  Monday  and  Tuefday  next  following, 
and  fubmit  to  the  laws  Previous  to  this  I  had  entreat- 
ed certain  Jarrett,  who  was  prefent  and  armed  with 
pifiols  to  ufe  his  influence  to  prevent  their  doing  a  thing 
fo  improper  and  dangerous  to  themfelves.  He  anfwer- 
ed  that  he  could  do  nothing  with  thema  till  he  law  all 
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the  prifoners  were  given  up  to  them.  He  then  faid,  now 
I  will  take  away  my  people,  which  he  did  in  perfect  or- 
der. Fries  prepared  his,  returned,  and  afked  for  Eyer- 
man,  the  Pried,  he  faid  he  mud  he  given  up,  that  his 
people  would  not  march  without  him.  I  adured  him  he 
had  been  furrendered  with  the  other  prifoners,  on  which 
aflurance  he  went  out,  found  the  Pried  and  then  march- 
ed. By  this  time  night  was  fad  approaching.  I  feared 
that  thofe  ungovernable  men  might  do  things  in  the  dark 
which  they  would  avoid  in  the  light,  therefore  agreed 
for  the  fafety  of  the  gentlemen  to  give  the  prifoners  up. 
Upon  the  whole  nf  my  obfervations  I  am  well  fatisfied  in 
my  own  mind,  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  cannot 
be  executed  by  the  officers  of  the  government  through- 
out the  county  of  Northampton,  without  military  aid, 
the  people  are  determined  to  refid,  they  calculate  large- 
ly on  their  drength  in  this  date  and  the  aid  they  will  have 
from  the  neighbouring  dates,  and  particularly  that  of 
Virginia. 

I  have  the  honor, 

Sir,  to  be, 

Your  mod  obedient, 

Humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  NICHOLS, 

Timothy  Pickering,  Efquire,      1 
Secretary  of  State.  J 


Depofition  of  Valentine  Fuhrer, 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 
Northampton  County. 

BEFORE  me  Jofeph  Horsfield,  Efqr.  one  of  the 
Judices  of  the  peace,  perfonaUy  appeared  Valen- 
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tine  Fiibrer,  of  Bethlehem  in  the  faid  County,  toll-re- 
ceiver of  the  bridge  acrofs  Lehigh,  who  on  his  folemm 
affirmation,  duly  administered  according  to  law,  doth 
declare  and  fay,  that  on  the  feventh  day  of  March, 
about  noon,  a  number  of  men  unknown  to  affirmant, 
came  to  the  bridge  gate  and  told  affirmant,  that  a  party 
of  armed  men  would  come  foon,  that  they  were  much 
enraged,  that  they  advifed  him  to  leave  the  bridge-gate 
open,  othervviie  they  would  break  through — Affirmant 
on  feeing  the  armed  horfe  and  foot  men,  opened  the 
gate,  and  left  the  paffage  free  till  evening.  Affirmant 
thinks  about  80  horfemen,  fome  armed,  fome  unarm- 
ed, parTed  over  the  bridge — and  about  80  footmen  all 
armed  either  with  guns  or  clubs,  alfo  paffed  acrofs — 
That  after  all  the  horfe  and  foot  had  paffed  the  bridge, 
Mr.  Henry  Jarrettalfo  croffed.  In  about  4  or  5  hours 
all  the  horfe  and  foot  returned  without  paying  any  toll, 
except  Mr.  Henry  Jarrett,  who  offered  to  pay  forhim- 
felf  and  the  Red-Coats,  which  wereabout  10  or  12  horfe- 
men,  and  paid  three  quarters  of  a  dollar  to  affirmant — 
And  further  he  faith  not. 

his 
VALENTINE  X  FUHRER. 
mark 
Affirmed  before  me,  on  the  gth  1 
of  March,   1799.  J 

(L.  S.)     Joseph   Horsfield. 


Depcfition  of  Jacob  Eyerly,  and,  Stephen  Balliot. 

Pennsylvania,    1       ^ 
Northampton  County,  j      JJ 

BEFORE  the  fubfcriber,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  and  for  the  laid  Coun- 
ty, on  the  eighth  day  of  March,.  A.  D.  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  perfonally  came  Ja- 
cpb  Eyerly,   Efqr.   one  of  the  commiflionen  of  the 
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direft  tax,  and  Stephen  Balliot,  Efqr.  collector  of  the 
revenue,  &c.  the  faid  Jacob  Eyerly  having  made  fo- 
lemn  affirmation  according  to  lav/,  and  the  faid  Stephen 
Balliot  having  made  folemn  oath  according  to  law,  do 
depofe,  declare,  and  fay — that  they  fet  out  from  Beth- 
lehem on  the  fifth  inftant,  in  company  with  Col.  Wil- 
liam  Nichols,  Marfhal  of  the  United  States   for  the 
Diftrift  of  Pennfyivania,  who  intended  to  feveral  fub- 
poenas  and  warrants,  iifuedby  the  Judge  of  the  diftrict 
court — that  the  marfhal  upon  the  road  to  Miller  (town, 
ferved  a  fubpoena  upon  a  certain  George  Sider,  who 
when  he  was  called  upon,  came  to  the  door  with  a  club 
and  called  the  marfhal  and  thefe  deponents  highway  rob- 
bers, thieves,  rafcals,  and  fcoundrels,  and  fpoke  other 
very  abufive  language,  and  would  not  receive  the  copy 
of  the  fubpoena — that  the  marfhal  handed  the  copy  to 
a  certain  Daniel  Schwartz,  who  was  prcfent  with  the 
faid  Sider;  that  we  rode  on  from   thereto  Millerftown 
where  the  marfhal  and  thefe  deponents  entered  the  houfe 
of  Henry  Shankweiler  to  ferve  a  warrant  upon  him — ► 
here  we  found  at  lead  fiftv  men  collected  in  his  bar- 
room,  among  others  the  above  named  George  Sider 
with  a  club:  that  upon  the  arredation  of  faid  Shank- 
weiler,    Jacob   Schaeffer  and  David   Schaeffer,    with 
others  whom  the  deponents  do  not  know,  came  in  the 
moft  violent  and  threatening  manner  clofe  up  to  the 
deponents,  and  the  marfhal,  and  in  a  moft  violent  man- 
ner threatened  to  beat  and  otherwife  did  abufe  the  de- 
ponents, and  declared  that  if  the  marfhal  dared  to  take 
off  faid  Shankweiler  that  they  would  fight -to  the  laft  : 
and  further,  that  faid  Shankweiler  did  declare  he  would 
not  fubmit;  but  upon  the  marfhai's  reprefenting  to  him 
the  confequences,  he  faid  that  whatever  Jarrett  (mean- 
ing Henry  Jarrett)  did,  he  would  do  :  that  the  marfhal 
endeavoured  to  get  a  man  from  the  neighbourhood  who 
fhould  know  the  perfons  fo  collected,  but  could  pro- 
cure nobody  elfe  to  accompany  him ;  that  the  people  of 
the  neighbourhood   confider  themfelves  in  imminent 
danger  of  their  lives  by  appearing  in  favour  of  the  go- 
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vemmcnt ;  that,  previous  to  the  return  of  the  deponents 
with  the  marfhal  to  Bethlehem,  they  had  received  in- 
formation  which  induced  them  to  believe  there  would 
fome  attempts  he  made  to  refcue  the  priioners  either  at 
Bethlehem  or  on  the  road. 

That  yefterday,  the  feventh  day  of  March,  the  mar-. 
fhal  having  collected  about  eighteen  of  the  pri(oners  in 
a  quiet  and  peaceable  manner,  at  the  houfe  of  Abraham 
Levering,  tavern-keeper,  in  the  town  of  Bethlehem, 
during  the  morning  of  the  faid  day,  a  number  of  men, 
partly  horfemen  and  foot,  collected  at  the  faid  houfe  ; 
that  at  firft  a  few  that  came  within  reach,  were  difarmed, 
but  the  prifoners  who  had  been  arretted  in  and  about 
Millerftown,  in  Macungy  townfhip,  came  up  to  the 
faid  honfe,  in  company  with  a  number  of  horfemen, 
armed  with  piftols  and  (words ;  that  in  a  fliort  time  after, 
a  number  of  other  horfemen,  well  armed,  partly  in  uni- 
form :  about  half  an  hour  after  came  up  alfo  to  the  faid 
houfe  two  parties  of  men  on  foot,  all  armed,  upon  the 
whole  we  fuppofe  the  amount  of  numbers  were  about 
or  between  eighty  and  one  hundred;  that  there  were 
various  and  numerous  threats  made,  that  if  the  pri- 
foners were  not  releafed  they  would  proceed  to  vio- 
lence— and  further,  that  your  deponents  are  fully  af- 
furcd  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  cannot  be  exe- 
cuted under  the  prefent  circumflances,  as  it  is  every 
day  becoming  more  and  more  dangerous  throughout  all 
that  part  of  the  county  of  Northa  mpton,  called  Ma- 
cungy and  upper  Milford,  and  feveral  other  places — 
and  further  faith  not. 

JACOB  EYERLY. 
STEPHEN  BALLIOT. 
Affirmed  by  the  faid  J'accd  Eyerly,  and 

jworn  by  faid  Stephen  Ballictj  and 

fubferibed  before  me9 
Will.   Henry. 


By  the  Prefidcni  of  ike  United  States  of  America^ 

A     P  R  0  C  L  A  M  A  T  I  0  N. 

^XT^THEREAS  combinations  to  defeat  the  execution 
V  V  of  the  laws  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and  dwell- 
ing houfes,  within  the  United  States,  have  exifted  in 
the  counties  of  Northampton,  Montgomery  and  Bucks, 
in  the  State  of  Pennfyivania,  and  have  proceeded  in  a 
manner  fubverfive  of  the  juit  authority  of  the  govern- 
ment, by  mifreprefentations  to  render  the  laws  odious, 
by  deterring  the  public  officers  of  the  United  States  to 
forbear  the  execution  of  their  functions,  and  by  openly 
threatening  their  lives  :  And  whereas  the  endeavours  of 
the  well  affected  citizens,  as  well  as  the  executive  offi- 
cers, to  conciliate  a  compliance  with  thofe  laws,  have 
failed  of  fuccefs,  and  certain  perfons  in  the  county  of 
Northampton  aforefaid,  have  been  hardy  enough  to 
perpetrate  certain  acls,  which  I  am  advifed  amount  to 
treafon,  being  overt  a£ts  of  levying  war  again 0:  the 
United  States;  the  faid  perfons  exceeding  one  hundred 
in  number,  and  armed  and  arrayed  in  a  warlike  manner, 
having  on  the  feventh  day  of  this  prefent  month  of 
March,  proceeded  to  the  houfe  of  Abraham  Lovering, 
in  the  town  of  Bethlehem,  and  there  compelled  Wil- 
liam Nichols,  marfhal  of  the  United  States  in  and  for 
the  diftrid  of  Pennfyivania,  to  defiit  from  the  execu- 
tion of  certain  legal  procefs  in  his  hands  to  be  exe- 
cuted,, and  having  compelled  him  to  difcharge  and  fet 
at  liberty,  certain  perfons  whom  he  had  arreited  by 
virtue  of  criminal  procefs  duly  irTued,  for  offences 
againft  the  United  States,  and  having  impeded  and  pre- 
vented the  commifiiouer  and  the  affefibrs,  appointed 
in  conformity  with  the  laws  aforefaid,  in  the  county  of 
Northampton  aforefaid,  by  threats  and  perfona!  injury, 
from  executing  the  faid  laws,  avowing  as  the  motives 
of  thefe  illegal  and  treafonable  proceedings  an  intention 
to  prevent  by  force  of  arms  the  execution  of  the  faid 
.laws,  and  to  withftand  bv  open  violence  the  lawful  au- 
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thority  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  :~and 
whereas  by  the  conftitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  I  am  anthorized,  whenever  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  fhali  be  oppofed,  or  the  execution  thereof 
obitru&ed,  in  any  State,  by  combinations  two  power- 
ful to  be  fupprefled  by  the  ordinary  courfe  of  judicial 
proceeding,  or  by  the  powers  veiled  in  the  marfhals,  to 
call  forth  military  force  to  fupprefs  fuch  combinations, 
and  to  caufe  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed  :  and  whereas 
it  is  in  my  judgment  neceffary  to  call  forth  military 
force,  in  order  to  fupprefs  the  combinations  aforefaid, 
and  to  caufe  the  laws  aforefaid  to  be  duly  executed  : 
and  I  have  accordingly  determined  fo  to  d^>,  under  the 
folemn  conviclion  that  the  efiential  interefts  of  the 
United  Siates  demand  it:  Wherefore  I  John  Adams, 
Prefident  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  command  all 
perfons  being  infurgents  as  aforefaid,  and  ail  others 
whom  it  may  concern,  on  or  before  Monday  next, 
being  the  eighteenth  day  of  this  prefent  month,  to  dif- 
perie  and  retire  peaceably  to  their  refpeftive  abodes, 
and  I  do  moreover  warn  all  perfons  whomfoever,  againfl 
aiding,  abetting,  or  comforiing  the  perpetrators  of  the 
aforefaid  treafonable  a&s;  and  I  do  require  all  officers 
and  others,  good  and  faithful  citizens,  according  to 
their  refpeclive  duties  and  the  laws  of  the  land,  to  ex- 
ert their  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent  and  fupprefs 
fuch  dangerous  and  unlawful  proceeding:. 

IN   TESTIMONY  whereof,  I  have  eaufed  the 
n    „,  Seal  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  be  af- 
'     '    ''  fixed  to  thefe  prefents,    and   figned    the  fame 
with  my  hand  : 
DONE  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  the  twelfth 
day   of  March,  in  the  Yeat  of  our  Lord   one 
feven  hundred  and  ninety  nine,  and  of  the  In- 
dependence of  the  United  Stai.es  of  America  the 
twenty-third. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
By  the  Pre  fidelity 
TIMOTHY  PICKERING,   Secretary  of  Stale. 


Letter  from   the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Governor   ef 
Pennfylvania. 

War  Department,  20th  March  1799. 

S  1  R, 
To  fupprefs  the  infurreftion  now  exifting  in  the 
counties  of  Northampton,  Bucks,  and  Montgomery 
in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  oppofition  to  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  the  Prefident  has  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  employ  a  military  force,  to  be  compofed  in 
part  of  fuch  of  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania,  whofe  fitua- 
tion,  and  ftate  of  preparation  will  enable  them  to  march 
with  promptitude.  The  corps  of  militia  firft  defired  on 
this  occafion  are  the  Troops  of  Cavalry  belonging  to 
this  City,  and  one  Troop  from  each  of  the  Counties  of 
Philadelphia,  Bucks,  Chefter,  Montgomery  and  Lan- 
cafter.  Thefe  Troops  I  have  the  honour  to  requeft 
your  Excellency  will  order,  to  hold  themfdves  in 
readinefs,  to  march  on  or  before  the  28th  inftant  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Macpherfon. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  great  refpeel: 
Sir,  your  obedient  fervant 
(Signed)  JAMES  M5HENRY. 

His  Excellency,    1 
[in./ 


Governor  Mifflin. 


Inflrutlions  to  General  Macpherfon 

War-Department,  21/I  March,  1799. 

Sir, 

IN  purfuanceof  the  Prefident's  Proclamation  bearing 
date  the  21ft  day  of  this  month,  it  has  become  in- 
difpenlable  to  determine  upon  and  put  in  motion  the 
military  force  proper  to  be  employed  for  fuppreffing 
the  infurreftion  in  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Mont- 
gomery and  Bucks  in  this  ftate. 

You  will  therefore  be  pleafed  to  form  a  detachment; 
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from  the  volunteers,  who  have  alfociatedjn  the  {late  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  been  accepted  by  the  Prefident,  as 
a  part  of  the  provisional  army,  to  confift  of  the  two  vo- 
lunteer companies  of  cavalry  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
to  which  you  will  add,  two  or  more  of  the  troops  of  mi- 
litia cavalry  of  the  fame  city  now  under  orders  to  hold 
themfelves  in  readinefs  to  march,  fo  as  to  compofe  a 
body  of  two  hundred  and  forty  horfe,  including  non- 
commiffioned  officers,  and  proceed  with  the  detach- 
ment without  delay,    to  the  theatre  of  infurrection. 

You  will  forthwith  make  returns  of  fuch  articles,  as 
may  yet  be  wanted  for  this  detachment,  that  the  neces- 
sary orders  may  be  given  for  their  delivery. 

A  paymafter  for  the  volunteers  and  militia  that  may 
be  employed,  ought  to  be  appointed:  You  willpleafe  to 
name  one,  who  will  be  advanced  a  fum,  on  account, 
equal  to  one  month's  pay,  for  the  companies,  now  called 
into  fervice. 

You  will  caufe  correct  mufter  and  pay-rolls,  for  the 
volunteers  and  militia  called  into  actual  fervice,  in  the 
ufuai  forms,  to  be  made  out,  with  the  view  of  render- 
ing the  fettlement  of  the  accounts  for  their  fervices 
prompt  and  eafy. 

The  Quarter-Mafter  of  the  detachment,  who  will  be 
appointed  by  the  Quarter  Mafter-General,  will  receive 
in  advance  from  the  Quarter  Mafter-General,  a  fum 
on  account,  which  may  be  conceived  adequate  to  the 
expenditure,  that  may  be  incurred,  in  this  particular 
department. 

Rations  will  be  furnifhed  by  the  contractor  for  fup- 
plying  the  fame  to  the  military  within  the  (late  of  Penn- 
fylvania. It  is  prefumed  he  will  employ  a  proper  agent 
or  agents,  and  execute  your  orders  with  precifion  res- 
pecting provifions. 

Doctor  Jofeph  Strong,  will  attend  the  expedition,  in 
quality  of  furgeon,  furnifhed  with  a  competent  fupply 
of  medicines  and  inftruments. 

As  one  object  of  the  expedition  is  to  aflift  the  marfhai 
of  the  diftrict  to  make  prisoners  of  and  hold  amenable  to 


>9 

judice,  perfons  who  have  either  refilled  the  fervice  of 
legal  procefs,  or  been  concerned  in  refcuing  from  him, 
thofe  who  were  in  his  lawful  cuftody,  or  for  whom  he 
may  have  procefs  on  other  charges,  and  to  conducl  the 
prifoners  to  Philadelphia ;  You  will  perceive  the  pro- 
priety of  applying  your  cavalry,  in  the  manner  bed  cal- 
culated, confidently  with  the  fafety  of  the  detachment, 
to  fecure  as  many  of  the  offenders,  at  the  fame  mo- 
ment, as  poffible. 

You  will  inform  the  Quarter  Mader-General,  and 
the  contractor  of  the  preciie  time,  you  defign  to  put  the 
detachment  in  motion,  and  make  them  acquainted  with 
whatever  it  may  be  neceffary  for  them  to  know  previ- 
oufly,  in  order  to  infure  as  much  as  poffible,  no  failure 
in  your  operations,  from  the  want  of  means,  in  either 
of  their  departments. 

The  marfhal  of  the  didri&of  Pennfylvania  will  move 
with,  and  give  you  the  names  of  the  offenders,  their 
defcriptions,  and  refpeclive  places  of  abode,  who  are 
to  be  made  prifoners  under  criminal  procefs.  You  will 
be  particularly  careful,  that  the  molt  criminal  of  the 
ringleaders,  be  attended  to,  and  in  preference  (ecured; 
and  to  prevent  by  the  mod  pointed  orders,  any  infult 
to  the  inhabitants  or  unneceffary  rigour  toward  the  pri- 
foners taken. 

It  is  left  intirely  to  your  difcretion,  to  determine  up- 
on your  place  or  places  of  rendezvous,  which  mould 
be  fuch,  as  are  bed  calculated,  to  enable  the  troops 
that  may  be  dationary,  to  defend  themfelves,  in  cafe  of 
attack,  and  alfo  to  aid  as  effectually  as  poffible  your 
parties  ofhorfe,  in  their  trandt  to  and  from  their  points 
of  departure. 

You  will  have  obferved,  that  it  isdefigned  to  give  to 
the  volunteer  and  militia  cavalry  felecled  by  you,  a 
principal  agency  in  fuppreffing  the  exiding  combina- 
tions, againd  the  laws,  and  of  quelling  an  infurre&ion 
and  rebellion  againd  the  government  and  rightful  autho- 
rity of  their  country,  at  a  time  when  its  fovereignty 
and  liberties  are  threatened,  by  a  powerful,  implacable 
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and  infidious  nation,  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  di- 
vide and  conquer  other  nations.  It  is  not  doubted 
therefore,  but  that  they  will  exhibit  an  ufeful  example 
upon  this  fervice,  ofmilitary  promptitude,  fpirit,  vigi- 
lance, difcipline  and  obedience  of  orders. 

To  be  prepared  for  adverfe  contingencies,  it  will  be 
proper  that  you  continue  the  orders  for  holding  them- 
felves  in  readinefs  to  march,  at  the  fhorteft  notice,  to 
the  volunteer  companies,  and  militia,  not  immediately 
called  into  aclua!  fervice. 

To  cover  the  aftive  operations  of  the  volunteer  and 
militia  Cavalry,  a  company  of  infantry  under  captain 
Shoemaker  and  a  company  of  artillerifts  under  captain 
Irwin,  from  Carlifle,  Pennfylvania,  have  been  order- 
ed to  march  and  rendezvous  at  Reading,  and  a  compa- 
ny of  artillerifts  at  Fort  Mifflin,  intended  to  rendezvous 
at  the  fame  place  is  under  orders  to  march  at  the  fhorteft 
notice.  Two  companies  of  artillerifts,  from  New- 
York,  and  a  party  of  infantry  recruits,  under  Lieute- 
nant Boote,  fuppofed  about  30,  from  Brunfwick, 
New-Jerfey,  have  been  ordered  to  march  to  Newtown 
Pennfylvania;  thefe  latter  troops  are  on  the  eftablifh- 
rnent  of  the  United  States;  expefted  to  arrive  at  their 
firft  places  of  rendezvous  on  or  about  the  23d  inftant, 
andfubjefted  to  your  orders,  to  be  ftationed,  where 
their  prefence  can  produce  the  beft  effecls,  and  em- 
ployed in  cafe  circumftances  fhould  require  their  aclual 
co-operation  with  the  volunteers  and  militia. 

If  rebellion  fhould  acquire  a  ftrength,  demanding 
further  force,  you  are,  ufing  a  found  difcretion,  and 
keeping  ceconomy  in  view,  fully  authorized  by  the  Pre- 
fident,  to  call  into  aclual  fervice,  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  the  volunteer  and  militia  companies,  that  have 
been  ordered  to  be  held  in  readinefs,  in  the  ftates  of 
Pennfylvania  and  New-Jerfey. 

It  is  expected,  that  the  detachment  of  volunteers 
and  militia  will  be  pufhed  forward  as  rapidly  as  the  fea- 
fon  and  roads  will  permit,  to  the  point  or  points  you 
may  think  proper  to.  occupy  with  the  regular  troops, 
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and  to  which  your  capturing  parties  may  be  inftrufted 
to  conducl  their  prifoners. 

You  are  earneftly  requefted  to  employ  every  mo- 
ment of  your  time  in  accomplifhing  the  obje&s  of  your 
command,  conformably  to  thefe  orders,  and  to  keep 
constantly  in  mind,  that  if  the  offenders  againft  the 
laws  can  be  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly  fecured,  before 
they  have  time  to  prepare  general  refiftance,  it  may 
extinguifh  the  infurreclion,  without  further  expenfe  to 
the  United  States,  or  call  upon  the  patriotifm  or  forti- 
tude of  our  fellow-citizens.  That  you  may  have  fuf- 
ficient  affiftance  in  your  own  family  to  meet  the  even- 
tual bufinefs  the  fervice  may  impofe  upon  you,  it  is 
permitted  to  you  to  appoint  a  volunteer  Aid-de-Camp, 
(fhould  you  conceive  one  to  be  neceffary)  in  addition 
to  the  aid  allowed  you  by  law,  and  to  draw  for  him, 
and  his  fervant,  rations  and  forage. 

You  will  be  able  to  judge  accurately  upon  the  fpor* 
when  oppofition  to  the  laws,  and  the  fpirit  of  revolt 
and  infurre£lion,  is  fo  far  fupprefled  in  the  difaffe&ed 
counties,  as  to  admit  the  whole  or  part  of  the  volun- 
teers and  militia,  to  return  to  their  homes  and  civil  oc- 
cupations. This  will  be  afcertained  when  the  inhabi- 
tants (hall  quietly  permit  the  commiffioners  and  afTeffors 
of  the  tax  on  land  and  hou fes,  to  perform  their  refpec- 
tive  duties,  according  to  law.  Until  this  (hall  be  the 
ftate  of  thofe  counties,  it  will  be  proper  to  continue 
the  military  force  there,  in  convenient  pofitions,  to 
produce  a  perfect  fubmifuon  to  the  authority  of  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  great  refpecl, 
Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient 
Humble  fervant, 

JAMES  M'HENRY, 
Wm.  Macpherson,  Efquire, 
Brigadier -General, 
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Renewal  or  Commerce  with  St.  Domingo. 


By  the  PRESIDENT  of  the   UNITED   STATES 
of  AMERICA. 

$  proclamation* 

WHEREAS  by  an  aQof  the  Congrefs  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  pafled  the  ninth  day  of  February  lad, 
entitled,  "  An  acl;  further  to  fufpend  the  commercial  in- 
tercourfe  between  the  United  States  and  France,  and  the 
dependencies  thereof/'  it  is  provided,  That  at  any  time 
after  the  pafling  of  this  acl;,  it  {hall  be  lawful  for  the  Pre- 
fident  of  the  United  States,  if  he  {hall  deem  it  expedient 
and  confident  with  the  interefis  of  the  United  States,  by 
his  order,  to  remit  and  difcontinue  for  the  time  being,  the 
reftraints  \md  prohibitions  by  thefaid  acl:  impofed,  either 
with  refpeel;  to  the  French  Republic,  or  to  any  ifland, 
port  or  place,  belonging  to  the  faid  Republic,  with 
which  a  commercial  intercourfe  may  fafely  be  renewed ; 
and  alfo  to  revoke  fuch  order,  whenever  in  his  opinion 
the  interelt  of  the  United  States  {hall  require  :  and  he  is 
authorifed  to  make  proclamation  thereof  accordingly. 

And  "whereas  the  arrangements  which  have  been  made 
at  St.  Domingo  for  the  fafety  of  the  commerce  of  the  U- 
ited  States,  and  for  the  admiflion  of  American  veffels 
into  certain  ports  of  that  ifland,  do  in  my  opinion,  ren- 
der it  expedient  and  for  the  interefl  of  the  United  States 
to  renew  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  fuch  ports. 

Therefore.  I  John  Adams,  Prefident  of  the  United 
States,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  veiled  in  me  by  the  above 
recited  acl;.  do  hereby  remit  and  difcontinue  the  reftraints 
and  prohibitions  therein  contained,  within  the  limits  and 
under  the  regulations  here  following  to  wit : 

1 .  It  fhall  be  lawful  for  veftels  which  have  departed 
or  may  depart  from  the  United  States,  to  enter  the  ports 
of  Cape  Francois,  and  Port  Republicain.  formerly  call- 
ed Port-au-Prince,  in  the  faid  ifland  of  St.  Domingo, 
on  and  after  the  firft  day  of  Auguft  next. 


23 

2.  No  veflel  lhall  be  cleared  for  any  other  port  in  St. 
Domingo,  than  Cape  Francois  and  Port  Republicain. 

3.  It  fhall  be  lawful  for  veffels  which  fliall  enter  the 
faid  ports  of  Cape  Francois  and  Port  Republicain,  after 
the  thirty-firft  day  of  July  next,  to  depart  from  thence 
to  any  port  in  faid  ilia nd  between  Monte  Chrifti  on  the 
North,  aud  Petit  Goave  on  the  Weft;  provided  it  be  done 
with  theconfent  of  the  government  of  St.  Domingo,  and 
purfuant  to  certificates  or  paffports  expreffing  fuch  con- 
lent,  figned  by  the  conful-general  of  the  United  States, 
or  conful  refiding  at  the  port  of  departure. 

4.  All  veffels  failing  in  contravention  of  thefe  regula- 
tions, will  be  out  of  the  protection  of  the  United  States, 
and  be  moreover  liable  to  capture,  feizure,  and  confifc 
cation. 

(L.  S.)  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  feal  of  the  U- 
nited  States,  at  Philadelphia,  the  twenty-hxth  day 
of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1 799,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  faid  States,  the  twenty. third. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
By  the  Prefedent, 

Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State. 


MISSION  to  FRANCE. 



Letter  from  Patrick  Henry,  Efa.  to  the  Secretary  of  State.. 

Charlotte  County,  in  Virginia* 
April 16th,  1799. 
S  I  R, 

JL  OUR  favour  of  the  25th  ult.  did  not  reach  me  till 
two  days  ago.  I  have  been  confined  for  feveral  weeks 
by  afevere  indifpofition,  and  am  ftill  fo  fick  as  to  be 
fcarcely  able  to  write  this. 

My  advanced  age  and  increafing  debility,  compel 
me  to  abandon  every  idea  of  ferving  my  country,  where 
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the  fcene  of  operation  is  far  diftant,  and  her  interefts 
call  for  inceflant  and  long  continued  exeition.  Confcious 
as  I  am  of  my  inability  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  Envoy, 
<Scc.  to  France,  to  which,  by  the  commiffion  you  fend 
tne,  I  am  called,  I  herewith  return  it. 

I  cannot,  however,  forbear  expreffing  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  high  fenfe  I  entertain  of  the  honor  done  me 
by  the  Prefident  and  Senate  in  the  appointment  i — and 
1  beg  of  you,  fir,  to  prefent  me  to  them  in  terms  of  the 
mod  dutiful  regard,  affuring  them  that  this  mark  of 
their  confidence  in  me,  at  a  crifis  fo  eventful,  is  a  very 
agreeable  and  flattering  proof  of  their  confideration 
towards  me,  and  that  nothing  fhort  of  abfolute  neceffity 
could  induce  me  to  withhold  my  little  aid  from  an  ad- 
miniftration,  whofe  abilities,  patriotifm,  and  virtue  de- 
ferve  the  gratitude  and  reverence  of  all  their  fellows- 
citizens. 

With  fentiments  of  very  high  regard, 

and  unfeigned  efteem, 

I  am,  fir, 

Your  moft  obedient, 

and  very  humble  fervant, 

P.  HENRY. 

The  Honourable  T.  Pickering,  Efq.  1 
Secretary  of  State.  J 


COPY, 


Copy  of  a  letter  dated  Paris,  nth  Fruclidor,  6th  year, 
(Augujl  28,  17 98 )  from  Mr-.  Talleyrand,  as  Minijle? 
of  Exterior  Relations,  to  Mr.  Pichon,    Secretary  of 
Legation,  Hague. 

(TRANSLATION.) 
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SEE  with  pleafure,  citizen,  that  the  intercourfe  of 
fociety  has  procured  you  fome  political  converfations 
with  Mr.  Murray.  I  entertain  an  efteem  for  that  mi- 
nifter.  Like  all' the  men  at  the  head  of  the  affairs  of 
the  United  States,  he  has  received  the  impreffions  which 
the  Britifh  cabinet  has  known  how  to  give  againft  us. 
He  thinks  the  meafures  of  his  government  juft  and 
fupports  them:  but  he  pofTeiTes  reafon,  underftanding 
and  a  true  attachment  to  his  country:  he  is  neither 
French  nor  Englifti:  he  is  ingenuoufly  an  American. 
I  am  not  at  all  furprifed  that  he  has  appeared  to  you  to 
wifh  fincerely  for  the  reconciliation  of  the  two  Repub- 
lics. I  will,  therefore,  cheerfully  anfwer  the  queftions 
you  put  to  me  on  different  points,  which  appeared  to 
you  not  to  be  well  eftablifhed  in  his  mind. 

I  do  not  fee  between  France  and  the  United  States 
any  clafhing  of  interefls,  any  canfe  of  jealoufy.  The 
Americans  wifli  to  be  fifhermen,  failors,  manufacturers, 
and  efpecially  hufbandmen.  In  all  thefe  points  of  view, 
their  fuccefs  is  more  at  the  expenfe  of  England  than  us. 
Why  mould  we  be  uneafy  about  them?  They  afpire  to 
the  confolidation  of  their  national  exi  (lance,  and  it  is  to 
our  purpofe  that  they  fhould  fucceed.  In  fact,  we 
fhould  have  decided  upon  very  fuperficial  views,  to 
fuftain  their  independence,  if  the  matter  was  to  feparate 
them  from  England  merely  to  leave  them  finally  infu- 
lated  among  themfelves,  on  an  extenfive  fea-coaft, 
weak,  rivalling,  and  impoverished  by  each  other,  and 
torn  by  foreign  intrigues.  We  know  that  Great-Bri- 
tain would  foon  have  put  together,  piece  by  piece,  thofe 
fcattered  fhreds,  and  we  fhould  have  done  nothing  ufe- 
ful  for  ourfelves,  if  fo  miferable  a  chance  of  it  were  not 
daily  rendered  more  remote. 
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What,  therefore,  is  the  caufe  of  the  mifunderftand- 
ing,  which,  if  France  did  not  manifeft  herfeif  more  wile, 
would  henceforth  induce  a  violent  rupture  between  the 
two  republics?  Neither  incompatible  interefts,  nor  pro- 
jects of  aggrandilement  divide  them.  After  all,  diftruft 
alone  has  done  the  whole.  The  government  of  the 
United  States  has  thought,  that  France  wanted  to  revo- 
lutionize it.  France  has  thought,  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States  wanted  to  throw  itfelf  into  the  arms 
of  England.  It  does  not  require  much  (kill  to  divine 
which  is  the  cabinet  interefted  in  the  two  events  pro- 
ducing each  other,  and  which  invifibly  puts  in  motion 
all  the  expedients  calculated  to  make  them  take  effecl. 
Let  us  open  our  eyes  on  both  fides.  I  am  difpofed  to 
admit  that  the  conduct  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  may  be  explained  by  other  caufes  than  thofe  here- 
tofore preiumed.  But  let  it  on  its  part  underftand,  that 
the  French  government,  wounded  as  it  may  be,  is  too 
wife  to  entertain  the  views  of  difturbanee  which  the 
other  fuppofes.  It  concerns  a  republic,  founded  on 
the  fyftem  of  representation,  to  fupport  and  not  to  weak- 
en fimilar  eftabiifhments.  The  liability  of  this  fyftem 
abroad  is  a  neceflary  example  at  home. — France,  in 
fine,  has  a  double  motive,  as  a  nation  and  as  a  Re- 
public, not  to  expofe  to  any  hazard  the  prefent  e xi fi- 
ance of  the  United  States. — Therefore  it  never  thought 
of  making  war  againft  them,  nor  exciting  civil  commo- 
tions among  them:  and  every  contrary  fuppofition  is 
an  infuit  to  common  fenfe. 

Thefe  fundamental  principles  being  eftablifhed,  it 
is  natural  to  afk  by  what  fatality  a  good  underftanding 
was  not  long  fince  reftored. — It  was  becaufe  irritation 
being  mingled  with  diftruft,  neither  party  yielded  to  real 
conciliatory  inclinations. — In  the  United  States  it  was 
fuppofed  that  the  French  government  was  temporizing, 
in  order  to  ftrike  the  blow  with  greater  certainty; 
whence  refulted  a  crowd  of  meafures  more  and  more 
aggravating. — In  France  it  was  fuppofed  that  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  wiflied  only  the  appear- 
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ances  of  a  negotiation,  whence  refulted  a  certain  de- 
mand for  pledges  of  good  faith. 

Let  us  fubftitute  calmnefs  for  paffion,  confidence  for 
fufpicions,  and  we  mail  foon  agree. — I  ufed  my  endea- 
vors to  enter  upon  a  negotiation  in  this  fpirit  with  Mr. 
Gerry. — My  correfpondence  with  him,  until  the  day  of 
his  departure,  is  a  curious  monument  of  advances  on 
my  part  and  of  evafions  on  hist — It  is  wrong  to  think, 
that  I  confined  myfelf  to  vague  proteftations. — Among 
that  feries  of  official  letters,  which  will  douhtlefs  be 
published  at  Philadelphia,  I  felecl  one  of  the  30th 
Prairial,  wherein  you  will  fee  that  I  make  very  pofitive 
proportions,  without  any  mixture  of  preliminary  con- 
ditions. This  letter  was  followed  by  three  notes  upon 
the  articles  to  be  difcuffed,  and  I  intended  to  complete 
the  others  in  this  manner,  if  Mr.  Gerry  had  not  refus- 
ed to  anfwer  thereto. 

When  it  became  neceffary  to  abandon  the  idea  of 
treating  with  that  envoy,  who  thought  it  important  only 
to  know  how  a  negotiation  might  thereafter  be  refumed, 
I  gave  him  the  moft  folemn  affurances  concerning  the 
reception  that  a  new  Plenipotentiary  would  receive. 
It  was  far  from  my  thoughts  to  infinuate  that  the  Prefi- 
dent  mould  fend  one  from  the  United  States,  inftead 
of  inverting  with  his  powers  fome  one  wdio  was  in  Eu- 
rope; far  lefs  that  the  envoy  mould  land  dire6tly  in 
France  inftead  of  announcing  it  in  a  neighbouring  coun- 
try.— I  wifhed  merely  to  fay  that  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory was  fo  decided  for  a  reconciliation,  that  all  tam- 
pering would  be  fuperfluous,  that  an  a6l  of  confidence 
in  it,  would  excite  its  own. — I  fhould  be  very  badly 
underftood,  if  there  fhould  be  found  in  my  expreflions, 
a  reitri&ion  on  the  nature  of  the  choice,  which  the  Pre- 
fident  might  make. — I  wifhed  to  encourage  Mr.  Gerry? 
by  teftimonies  of  regard,  that  his  good  intentions  me- 
rited.— Although  I  could  not  diffemble  that  he  wanted 
decifion,  at  a  moment  when  he  might  have  eafily  ad- 
jufted  every  thing. — It  does  not  thence  follow  that  I 
dvxgnatedhim;  I  will  even  avow  that  I  think  him  too 
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irrefolute  to  be  fit  to  liaiten  the  concluiion  of  an  affair 
of  this  kind. — The  advantages  which  I  prized  in  him 
are  common  to  all  Americans,  who  have  not  manifefted 
a  predilection  for  England. — Can  it  be  beiieved  that  a 
man  who  fhould  profefs  a  hatred  or  contempt  of  the 
French  Republic,  or  ihould  manifect  himfelf  the  advo- 
cate of  Royalty,  can  infpire  the  Directory  with  a  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  ?  I  fhould  have  difguifed  the  truth, 
if  I  had  left  this  matter  ambiguous:  it  is  not  to  wound 
the  independence  of  that  government,  to  point  out  to  a 
iincere  friend  of  peace,  the  fhoals  he  ought  to  avoid. 

As  to  the  mediation  of  the  Eatavian  republic,  and  of 
Spain,  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  ferious  que  (lion 
about  it,  and  it  appears  to  me  abfolutely  ufelefs.  The 
United  States  might  hefitate,  in  the  prefent  date  of 
things,  to  refer  themfelves  to  their  impartiality,  and  be- 
fides,  I  perceive  no  fubject  which  may  not  be  arranged 
directly. 

I  know  that  the  diftance  which  feparates  France  and 
the  United  States  opens  a  vaft  field  for  incidents,  and 
there  have  been  but  too  many  of  them.  But  the  Exe- 
cutive Directory  is  unfhaken  in  the  conduct,  which  may 
bed  obviate  them.  The  excefs  even  of  provocations 
has  deadened  their  effect.  The  government  of  the 
United  States  furrounds  itfelf  with  precautions  again  ft 
an  imaginary  attack.  To  ftretch  the  hand  to  deluded 
friends,  is  what  one  republic  owes  to  another,  and  I 
cannot  doubt  that  the  dignity  of  that  attitude  will  con- 
vince the  Prefident  of  our  pacific  intentions. 

The  two  governments  ought  above  all  to  be  attentive 
to  indirect  attempts  to  alienate  them  ftill  more.  Their 
prudence  will  fecure  this  object,  and  I  mall  cite  but 
one  example  of  it.  You  have  told  Mr.  Murray  the 
truth  refpecting  Dr.  Logan.  But  I  perceive,  that  on 
all  hands  it  is  attempted  to  produce  a  belief  in  America, 
that  we  arc  negociating  with  him.  On  the  7th  of  this 
month  a  very  infidious  paragraph  was  inferted  in  the 
M  Bien  Informe."     It  is  therein  intimated  that,  guided 
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by  the  citizen  Thomas  Paine,  Dr.  Logan  has  made  ap- 
plication to  the  Executive  Dirc&ory,  in  the  character 
offecret  agent.  Thedoclor  has  complained  bitterly  of 
it  to  me.  He  has  no  need  of  j  unifying  hirnfelf  concern- 
ing a  matter,  the  falfity  of  which  I  know  better  than  any 
body :  but  he  allured  me,  that  having  once  only  met 
Thomas  Paine,  at  the  houfe  of  a  third  perfon,  he  found 
him  fo  prejudiced  againlt  the  United  States,  and  fo 
opinionative,  with  refpeci  to  an  influence  he  neither 
poffeffes  among  them  nor  us,  that  he  abftained  from 
converfing  any  more  with  him.  Moreover,  to  cut  fhort 
all  mifunderftanding,  I  engaged  Dr.  Logan  to  podpone 
till  another  time  the  experiments  he  propofes  to  make 
on  agriculture,  and  to  return  home.  As  to  Mr.  Hitch- 
born  of  Maffachufetts,  I  was  even  ignorant  till  now  that 
he  was  in  Europe.  A  fmgle  word  will  fuffice  for  the 
reft. 

We  want  nothing  but  juftice  on  the  part  of  the  li- 
nked States :  we  afk  it :  we  offer  it  to  their  government : 
it  may  depend  upon  the  candor  of  the  Executive  Di- 
re6tory. 

You  will  not  doubt.  Citizen,  that  I  approve  of  the 
communications  which  your  zeal  has  caufed  you  to  feek 
with  Mr.  M.  iince  I  enable  you  to  rename  them  with 
official  elucidations. 

&e.  &c.  &c. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 


Copy  of  a  Letter,  dated  Paris,  le  1 1  Frutlidor,  an  69 
(Augnfl  28,  1798,)  from  M.  Talleyrand,  as  Minifier 
of  Exterior  Relations,  to  M.  Pichon,  Secretary  of 
Legation,    Hague. 

JE  vois  avec  plaifir,  Citoyen,  que  des  rapproche- 
mens  de  fociete  vous  aient  procure  quelques  con- 
ventions politiques  avec  Mr.  Murray.  Je  fais  cas  de 
ce  Miniftre.  II  a  recu  comme  tous  les  hommes  qui 
font  a  la  tete  des  affaires  des  Etat  Unis,  les  njipreifions 
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que  le  cabinet  Britannique  a  feu  dormer  contrenous. — 
Ii  croit  les  mefures  de  fon  gouvernment  juries,  et  les 
foutient;  mais  ii  a  de  la  ration,  des  lumieres,  un  veri- 
table attachment  pour  Ton  pais  :  il  n'eft  ni  Francois  ni 
Anglais  ;  il  eft  franchement  Americain.  Te  ne  fuis 
point  etonne  qu'il  vous  ait  paru  defirer  fincerement  la 
reconciliation  des  deux  republiques  :  je  reponderais 
done  volontiers  aux  queftions  que  vous  me  faites  fur 
differens  points,  que  vous  out  paru  mal  etablis  dans  fon 
efprit. 

Je  ne  vois  entre  la  France  et  les  Etats  Unis  aucun 
choc  d 'interets,  aucun  motif  ciejaloufie.  Les  Ameri- 
cans defirent  etre  pecheurs,  navigateurs,  manufactu- 
riers,  et  furtout  agriculteurs.  Sous  tous  ces  rapports, 
leur  fucces  font  plus  aux  depens  de  l'Angleterre, 
qu'aux  notres.  Pourquoi  en  ferions  nous  inquiets  ? 
lis  afpirent  a  confolider  leur  exiftence  nationale,  et  il 
nous  convient  qu'ils  y  parvierment.  Nous  nous  ferions 
decides  en  effet,  fur  des  vues  bien  fuperficielles,  a  fou- 
tenir  leur  independance,  s'il  n'avait  ete  queftion  de  les 
feparer  de  l'Angleterre,  que  pour  les  laifferenfuiteifoles 
entr'eux,  fur  une  longue  cote  maritime,  faibles,  rivaux, 
appauvris  Tun  par  Fautre,  et  dechires  par  des  intrigues 
etrangeres.  Nous  favons  que  la  Grande  Briiagne  fe  fe 
rait  bientot  rattachee  piece  a  piece  ces  lambeaux  epars, 
et  nous  n'aurions  rien  fait  cTutile  pour  nous,  fi  une 
chance  aufE  facheufe  ne  s'eloignait  de  j  >ur  en  jour. 

Quelle  eft  done  la  caufe  de  la  mefinteliigence  qui, 
fi  la  France  ne  fe  montrait  la  plus  fage,  amenerait  des 
ce  moment  une  rupture  eclatante  entre  les  deux  repub- 
liques ?  Ce  ne  font  ni  des  interets  incompatibles,  ni 
des  projets  d  aggrandifement,  qui  les  divifent.  En  der- 
niere  analyfe,  la  defiance  feule  a  tout  fait.  Le  gou- 
vernement  des  Etat  Unis  a  cru,  quela  France  voulait 
le  revolutionner.  La  France  a  cru,  que  le  gouverne- 
ment  des  Etats  Unis  voulait  fe  jetter  dans  les  bras  de 
l'Angleterre.  II  ne  faut  pas  etre  tres  habile  pour  de- 
viner  quel  eft  le  cabinet  mterefTe  a  ce  que  ces  deux 
evenemens  naiffent  fun  de  l'autre,  et  qui  fnitjouer  in- 
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vifiblement  tous  les  reiTorts  propres  a  les  faire  eclore.— * 
Ouvrons  les  yeux  de  part  et  d'autre.  Je  fuis  difpofe  a 
admettre  que  la  conduite  du  gouvernement  des  Etats 
Unis  puiffe  s'expliquer  par  d'autres  motifs,  que  ceux 
prefumes  jufqu'ici.  Mais  qu'il  comprenne  de  Ton  cote 
que  le  gouvernement  Francais,  tout  bleffe  qu'il  foit,  et 
trop  eclaire,  pour  avoir  les  vues  d'agitation  qu'il  lui 
fuppofe.  II  importe  a  une  republique  fondee  fur  le  fyf- 
teme  reprefentatif  dafTerrnir  et  non  d  ebranler  les  etab- 
liffemens  analogues.  La  ftabilite  de  ce  fyfteme  chez  les 
autres,  eft  une  example  neceffaire  chez  nous-memes. 
La  France  enfin  a,  comme  puiffance  et  comme  repub- 
lique, tun  double  motif  de  n'expofer  a.  aucun  hazard 
1'exiftence  acluelle  des  Etats  Unis.  Auffi  na-t-elle  ja- 
mais penfe,  ni  a  leur  faire  la  guerre,  ni  a.  y  exciter  des 
commotions  civiles,  et  toute  fuppo-fition  contraire,  eft 
une  au  fens  commun. 

Ces  bafes  polees,  il  eft  naturel  de  demander,  par 
quelle  fatalite  la  bonne  intelligence  n'a  pas  ete  retablie 
de  bonne  heure?  Ceft  que  l'irritation  setant  melee  a 
la  defiance,  on  n'a  pris  ni  de  part  ni  d'autre  des  biais 
veritablement  conciliatoires.  On  a  fuppofe  dans  les 
Etats  Unis  que  le  gouvernement  Francois  temponfait, 
pour  frapper  plus  furement ;  dela.  une  foule  de  mefures 
de  plus  en  plus  aggravantes.  On  a  fuppofe  en  France 
que  le  gouvernment  des  Etats  Unis  ne  voulait  que  les 
apparences  d'une  negociation  ;  dela  une  certaine  infifl- 
ance  fur  des  gages  de  bonne  foi. 

Subftituons  le  calme  aux  paffions,  la  confiance  aux 
foupcons,  et  bientot  nous  ferons  d'accord.  J'ai  fait, 
mes  efforts  pour  monter  une  negociation  fur  ce  ton  avec 
M.  Gerry.  Ma  correfpondence  avec  lui,  jufqu'au  jour 
de  fon  depart,  eft  un  monument  curieux  d'avances  de 
ma  part,  d'evafions  de  la  fienne.  Ceft  une  erreur  de 
croire  que  je  me  fois  'enu  a  des  proteftations  vagues 
dans  cette  ferie  de  dipeches  qui  feront  fans  doute  pub- 
lies  a  Philadelphie,  j'en  choifes  une  du  30  Prairial,  on 
vous  verrez  que  je  fais  des  proportions  tres  pofitives, 
fans  aucun  melange  de  conditions  prealables.  Cette  let- 
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tre  a  etc  fuivie  de  trois  notes  fur  les  articles  a.  difcuter, 
et  je  comptais  cpuifer  tous  les  autres  de  cette  maniere, 
fi  M.  Gerry  ne  s'etait  refufe  ay  repondre. 

Lorfqu'il  a  falki  renoncer  a  traiter  avec  cet  envoye, 
qui  ne  mettait  d'importance  qua  favoir  comment  une 
negociation  fe  reprendroit  plus  tard,  je  lui  ai  donne  les 
afiurances  les  plus  folemnellcs,  fur  1'acceuil  que  rece- 
vraitun  nouveau  plenipotentiaire.  II  etait  loin  de  ma 
penfee  d'infinuer  que  le  Preiident  dut  le  faire  partir  des 
Etats  Unis,  aulieu  d'invefter  de  ces  pouvoirs  quelqu'un 
qui  fut  en  Europe ;  biens  moins  encore  que  i'Envoye 
dut  debarquer  directment  en  France,  au  lieu  de  l'an- 
noncer  d'un  pais  voifin.  }'ai  voulu  dire  feulement  que 
le  Direcioire  Executif  etait  tellement  prononce  pour 
la  reconciliation,  que  tout  tatonnement  etait  fuperflu, 
qu'une  acle  de  confiance  envers  lui,  provoquerait  la 
fienne.  fe  ferais  bien  mal  entendu,  fi  Ton  trouvait 
dans  mes  exprefiions,  une  reftriclion  fur  la  nature  du 
cboix,  que  pouvrait  faire  le  Prefident.  f'ai  voulu  en- 
courager  M.Gerry  paries  temoignages  degards  que  fes 
bonnes  intentions  meritaient;  quoique,  je  ne  puiffe  me 
diffimuler  qiul  a  manque  de  decifion,  dans  un  moment, 
ou  il  pouvait  facilement  tout  ajufter.  II  ne  s'en  fuit 
pas  que  je  le  defigne,  j'avouerai  meme  que  je  le  crois 
trop  irrefolu  pour  etre  propre  a  bater  la  conclufion 
d'une  affaire  de  ce  genre.  Les  avantages  que  j'ai  loues 
en  lui,  font  commun  a  tous  les  Americains  qui  nont 
point  montre  de  predilection  pour  1'Angleterre.  Peut 
on  croire  qu'un  homme  qui  profelferait  haine  ou  mepris 
pour  la  Republique  Francaife,  ou  fe  montrerait  1'avocat 
de  la  royaute,  puiffe  infpirer  au  Direcloire  une  opinion 
favorable  des  difpofitions  du  gouvernement  des  Etats 
Unis  ?  J'aurais  deguife  la  verite,  fi  j'eufle  laiffe  du 
louche  a  cet  egard  :  ce  n'eft  pas  bleffer  1'Independance 
de  ce  gouvernement,  que  de  fignaer  len  ami  fincere 
delapaix,  les  ecueils  qu'ilfaut  eviter. 

Quant  a  la  mediation  de  la  Republique  Batave  et  de 
l'Elpagne  je  ne  fache  pas  qu'il  en  foit  ferieufement  quef- 
tion,  et  elle  me  parait  abfolument  inutile— Les  Etats 
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Unis  pourraient  heTiter,  dans  l'Etat  actuel  des  chofes9 
a  fen  rapporter  a  leur  impartialite,  et  d'ailleurs  je  ne 
vois  aucun  point,  qui  ne  puifle  etre  arrange  direcle- 
ment. 

Je  fens  que  la  diftance  qui  fepare  la  France  et  les 
Etats  Unis  laiffe  un  champ  vafte  aux  incidens,  et  il  n'y 
en  a  eu  deja  que  trop — Mais  le  Direcloire  Executif  eft 
inebranlable  dans  la  conduite,  que  peut  le  mieux  y  ob~ 
vier — L'Exces  meme  des  provocations  en  a  amorti 
l'efFet — Le  gouvernement  des  Etats  Unis  f'entourede 
precautions  contre  une  attaque  imaginaire.  Tendre  la 
main  a  des  amis  abufes,  voila  ce  qu'  une  Republique 
doit  a  lautre,  et  je  ne  puis  douter  que  ladignite  de  cet- 
te  attitude  ne  convainque  le  Prendent  de  nos  inten- 
tions pacifiques. 

Les  deux  gouvernemens  doivent  surtout  s'attendre  a 
des  tentatives  indiredes  pour  les   aliener  deplus  en  plus. 
Leur  prudence  les  en  guarantira,  et  je  n'en  citera  quun 
exemple — Vous  avezdita  M.   M.  la  verite  au  fujet  du 
Docleur  Logan— cependant  je  mappercois  que  de  tous 
cotes  on  cherche  a  faire  penier  en  Amerique  que   nous 
negocions  avec  lui.     Le   7  de   ce  mois,   un  paragraphe 
ties  infidieux  a  eteinfere  dans  le  '  Bieninforme' — On  y 
fait  entendre  que  guide  par  le  citoyen  Thomas  Paine,  le 
Docleur  Logan  s'eft  addreffe  au  Direcloire  Executif,  en 
qualite  d' Agent  fecret — Le  Docleur  s'en  eft  plaint  vive- 
ment  a  moi.     II  navoit  pas  befoin  de  fe  juftifier  sur  un 
fait,  dont  je  connais  la  fauffete  mieux  que  perfonne ; 
mais  il  ma  affure  qu  ay  ant  rencontre  une  feule  fois  Th. 
Paine  en  maifon  tierce,  il  Tavait  trouve  tellement  pre- 
venu  contre  les  Etats  Unis,  et  preoccupe  d'une  influence 
qu'il  n'a  ni  chez  eux  ni  chez  nous,  qu  il  s'etait  abflenu 
de  converfer  davantage  avec  lui.    Au   furplus,  pour  cou- 
per  court  a   tout  malentendu,  j'ai   engage  le  Doct.  Lo- 
gan a  remettre  a  d'autres  terns  les  experiences  qu  il  pro- 
pofe  fur  l'agriculture,  et  a  retourner  dans  fes  foyers. — 
Quant    a  Mr.  Hilchborn   du  Maflachufetts,    j'ignorais 
rneme  jusqu'ici  qu  il  fut  en  Europe.     Un  feul  mot  doit; 
faffir  d'allieurs. 

E 
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Nous  tie  voulons  que  juftice  de  la  part  des  Etats  Unis. 
Nous  la  demandons.  Nous  rofFronr>  a.  leur  gouverne- 
ment;  il  peut  fe  repofcr  surla  loyauie  du  Direcfoire  Ex- 
ecu  tif. 

Vous  ne  douterez  pas,  Citoyen,  queje  n 'approve  Ies 
communications  que  votre  zele  vous  a  fait  rechercher 
avec  M.  .M.  puisqueje  vous  tnets  a  memede  les  repren- 
dre  avec  des  donnees  officielles. 

&c-  &c. 
Ch.  Mau.  TALDEYRAND. 


[This  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Murray,  without  the  French 

original.] 

Paris  the  7th  Vendemiaire  of  the  7th  year 
of  the  French  Republic,  one  andindivifi- 
ble  (September  28,  1798) 

The  Minifter  of  Exterior  Relations, 

To   Citizen  Pichon,    Secretary  of  Legation  of  the 
French  Republic,  near  the  Batavian  Republic. 

I  HAVE  received  fucceffively,  citizen,  your  letters 
of  the  (8th  and  13th  September,)  22d  and  27th 
Fruclidor — They  give  me  more  and  more  caufe  to  be 
pleafed  with  the  meafureyou  have  adopted,  to  detail  to 
me  your  converfations  with  Mr.  Murray — thofe  con- 
versations at  firft  merely  friendly,  have  acquired  a  con- 
fiftency,  by  my  fanciion,  tranfmitted  to  you  on  the 
nth  Fructidor,  (28th  Auguft,)  I  do  not  regret  that 
you  have  trufted  to  Mr.  Murray's  honour  a  copy  of  my 
letter. — It  was  intended  only  for  you  ;  and  it  contains 
nothing  but  what  is  conformable  to  the  government's  in- 
tention. I  am  fully  convinced  that  mould  explanations 
once  take  place  with  confidence  between  the  two  cabi- 
nets, irritation  would  ceafe,  a  number  of  mifunderltand- 
ings  would  difappear,  and  the  ties  ef  friendfliip  would 
be  the  ?norefirongly  united*  as  both  parties  would  be  made 


fenfible  what  hand  had  attempted  to  dif unite  them.  But  I 
do  not  conceal  from  you  that  your  letter  of  the  2d  and 
3d  Vendemiaire,  (23d  and  24th  September,)  this  mo- 
ment arrived,  furprii'es  me  much — what  Mr.  Murray 
is  mil  doubtful  of,  has  been  very  explicitly  declared, 
before  even  the  Prefident's  mefTage  to  Congrefs  of  the 
3d  Meffidor,  (21ft  June,)  was  known  in  France — I  had 
written  it  to  Mr.  Gerry,  namely  on  the  24th  Meffidor, 
(12  July.)  and  41b  Thermidor;  (July  22d.)  I  repeated 
it  to  him  before  he  fet  off.— -A  whole  paragraph  of  my 
letter  to  you  of  the  11th  Fru&idor,  (28th  Augud,)  of 
which  Mr.  Murray  has  a  copy,  is  devoted  to  develope 
ftill  more  the  fixed  determination  of  the  French  govern- 
ment.— According  to  theft  bafts,  you  -were  right  to  afferi- 
that  whatever  Plenipotentiary  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States  might  fend  to  France  in  order  to  terminate  the 
exifiing  difference  between  the  two  ccuntries,  he  would  be 
undoubtedly  received  with  the  refpeti  due  to  the  reprefenta- 
tive  of  a  free,  independent  and  powerful  nation. 

I  cannot  perfuade  myfelf,  citizen,  that  the  Ameri- 
can government  need  any  further  declaration  from  us, 
to  take  the  refolution,  in  order  to  renew  the  negociations, 
to  adopt  fuch  meafures,  as  would  fuggeft  their  wifh  to 
bring  the  differences  to  a  peaceable  end — If  mifunder- 
ftandings  on  both  fides  have  prevented  former  explana- 
tions reaching  that  end,  it  is  prefumable  that  thefemis- 
underftandings  being  done  away  nothing  henceforth 
will  raife  any  obftacle  to  the  reciprocal  difpofitions — 
The  Prefident's  inftructions  to  his  envoys  at  Paris, 
which  I  have  only  been  acquainted  with,  by  the  copy 
given  to  you  by  Mr.  Murray,  and  by  me  received  the 
21  ft  Meffidor,  (9th  July,)  announce,  if  they  contain 
the  whole  of  the  American  government's  intentions,  dis- 
pofitions,  which  can  only  add  to  thofe  the  Directory  has 
always  entertained:  And  notwithstanding  the  pofterior 
a&s  of  that  government,  notwithstanding  the  irritating 
andalmofthoftile  meafures  which  they  have  adopted,  the 
Directory  has  fliewn  that  it  perfifted  in  the  difpofitions 
confignedas  well  in  my  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Ger- 
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ry,  as  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  nth  Frnclidor,  and 
which  I  have  herein  before  repeated  in  the  molt  explicit 
manner— carry  therefore,  citizen,  to  Mr.  Murray  thefe 
pofitive  expreflions  to  convince  him  of  our  fincerity, 
and  requeft  him  to  tranfmit  them  to  his  government. 

I  prefume,  citizen,  that  this  letter  will  find  you  at 
the  Hague.  If  not,  I  afk,  it  maybe  fent  back  to  you 
at  Paris. 

Salute  and  Fraternity, 
(Signed)         CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 


[No.    22.] 

Department   of   State. 

Philadelphia^  March  6th,  l 799. 
S  1  R, 

IT  INCLOSE  a  commiflion  conftituting  you  in  con~ 
-i  junction  with  the  chief  Juflice  Ellfworth  and  Patrick 
Henry,  Efq.  of  Virginia,  Envoys  Extraordinary  and 
Minifters  Plenipotentiary  to  the  French  Republic.  By 
the  Prefident's  direction  I  enclofe  for  your  information 
copies  of  his  melfages  to  the  Senate  of  18th  and  25th  of 
March,  by  the  latter  of  which  you  will  fee  the  motives 
inducing  the  nomination  of  a  commijjion  for  the  purpofe 
of  negotiating  with  France,  inftead  of  refting  the  bufi- 
nefs  wholly  with  you. — This  will  doubtlefs  be  agreeable 
by  relieving  you  from  the  weight  of  a  fole  refponfibility 
in  an  affair  of  fuch  magnitude. 

It  is  the  Prefident's  defire  that  you  by  letter  to  the 
French  minifter  of  foreign  relations,  inform  him  "  that 
"  Oliver  Ellfworth,  Chief  Juflice  of  the  United  States, 
n  Patrick  Henry,  late  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  your- 
"  felf,  are  appointed  Envoys  Extraordinary  8c  Minifters 
■"  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  the  French  Re- 
**  public,  with  full  powers  to  difcufs  and  fettle  by  a 
^  treaty,  all  controverfies  between  the  United   States 
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f*  and  France :"  But,  "that  the  two  former  will  not 
"  embark  for  Europe  untit  they  fhall  have  received 
"  from  the  Executive  Directory,  direct,  and  unequivo- 
"  cal  affurances,  fignified  by  their  Secretary  of  fo- 
"  reign  relations,  that  the  Envoys  fhall  be  received  in 
£  character  to  an  audience  of  the  Directory,  and  that  they 
"  fhall  enjoy  all  the  prerogatives  attached  to  that  charac- 
u  tor  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  a  minifter  or  mini- 
"  flers  of  equal  powers  fhall  be  appointed  and commis- 
*s  fioned  to  treat  with  them." 

The  anfwwer  you  fhall  receive  to  your  letter  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  tranfmit  to  this  office. 

You  will  alfo  be  pleafed  to  underftand  ittobe  the  Pre- 
fident's  opinion,  that  no  more  indirect  and  inofficial 
communications,  written  or  verbal,  mould  beheld  with 
any  perfons  whatever,  agents  on  behalf  of  France,  orjt 
the  fubjecls  of  difference  between  the  United  States 
and  the  French  Republic. — If  the  French  government 
really  defire  a  fettlement  of  the  exifting  differences,  it 
muft  take  the  courfe  above  pointed  out :  unlefs  the  exe- 
cutive Directory  fhould  prefer  fending  a  Minifter  Ple- 
nipotentiary to  the  United  States. 

I  have,  the  honor  to  be, 
very  refpe6lfully,  fir, 
Your  obedient  fervant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 


William  Vans  Murray,  Efq. 
Minifter  of  the  United  States 
at  the  Hague. 


•} 
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(COPY.) 

The  Hague,  §th  May,  1799. 
Citizen  Minifter, 


T  is  with  the  greateft  pleafure  that  I  haften  to  ful- 
fil the  inftru&ions,  which  I  have  juft- had  the  honor  to 
Teceive  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  informing  you  that  the  Prefident  has  ap- 
pointed Oliver  Elifworth,  Chief  Juftice  of  the  United 
States,  Patrick  Henry,  late  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
William  Vans  Murray,  Minifter  Refident  of  the  United 
States  at  ihe  Hague,  to  be  Envoys  Extraordinary  and 
Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  the 
French  Republic,  with  full  powers  to  difcufs  and  fet- 
tle by  a  Treaty?  all  controverfies  between  the  United 
States  and  France;  but  that  the  two  former  (Mr.  Ellf- 
worth and  Mr.  Henry)  will  not  embark  for  Europe  un- 
til they  ill al  1  have  received  from  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory, direcl:  and  unequivocal  affurances  fignifkd  by  their 
Minifter  of  Foreign  Relations,  that  the  Envoys  fhall 
be  received  in  character  to  an  audience  of  the  Direc- 
tory, and  that  they  fh all  enjoy  all  the  prerogatives  at- 
tached to  that  character  by  the  Law  of  Nations,  and 
that  a  Minifter  or  Minifters  of  equal  powers  fhall  be 
appointed  and  Commiftioned  to  Treat  with  them. 

I  requeft  you,  Citizen  Minifter,  to  lay  this  fubjecl 
before  your  government,  and  as  the  diftance  is  fo  great 
and  the  obftacles  fo  numerous  in  an  Atlantic  voyage, 
that  you  will  favour  me,  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  with  the 
anfwer  which  is  to  lead  to  fuch  happy  and  important  con- 
fequences. 

Accept,  Citizen  Minifter,  the  affurances  of  my  per- 
fect and  high  efieem. 

(Signed)  Wm.  V.  MURRAY. 

To  the  Citizen  Talleyrand, 

Minijler  of  the  Exterior 

Relations  of  the   French 

Republic,  &c  &C* 

Paris, 


The  Hague,  yth  Moy  i  799, 
Dear  Sir, 

On  the  4th  inftant  late  in  the  evening,  I  had  the 
honour  to  receive  your  No.  22,  containing  the  com- 
million  of  envoys. 

On  the  fifth  I  addreffed,  precifely  agreeably  to  your 
inftructions,  as  I  conceived,  the  inclofed  letter  to  Mr. 
Talleyrand,  the  minifter  of  exterior  relations.  You 
will  perceive.  Sir,  that  I  did  not  think  myfelf  at  liberty 
to  go,  not  only  not  out  of  the  commas,  but  beyond 
them — In  one  word  alone  I  deviated,  in  the  word, 
"  Minifter"  inftead  of  "  Secretary"  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions.— No  direct  nor  indirect  and  inofficial  communi- 
cations written  or  verbal  be  held  by  me  with  the  French 
agents  on  American  affairs. 

r  I  accept  the  appointment  which  it  has  pleafed  the 
Prefident  to  cloath  me  with,  under  a  grateful  fenfe  of 
the  high  honour  conferred  upon  me,  fo  unexpectedly, 
by  this  mark  of  his  confidence. — I  may  be  allowed  to 
fay,  that  though  I  was  deeply  fenfible  of  the  honour 
conferred  by  the  fir  it  nomination,  and  Hi  all  always  I 
hope  retain  a  mod  grateful  recollection  of  it;  yet  Sir, 
the  new  modification  of  that  nomination  gave  me  great 
pleafure,  always  conceiving  as  I  thought  I  did,  that 
any  negociation  with  France  would  be  full  of  anxieties 
and  political  perils  to  the  envoys  that  fhould  be  em- 
ployed by  our  government,  I  had  no  wifhes  to  be 
engaged  in  it,  and  no  expectation  that  I  fhould  be: 
To  have  a  (hare  in  it  was  by  me  unfought :  you  will 
excufe  this  declaration,  becaufe  I  was  inftrumental  in 
certain  preliminary  fteps  relative  to  the  advances  of 
France,  which  produced  the   bafis  of  the  appointment. 

I  fent  the  original  of  the  inclofed  to  Mr.  Talleyrand 
by  poft,  another,  a  copy,  to  Major  Mountflorence  to 
be  handed  to  him,  a  third  to  a  Mr.  Griffith  for  Major 
M.  in  cafe  the  other  failed,  to  be  opened  by  Mr.  G.  if 
Major  M.  fhould  have  been  out  of  Paris,  and  directed 
Mr.  G.  to  follow  the  inftructions  which  he  would  find  in 
the  letter  to  Major  M.  which  were  to  deliver  the  inclofed 
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to  Mr.  Talleyrand  and  take  his  letter,  anfwer  for  me, 
and  to  fend  it  to  me. 

As  loon  as  I  have  the  anfwer  of  the  Directory,  I 
fhali  have  the  honour  of  tranfmitting  copies  to  you  Sir, 
by  different  ways. 

I  am,  with  the  greateft  refpe6t 
and  fincere  efteem 
dear  Sir 

faithfully  your  moft  obt.  fervant 
WILLIAM  V.  MURRAY. 
The  Honourable 

Timothy  Pickering  Efq. 
Secretary  of  ftate  of  the 
U.  States  of  America. 


Paris  23d,  Threat,  [12th  May,  1799.]  jtk  year 
of  the  French  Republic,  one  and  mdivijible. 

The  Minijler  of  Exterior  Relations, 
To  Mr.  William  Vans  Murray,  Minijler  Refdent  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  Hague. 

I  augur  two  well,  fir,  from  the  eagernefsyou  difplay 
in  fulfilling  the  inftruciions  of  your  government,  not  to 
haften  to  anfwer  the  letter  I  received  from  you  dated 
the  15th  of  this  Month. 

The  Executive  Directory  being  informed  of  the  no- 
mination of  Mr.  Oliver  Ellfworth,  of  Mr.  Patrick 
Henry  and  of  yourfelf  as  Envoys  Extraordinary  and 
Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  the 
French  Republic,  to  difcufs  and  terminate  all  differ- 
ences which  fubfift  between  the  two  countries,  fees  with 
pleafure,  that  its  perfeverence  in  pacific  fentiments  has 
kept  open  the  way  to  an  approaching  reconciliation. 
It  has  a  long  time  ago  manifefted  its  intentions  with  res- 
pect to  this  fubjecL  Be  pleafed  to  tranfmit  to  your  col- 
leagues, and  accept  yourfelf,  the  frank  and  explicit  as* 
furance  that  it  will  receive  the  Envoys  of  the   United 


4i 

States,  in  the  official  character  with  which  they  are  in— 
veiled;  that  they  fhall  enjoy  all  the  prerogatives  which 
are  attached  to  it  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  one  or 
more  minifters  fhall  be  duly  authorized  to  treat  with 
them. 

It  was  certainly  unneceflary  to  fufFer  fo  many  months 
to  elapfe  for  the  mere  confirmation  of  what  I  have  al- 
ready declared  to  Mr.  Gerry,  and  which  after  his  de- 
parture I  caufed  to  be  declared  toyou  at  the  Hague.  I 
fincerely  regret  that  your  two  colleagues  await  this  an- 
fwer  at  fuch  a  great  diftance.  As  to  you,  fir,  whom  it 
will  reach  in  a  few  days,  and  who  underftand  lb  well  the 
value  of  time,  when  the  reftoration  of  harmony  between 
two  Republics,  which  every  thing  invites  to  friendfhip, 
is  in  queftion,  be  afiured  that  as  foon  as  you  can  take 
in  hand  the  object  of  your  million,  I  fhall  have  the  ho- 
nor immediately  to  fend  you  pafTports. 

Accept^  fer9  the  ajfurances  of  my  vrryjincere  confideration* 

(SignedJ        CH.  MAU.     TALLEYRAND. 


Paris,  le  23c  Floreal  de  1'an  7  de  la  Re- 
publique  Francaise,  une  et  indivifible. 


Le  Miniftre  des  Relations  Exterieures, 

A  Monfieur  William  Vans  Murray,  Miniftre  Re- 
fident  des  Etats  Unis  a  la  Haye, 

J'augure  trop  bien,  Monfieur,  de  1'emprefTment  que 
vousmettez  a  remplir  les  inflruQions  de  votregou- 
vernement,  pour  ne  pas  me  hater  de  repondre  a  la  let- 
treque  je  recois  de  vous  fousla  datedu  16  de  ce  mois. 
Le  Dire&oire  Executif  informe  de  la  nomination  de 
Mr.  Oliver  Ellfworth,  de  Mr  Patrick  Henry,  et  de  vous 
nieme,  en  qualite  d'Envoyes  Extraordinaires  et  de  Mi- 
mftres  Plenipotentiares  des  Etats  Unis  pres  de  la  Re- 
publique  Francaife3  pour  difcuter  et  terminer  tous  les 
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differens  qui  fubfiftent  entre  les  deux  pays,  voit  avec 
plaifir  que  fa  perfeverance  dans  les  fentimens  pacifiques 
ait  tenu  les  voies  ouvertes  aune  conciliation  prochaine. 
II  a  manifefte  depuislong  tems  fes  intentions  a  ce  fujet. 
Veuillez  tranfmettre  a  vos  collegues  et  acceptez  vous- 
memerafTurance  franche  et  explicite,  qu'il  recevra  les 
envoyes  des  Etats  Unis  dans  le  cara&ere  officiel  dont  ils 
font  revetus,  qu'ils  jouiront  de  toutes  les  prerogatives 
qui  y  font  attachees  par  le  droit  des  gens,  et  qu'un  ou 
plufieurs  Miniftres  feront  duement  autorifesa  traiter  a- 
vec  eux. 

II  etoit  certes  fuperflu  delaiffer  ecouler  tant  de  mois 
pour  la  fimple  confirmation  de  ce  que  j'avois  deja  de- 
clare a  Mr.  Gerry,  et  qu'apres  fon  depart  je  vous  ai 
fait  declarer  a  la  Haye.  Je  regrette  fincerement  que 
vos  deux  collegues  attendent  cette  reponfe  a  une  fi 
grande  diftance.  Quant  a  vous,  Monfieur,  a.  qui  elle 
parviendra  fous  peu  de  jours,  et  qui  fentez  fi  bien  le  prix 
du  tems,  lors  qu'il  s'agit  de  retablir  Tharmonie  entre 
deux  republiques,  que  tout  invite  a  l'amitie,  croyez 
qu'  aufTitot  que  vous  pourrez  vous  occuper  de  l'objet 
de  votre  miftion,  j'aurai  l'honneur  de  vous  envoyer 
immediatement  des  paffeports. 

Agreez,  Monfieur,  les  affurances  de  ma  bien  veri- 
table consideration. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 
True  Copy. 

i%th  May,  1799 

W.  V.  Murray. 
The  Hague. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 


INCLOSING 


Abftracls  of  all  the  Returns  made  to  him  by  the  Collectors  of 
the  different  ports, 


O   F 


Regi/lered  and  Imprejfed  Seamen; 

TOGETHER    WITH 

A    REPORT 

Exhibiting  abftracts  of  the  Communications  received  by  him, 

FROM  THE  AGENTS 

JEmployed  by  virtue  of  the  "  Act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
certain  parts  of  the  act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  Ame- 
rican feamen,"  and  to  amend  the  fame;" 

MADE  IN  PURSUANCE  OF  THE  SAID  ACT. 


loth  December,  1799, 
ORDERED,  TO  LIE  ON  THE  TABLE. 


Printed  by  W.  Rofs,   in  Locuft-Street,  between  Walnut 
and  Spruce. 


Department  of  State,  Dec*  9,  1799. 


SIR. 


IN  purfuance  of  the  "  A 61  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  certain  parts  of  the  "  Acl  for  the  relief  and  pro- 
teclion  of  American  fe  amen"  and  to  amend  the  fame" 
1  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  Congrefs  abftracls  of  all 
the  returns  made  to  me  by  the  Colleclors  of  the  different 
ports ^  of  regiftered  feamen,  and  of  imprejfed  fcamen  ; 
and  a  report ',  exhibiting  abftracls  of  the  communications 
received  from  the  Agents  employed  by  virtue  of  that  act: 

And  am,  with  great  re/ped, 
Sir, 
Tour  mofi  obedient  ferv ant, 

Timothy  Pickering. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker  ofthe*\ 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  > 
the  United  States.  J 
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Abstract  of  all  the  protefts  or  affidavits  of  mafters  of  fhips  and  veffels  of  the  United  States,  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  fifth  feftion  of  the  "  Act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  feamen,"  and  received  by  him  fmce  the  27th  February 
1  798,  the  date  of  his  laft  report  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives. 


2o'th  June  1798. 
,-th  Auguft  1  798 


5th  Auguft    175 


otli  Decern.  1798. 
22M  Novem.  179ft. 

6th  Novem.  1798. 
z  1  ft  Novem.  1797 

(t  Oflober  1798. 

6th  Septem.  1797. 


28th  Auguft   179 


7th  Auguft 
2th  Oflobc 
ft  Septem. 


Ship  Hu 


Ship  Hope, 

Ship  Poll  Carey, 

oiler  Hannah, 
Ship  Active,      - 
Sloop  Friendfhip, 
Sloop  Providence, 


Ship  Experimen 


:inc  Sally, 
dlifarii.s, 


(R.I. 


Edenton,  - 
Newherryport 
Philailelphia, 
Baltimore,  - 
E.Greenwich, 


Philadclphi: 


Newberryport,    - 


M.  Johnfon 


James  Sampfon. 
Wilfon  Jacobs.   - 


Elijah  Clark, 
ames  Williams 
Villiam  Rcmick 

Alexander  Rofe. 


Benj.  Je 


iam  Hufe.  . 
Paul  Simpfon. 
John  Crowinihii 


:  of  people  imprefled 


{Gates  Ifburn,       - 
James  M'Cormick 
John  Anderfon,     - 
Thomas  Pine,    -     - 
John  Thomas,  -     - 
rMofes  Burnham,     ") 
I  William  Little,        )■ 
John  VV.  Reader,    J 
James  Peters,  \ 

William  Williams,/ 
I  William  Newhall,  1 
LRichard  Hawkins,  / 
Hugh  Chriftie,       -     - 

Archibald  Clark,    -  - 

John  Lewis,       -     -  - 

YMinllutt,  1 

\  Francis  Jackfon,  / 

John  Bowen,     -     -  - 

John  Godfrey,  -     -  - 

C Samuel  Richards,  T 

]  Henry  Hutchins,  I 

Nathan  Carpenter,  f 

I  John  Burkett,  J 

J  Thomas  Jones,  5 
1  Thomas  Carlctt, 
JohnM'Dougald, 
Benj.  Wilcoc'ks, 
I  Thos.Thiftlewaite 
LWilliam  Megret, 

John  Long,       -      -  - 

/Jeremia'h  Pearfon,  \ 

\Paul ,  ) 

(  William  Jefferfon,  1 

X  Francis  Murray,  / 


United  States.") 

Do.       y 

Denmark.         J 
United  States. 


United  States. 
Denmark. 
United  States. 

Do. 

Do. 
Canada. 
United  States. 


England. 


Unknown. 
United  Stat 


Britifh  frigate  Amplutrite,     -     -  i2oth  Auguft    175 


Britilh  brigantine  Euge 
Britiih  Ihip  Driver,     - 


ilh  frigate  Garland, 


Britiih  briga 


Britifh  floop  Thorn,     - 
Britiih  frigate  Magicienn 
Britiih  frigate  Topaze, 


Britifh  (loop  Lark,  -  - 
A  Britiih  ihip,  name  unkn 
Britifh  fhip  L'Oifeau,      - 


June  1798. 
9th  May  1798. 


30th  June  1798. 


Diligence,     -  iff  Auguft  1798. 


,.4th  Septem.  1798 
5th  Auguft  1798. 
19th  Novem.  1798 

15th  Septem.  1797 


26th  Auguft  179 


17th  June  1798. 
3d  Septem.  1798 
7th  February  1 71 


Does  not  appear,  but  he  was  releafed. 


/All  having  protections  but  Peters 
\     and  Williams. 


/Having  a  protection,  this  man  af- 
\      terwards  made  his  efcape. 
Does  not  appear. 


Had  no  protection. 
Does  not  appear. 


The  four  firft  only  had  protections. 


Had  no  protection. 


•su; 

H9V 


•UOT 
-T3U  k 


Aq 


Xq 


Abflraa  of  all  the 

protefls  or  affidavits  of  matters  of  mips  an 

i  veffels  of  the  United  States,  &c 

. — (Continued.) 

,:::; ;;' 

Date  of  protclc. 

Names  of  American  vefleb. 

Where  belonging. 

Mailer's  name. 

Names  of  people  imprefTed. 

Of  what  country. 

By  whom  imprefled. 

When  imprerted. 

Whether  they  had  protections. 

— 

f  Amaziab  Waterman,") 

'5- 

28th  Novem.  1798. 

Schooner  Nancy,     -     - 

-      —      —      — 

Samuel  Low.  -     - 

■I  Weliome   Allen,           \. 
(.Timothy  Bennett, 
fjofeph  Herklots,     -     - 

United  States. 

French  privateer  brig  Romas, 

27th  Septcm.  1798. 

Docs  not  appear. 

Bremen. 

Andrew  Barry,            1 

1  Peter  Henry  Jews, 

1  Frederick  Donburgh, 

i6. 

6th  February  1798. 

Snow  Catharine,     -     - 

Baltimore,     -     -     - 

Thomas  Jackfon. 

I  William  Hardon, 
1  William  Latham,         } 
j  George  Alhmore, 
1  Renedeci  Read, 

United  States. 

French  privateer  lugger  L'Eole, 

24th  October  1  798. 

Does  not  appear. 

I  Henry  Ilydafon, 

LWilliam  Smiley, 

«7- 

24th  March  1798. 

Schooner  Sukey  &  Polly, 





("James  Crichton,          "] 
<  Samuel  Merit,               > 
(John  Atvell,                 J 

United  States. 

/French  privateer  fchooner\ 
\    Sanfparielle,  -     -     -     -    / 

22d  March  1798. 

Does  not  appear. 

18. 

21ft  May  1798. 
17th  July  1798. 

Sloop  Sally,  -     -    -     - 

Providence,   -    -    - 

John  Hammett.    - 

/  Samuel  Gordon,           "1 
\  Pierce  B-iggs,               / 
Daniel  Mo-gan  Brown,    - 

[A  Swede,   name   un- 

Do. 
Do. 

1 

Do.                    Do. 

Britilh  (loop  of  war  Thunderer, 

2d  March  1798. 

Does  not  appear. 

19. 

20. 

6th  Augult  1798. 

Schooner  Regulator,     - 

New-York,  -     -     - 

Andrew  Robins.    - 

I      knowl 

LKllick  B.lloon,  -     -     - 

AnativeofE. Indies  j 

Britilh  man  of  war  Adventurer, 

29th  July  1798. 

Does  not  appear. 

21. 

28th  Septcm.  1798. 

Ship  General  Greene, 

Providence,    -     -     - 

Samuel  Brown.     - 

Stephen  Bten,              -     . 

Do.  of  Bermuda. 

Englifti  cruifer  Holker,  -  - 
A  Britilh  agent  at  Turks  Illand 

1 8th  June  1798. 

Does  not  appear. 

22. 

Ship  George  Williams, 

—     —     —     — 

Ebenezcr  Corey. 

Thomas  Rrbinfon,      -     - 

Unknown. 

10th  October  1798. 

Does  not  appear. 
Had  a  protection. 

23- 

19th  July  1798. 

Schooner  Fox,  -     -     - 

New- York,  -     -     - 

Henry  Dandelot. 

John  Frazer,  -     -     -     - 

United   States. 

By  two  Britilh  officers,     -     - 

—  May  1798. 

24- 

14th  Auguft  1798. 

Brig  Ann,     -     -     -     - 



Richard  Law.       - 

John  Walker,  (a  negro) 

Do. 

(  Brit  ill]  brig  privateer  Hero,  "1 
\Capt.  Cockburn,     -     -      / 

20th  July  1798. 

Does  not  appear. 

*5- 

7th  July  1798. 

Brigantine  Neptune,   - 

New-York,  -     -     - 

Comfort  Goodwin. 

Fliakim  Farry,  (mulatto) 

Do. 

/  Boat's  crew  of  Britilli  (loop  \ 
\of  war  Tortorelle,            -    j 

27th  May  1798. 

Had  a  protection. 

fThomasRobinfon,      ""I 

26. 

14th  June  1799. 

Brig  Hopewell,      -     - 

Philadelphia,       -     - 

H.  Dandelot.  -     - 

J  Janus  Vhke,                 [ 
|  Thomas  Sound,             1 

United  States. 

Britifh  (liip  Surprize,    -     -     - 

[8th  June  1799. 

Had  prote£l 

ons. 

27. 

50th  April  1799. 

Ship  Harriott,   -     -     - 

Portfmomh,  (N.  H. 

Daniel  Orr.     -     - 

LSamuel  Epfy,                J 
/John  C   Mulburn,      - 
I  James  Walch,  -     -     - 

Germany.             "I 
United  States.      J 

Britilli  [hip  Mermaid,  -     -    - 

3d  February  1799. 

Had  no  protection. 

28. 

8th  June  1799. 

-     -     ~     -     - 

-     -     -     - 

—     —     —     — 

Afale  Har  is 

n„              J 

Britilh  (hip  of  war  Camatic    - 

Had  a  prote 

Abftraft  of  all  the  protefts  or  affidavits  of  matters  of  fhips  and  veffels  of  the  United  States,  &c. — (Continued.) 


Date  of  protert.        Names  of  I 


Where  belonging. 


Names  of  people 


er  they  had  proteftions. 


iithSeptem.  1799. 
19th  October  1799 


19th  April  1799. 


;lhAuguft  1799. 
3d  May  1799. 
qih  January  1 799. 


1 8th  June  1799. 

nth  May  1799. 
2d  March  1799. 
23d  February  1799 


Ship  Charlefto 


Ship  Ha 


Schooner  Nabby, 


Alexander  Coffin. 


Portfmouth,  (N.  H. 


(Maff.)    - 


;Fairy, 


g  Diamond,  - 
Schooner  Pomon< 
Brigantine  Polly, 


Baltimore, 
Nantucket, 


irigantine  Experience, 


Ship  Hamilton, 
Schooner  Apollo 


Nich's.  Brought! 


Jofhua  Gooda 


Alexandria,    -     -     - 
Wifcaffet,      -     -     - 

Norwich,  (Con.)     - 


Thomas  Turret'. 
William  Clifford. 
Mofes  Benjamin. 


Stephen  Bownc,     -     - 

fJohnTite,  -  -  - 
|ohn  Billings,  mate, 
W.Miller.boatfwain 
James  Planter,  -     - 

■  John  Levy,   -     -     - 
Thomas  Hicks, 
Richard  Stliudy, 

Ljohn  Chriftop,  -     - 

fThomas  Patterfon, 

1  Jos.  Smith, 
Bartholomew  Smith, 
Henry  Weft, 
fc.lij.di  Hendrick, 

I  Jos.  Saltern, 

Ll'i-ilip  Grow, 
John  Lee, 
John  Flourance, 
Bartholomew  Marki 

,  Matthew  BalTet, 

I  Jeremiah  Galchell, 

L  Francis  Bowden, 
William  Brown,   -     - 

Thomas  Tucker, 
Michael  Hammond,    - 
Samuel  Blake, 
William  Anderfon, 
James  Dalmatwy, 
John  Thompfon, 

J  John  Huff, 

S  John  Linch, 
G.  Shoemaker, 

I  John  Hout, 

j  John  Bricris, 

l_Ifaac  Debauh, 
John  Harper,    -     -     - 

{Abraham  Dodge, 
John  Radcliff, 
Merril  Ladd, 
John  Shaw, 
/John  Clark, 
\ Elijah  Booth, 


Philadelphia. 
A  foreign  feaman 


Do.  mulatto. 
Philadelphia. 


United   States. 
United  States. 


Sritifh  frigate  Active 
Do.  Do. 


Britilh  (loop  of  war  La  Legerec 


{By  prefs-gangfrom  an  Eng- 
liih  frigate  name  unknown,  __ 
Britijh  Hoop  of  war  La  Legere'e 
Britilh  (loop  of  war  Amphitrite 


1  June  1799. 


4th  April   1799. 


4th  April  1799. 


2th  April  1799. 
8th  January  1799. 


Dees  not  appear. 


Dees  not  appe 


Britilh  Hoop  of  war  I.ulaby,    -   2d  May  1 799 


Britilh  frigate  Podecea,      -     - 

/French  privateer  fchoonerl 
\      name  unknown,  / 

/Prefs  gang  of  Frenchmen,  and"! 
\  fent  on  board  frigate  L'Penfe,  / 


20th  Novem.  1798 
8th  February  1 799, 

7th  Decern.  1 798. 


/  The  greater  number  had 
\    protections. 


Hid  no  protection. 
Dies  not  appear. 
Hal  protections. 


***ar* 


T 


Of  the  SECRETARY  of  STATE,  on  the  Communi- 
cations from  the  Agents  employed  under  the  Ac!  for  the 
Relief  and  Protection  of  American  Seamen, 


David  Lenox,  Efq.  the  Agent  in  Great-Britain. 

Y  his  ftatement,  dated  July  12th  1797,  and  laid 
before  Congrefs  on  the  27th  of  February  1798, 
it  appeared  that  applications  had  been  made,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  by  Mr. 
Pinckney  and  Mr.  King,  the  Minifters  of  the  United 
States  to  his  Britannic  Majefly,  for  the  releafe  of  401 
American  feamen,  who  had  been  imprefTed  and  de- 
tained on  board  his  (hips  of  war  ;  and  that  the  ap- 
plications for  their  releafe  had  been  renewed  by  the 
Agent.  It  was  alfo  therein  noted,  that  fome  few  of 
them  had  been  difcharged.  His  fubfequent  applica- 
tions added  to  the  former,  make  a  total  of  651,  on 
the  id  of  January  1799;  of  whom  he  gives  thefol- 
lowing  details  : — 

"  Difcharged         -         -  -  173 

"  Ordered  to  be  difcharged,  and  are  fup- 1 

"pofed  tobefo     -       ,-         -         -  5    99 
"  Detained,  having  no  documents  to  prove  7 

"  their  citizenfhip  -         -         -   ^ 

"Entered  and  have  received  the  bounty,"] 

"[and  whom,  therefore,  the  Admiral-  ^   93 

"ty  will  not  releafe j        -         -         -   J 
"  Detained  as  Br itifh  iubje&s  29 

"Not  on  board  the  fbips  reprefented       -         22 
"  Run,  [made  their  efcapej  17 

A  2 


(      2      ) 

"  Not  anfwering  defcription  in  their  certificates    2 
"  Detained  as  prifoners  of  war,  having  been  ?       R 

"  taken  on  board  French  armed  mips  3 
"  On  board  mips  on  foreign  Rations,  which  ^ 

"will  be  renewed  when  the  mips  are  l>      3 
"acceffible  -         -         -         -   J 

"  Dead,  (Robert  Swan)  -         -  1 

"  Sent  on  board  by  the  civil  power  -  1 

"Cafes  unanfwered,  which  have  been  re-"] 

"newed,  and  the  refult  will  appear  in  ^    31 

"  future  abftra&s  -         -         -   J 

Total     65 1 

"  Note — Befides  the  above  eight  cafes  of  men  de- 
'•'tained  as  prifoners  of  war,  many  others  are  confin- 
ed in  different  prifons  in  England,  but  as  the  Britifh 
"government  refufe  to  releafe  them  but  by  exchange, 
"no  future  application  can,  with  proprietv,  be  made 
"by  me/' 

On  the  Agent's  return  of  December  13th  1707,  he 
made  this  note  : — "Thofe  ordered  to  be  difcharged, 
"are  fuppofed  to  be  fo  generally,  as  there  has  been 
"but  one  inftance  of  a  fecond  application :" — And, 
on  his  return  of  March  ill  1798, — that  "Four  men 
"had  been  difcharged,  who  were  taken  on  board  the 
"Dutch  fleet  in  the  a&ion  with  Admiral  Duncan,  and 
"not  included  in  that  return." 

His  returns  from  the  ill:  of  January  to  the  ift  of 
Auguft  1799,  exhibit  the  following  refult : — 

New  applications  in  thofe  feven  months  for  268  fea- 

men ;  of  whom  were  difcharged      -  26 
Ordered  to  be  difcharged,  and  fuppofed  to  7 

befo    -         -         -         -         -^       -   S  5S 

Detained,  having  no  proof  of  their  citizenfhip  73 

Entered  and  have  received  the  bounty      -  3  1 

Detained  as  Britifh  fubjecls     -         -         -  15 

Not  on  board  the  mips  reprefented          -  12 

Run,  [made  their  efcape]      -         -         -  9 


(     3     ) 

Dead  i— -killed  in  action  i  -  2 

On  board  fhips  on  foreign  Rations  -  5 

Taken  on  board  of  French  privateers  -  2 

Cafes  unanfwered           -         -         -  -  38 


Total     268 


Remarks. 


The  candor  with  which  Major  Lenox  has  conduct- 
ed his  agency,  has  entitled  him  to  attention ;  and  he 
repeatedly  dates,  that  he  has  uniformly  experienced 
a  readinefs  in  obtaining  the  difcharge  of  our  feamen, 
when  he  could  accompany  his  applications  with  proofs 
of  their  citizenihip.  Thofe  destitute  of  fuch  proofs, 
he  has  advifed  to  write  to  their  friends  in  America, 
to  procure  them,  promifing  to  forward  their  letters 
free  of  expenfe  ;  but  fays,  "  It  is  aftonifhing  how 
"few  have  availed  themfeives  of  this  advice  ;  and 
afrom  which  it  may  reafonably  be  inferred,  that  there 
u  are  many  of  them,  who  have  no  jufl  claim  to  our 
"interference:"— adding,  however, that  there  is  no 
doubt  that  many  of  them  are  our  citizens;  and  that 
to  facilitate  the  obtaining  of  proofs,  he  had  endea- 
voured to  afcertain  the  Rates  to  which  theyfaid  they 
belonged.  Thefe  lifts  I  caufed  to  be  printed,  and 
fent  to  the  collectors  of  the  cuftoms  in  the  different 
ports,  to  be  exhibited  to  the  merchants  and  others 
concerned  in  (hipping,  reforting  to  their  offices,  as  the 
channel  through  which  the  proofs  were  moft  likely 
to  be  obtained  ;  but  the  number  of  cafes  for  which 
proofs  have  in  confequence  thereof  been  furnifhed  has 
been  extremely  fmall. 

In  June  1798,  he  remarked,  that  many  of  our  fea- 
men were  then  pofTelfed  only  of  certificates  from  no- 
taries, which  were  not  regarded  ;  while  thofe  from 
the  collectors  were  generally  refpecled.  And  in  Ja- 
nuary 1799,  he  fays,  c"  I  conceive  it  proper  to  men- 
<c  tion,  that  I  have  obtained  the  difcharge  of  many  of 
f  our  citizens,  who  were  not  in  poifefTion  of  docu- 
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"ments  ;  and  this  mu ft  be  attributed  to  the  candor 
i  "of  the  officers,  who  reported  the  cafes  to  the  Ad- 
fCmiralty  :"  He  adds, — "  I  alio  take  pleafurein  men- 
"  tioning,  that  I  am  well  convinced  that  Board  have 
cc  not  a  wifti  to  detain  one  of  our  feamen,  entitled  to 
"our  protection." — On  the  other  hand,  on  the  ill: 
of  Auguft  1799,  he  writes — "  You  will  perceive  that 
"  my  official  bufinefs  has  not  diminifhed ;  and  as  I 
"  have  before  obferved,  there  is  not  the  fmallefl 
"profpect  of  it  while  the  war  continues.  Cuftom- 
"houie  protections  continue  to  be  generally  regard- 
"  ed  ;  but  I  have  many  inftances  to  the  contrary  ; 
"  for  when  fhips  of  war  are  in  want  of  hands,  fome  of 
"the  captains  pay  little  regard  to  them.  However, 
"  I  continue  to  experience  great  candor  and  atten- 
"  tion  to  my  applications  at  the  Admiralty.  Much 
' 6  of  our  difficulties  arifes  from  the  neglect  of  our 
"  captains,  in  not  feeing  that  their  men  are  pofTeifed 
"  of  proper  certificates  ;  and  the  confeqaence  is, 
tC  that  fcarcely  a  man  without  them  efcapes  impreff- 
u  mem/' 

The  Agent,  in  June  1798,  wrote  as  follows  :-r— aA 
"  very  great  proportion  of  our  feamen,  who  are  taken 
6i  in  our  ve{Tels,by  the  French,  enter  on  board  their 
"privateers:  but  as  this  [the  Britifh]  government 
"  detain  them  as  prifoners  of  war,  and  the  French  will 
"not  be  very  anxious  to  exchange  them,  the  evil 
"  will,  perhaps,  be  loon  remedied.  I  have  informed 
ci  them,  that  no  application  will  be  made  by  me,  with- 
"  out  the  mod  fatisfactory  proofs  of  their  having  been 
4i  forced  into  that  fervice. 

Mr.  Henry  Craig, 

An  American  merchant,  refuling  in  Martinico, 
and  executing  the  office  of  Agent  for  the  windward 
1  Hands  flation,  has  continued  the  favourable  reports 
made  by  Captain  Talbot,  of  the  obliging  demeanor 
of  the  Britiih  Admiral  Harvey,   and  ready  attention 
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to  all  his  applications  for  the  releafe  of  American 
feamen,  found  impreffed  on  board  the  ihips  under 
his  command.  In  his  letter  of  January  31ft  1798, 
Mr.  Craig  fays,  g  I  have  had  the  mod  prompt  afliit- 
"ance  from  Rear  Admiral  Harvey  in  all  cafes  of  ap- 
r  plication  for  the  releafe  of  an  American  citizen  ; 
"  and  he  has  given  pofitive  inftructions  to  the  re- 
r  fpeclive  commanders  in  his  fquadron,  not  to  im- 
V  prefs  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  where  fuch 
Ct  can  be  defignated." 

He  fays  alfo,  that  among  the  great  number  of 
French  prifoners  brought  into  Martinico,  were  often 
found  fome  Americans,  who  had  tranfgreifed  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  forbidding  their  citizens 
to  enter  on  board  any  privateer  employed  to  cruize 
upon  the  fubjects,  citizens  or  property  of  any  prince 
or  ftate,  with  whom  the  United  States  were  at  peace, 
or  upon  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  their 
property  ;  and  that  he  had  recommended  to  Admiral 
Harvey  to  detain  them  as  prifoners,  and  as  men  guil- 
ty of  a  high  offence  againft  their  native  country. 

On  the  24th  of  April  1798,  he  writes — "I  am 
"  happy  to  inform  you  that  no  inftance  of  imprefling 
"  an  American  has  taken  place  for  fome  time ;"  and, 
"hazards  an  aflurance  that  few  or  none  will  take 
"  place  in  future,"  And  in  a  fubfequent  letter  of  Oc- 
tober 24th  1798,  he  fays,  that  no  inftance  of  im- 
prefling an  American  feaman  had  occurred  for  the 
laft  fixteen  months. 

Silas  Talbot,  Efq.  Agent  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

In  his  letter  of  December  15th  1797,  from  Ja- 
maica, he  reprefents  the  fituation  of  American  fea- 
men in  the  fquadron  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Sir  Hyde  Parker,  as  peculiarly  grievous,  all  commu- 
nication with  them  being  rendered  extremely  diffi- 
cult ;  that  according  to  the  reprefentations  of  the 
feamen,  there  were  reftraints  on  their  writing  letters 
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to  him,  to  inform  of  their  fituation  ;  fome,  as  they 
told  him,  on  board  the  Ceres,  having  been  punifhed 
for  it ;  and  the  feamen,  generally,  who  did  write  to 
him,  earneftly  defiring  him  not  to  let  it  be  known  to 
their  officers,  for  fear,  as  they  faid,  of  being  punifhed 
for  fo  doing. 

On  the  8th  of  February  1798,  he  wrote,  that  fince 
his  lad,  he  had  heard  of  but  one  man  impreffed,  and 
he  had  no  protection  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  fays, 
that  not  one  before  imprefTed  had  been  releafed. 

In  his  letter  of  April  8th  1798, he  writes  as  follows: 
*L  Nothing  new  in  this  quarter  has  occurred  fince  my 
"  lait,  in  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh  admirals  and 
u  other  officers  commanding  fhips  and  vefTels  of  war, 
fi  towards  American  feamen  ;  nor  have  I  heard  of  a 
C£  fingle  inftance  of  their  directly  impreffing  and  de- 
4C  taining  any  one  of  them,  for  many  months  pail : 
u  But  at  the  fame  time  I  muft  obferve,  that  it  is  very 
"  probable,  the  number  of  our  feamen  that  are  daily 
u  detained  onboard  Britifh  fhips  of  war  are  not  very 
"  much  reduced  from  that  which  was  occafioned  by 
"  impreffing  out  of  American  vefTels  two  or  three 
"years  ago.  True,  they  do  not  go  on  board  our 
"  vefTels  now  as  heretofore,  and  take  out  our  feamen 
"  to  man  their  fhips ;  but,  unfortunately,  circum- 
cc  fiances  have  taken  place,  which  feem  to  facilitate, 
"  and  as  it  were,  put  our  feamen  wholly  in  their 
"  power,  and  enable  them  to  derive  from  our  failors, 
a  the  fame  benefit  of  their  fervices,  with  fome  ap- 
<f  pearance  of  plausibility.  I  allude  to  the  very  con- 
<c  fiderable  number  of  our  vefTels,  that  are  retaken 
"  by  Britifh  fhips,  after  having  been  captured  by  the 
u  French  ;  and  alfo  the  great  number  of  French  pri- 
i(  vateers  that  are  captured  by  his  Majefty's  fhips,  al- 
<cmofl  all  of  which  have  more  or  lefs  of  our  feamen 
"  on  board,  at  the  time  of  capture,  which  were  tak- 
Cl  en  out  of  prizes  they  had  made  of  American  vefTels. 
"All  Americans  thus  found,  either  on  board  recap- 
"  tured  vefTels,  or  privateers,  go  of  courfe,  directly 
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cc  on  board  Britifh  mips  of  war.  Thefe  unfortunate 
u  men,  having  been  carefully  examined  and  plunder- 
"  ed  by  the  French  crews  of  all  kind  of  papers,  and 
f  mod  commonly  of  nearly  all  their  wearing  apparel, 
<c  and  fometimes  to  the  bare  buff,  are  of  courfe,  de- 
prived of  what  is  fo  valuable  to  them — their  pro- 
"  te&ions ;  and  being  thus  dripped  of  the  means  of 
u  proving  the  place  of  their  nativity,  they  are  fre- 
16  quently  detained  under  a  doubtful  pretext  of  their 
*c  being  Britifh  fubjeSs ;  though  fome  officers,  more 
M  liberal  and  more  juft  than  others,  will  put  them  on 
"  more  to  fhift  for  themfelves.  Another  very  fruit- 
"  ful  means  of  obtaining  our  feamen,  is  by  capturing 
r  our  veifels  as  prize,  under  pretence  of  contraband 
u  goods,  or  covered  property,  &c.  &c.  &c.3i — "  If 
"  they  take  porTcmon  of  our  veffels,  with  the  view  of 
C£  fending  them  into  port  as  prize  ;  whether  the  vef- 
u  fels  are  or  are  not  libelled,  the  men  are  once  for  all 
R  forced  out  of  their  own  vefTels,  and  detained  on 
P  board  the  capturing  lhip,  which  ftill  continues  at 
"  fea,  by  which  our  feamen  are  feldom  returned  to 
I?  their  own  yeffefc*! 

On  the  nth  of  June  (the  lafl  letter  prior  to  his  re- 
call) he  wrote  that  "  No  material  change  had  taken 
"  place,  relative  to  the  treatment  of  our  feamen/' 

William  Savage,  Efq. 

A  merchant  and  a  magiftrate  at  Kingfton  in  Ja- 
maica, and  the  prefent  Agent  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  26th  of  June  1799,  mentioned,  .That  he  had 
received  numerous  applications  for  affiftance  to  im- 
preffed  American  feamen,  and  that  he  had  recently 
feen  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  the  admiral  commanding  on 
that  ftation,  in  hopes  that  fome  meafure  might  have 
been  adopted  for  their  relief;  but  that  his  application 
was  fruitlefs.  He  fuppofed  there  were  then  a  hundred 
Americans  in  the  fhips  of  Admiral  Parker's  fquadron 
moft  of  whom,  he  underflood,  had  protections. 
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On  the  17th  of  September  Jail,  he  wrote  as  fol- 
lows:— "I  have,  on  all  occafions,  given  my  bed  ad- 
"  vice,  and  every  humane  attention  has  been  paid  to 
"the  American  feamen,  many  of  whom  have  expe- 
rienced much  diftrefs.  In  my  capacity  as  a  magif- 
"  trace,  I  have  been  fortunate  in  liberating  many  fea- 
"  men  that  have  been  imprefled  on  Jhore  ;  but  when 
cC  they  are  once  on  the  water,  my  power  ceafes."  He 
adds — "  From  the  bed  information  I  have  been  able 
"to  collect,  I  have  reafon  to  believe  there  are  up- 
"  wards  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  Americans  on  board 
*'  theJquadron  on  this  ftation." 

Admiral  Parker  paid  no  attention  to  the  Agent's 
application  on  behalf  of  our  imprefled  feamen;  the 
Admiral  having  determined,  and  informed  the  Agent 
of  the  determination,  that  no  proofs  would  be  regard- 
ed by  him,  unlefs  fpecially  prefented  by  the  Ameri- 
can government  through  the  Britim  minifler  ;  nor 
then,  but  in  the  fingle  cafe  of  native  Americans.  Un- 
der this  determination,  there  will  be  detained,  not  on- 
ly the  fubjecls  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  naturalized 
in  the  United  States  fince  the  peace  of  1783,  but  all 
who,  born  elfewhere,  were  then  refident  in  and  had 
become  citizens  of  the  United  States  ;  alfo,  all  fo- 
reigners, as  Germans,  Swedes,  Danes,  Portuguefe 
and  Italians,  who  voluntarily  ferve  in  the  merchant 
vefTels  of  the  United  States.  And  it  is  a  facl,  that 
fuch  foreigners  have  frequently  been  imprefied,  al- 
though their  languages  and  other  circumflances,  de- 
monltrated  that  they  were  not  Britim  fubjecls. 

In  the  Agent's  letter  of  October  12th,  he  fays — 
"  The  collectors  cannot  be  loo  guarded  in  their  ex- 
laminations  of  people  previous  to  their  obtaining 
"protections  ;  as  many  Britim  fubjecls  do  obtain 
u  them,  and  after  their  arrival  here,  fhip  on  board  of 
"  Britifh  veflels,  to  the  very  great  inconvenience  of 
cc  the  captains  of  American  vefTels." 

The  cafes  of  Richard  Carter  and  John  Edes,  na- 
tives of  the  State  of  Maflachufetts,  communicated  by 
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Mr.  Savage,  are  too  remarkable  to  be  abridged.  The 
annexed  depofitions  furnifh  all  the  details,  with  the 
proofs  necefTary  to  fubftantiate  the  facts.  It  was, 
probably,  owing  to  the  aggravated  fufferings  of  thefe 
men,  that  the  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  by  which  they 
were  liberated,  were  allowed  to  be  ferved  and  obey- 
ed :  For  Admiral  Parker,  in  1797,  by  a  general  or- 
der, forbade  all  the  officers  under  his  command  to 
difcharge  any  man,  in  confequence  of  any  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  till  fuch  writ  was  referred  to  him,  as 
commander  in  chief.  And  this  order,  as  appeared  in 
my  report  of  February  1798,  put  an  end  to  the  dif- 
charges  of  our  feamen  by  virtue  of  fuch  writs. 

Timothy  Pickering. 

Department  of  State,  1 
December  gtb  1799.  J 


Jamaica,  ff. 

I  Charles  Douglas,  deputy  Secretary 
and  Notary  Public  of  this  his  Majefty's 
Ifland  of  Jamaica,  duly  authorized,  al- 
lowed and  fworn,  practifmg  in  the  town 
of  Kingfton,  in  the  county  of  Surrey  and 
Ifland  aforefaid. — 


[ftampj 


(l.s.)  Do  hereby  certify  and  make  known, 
^  ^_^  to  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  mail  or  may  in 
any  wife  concern,  that  William  Savage,  Efquire,  be- 
fore whom  the  affidavits  of  Henry  Dandelot,  Elipha- 
let  Ladd  and  Richard  Carter,  contained  in  the  paper 
writings  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A,  B,  and  C, 
taken  to  the  truth  therein  refpectively  mentioned,  is 
one  of  his  Majefty's  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  the  precinct  of  Kingfton  in  the  county  of 
Surrey  and  Iiland  aforefaid,  duly  authorized  and  em- 
powered, and  that  to  all  acts  or  judgments  in  writ- 

B  2 
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ing,  by  him  the  faid  William  Savage,  attefted,  due 
faith  and  credit  is  and  ought  to  be  given  in  judgment 
courts  or  without. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  fet 
my  hand  and  feal  of  office,  atKingfton  afore- 
faid,  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
iand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 
C.  Douglass, 

Deputy  Secretary  ^ 

and  > 

Notary  Public.      J 


ff. 


A. 

Kingston, 
(Jamaica) 

HENRY  DANDELOT,  mariner,  commanding 
the  brig  Hopewell  of  Philadelphia,  being  duly  iworn, 
maketh  oath  and  faith, — That  on  the  fjxteenth  day  of 
April  lalt,  on  his  voyage  from  Philadelphia  aforefaid, 
to  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  where  he  was  bound,  the  faid 
brig  was  captured  by  a  French  privateer,  and  about 
five  hours  afterwards  re-captured  by  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jeity's  fliip  Surprize,  caprain  Hamilton :  That  when 
he  was  fo  captured,  five  of  his  crew,  to  wit  : 

Thomas  Robinfon,     a  native  of  New- York, 
James  Wake,       -      -      ditto. of  Bofton, 
Thomas  Sound,  -      -      ditto  of  Norfolk, 
Samuel  Efpy,       -      -      ditto  of  Philadelphia 
John  C.  Mulburn,      -      ditto  of  Germany, 
all  fubje&s  of  the  United  States  of  America,   were 
put  on  board  the  privateer  :   That  on  the  next  night 
the  faid  privateer  was  captured  by  his  faid  Britannic 
Majedy'smip  Surprize,  and  on  the  eighteenth  of  the 
fame  month,  the  faid  brig  and  privateer  were  brought 
into  the  harbour  of  Port  Royal :  That  on  their  arrl 
val,  the  faid  Thomas  Robinfon,  James  Wake,  Tho- 
mas Sound,  Samuel  Efpy  and  John  C.  Mulburn,  were 
preffed  on  board  bis  faid  Majefly's  ihip  Surprize,  not- 
withstanding they  have  regular  American  protections. 
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And  deponent  further  faith,  that  he  hath  made  re- 
peated application  on  board  the  faid  fhip  for  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  faid  men,  but  without  effect,  and  that 
they  are  detained  on  board  her  againfl  their  will  and 
confent. 

Henry  Banbelot. 
Sworn  before  me,  one  of  his 

MajeftyV  Juftices  affigned 

to  keep  the  peace,  for  the 

parim  of  Kingfton,  June  1 4 

J""3  Wm.   Savage. 

Kingston,  ff.  Henry  Dandelot  within  named, 
perfonally  appeared  and  folemnly  made  oath,  that  he 
was  yefterday  on  board  the  within  named  frigate,  the 
Surprize,  and  faw  Capt.  Hamilton,  and  requeued  of 
him  to  deliver  up  the  within  named  feamen,  which  he 
refufed. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  Kingfton,  Jamaica, 

18th  June  1799,  -r^       o 

j  /yy*  Wu.  Savage. 


JaMx\ica,  ff. 

^ — ^  William  Tinker,  of  the  parifh  of  King - 

(fia?np\    fton,  in  the  county  of  Surrey  and  iiland  of 

\ — y  Jamaica,  practitioner  in  phyfic  and  furgery, 
being  dulyfworn,  maketh  oath  and  faith, — That  he, 
this  deponent,  was,  on  or  about  the  twentieth  day  of 
June  lail  pail,  requefted  in  his  profeffional  capacity, 
to  attend  an  American  feaman.  named  Richard  Car- 
ter, belonging  to  a  fhip  called  the  Pomona,  com- 
manded by  Kennerd,  belonging  to  Portsmouth 

in  the  State  of  New  Hampfhire,  North  America  ;  and 
this  deponent  further  faith,  from  the  fituation  in  which 
he  found  the  faid  Richard  Carter,  he  verily  believes 
he  had  been  very  feverely  beaten  fome  days  previous, 
his  blood  being  very  much  extravafated,  and  from 
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the  appearance  of  the  bruifes,  deponent  fays  it  mud 
have  been  done  with  a  thick  rope. 

Wm,  Tinker. 
Sworn  before  me  (being  firfl  duly 
ftamped)  the  5th  day  of  July 

17 "'  Wm.  Savage. 


B. 


Kingston,      ?  rr 


(Jamaica) 

ELIPHALET  LAD,  fecond  mate  on  board  the 
fhip  Thomas  and  Sarah,  of  Philadelphia,  and  a  na- 
tive of  Exeter  ftate  of  New  Hampihire,  being  duly 
fworn,  maketh  oath  and  faith, — That  on  Wednefday 
lalt,  the  twelfth  day  of  June  initant,  he  came  on 
fhore  with  two  feamen  belonging  to  faid  (hip,  named 
John  Edes  and  Ifrael  Randol,  in  order  to  land  a  boat 
load  of  flaves  ;  that  having  fo  done,  was  about  to 
receive  a  receipt  for  the  fame  on  the  wharf  of  MeiTrs. 
Ballantine  Dick  and  Co.  when  a  prefs-gang  came  up 
and  immediately  laid  hold  of  John  Edes,  who  was  then 
Handing  at  the  door  of  the  compting-houfe.  Deponent 
informed  the  officer  commanding  the  party,  whofe 
name,  he  has  been  informed,  was  William  .Wifeman, 
that  the  faid  Edes  was  an  American  fubjed ;  that  he 
was  born  in  Bofion,  and  had  a  protection,  which  he 
could  produce  in  a  few  minutes.  The  officer  faid  if 
deponent  could  fhew  it, Edes  mould  be  releafed ;  depo- 
nent then  went  on  board  his  fhip,  and  returned  with 
his  own  and  Edes  protection,  and  meeting  with  Charles 
Haight,  merchant,  the  owner  of  the  Thomas  and 
Sarah,  they  went  to  the  ordnance  wharf,  where  the 
prefs-gang  was  gone  to,  and  mewed  Edes*  protection 
to  the  officer ;  on  his  feeing  it,  he  replied  he  knew 
nothing  about  it :  Mr.  Haight  then  obferved,  he 
mould  feek  fatisfaction  fomewhere  elfe,  that  Mr. 
Haight  and  deponent  being  about  to  go  away,  one 
of  the  gang,  who  is  named  Moody,  obferved  to  the 


(  13  ) 

officer,  If  he  was  going  to  let  that  damned  rafcal  go, 
(meaning  deponent,)  the  officer  replied  no,  proceed 
and  take  him;  which  Mocdy  accordingly  did,  and 
with  a  broad  fword  cut  deponent  on  the  forehead, 
and  made  a  wound  of  three  inches  ;  they  then  took 
deponent,  together  with  Edes,  and  conducted  them  in 
different  boats,  on  board  the  Brunfwick  man  of  war; 
that  the  boat  in  which  Edes  was,  made  the  (hip  fome 
little  time  before  the  one  deponent  was  in,  and  on  de- 
ponent's nearing  the  fhip,  he  heard  the  cries  of  a  man 
flogging,  and  on  going  up  the  fide  of  the  Brunfwick, 
he  perceived  Edes,  who  was  crying,  and  addrefiing 
himfelf  to  the  firft  lieutenant,  a  Mr,  Harris,  faying, 
here  is  the  mate  who  can  atteft  to  what  I  have  told 
you.  The  lieutenant  then  laying  hold  of  deponet  by 
the  arm,  faid  go  along  on  the  quarter  deck,  you  damn- 
ed rafcal ;  Which  deponent  accordingly  did ;  that  all 
the  impreffed  men  were  then  examined,  and  after- 
wards ordered  by  the  lieutenant  into  the  waift ;  that 
when  they  got  there,  Edes  pulled  off  his  fhirt,  and 
fhewed  deponent  his  back,  which  was  bruifed  from 
his  moulders  to  his  hips  ;  he  then  informed  he  had 
been  juft  whipt  with  ropes-ends,  as  deponent  was  go- 
ing up  the  fhip's  fide,  by  the  boatfwain  and  his  mate, 
by  orders  of  the  lieutenant.  That  deponent  remained 
on  board  the  Brunfwick  all  that  day  and  the  mght,dur- 
jing  which  period  no  chirurgical  or  medical  afliftance 
whatever,  was  given  to  the  wound  he  had  received 
on  his  head,  nor  to  the  bruifes  of  the  faid  Edes,  who, 
during  the  night  called  out  feveral  times  from  extreme 
pains,  and  the  next  morning  barely  able  to  movehim- 
jfelf ;  that  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  the  next 
I  morning,  the  whole  of  the  impreffed  men  were  again 
jordered  on  the  quarter  deck,  and  again  examined, 
|and  llationed,  except  deponent  and  Edes ;  that  while 
the  examination  was  going  on,  the  captain  of  the 
Thomas  and  Sarah  was  coming  on  board,  but  was 
[prevented  by  the  lieutenant,  who  ordered  the  centi- 
I  nel  to  keep  him  off  ;  that  about  eleven  of  the  clock, 


(  i4  ; 

the  captain  of  the  Brunfwick  came  on  board,  and  at 

three   o'clock  in  the  afternoon,   deponent  was  dif- 

charged,  but  thefaid  Edes  detained. 

Eliphalet  Ladd. 

Sworn  before  me,  one  of  his  Ma- 

jefty's  Juftices  of  the  peace  for 

the  parifli   of  King'ion,    this 

jqthdayof  June  1709.       TTT      0 
*.?        ;  'y  Wm.  Savage. 


•&Z*  American  ^» 
$*     Arms.    %* 

NO.       II9.  ;/ 

I  Joseph  Whipple,  collector  of  the  diftiicl  of 
Portfmouth  in  the  ilate  of  New  Hampfhire,  do  here-«. 
by  certify,  that  Richard  Carter,  an  American  fea- 
man.  aged  twenty-three  years  or  thereabouts,  of  the 
height  of  about  five  fe^t  ten  inches,  light  complexion, 
light-brown  hair,  light  coloured  or  blue  eyes,  was  born 
in  Kittery  in  the  fhte  of  Maffachuietts,  has  this  day 
produced  to  me  proof,  in  the  manner  directed  in  the 
acl,  entitled  "  An  act.  for  the  relief  and  protection  of 
"  American  feamen  ;"  and  purfuant  to  the  faid  a&, 
I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  faid  Richard  Carter 
is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  here- 
unto fet  my  hand  and  feal  of  office, 
this  2d  day  of  December  a.d.  1796. 

Joseph  Whipple,  Coll'r* 
A  true  copy,  Wm.  Savage.  (C°PyO 


(X.,) 


C. 

Jamaica,  if.  Richard  Carter,  mariner,  one  of 
the  feamen  of  and  belonging  to  the  fhip  called  the  Po- 
mona, of  the  port  of  Portfmouth  in  New  Hampfhire, 
one  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  being  duly! 
fworn,  maketh  oath  and  faith,  that  he,  this  deponent,  j 
was  born  in  Kittery  in  the  (late  of  Mafiachufetts,  in 


(     H     ) 

North  America,  on  or  about  the  twelfth  day  of  June, 
one  thoufand  leven  hundred  and  feventy-iour,  and  is 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  North  America, 
and  had  a  regular  certificate  thereof,  figned  by  the 
proper  officer  ;  a  true  copy  whereof  is  hereunto  an- 
nexed ;  and  this  deponent  faith,  on  or  about  the 
twenty-third  day  of  April  laffc,  he  fhipt  as  a  feaman 
on  board  the  faid  fhip  Pomona,  at  Portfmouth  afore- 
faid,  for  a  voyage  from  thence  to  Jamaica,  and  back, 
and  accordingly  departed  in  the  faid  fhip,  on  the  faid 
voyage,  and  arrived  in  Kingfton,  Jamaica,  on  or  about 
the  feventh  day  of  June  inftant,  where  the  cargo  was 
to  be  discharged  ;  and  this  deponent  faith,  that  while 
he  was  employed  in  his  duty  as  a  feaman,  affifting  in 
difcharging  the  cargo  of  the  faid  fhip  Pomona,  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  this  inftant,  June,  he  was  taken  and 
lei  zed  by  a  prefs-gang,  belonging  to  his  Britannic 
Majefty's  fhip  of  war  the  Brunfwick,  and  forcibly 
carried  away,  notwithflanding  this  deponent  repre- 
fented  to  the  officer  who  commanded  the  faid  prefs- 
gang,  that  he  was  an  American  citizen,  and  had  a 
regular  certificate  thereof  on  board  the  faid  fhip  Po- 
mona ;  and  this  deponent  faith  he  was  violently  forc- 
ed into  a  boat  and  (truck  twice  with  a  drawn  cutlafs, 
by  one  of  the  officers  with  the  faid  prefs  gang,  and 
two  men  with  piftols  and  hangers  placed  over  this  de- 
ponent, who  loaded  their  piflols  in  the  prefence  of 
deponent,  and  threatened  to  blow  out  his  brains  if 
he  attempted  to  move  or  to  fpeak  ;  and  then  they  ear- 
ned this  deponent  and  alfd  John  Edes,  one  of  the  fea- 
nen  of  the  fhip  Thomas  and  Sarah,  an  American  ci- 
.izen  whom  they  had  alfo  feized,  on  board  the  faid 
hip  of  war  the  Brunfwick ;  and  this  deponent  faith, 
>n  getting  on  board  the  Brunfwick,  this  deponent 
md  the  faid  John  Edes,  were  ordered  to  go  on  the 
ruarter  deck,  where  Mr.  Harris,  the  firft  lieutenant 
)f  the  faid  fhip,  abufed  this  deponent  and  the  faid 
[ohh  Edes,  and  gave  them  in  charge  to  the  mailer 
f  the  faid  fhip,  while  he  went  to  look  for  the  boat- 


(  16  ) 
fwain's  mate,  and  foon  after  returned  with  the  boat- 
fwain's  mate,  whom  he  ordered  to  take  this  deponent 
and  the  faid  John  Edes,  and  to  beat  them  ;  in  obedi- 
ence to  which  orders,  the  faid  John  Edes  and  this 
deponent  were  feverely  beaten,  particularly  this  de- 
ponent, the  faid  boatfwain's  mate  doubling  a  rope  of 
about  three  inches  and  an  half  thick,  and  beating  this 
deponent  with  great  violence  over  the  head,  face, 
neck,  moulders,  back  and  flomach,  until  he  had  tired 
himfelf,  and  then  he  gave  the  fame  rope  to  one  of  the 
mariners  of  the  faid  fhip  Brunfwick,  and  he  alfo  fe- 
verely beat  this  deponent  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and 
this  deponent  faith,  he  received  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred blows,  and  was  thereby  greatly  bruifed,  and  his 
face  cut,  and  his  flomach  as  well  externally  as  in- 
ternally much  injured,  fo  that  this  deponent  brought 
up  a  quantity  of  blood  for  feveral  days  after  ;  and  this 
deponent  faith,  that  notwithstanding  he  had  been  fo 
cruelly  treated,  he  was  compelled  to  affift  in  hoifling 
in  the  boats  belonging  to  the  faid  fhip  ;  and  this  depo- 
nent faith,  that  Nathaniel  Kennerd,  the  mafler  of  the 
faid  fhip  Pomona,  immediately  after  this  deponent 
was  feized  by  the  prefs-gang,  went  to  the  faid  fhip 
Brunfwick,  and  arrived  on  board  juft  before  this 
deponent ;  and  the  faid  Nathaniel  Kennerd  took  with 
him  the  certificate  of  this  deponent  being  an  Ameri 
can  citizen,  and  fubmitted  the  fame  to  the  faid  lieu 
tenant  Harris  ;  and  this  deponent  faith,  he  did  not 
give  any  provocation  or  commit  any  offence  what 
ever  to  authorize  or  induce  the  treatment  which  he 
received  as  above  ftated  ;  and  this  deponent  faith,  he 
was  forcibly  detained  on  board  the  faid  fhip  Brunfwick: 
for  the  fpace  of  ten  days,  when  he  was  brought  back 
to  the  Pomona,  in  confequence  of  a  writ  of  habeas; 
corpus  having  been  fued  forth  on  behalf  of  this  de- 
ponent. Richard  Carter. 
Sworn  before  me  f being  firft  duly 
(tamped  )  this  25th  day  of  June 

J799-  Wm,  Savage. 


Return  of  American  feame 
and  arrived  in  the  d 
March   1798. 


eamen  which  have  been  impreiTed  from  on  board  of  veffels  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
iftrift  of  the  city  of  New-York,  commencing  the  lft  of  January,  and  ending  the  31ft  of 


Nairn's  ot  the  perlons  1111- 

Ofohat.oun. 

Date  of  entry 

Veflel'j  name. 

Mailer',  name 

From  whence. 

p re fled. 

try. 

By  whom  imprefled. 

Where. 

Date. 

,798. 
January  13 

Schooner  Hope,       -     - 
Schooner  Juliana,    -     - 

Cooke,      - 

Trinidad.     -     - 

Guftus  Salvage,       -     - 

Sweden.     - 

Britifh  floop  of  war,  name  unknown,    -     - 

Port  of  Spain, 

,?97'N,,, 

Vicary,      - 

Jeremie.       -     - 

Jacob  Grainger,       -     - 

America. 

Britilli  frigate  Majician,  Captain  unknown, 

Jeremie,-      -     - 

oa.  29. 

TRofs  Culley,  mate,") 

January  17 

January  22. 
February  K 

Ship  Nancy,      -     -     - 

Ship  Jafon,  -     -     -     - 
Brig  Hazard,      -      -      - 

Forrelt,      - 
Pendor,      - 

Newry 

Port-au-Prince. 

1  William  Teaf,          )■ 
LPhilip  Feagan,         J 
JohnM'Neal,    -     -     - 
Thomas  Green,       -     - 

Ireland.     - 
America. 

French  privateer  Favourite,  Capt.  unknown, 
Britilli  (loop  of  war  Lark,  Capt.  Spinks,     - 

Atfea,    -     -     - 
At  fea,    -     -     - 

Nov.  27. 

Drummond, 

London.       -     - 

Ditto.  -     - 

Britith  prefs-gang,       --_-__- 

Gravefend,  -     - 

Auguft  5. 

March  3. 

Schooner  Fox,   -     -     - 

Dandelot, 

Port-au-Prince. 

\  Samuel  Nathan,  -     - 

America.  / 

Britifh  fhip  of  war,  name  unknown,     -     - 

Port-au-Prince, 



March  6. 

Brig  Rowena,    -     -     - 

Marriner, 

Ditto.       -     - 

f  Jofeph  Myrick,    -     - 

Ditto.  -     - 

Ditto  Abeguans,  Captain  Coulliy,      -     - 

Port-au-Prince, 

1798.  Feb.   5. 

March  7. 

Brig  Endeavour,      -     - 

Macy,  -    - 

Ille  Wight.       - 

S  Francis  Calefpy,  -     - 

Ditto.  -     - 

Ditto  gun-boat,   Captain  Stewart,        -     - 
Ditto  frigate  Triton,  Captain  unknown, 

Cowes,   -     -     - 

1797.  oa.  2. 

Ship  America,    -     -     - 

Baxter, 

London.       -     - 

§  John  Suthard,       -     - 

Ditto.  -     - 

At  fea,    -     -     - 

Sept.  — 

Ditto.    -  "| 

Edward  Sweeny, 

Ditto.    - 



Sloop  Eliza,      -     -     - 

Fairchild, 

Si. Bartholomews 

<^  Jofeph  King,       -     - 
Caleu  Mickeil,  -     - 

Ditto.    -    V 

French  privateer  Sanfpanel,  Capt.  Petitte, 

At  fea,    -     -     - 

1798.  Jan.  10. 

Norway.   [ 

^Matthias  Peterfon,    - 

Ditto.    -J 

J  Had  a  protea'n 


faid  to  have  belonged  to  the  Herm'n 


Had  no  prnteaion. 


ending  the  30th  of  June  1798. 


Return. 


commencing  the  ifl  of  April  and 

-     Antimm.         ~-       -    dm™    Wilfnn.         1"       -     Denmark 


April.  3. 

i;n,u., 

—  27. 

Br,-  iii 

May  3. 

Hni;   CI 

May  23. 

Brig  Un 

June  9. 

Sloop  R 

Schoonc 

June  ,0. 

Brig  Eli 

June  2  ,. 

Ship      \ 

vid  and  George, 


*», 


While, 
Lee,     - 

Champlii 
Mathews 
Finley, 
Denoon, 
iDenifon, 
..Wvfe, 


Antigua.      -     - 

Wilfon,      -     - 

Denmark 

Lifbon.  -     -     - 

Walter 

Campbell,       - 

Scotland. 

-{avannah.  -     - 

Willia 

n   lafper,     -     - 

Africa. 

Porto  Rico.       - 

William  Williams,      - 

England. 

St.  Domingo.    - 

Henry 

>otter,     -     -     - 

America. 

^urracoa.    -     - 

Hugh 

rvin,       -     -     - 

Ditto.  - 

St.  Croix.    -     - 

John  Thompfon,     -     - 

Ditto.  - 

Havre.    -      -      - 

Thoma 

s  Shipley,     -     - 

Ditto.  - 

.....   frigate,   name  unk ,     - 

Mr.  Coffin,  a  Britith  commiffioner  at 
Three  armed  Spaniards  at  -  -  -  -  - 
ilh  man  of  war  York,  Capt.  unknown, 
Britifh  man  of  war  Acafta,  Capt.  Lean,  - 
Britifh  man  of  war  Regulus,  Capt.  Eyre, 
"  '  ilh  feventy-four  Vengeance,  Capt.  Ruil'el 
ifh  feventy-four  Cynthia,  Capt.  unknown 


Antigua,      -     - 

March  3. 

Lifbon,  -     -     - 

March  3. 

Havanna,     -     - 

Feb.  7. 

Cape  Francois, 

Feb.   13. 

Atfea.    -     -     - 

April  8. 

Denomaria  Bay. 

At  fea.    -     -     - 

April  28. 

Ditto.  -     -     - 

170.7 

Dec.  22. 

Diftrict  of  New- York, 

Collector' s-Ojfice,  July  ijl,   1798. 


Joshua  Sands,  Collector. 


Return  of  American  feamen  which  have  been  impreffed  from  on  board  of  veffels  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  arrived 
in  thediftricl  of  the  city  of  New- York,  from  the  lit.  of  July  to  the  30th  of  September  1798. 


—  14   Brig  An 


Goodwin, 
Dandelot, 

Robins, 

Law,       ■ 


Aux  Cayes, 
New  Orleans, 


s  of  perfons  imprcllld. 


Eliakim  Harry,  (a  mulatto)  - 
John  Frazier,  -  -  -  -  - 
C  One  Teaman  name  unknown 
I  Ellifc  Baloon,  .... 
John  Walker,  (a  negro)  - 


America,    -  JBritifh  floop  of  warFourterelle, 
Do.         -    By  two  Britilh  officers,        -     - 

r  d'l   j'      {  Britifh  man  of  war  Adventure, 

Lalt  Indies,  3  j 

America,    -    Ditto  brig  privateer  Hero,  -     -' 


Jeremie,   -     - 
Port  au  Prince 


At  fea, 
Ditto, 


1798. 

May  7. 


July  19. 


Return,  commencing  the  if):  of  October  and  ending  the  31ft  of  December  1798. 


oa.  .5 

Nov.  16 


Ship  Edenbtirgh  Packet, 
Brig  Integrity,  -     -     - 


jMc'Lachland, 
Gillender,  - 


Leith,     ..-     -  IWilliam  Cowan, 
(St.  Peterfburgh,    -  Andrew  Watfon, 


-  |Scotland, 

-  Ditto,    - 


[By  a  Britilh  prefs-gang,       -     -   Leith,  - 
[Do.  Brig  Cutter.  Capt.  Temple,   At  fea. 


Aug. 


Di/lritt  of  New-York, 

Collector's  Office,  January  \Jl   1799. 

Joshua  Sands,  Collector. 


Return  of  American  feamen  which  have  been  impreffed  from  on  board  veffels  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  arrived  in  the  diftrict  of 
the  city  of  New- York,  from  the  iff  of  January  to  the  30th  of  March  1799. 


Date  of  Entry. 

VeDel's  Name. 

Mailer's  Name. 

From  whence. 

NamesoftheperfonsimpreflW. 

Of  what  country.  1                                        By  whom  imprefled. 

Where. 

Date. 

*799- 
January  17 

Schooner  Determinate  Rover, 

Taylor, 

Cuba, 

Mattrofen   Inas, 

Switzerland, 

Britifh  advice  boat  Lark,  John  Wentworth  Loring, 

At  fea. 

J799 

January  17. 

March  16, 

Brig  Elias, 

Maxfield, 

Kingflon, 

George  Little, 

Ireland, 

Frigate  Surprize,  Edward  Hamilton, 

Kmgfton, 

March   11. 

January  17. 
1798. 

Schooner  Elizabeth, 

Clapp, 

New  Orleans, 

Benjamin  and  Nicholas  Iadmyarn. 

Hambro"        ? 
Hifpaniola,  5 

Sloop  of  war  Le  Promp,  Captain  Spread, 

Off  Baham 
Iflands. 

'} 

T    1          1798 

Ju'y  31- 

Sept.  28. 

Oetober  31. 

Schooner  Galliot, 

Hudfon, 

Cadiz, 

The  mate  and  four  other    fea-  \ 
men,  names  unknown.              J 

Unknown, 

Ship  of  war  Edgar,  74  guns,            .... 

Off  Cadiz, 

f  George   Mitchell,    Robert      ~] 

January     2. 

Ship  Cheefman, 

Ogilvie, 

Falmouth, 

J  White,  Thomas  Webb,  John  1 
]  Daniel,    Joleph  Bifhop,    Sa-  f 
l^muel   Hill  and  Peter  LegreyJ 

All  Americans, 

f  French  privateer  cutter  Felix,   Andrew  Viand,  "I 
\      and  font  to  Nantz,          .... 

At  fea, 

October  25. 

V99- 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Nathaniel  Sangs,  and  E.  March, 

Americans, 

Britifh  (hip  Cleopatra,   Pellew, 

Ditto, 



January  ,6 

Brig  Eifequebo    Packet, 

Willon, 

iMartinique, 

Samuel  Perry, 

Ditto. 

Ditto,   fhip  of  war, 

Ditto, 

Dec.  24. 

Ret 


turn  from  the  firit  of  April  to  the  30th  of  June  1799. 


April  1, 
April  9, 


Schooner  Enterprize, 

Ship  Cygnet, 
Schooner  Barbara, 
Brig  Ceres, 


Gore, 
Clay, 
O'Conner, 


amaica, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Benjamin  Wellon, 

Arimos  Saul  and  Simon  Church, 
Benediftus  Philippius  Glawman, 
John  Newell, 


Sweden, 
Cu.rra.coa, 

Sweden, 


Britifh  bng  Neptune,  Lieut.  Lenox, 

Britifh  frigate  Maidftone, 
Ditto,  Ditto, 

Britifh  fhip  of  war  Queen. 


A! 

lea. 

Decern,  n. 

Di 
Di 
Di 

to, 

]799 
March  13. 

April  16. 

Colleftors-Office, 
New-York,  Jime  30,   1799. 


Joshua  Sands,   Collector. 


.  .'   f  -«v- 


Return  of  American  feamen  which  have  been  impreffed  from  on  board  of  veffels  belonging  to  the  United  States,   and  arrived  in  the 
diftrict.  of  the  city  of  New- York,  from  the  iff  of  July  to  the  30th  of  September  1799. 


1799. 
J«iy  3 


Aug.  14 

—  3' 

Sep.  3 

—  7 

—  M 

May  27, 

'797- 
0&.  25 


;  Little  George,     - 
Eliza,  .... 

Schooner  Enterprize,  - 
Ship  Gen.  Wayne, 
Brig  Paramaribo,  .  - 
Sloop  Induftry,  .  - 
Brig  Nancy,  -  -  - 
Ship  Magnet,  -  -  - 
Brig  Neutrality,  -  - 
'tted  being  miflaid,) 
Sloop  Vermont,      .     - 

Barque  Favorite,     -     - 


Griffiths. 

Barham, 

Sellers, 

Seaman, 

Chew, 

Brown, 

Reed, 

Stetfon, 


ingham, 


Frueman, 
Troop,     - 


Havanna, 

Montego-bay, 

New-Orleans, 
Havanna, 


Kingfton, 
Liverpool 
Kingfton, 


Names  of  the  perfons  imprclfed. 


George  Ford, 
John  Rofe, 


Nicholas  Bartole, 
Peter  Smith, 
Robert  Shaw, 
Samuel  Tavenner, 
William  Schooley, 
John  E.  Blake, 
John  Williams, 
Thomas  Whelps, 
[onathan  Dodds,    ■ 
William  Hcndrick, 


J  Tofeph  Baker,  Eben.  Varney, 
\  Chancy  Hancock,  Tho.  Gelfton, 
C  Ephraim  Eufton,  Cato  Rogers, 
I      and  William  Mathias,     -     - 


taly,  -  -  - 
England,  -     - 

United  States, 
England,  -     - 

Do.  -  - 
United  States, 
England,  -     - 

Do.  -  - 
United  States, 

Do.      -     - 

Do.       -     - 


Britifh  (loop  of  war  Lark,  Loring,     . 
Ditto  Do.       Do.     -   - 

Ditto  Swallow,  Hayes,    - 

Ditto  fixty-four,  York,   Furier,      -     - 
Ditto  frigate  Trent,  Otway,      -     -     - 
Ditto  privateer  Nancy,  Hutchinfon,    - 
Ditto  iloop  of  war  Ratler,  Whelen,  - 
Ditto  prefs-gang,        ------ 

Ditto  fliip  of  war  Abergaviney,  Thomfon 


•Yench  privateer  Refolve,    -     -     -     - 

CDeferted  at  Bordeaux,  and  entered  in- 
/      to  the  French  fervice,   -     -     -     - 


At  fea, 
Do.  - 
Do.    - 


Kingfton, 
Liverpool, 
Kingfton, 


At  fea,   - 
Bordeaux, 


Colleftor's  Office, 

New-York,  September  30th, 


799- 


Joshua  Sands,  Collectoi 


1799. 

June  23. 


May  22. 

Aug.  17. 

—  6. 

June  17. 


March  23. 

•  between  id 
ofSep.&jth 

.ofOd.I7Q-7 


Register  of  feamen  employed  on  board  of  fhips  or  veffels  of  the  United  States,  impreffed  or  detained  by  fhips  or  veffels  of  foreign 

nations. 


ImprelTments  and  detentions  of  Seamen,  and  by  whom  made. 

Date. 

Names  of  feamen. 

Towlutcountryorfta.ebelonging 

From  what  velTel  de- 

Matter's  name. 

impreffed  or  detained 

By  what  fhipor  velTel. 

Commander's  name. 

Remarks. 

'797 
Oflober  23. 

1798. 
January  14, 
February  6, 

John  Lacey, 
Edward  Wright, 
James  Higgins, 
Benjamin  Stafford, 

Ireland,  without  protection, 
Ditto,  with  a  protection, 
Perth  Amboy,  New- Jerky  \ 
Pafquotank,  N.  Carolina,  / 

Brig  Loraney, 
Ship  Experiment, 

Jofeph  Morris, 
Benjamin  Jenne, 

Coafl  of  Hifpaniola, 
Port-au-Prince, 

Britifh  frigate  Tortorel, 
Britilh  (nip  50  guns,  Abergaviney. 
/Britilh  fhip  letter  of  marque"! 
\     Nereus,         -         -         -   J 

Captain  Weft, 
Unknown. 
Captain  Williams, 

Reported  1 2th  Feb.  1 798,  impreffed 

Ditto  7th  of  March  1798,  Ditto. 

rThefe  two  detained  in  lieu  of 
<       men  taken  from  on  board  the 

t     Nereus. 

Taken  from  the  protefts  of  the  mailers  of  the  above  veffels  which  have  arrived  in  the  port  of  Perth  Amboy  between  the  ift  day  of  January  and  the  31ft  day  of  March  1 798. 

Note      It  appears  from  the  proteft  that  John  Lacey  was  an  Irifhman,  and  had  no  proteaion  :  From  the  prated  it  appears,  that  Edward  Wright  was  alfo  an  Irifhman,  but  having  a  proteaion  obtained  by  perjury. 
And  fee  the  lame,  proteft  tor  the  caufe  of  detaining  the  other  two.  '    J 


Colleftors-Office, 
DiJlriB,  of  Perth- Amboy,  April  1,   1798. 


John  Halsted,   Collector. 


Jfc* 


REPORT 


OF     THE 


Commiflioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 


INCLOSING 


A    REPORT    TO    THEM, 


FROM    THE 


Secretary  of  the  Treafury, 


AND 


SUNDRY  OFFICIAL  STATEMENTS 


OF    THE 


Accounting  Officers  of  the  Treafury  Department, 

Relative  to  the  Meafures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the  Commiflioners, 

for  purchasing  the  Public  Debt,  fubfequcnt  to  their  Report 

of  the  15th  of  December,  1798. 


nth.  December,   1799. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Printed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States. 


PHIL  AD  EL  P  H I  A; 

PRINTED   BY   WAY  &   GROFF, 

No.  48,  North  Third-ftreet. 


(j? 


THE 

Commiflioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 

Refpeclfully  Report  to  Congrefs  as  follows  : 

HAT  the  meafures  which  have  been  authorized 
by  the  Board,  fubfequent  to  their  report  of  the  15th 
of  December,  1798,  fo  far  as  the  fame  have  been 
completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treafury  to  this  Board,  dated  the 
10th  of  December,  1799,  and  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  officers  of  the  Treafury  therein  referred  to,  which 
are  herewith  tranfmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received 
as  part  of  this  report. 

SAMUEL  LIVERMORE, 

Prefident  of  the  Senate^  P.  Temp. 

December  ntb,  1799. 


T 


THE 

Secretary  of  the  Treafury 

Refpeclfully  Reports  to  the  Commijfioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund, — 


HAT  no  pur  chafes  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
itates  have  been  made  fince  the  date  of  the  lafl  re- 
port to  Congrefs,  on  the  15th  day  of  December, 
[798,  and  that  the  fums  of  capital  flock  heretofore 
imrchafed,  and  transferred,  prior  to  the  prefent  year, 
|n  trufl  for  the  United  States,  the  interefl  whereon  is 
Impropriated  by  law  towards  the  reduction  of  the 
jmblic  debt,  amount  to  two  millions,  feven  hundred 
:jind  thirty-four  thoufand,  four  hundred  and  feventy- 
uiine  dollars,  and  forty-four  cents,  as  will  more  par- 
ticularly appear  from  the  document  hereto  annexed 
marked  A. 

That  the  following  fums  have  been  applied  towards 
ihe  difcharge  of  the  principal  debt  of   the  United 
States,  fince  the  date  of  the  lafl  report  to  Congrefs, 
ij)f  the  15th  of  December,   1798. 
ift.  To  the  fourth  inflallment  of  the 
fix  per  cent,  flock,  bearing  a 
prefent  interefl,  which,  purfu- 
:   ant  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An 
acl  making   further  pro  virion 
for  the  fupport  of  public  cre- 
dit, and  for  the  redemption  of 
the  public  debt,"  paffed  on  the 
3d  day  of  March,   1795,  and 
the  acl  in  addition  thereto,  paf- 
fed on  the  28  th  day  of  April, 
1796,  became  payable  on  the 
1  ft  day  of  January,   1799,  the 
fum  of  -  -      Dots.  674,938     2 


Carried  forward,  Dols.  674,938     2 


Brought  forward,  Dols.  674,938 
2d.  To  the  payment  of  the  feventh 
inftallment  of  the  fubfcription 
loan  for  bank  flock,  due  on 
the  lafl  day  of  Dec.  1798,  200,000 

3d.  To  the  payment  of  the  fecond  in- 
ftallment of  a  loan  of  one  mil- 
lion of  guilders  obtained  in 
Holland,  and  which  fell  due 
the  prefent  year,  purfuant  to  a 
contract,  dated  the  iftof  June, 
1787,  eftimated  at  40  cents 
per  guilder,         -  80,000 

4th,  To  the  payment  of  the  firft  in/tall- 
ment  of  a  loan  of  one  million 
of  guilders  obtained  inHolland, 
and  which  fell  due  in  the  pre- 
fent year,  purfuant  to  a  contract 
dated  the  13th  of  March,  1788, 
eftimated  at  40  cents  per  gulder        80,000 


Amounting  in  the  whole  to  Dols.   1,034,938     2 

The  payments  before  enumerated  have  been  made 
out  of  the  following  funds : 
1  ft,  The   intereft  fund  on  the  fums 

which  accrued  upon  the  ftock 

purchafed   and    vefted   in  the 

Commiilioners  of  the  Sinking 

Fund,  in  truft  for  the  United 

States,  as  particularly  ftated  in 

the  document  hereto  annexed 

marked  B,  -  -         $9>375  7: 

2d,  The  fund  arifing  from  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  which  originated 

prior  to  the  prefent  conftituti- 

Carried  forward,  Dols.  89,375  7^ 


Brought  forward^     Doh.  89,375  72 
on  of  the  United  States,    as 
particularly  ftated  in  the  docu- 
ment marked  C,  -  6,710  68 

gd,  The  fund  arifmg  from  the  fales  of 
lands  in  the  North  Weftern  Ter- 
ritory, as  particularly  ftated  in 
the  document  hereto  annexed 
marked  D,  -  *  1*963   ll 

|th,  The  fund  arifing  from  dividends 
on  the  capital  flock  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  3d  of  March,  1795, 
to  the  30th  of  June,  1798, 
after  deducting  the  interefl 
paid  on  the  fubfcription  loan 
for  the  fame  period,  as  parti- 
cularly ftated  in  the  document 
hereto  annexed  marked  E,  144,889     8 

fcth,  The  fund  arifing  from  a  loan  ob- 
tained of  the  Bank  of  the  U- 
nited  States,  purfuant  to  the 
fixth  fe&ion  of  the  ad,  paffed 
,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1795, 
entitled,  "  An  acl  making  fur- 
ther provifion  for  the  fupport 
of  public  credit  and  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt;" 
and  agreeably  to  a  refolution  of 
the  Board  of  Commimoners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  of  the  15th 
December,  1798,  approved  by 
the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States,         -  200,000 


Carried  forward t  Do/s,  452,938  59 


8 


Brought  forward,  Dols.  452,938  1 
6th,  The  proceeds  of  the  duties  on 
goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dize imported  ;  on  the  tonnage 
of  mips  or  veflels,  and  on  fpi- 
rits  diftilled  within  the  United 
States,  and  frills,  appropriated 
by  the  8th  fe&ion  of  the  act  of 
March  3d,  1795,  entitled,  "  An 
act  making  further  provifion  for 
the  fupport  of  public  credit,  and 
for  the  redemption  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,"  being  for  the  period 
and  in  reference  to  the  objects 
mentioned  in  this  report,  581,999  1 


Dols.   1,034,938 


Making  in  the  whole  an  equal  amount  to  the  reir 
burfements  before  mentioned. 

There  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Treafurer 
the  United  States,  as  Agent  of  the  Board  of  C01 
miffioners,  on  the  firft  day  of  December  inftant,  I 
fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand,  feven  hundred  ai 
eighteen  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents,  which,  with  t 
growing  produce  of  other  appropriated  funds,  will  1 
fufficient  for  the  reimburfement,  at  the  clofe  of  t 
prefent  year,  of  the  fifth  inftallment  of  the  fix  p 
cent,  flock,  bearing  a  prefent  interefl,  and  the  eigh 
inftallment  of  the  fubfcription  loan  for  flock'  of  t 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  which  reimburfemer 
are  required  to  be  made  by  the  nth  fection  of  ti 
ad  of  Congrefs,  palled  on  the  3d  of  March,  179 
herein  before  mentioned. 

All  which  is  mofl  refpedfully  fubmitted,  by 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasui 
Treasury  Department, 
December  10,   1799. 


A  GENERAL  STATEMENT  of  the  fcveral  Stocks  transferred  to  ,he  United  States,  to  the  3,ft  December,  ,„,    Inclu 

"i  o'f ;„:  ;ifDr which' by  the  aas  of  the  8th  May-  m>> and  3d  March>  ■»* k  ■"«*■<•?  %  *'  -w 


Purchafed  with  monies  received  on  account  of  the  furplus 
of  duties  to  the  end  of  the  year  1790,  as  per  flatement 
thereof  heretofore  rendered,  -  . 

Ditto  on  account  of  a  loan  of  2,000,000  dollars,  ditto,     - 

Ditto  out  of  the  intereft  fund,  -  ditto,  - 

Amount  transferred  to  the  United  States, 


In  payment  for  land  on  lake  Erie,  fold  to  the  Mate  of 

Pennfylvania,  - 

In  difcharge  of  the  debts  due  to  foreign  officers,     - 
In  the  payment  of  certain  balances  which  originated 

prior  to  the  prefent  conftitution, 
In  the  re-payments  of  commutation  by  fundry  military 

officers,  -  -  '   _ 

In  payment  for  lands  fold  under  the  acT:  of  18th  May, 

1796,  and  received  in  purfuance  of  the  ad  of  the 

3d  March,  1797,         - 

DOLLARS, 


SIX  PER  CENT. 
STOCK. 

THREE  PER  CENT. 
STOCK. 

DEFERRED 
STOCK. 

5  \   PER  CENT. 
STOCK.   ' 

AMOUNT  OF  THE 

SEVERAL  SPECIES 

OF  STOCK. 

439,016  12 
353,604  95 

I!5^95   57 
274,446  42 

401,072  90 

3J.73r  94 
79.°55  79 
102,975  84 

631,786  86 
I37.S88  66 
118,608  92 
47.995  47 

1,400   O 

1.471.875  88 

522,925  55 

312,860  28 
A.  426,817  73 

1,182,263  6 

614,836  47 

935.979  91 

1,400  0 

2.734.479  44 

— 1 

SIX  PER  CENT. 
STOCK. 

THREE  PER  CENT. 
STOCK. 

DEFERRED 
STOCK. 

Sj   PER  CENT. 
STOCK. 

AMOUNT  OF  THE 

SEVERAL  SPECIES 

OF  STOCK. 

60,449  44 

186,988  23 

60,718  25 
22,438  58 

30,224  72 

"      " 

151,392  41 
209,426  8l 

4,225  96 

6,747  40 

10,303  66 

- 

21,277   2 

14.934  22 

10,472  40 

7.467  9 

" 

32,873  71 

7.848  57 

2,599  21 

- 

1,400   O 

11,847  78 

274,446  42 

102,975  84 

47.995  47 

1,400  0 

426,817  73 

Treasury  Department, 
Regijier's  Office,  December  4,  1799. 


JOSEPH   NOURSE,    Regijler. 


II 


B 


STATEMENT  of  monies  arifing  from  intereft  on 
flock  transferred  to  the  United  States,  being  the 
amount  drawn  by  the  Agent  to  the  Truftees,  for 
the  redemption  of  the  Public  Debt,  purfuant  to 
the  ad  of  the  8th  May,  1792,  and  agreeably  to  a 
ftatement  made  at  the  Treafury,  No.  11,064,  dat- 
ed 25th  November,  1799. 

798.    March  30,  -             -                 22,282  34 

June     30,  -                 -        22,364  46 

Sept.     27,  -             -                  22,364  46 

Dec.     29,  -                 -       22,364  46 


Dols.  89,375  72 


Treasury  Department, 
Regifter's  Office ,  December  4th,   1 799. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Regijler. 


B 


12 


STATEMENT  of  monies  received  at  theTreafury 
in  the  year  1798,  from  the  payment  of  debts  which 
originated  prior  to  the  prefent  conftitution,  being  the 
amount  drawn  by  the  Agent  to  the  Truftees,  for 
the  redemption  of  the  Public  Debt,  on  the  29th 
December,  1798,  purfuant  to  the  acl  of  3d  March, 
1795,  and  agreeably  to  a  ftatement  made  at  the 
Treafury,  No.  11,064,  dated  25th  November, 
1799. 

From  Timothy  Pickering,  late  Quarter 
Matter  General,  for  a  balance  of  public 
monies  which  remained  in  his  hands,        3,878  86 

From  Edward  Carrington,  late  Deputy 
Quarter  Matter  General,  on  account 
of  monies  received  by  him  for  public 
property  fold,  -  -  -2,83182 


Dols.    6,710  68 


Treasury  Department, 

Regi/ters  Office,  December  /\th,   1 799. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Regi/ler. 


*3 


D 


STATEMENT  of  monies  received  into  the  Treat. 
fury  in  the  year  1798,  from  the  fale  of  Lands  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  ;  being  the  amount 
drawn  by  the  Agent  to  the  Truflees  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  Public  Debt,  purfuant  to  the  act 
of  the  3d  March,  1795,  and  agreeably  to  a  ftate- 
ment  made  at  the  Treafury,  No.  1 1 ,064,  dated 
the  25th  November,   1799. 


798.  December  29.  Warrant  No.  9,040, 
in  part  of  the  nett  proceeds  of 
43,446  -/oV  acres,  fold  at  Pittfburg 
purfuant  to  an  acl:  of  Congrefs  of 
1 8th  May,   1796,         -       Dots.   11,963   11 


Treasury  Department, 

Regijler's  Office -,  December  4th,   1799. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Regifter. 


14 


E 


STATEMENT  of  monies  arifing  from  Dividends  on 
the  Capital  Stock  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
in  the  Bank  of  faid  States,  from  the  3d  March, 
1795,  to  the  30th  June,  1798, 'after  deducting 
the  intereft  on  the  fubfcription  loan  for  the  fame 
period ;  being  the  amount  drawn  by  the  Agent  to 
the  Truftees  for  the  redemption  of  the  Public 
Debt,  purfuant  to  the  act.  of  the  3d  March,  1795, 
and  agreeably  to  a  ftatement  made  at  the  Treafury, 
No.  11,064,  dated  25th  November,   1799. 

1798.  December  29.  Warrant  No.  9,039, 

in  favor  of  faid  Agent,      Dots,   144,889     8 


Treasury  Department, 

Regi/hr's  Office,  December  4th,   1 799. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Regifter. 


LETTER 

FROM     THE 

Secretary  of  the  Treafury, 

ACCOMPANIED       WITH 

A  REPORT  AND  ESTIMATES 

O  F      T  H   E 

Sums  necejjary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  Service  of 
the  Tear  1800; 

ALSO, 

A    STATEMENT 


OF      THE 


RECEIPTS  and  EXPENDITURES 


AT      THE 


Treafury  of  the  United  States, 

For  one  year  preceding  the  frfl  day  of  OSober,    1799. 


iSth.  of  December,    \iQg, 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 


Publijhed  by  ord>r  of  the  Houfe  of  Rcprefentatives  of  the  United  States, 


— Philadelphia : — 

PRINTED  BY  ZACHARIAH  POULSON,  JUNIOR, 

No.  106,  Chefnut-Jireet. 
1799. 


Treasury  Department, 
December,  ijtb.  1799* 

SIR, 

1  HAVE  the  honor  to  tranfmit  herewith  a  report 
md  eftimates  of  the  appropriations  which  appear  to 
e  necefiary  for  the  ferviee  of  the  year  1800:  alfo, 
1  ftatement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  at  the 
Ireafury  of  the  United  States,  for  one  year  pre- 
:eding  the  firft  day  of  October,   1799. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  perfecl  refpecl, 

SIR, 
Tour  obedient  fervanl, 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 

le  Honorable 
The  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 


*& 


QM^=^==^===: .^^^^^ 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  rcfpeflfully  re- 
ports to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States : — 


T 


H  A  T  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred,  the  following  appropriations,  as  de- 
tailed in  the  eftimates  herewith  transmitted,  appear! 
to  be  neceflary: 


Lallars.      Cents. 


For  the  Civil  Lift,  or  the  fupport  of 
government,  including  the  contin- 
gent expences  of  the  feveral  de- 
partments and  officers,  the  fum  of      562,27$  9$ 

For  the  payment  of  annuities  and 

grants,  -  953  33 

For  the  fupport  of  the  Mint  Efta- 

blifhrnent,  -         -         -  *3i3°°     ° 

For  the  expences  of  intercourfe  with 

with  foreign  nations,  including  a 

fum  required  for  re-imburfing  to 

Confuls  of  the  United  States  the 

expence  of  fnpporting  claims  to 

captured  property;   for  aid  to  dif- 

treifed  American  Seamen  in  fo- 
reign   countries,    and    occafional 

afliftance  after  their  arrival  in  the 

United  States,  exclufive  of  the  an- 
nual appropriation,  authorized  by 

the  ad  of  March  :9th.  1798,   -  92,000     0 

Carried  forward,     668,529  28 


(     5     ) 

Dollars.        Genii. 

Brought  forward,     668,529   28 

For  the  payment  of  expences  inci- 
dent to  the  treaties  with  Great 
Britain,  Spain,  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean poweis,        -  244,000     o 

For  defraying  the  expences  incident 
to  the  valuation  of  dwelling  houfes 
and  lands  and  the  enumeration  of 
flaves,  puriuant  to  the  acl  of  July 
9th.  1798,         -         -         -  215,000     c 

For  the  Military  Department,  inclu- 
ding the  pay  of  the  army,  rati- 
ons, cloathing,  hofpital  ordnance, 
Quarter  Mailer  and  Indian  ex- 
pences; the  defenfive  protection 
of  the  frontiers,  and  contingen- 
cies, agreeably  to  the  eftimate  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  -         4,067,200     p 

For    the    payment  of  military  peii- 

fions,  -         -  -         -  93,000     o 

For  the  Navy  Department,  inclu- 
ding the  pay  and  fubfiiiance  of 
officers  and  men,  hofpital  and  con- 
tingent expence,  and  the  flippfmt 
of  the  corps  of  marines,  exclufive 
of  the  expence  of  building  fix 
feventy-four  gun  (hips,  authorized 
by  law,  greeably  to  the  eftimate 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,    -     2,482,953   99 

For  the  fabrication  of  cannon  and 
arms  and  the  purchafe  of  ammu- 
nition for  the  army  and  navy  and 
for  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,         -  260,000     o 

Carried  forward,     8,030,683  27 


Dollars.        Cents. 

Brought  forward^     8,030,683   27 

I*or  the  fupport  of  light  houies,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  public  piers  and 
other  eftablifhrrients  for  the  {sca- 
nty of  navigation,  including  the 
expence  of  repairs,  and  the  fum 
unexpended  of  an  appropriation 
heretofore  made  for  erecting  a 
light  houfe  on  Cape  Hatteras  and 
a  beacon  on  Shell  Caufe  liland, 
which  will  expire  at  the  clofe  of 
the  prefent  year,  -         -  98,240     3 

For  fatisfying  miscellaneous  claims, 
including  the  balances  of  old  ac- 
counts,  which  may  be  fettled  at 
the  Treafury  in  purfuance  of  an 
act  of  Congrefs,  paffed  on  the 
1 2th.  day  of  June,   1798,  -         34,000     o 


Amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  eight 
millions,  one  hundred  and  fixty- 
two  thoufand,  nine  hundred  and 
twenty-three  dollars  and  thirty 
cents,         -  8,162,92?  30 

The  funds  out  of  which  appropriations  may  be 
made,  for  the  purpofes  before  mentioned,  are— 

Firft,  The  fum  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  dollars 
of  the  proceeds  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
which  will  accrue  in  the  year  one  thoufand  eight 
hundred,  which  fum  is,  by  law,  annually  referved 
for  the  fupport  of  government. 

Second,  The  furplus  of  the  revenue  and  income 
of  the  United  States,  which  mny  accrue  to  the  end 
of  the  year  one  thoufand  eight  hundred,  after  fatis- 
fying the  objects  for  which  appropriations  have 
been  heretofore  made. 

Third, 


(     7     ) 

Third,  The  proceeds  of  fuch  loan  or  loans  as 
may  be  negociated  in  purfuance  of  the  laws  which 
Congrefs  may  be  pleafed  to  enact  during  the  prefent 
feffion. 

The  Secretary  alfo  tranfmits  a  ftatement  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  United  States,  foT 
the  year  prior  to  the  firft  day  of  October  lafl,  being 
the  lateft  period  to  which  an  account  can  be  pre* 
pared. 

All  which  is  moll:  refpecifully  fubmitted,  by 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 

Secretary  of  the  Treafun* 

Treasury  Department. 
December  ijth.  1799. 
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Treasury  Department, 
December,  ijth.  1799. 

SIR, 

X  HAVE  the  honor  to  tranfmit  herewith  a  report 
and  eftimates  of  the  appropriations  which  appear  to 
be  neceflary  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1800:  alfo, 
a  ftatement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  at  the 
Treafury  of  the  United  States,  for  one  year  pre- 
ceding the  firft  day  of  October,   1799. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  perfecl  refpecl, 

SIR, 
Tour  obedient  fervant, 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 

The  Honorable 

The  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives. 


^^= -' —  =^=^— — ^s 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  refpeflfully  re- 
ports to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States : — 


J.  HAT  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred,  the  following  appropriations,  as  de- 
tailed in  the  eftimates  herewith  tranfmitted,  appear 
to  be  neceffary : 

Dollars.      Cenfc* 

For  the  Civil  Lift,  or  the  fupport  of 
government,  including  the  contin- 
gent expences  of  the  feveral  de- 
partments and  officers,  the  fum  of      562,275  95 

For  the  payment  of  annuities  and 

grants,  -         -         -         -  953  33 

For  the  fupport  of  the  Mint  Efta- 

blimment,  .         -         -  i3?30°     o 

For  the  expences  of  intercourfe  with 
with  foreign  nations,  including  a 
fum  required  for  re-imburfmg  to 
Confuls  of  the  United  States  the 
expence  of  fupporting  claims  to 
captured  property;  for  aid  to  dif-' 
treffed  American  Seamen  in  fo- 
reign countries,  and  occafional 
afhftance  after  their  arrival  in  the 
United  States,  exclufive  of  the  an- 
nual appropriation,  authorized  by 
the  a&  of  March  19th.  1798,  -  92,000     o 

Carried  forward,     668,529  28 


(     5     ) 

Dollars.        Cenk* 

Brought  forward,     668,519  28 

For  the  payment  of  expences  inci- 
dent to  the  treaties  with  Great 
Britain,  Spain,  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean powers,        ...         244,000     o 

For  defraying  the  expences  incident 
to  the  valuation  of  dwelling  houfes 
and  lands  and  the  enumeration  of 
Haves,  purfuant  to  the  acl  of  July 
9th.  1798,         -  215,000     o 

For  the  Military  Department,  inclu- 
ding the  pay  of  the  army,  rati- 
ons >  cloathing,  hofpital  ordnance, 
Quarter  Mailer  and  Indian  ex- 
pences; the  defeniive  protection 
of  the  frontiers,  and  contingen- 
cies, agreeably  to  the  eftimate  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  -         4,067,200     o 

For    the    payment  of  military  pen- 

fions,  -  93jOoo     o 

For  the  Navy  Department,  inclu- 
ding the  pay  and  fubfiftance  of 
officers  and  men,  hofpital  and  con- 
tingent expence,  and  the  fupport 
of  the  corps  of  marines,  exclufive 
of  the  expence  of  building  fix 
feventy-four  gun  fhips,  authorized 
by  law,  agreeably  to  the  eftimate 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,    -     2,482,953  99 

For  the  fabrication  of  cannon  and 
arms  and  the  purchafe  of  ammu- 
nition for  the  army  and  navy  and 
for  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,         -         -         -         -  260,000     o 


Carried  forward,     8,030,683  27 


(      «      ) 

Hollars.        Cents. 

Brought  forward^  8,030,683  27 
For  the  fupport  of  light  houfes,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  public  piers  and 
other  eftablifliments  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  navigation,  including  the 
expence  of  repairs,  and  the  fum 
unexpended  of  an  appropriation 
heretofore  made  for  erecting  a 
light  houfe  on  Cape  Hatteras  and 
a  beacon  on  Shell  Caftle  Iiland, 
which  will  expire  at  the  clofe  of 
the  prefent  year,  -         -  98,240     3 

For  fatisfying  miscellaneous  claims, 
including  the  balances  of  old  ac- 
counts, which  may  be  fettled  at 
the  Treafury  in  purfuance  of  an 
act  of  Congrefs,  paifed  on  the 
1 2th.  day  of  June,   1798,  -         34?ooo     o 


Amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  eight 
millions,  one  hundred  and  fixty- 
two  thoufand,  nine  hundred  and 
twenty-three  dollars  and  thirty 
cents,  -  8,162,92?  30 

The  funds  out  of  which  appropriations  may  be 
made,  for  the  purpofes  before  mentioned,  are — 

Firji,  The  fum  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  dollars 
of  the  proceeds  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
which  will  accrue  in  the  year  one  thoufand  eight 
hundred,  which  fum  is,  by  law,  annually  referved 
for  the  fupport  of  government. 

Second,  The  furplus  of  the  revenue  and  income 
of  the  United  States,  which  may  accrue  to  the  end 
of  the  year  one  thoufand  eight  hundred,  after  fatis- 
fying the  objects .  for  which  appropriations  have 
been  heretofore  made. 

Third, 


(     7     ) 

Third,  The  proceeds  of  fuch  loan  or  loans  as 
may  be  negociated  in  purfuance  of  the  laws  which 
Congrefs  may  be  pleafed  to  enac>  during  the  prefent 
feflion. 

The  Secretary  alfo  tranfmits  a  ftatement  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  prior  to  the  firft  day  of  October  laft,  being 
the  lateft  period  to  which  an  account  can  be  pre- 
pared. 

All  which  is  molt  refpeclfully  fubmitted,  by 

OLIVER  WOLCO'TT. 

Secretary  of  the  Treafurf- 

(Treasury  Department. 
December  i  yth,  i 799, 
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ACCOUNT 

OF 

Receipts  and  Expenditures 

OF    THE 

UNITED    STATES, 

From  the  ift.  Ofiober,    1798,  to  the  30M.  September,    1799* 
AND 

Balances  of  Appropriations 

Un- expended  on  the  ^oth.  of  September,   1 799, 

3b  — .  i^=— 'nSi 


(      104     ) 


Dr (ACCOUNT  of  RECEIPTS  and 

~  \    States ,  from  the  ifi,  of  Oclcber,   1798, 


For  the  Civil  Department,  w*. 

Compenfation  to  the  Prefident, 

Senate  and  Houfe  of  Repre- 

fentatives,  Judges,  officers  of 

government,  Commiffioners 

of  Loans,  &c.         -  432>737  &9 

Settling  the    limits    with    the 

ft  ate  of  Georgia  per  aft  of 

7th.  April  1798,  720  87 

Expences  of  Affittant  Surveyor 

Chain  Carriers,  &c.  in  the 

territory  North- weft  of  Ohio  8,082  96 

Expences  of  valuation  of  lands 

and  dwelling  houfes  and  enu- 
meration of  Haves  per  act  of 

9th.  July,    1798,  i38>595  6o 

Expences    of  a  mifcellaneous 

nature,        -         -         -         -         1,520  88 


For  the  Military  Department,  viz. 

Pay  and  Subfiftance  of  the  ar- 
my, Quarter  Matters,  Ord- 
nance, Hofpital  and  Indian 
Departments;  Horfes  for 
Cavalry,  Forage,  cloathing 
and  contingencies  of  the 
War  Department,         -  1,775,78 1   74 

Purchafe  of  Swords  and  Sa- 
bres, &c.  for  4,000  Cavalry,         19,250     o 

For  purchafe  of  arms  and  am- 
munition, -  -  138,536  68 

Militia  fervices  on  the  frontiers 

of  Kentucky,  -  1*887  41 

Purchafing  or  Leafing  Foui> 

daries  and  Armories,      -  59,280     o 


Dollars.    Cents  1 


58l,6j 


i>994>735  83 


Carried  for.vard,  2,576,393  74 


(     105     ) 

EXPENDITURES  of  the  United!  Cr 

to  the  30th.  of  September,  1799. 3 

I798. 

Oaober  lji.  Dollars.   CenPt. 

By   Balance   in  the  hands   of 

the  Treafurer  this  day,        -       1,161,426  17 

Deduct  warrants  drawn  on  the 
Treafurer  before  the  ift.  of 
October  r  798,  which  re- 
mained unpaid  on  that  day,  215643  50 


By   Amount   of  Receipts   into  the   Treafury 

from   Duties  on  Merchandize  and  Tonnage, 
viz. 

In  the  Quarter  ending 

31ft,   December,    1798,        -  1,683,568  61 

31ft.   March,  1799,           -  1,385,169  93 

30th.  June     -  1,868,661    34 

30th.  Sept.    -  1,499,686  46 


i>i39>782  67 


By  duties  on  Spirits  diftilled  in  the  United 
States,  on  Stills,  Sales  at  Auction,  Licen- 
ces for  felling  Wines  and  Spirituous  Liquors 
by  retail,  Carnages  for  the  conveyance  of 
Perfons,  Refined  Sugar,  and  Stamp  Duties, 
viz. 

In  the  Quarter  ending, 

31ft    December,   1798,         -       195,867  6$ 
31ft.   March,    1799,         -  165,183     4 

30th.  June,      -  211,999  95 

30th.  Sept.      — — —         -  200,512    12 


6,437,086  34 


By  Portage  of  Letters — 
In  the  Quarter  ending 

31ft.  December  1798,  -  15,000 

30th.  September  1799,     -  -       21.000 


773,562  76 


By  Fees  on  Letters  Patent — 
In  the  quarter  endirg 

31ft.  December  1798,     -  180 

31ft.  March,       1799*  -  510 


36,000    o 


Carried  forward,        690  8,386,431  77 
O 


(     io6     ) 

Dr.- Account  of  RECEIPTS  and 

Dollar*.    Centt. 

Brought  forward,  2>57^>393  74 

For  the  Naval  Department,  viz. 
Finiming  and  equiping  for  fea 

the  Frigates  United  States, 

Conftitution  and  Conftella- 

tion,         -  -  5>44J   29 

Purchafmg,   arming  &  equip- 
ping   12  veffels  per  act   of 

27th.  April  1798,  -         380,439     © 

Building  and  equipping   three 

fhips  of  not  lefs  than  3  2  guns 

each,   per  act  of  16th.   Ju- 
ly 1798,  -  ,     m  593^74  43 
Building    and    equipping    10 

Gallies,  -  70,000     o 

Extra  expence  of  the  Revenue 

Cutters,  -  -  10,000     o 

Building    and    equipping   fix 

fhips  to  carry  74  guns  each,       126,500     © 
Pay   and    Subfiftance   of   the 

officers  and  crews  of  the  na-     , 

vy,  contingent  expences  of 

the  navy,  wear,  loffes,  &c. 

and  for  the  fupport  of  the 

Marine  Corps,         -  1,355,775  86 


2,542,030  58- 
For  the  Diplomatic  Department. 

Salaries  for  Foreign  Mmifters,  &c.  83,041   97 
For  the  Mint  Eftablilhment,  exclufive  of  the 

falaries  of  the  officers  which  are  included  in 

the  civil  department,         -          -             -  19*672  93 

For  the  contingent  expences  of  government,  225     o 

For  annuities  and  grants,     -  2,970  83 

For  Military  penfions  paid  Invalids,          -  94,694     3 

For  fortifications  of  ports  and  harbours,  243,124  52 

For  fupport  and  erection  of  Light  Houfes,  78,260  73 
For  loan  to  the  city  of  Walhington,  per  act  of 

1 8th.  April  1798,                  -             -             -  50,000 
For  the  Britifh  Treaty  in  carrying  into  effect 

the  faid  treaty,             -             -              -  33*29816 

Carried  forward,  5*723,71249 


(     i°7    ) 

EXPENDITURES— continued. Cr. 

Dollars.    Centi. 

Brought  forward,  690     8,386,431    77 

30th.  June,  1799,         -  300 

30th.  September,  ■  -  120 

1,110    o 

By  Public  lands  fold  at  Pittfburg — 
In  the  quarter  ending 

3 lit.  December,   1798,  ^-  -  8,769  79 

By  Fees  on  Land  Patents*— 
In  the  quarter  ending 

32ft.  March,   1799,     -  -  iS 

30th.  Sept.     -  -  12 


By  cents  and  half  cents  coined  at  the  Mint. 

In  the  quarter  ending 

31ft.  December,    1798, 

2,215 

0 

31ft.  March,   1799, 

3.490 

0 

30th.  June,     - 

953 

18 

30th.  Sept.      

660 

0 

By  Dividends  on  the  capital  frock  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States — 
Dividend  of  31ft.  Dec,  1798,      35*520     o 
30th.  June,   1799,  -  '  35»52°     ° 


7,318   18 


71,049     © 


By  intereft  and  re  imburfement  of  fix  per  cent 
ftock  remitted  to  the  ccmmiffioners  of  the 
United  States  at  Amsterdam  in  truft  for  faid 
ftates,  In  the  quarter  ending  3  1  ft.  Decem- 
ber, 1798 — Amount  of  intereft  which  ac- 
crued thereon  from  lft.  October  1 796  to 
30th.  September,   1798,     -  -  78,675     9 

By  Domeftic  Loans — 

In  the  quarter  ending  3  i±\.  Dec.  1 798. 

From  the  Prefident,  Directors  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  being  the  amount 
of  a  loan  made  by  them  purfuant 
to  an  "  Acl  making  further  provi- 
fion  for  the  fupport  of  public  cre- 
dit &  for  the  redemption  of  public 
debt,"  paiTed  3d.  March,  1795,       200,000 


Carried  forward,  200,000    8,553,374  74 


(     *o8     ) 
Dr. Account  of  RECEIPTS   and 

Dollars.   Cmtt. 

Brought  forward,         5,723,712  49 
For  payment  of  Agents  under  the  6th.  article 

of  the  ''ritifh  Treaty,  -  -  600     o 

For  payment  of  awards  under  the  7th  article 

of  the     miih  Treaty,  -  -  11*709  84 

For  the  expence  of  prize  caufes  in  profecution 

of  claims  ;n  the  various  Admiralty  Courts,  37,800     o 

For  carrying   into  effect  the  treaty  with  the 

Dey  of  Algiers,  -  -  -  29,246  6^ 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaties  with  the 

Mediterranean  powers  generally,  -  60,000     o 

For  currying  into  effect  the  Spanifh  Treaty,  35,000     o 

For  ditto         ditto  the  treaty  with  the  Indians 

North  weft  of  the  river  Ohio,  -  9,500     9 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  or  treaties 

with  the  Indians  per  act  of  27th.  February, 

1798, 
For  pro  a  ion  of  Aire  ic;n  Seamen, 
For  intereit   on   the   domeuic 

debt  and  re-imburfement  of 

fix  per  cent  Mock  bearing  a 

prefent  intereit, 
For  reimburferoen'c  of  the  fix 

per  cent  itock  out  of  monies 

arifing  from   debts    due:    to 

the  United  btaUs  under  the 

late  government,  -  6,710  68 

For  reimburling  of  the  fame 

out  of  monies  arifmg  from 

the  fale  of  public  lands,  1 1,963    1 1 

For  ditto  cut  ot  monies  arifing 

from  dividends  on  the  capi- 
tal   itock  belonging  to   the 

United  States  in  the  Bank  of 

faid   itates,   after  deducting 

the  intereit  on  the  fubferip- 

tion  loan  from  3d.   March, 

1795    to    tne    3otn-    June, 

1798,  -  144,889     8 

For   ditto  out  of  monies   ari- 
fing from  interefi   on  itcck 


- 

20,880     0 

:men, 

17,000     0 

i 

2,793,692  89 

Carried  forward,     2,957,255  76   5,945,448  96 


(     i°9     ) 

EXPENDITURE  S— continued— Cr. 

Dollar*.    Cents, 

Brought  forward,  200,000    8,553,37474 

In  the  quarter  enaing  3 lit. 
March  1799. 

From  the  Prefident,  Directors 
and  Co.  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  on  account 
of  the  loan  of  5,000,000 
dollars,  made  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  fundry  Indi- 
viduals, puiluant  to  **  An 
acl  to  enable  the  Prefident 
of  the  United  States  to  bor- 
row money  for  the  Public 
Service."  Palled  the  16th. 
July  1798,  -;  605,787  5© 

From  the  Bank  of  Providence 

on  account  of  laid  loan,       -         6,925     o 

In  the  quarter  ending  30th. 
June, 

From  fundry  Banks  on  ac- 
count of  faid  loan,         -         1,882,837  50 

In  the  quarter  ending  30th. 
September, 

From  fundry  Banks  on  ac- 
count of  faid  loan,         -         1,494,537  50 


By  Prizes, — 

In  the  quarter  ending  31ft. 
December   1798, 

From  David  Caldwell,  Clerk 
of  the  Diftricl  Court  of 
Pennfylvania,  for  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  fales  of  the  French 
Schooner  La  Croyable  con- 
demned by  faid  Court,         -  3,363    13 

In  the  quarter  ending  31ft. 
March  j  799, 

From  the  fame  for  nett  pro- 
ceeds fales  of  the  French 
velTels,  Sans  Pariel  and 
Taloux,  -  -  1,815  50 


4,190,087  50 


Carried  fo .-ward,        r:?  78  63  12,743,46*  24 


(      *W     ) 

Dr. . Account  of  RECEIPTS  and 

Dollars,    Cents, 

Brought  forward,         2,957,255  76    5,945,448  96 
.purchafed,    redeemed,    and 
paid  into  the  Treafury,  67,093   38 


3,024,349  '4 

For  the  intereft  and  re  imburfement  of  the 

Dutch  debt  according  to  contracts,  -         864,400     o 

For  paying  certain  parts  of  the  domeftic  debt 

per  act  of  nth.  June,   1798,  -  77*625  6$ 

For  intereft  on  domeftic  loans,  obtained  from 

the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  -  216,400     o 

For    paying    the  7th,  inftalment  of  the  fub* 

fcription  loan  to  Bank  of  United  States,  200,000     © 

For  the  purchafe  of  Vellum,   Parchment  and 

Paper  for  Stamps  per  act  of  6th.  July  1797,  2,654  57 

For  the  payment  of  mifcellaneous  expences,         23,825;  39 


i*»354»7C3  7* 


Carried  forward,  10,354,70371 


C   **i    ) 

EXPENDITURE  S—continued. Cr, 


Dollars.  Cents* 

Brought  forward,  5,178  63  12,743,462  24. 

In  the  quarter  ending  30th. 

June  1799, 
From  the  fame  for  nett  pro- 
ceeds  fales  of  the  French 
Schooner  La  TarteufF,  -         i,©26  76 

In   the   quarter  ending  30th. 

September  1799, 
From  the  fame  for  nett  pro- 
ceeds fales  of  the  French  vef- 
fels,  Les  Amis  &  L'Union,  2,112   10 

S»3^7  49 


By  Balances  due  under  the  late  Government, 
In  the  quarter  ending  3  ift.  March  1799? 

From  John  Gibfon,  reprefen- 
tative  of  John  Gibfon,  late 
Auditor  General,  for  ba- 
lance of  old  emifiions  in  his 
hands,  -  .  -  -  37  30 

From  Stevens  T.  Mafon  late 
Cornmifiary  of  prifoners  in 

,  Virginia,  -  -  -  64  78 

From      Edward    Carrington, 

late  Dept.  Q^  M.  G.  "       -  1,980  04 

In  the  quarter  ending   30th. 
June  1799, 

From  the  fame  Edward  Car- 
rington D.  Q^M.  G.  -  1-93     o 

In   the   quarter  ending   30th. 
September, 

From  the  fame  Edward  Car- 
rington D*  Q^M,  G.  -  677  37 


By  Revenue  Cutter,  Scammel — 
In   the  quarter  ending  30th. 

June  1799, 
From  Thomas  Martin,  collec- 
tor at  Portfmouth,  for  nett 
proceeds  fales  of  faid  cutter, 
ibid  by  direction  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treafury,  56 


2>ms  39 


Carried  forward,  12,755,288   12 


(  %w  ) 

Dr. Account  of  RECEIPTS  and 

Dollars .   Cents, 

Brought  forward,         io>354>703  7* 


Carried  forward,        10,354,703  71 


C    t*i    ) 

EXPENDITURE  S— continued,- Cr, 

Dollars     Cents. 

Brought  forward,  12,755,2^8   12 

By  Fines,  Penalties  and  Forfeitures,— 
In   the    quarter  er.ding    3 1  it. 

March   '799, 
From  Aquila  Giles,   Marfhall 
for  the  diltric"t  of  New  York, 
for   fines   impoied    by    the 
Circuit  Court,  -  -  689  50 

From  Samuel  Bradford  Mar- 
fhall, for  the  diftricl  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  on  the  fame  ac- 


count,        -  300 


In  quarter  ending  30th.  June,    1799. 

From  David  Caldwell,  Clerk 
of  the  diitridr  court  of  Penn- 
fylvania  for  nett  proceeds^ 
fale  of  the  Brig  Exprefs, 
condemned  by  faid  court,  1 1,076  92 

From  the  fame,  for  nett  pro- 
ceeds fales  of  the  Brig  Ami- 
able Adele,  condemned  by 
faid  Court,       -  -  793  92 


In  the  quarter  ending  30th. 
September,    1799, 

From  Samuel  Bradford,  Mar- 
fhall of  the  diftricl  of  Mafia- 
chufetts  for  a  fine  impofed 
by  faid  court,  •  5     o 

From  William  Peck  Marfhall 
for  the  diftricl  of  Rhode  If- 
land,  for  nett  proceeds  fale 
of  the  Brigantine  Eliza  con- 
demned and  fold  by  order  of 
faid  court,     -  -  1>$S6  47 


By  Repayments — 
In  quarter  ending  31ft   March  1799. 
From  Jonathan  Smith,  Execu- 
tor of  Thomas  Smith,  late 


989  50 


11,870  84 


1,561   47 


Carried  forward,  12*769,70993 

P 


(     114     ) 
Dr. Account  of  R  E 'C  E  I P  T S  and 

Dollars.    Cents. 

Brought  forward,         io>354>7^3  7* 
Balance  in  the  hands  of  the 

Treafurer,   on  the  30th.  of 

September  1799,  -  2,423,348  92 

From  which  deducl  warrants 

(drawn  on  the  Tieaiurer. ) 

remaining  unpaid   on  that 

day,  which  are  included  in 

the    expenditures     in    this 

ftatement,         -  $65  54 

Balance  fubjecl  to  warrants  on 

the  1  ft.  O&ober  1799,        - * 2,422,783  38 


12.777,487     9 


(     %H     ) 

EXPE  ND  ITU  RE  S— continued. Cr. 

Dollars.    Cents. 

Brought  forward,  12,769,709  93 

agent  for  paying  intereft  in 
Pennfylvania,  -  1,084  32 

From  William  B  Grove,  ex- 
ecutor the  eftate  or  Robert 
Rowman,  late  Agent  for 
paying  intereft  in  North  Ca- 
rolina, -  -  374  16 


In  the  quarter  ending  30th.  June  1799. 
From      Benjamin     Haiwood, 

Agent  for  paying  the   late 

Maryland  line,  -  5>394  57 

From  William  Ellery,  Agent 

for   purchafing   oil  for  the 

Light  Houfe  eitablifhment,  924  11 


1,458  48 


6,318   6S 


12,777.4*7     9 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Regifter. 


Treafury  Department, 

Regi/ler's  Office, 
November.  14th.  1799. 


(     "6     ) 

A  Statement  of  the  Balances  of  certain  Appro- 
priations remaining  unexpended  on  the  $oth,  of 
September ■,   1799. 

Dollars.    Cents. 

Civil  Department  under  the  following  heads,  via. 

For  compenfation  to  the  Preli- 
dent,  Senate  and  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  Judges, offi- 
cer*: of  government,  com- 
riiiffioners  of  loans,  &c.  440,222   35 

For  fettling  limits  with  the 
ftate  of  Georgia,  per  act  of 
7th>  April,    1798,  9,279   13 

For  A  (Infant  Surveyors,  chain 
carriers,  &c.  in  the  territory 
North  well  of  the  Ohio,  23,720  64 

For  valuation  of  lands  and 
dwelling  houfes  and  enume- 
ration of  Haves,  &c  per  ac"t 
of  9th   July,    1798,  10,804  4° 

For  miicelianeous  claims,  l*c3S   7$ 


—       485,060  3» 


Military  Department  under  the  following  heads: 

Pay  and  lubfiiiance  of  the  ar- 
my, Quarter  Matter,  Ord- 
nance, Hofpital  and  Indian 
departments,  horfes  for  ca- 
valry, forage,  cloathing  and 
contingencies  for  the  War 
d  pariment,  -  3,005,810  32 

Purchafe  of  fwords  and  fabres 

&c  for  4,000  cavalry,  177,250     o 

Ditto  of  arms  and  ammunition,     344,202    12 

Ditto  or  leafing  fo.underies  and 

armories,  -  -  40,720     O 

Ditto   ol  arms  for  the  miiitia 

of  the  feveral  Mates,       -  400,000     O 

Contingent  charges  arifing  from 
the  pavm.nt  <>f  annuities  to 
certain  Indians,         -  10,0000 


3,977,982  44 


Carried  forward,  4,463,042  74 


(     "7    ) 

Dollars.   Cent:. 

Brought  forward,  4,4.63,042   74 

Naval  Department  under  the  following  heads: 

For  the  department  generally,    1,422,234  88 

For  building  fix   74  gun  fhips 

and  fix  iloops  of  war,  -     873,500     o 

For   augmenting   the  force  of 

public  veifels,  -  35>oco     o 

For  eftabliihment  of  two  docks         50,000     o 

For  purchaiing  timber  for  na- 
val purpofes,         -         -  200,000     o 

For   expences  of  French   pri- 

foners,  -  -  -  18,000     o 

For  wear,  lofles,  &c.  and  con- 
tingent expences  of  the  na- 
val department,     -  -  1,839  30 


_ —     2,600,574  18 

Diplomatic  Department,  •  -  119,723  93 
fylint  eftabliihment  other   than  the  falaries  of 

the  officers,                           -                       -  39,702   79 

Contingent  expences  of  government,             ^  20,000     o 

Annuities  and  grants,                 -              -  2,328   34 

Military  penfions,          ...              -  69,069   89 

Foitifications  of  Ports  and  Harbours,              -  83,068  46 

Support  and  eredtion  of  Light  Houfes,     -  65,132  64 

Britilh  treaty,  -  46,941  82 
Payment  of  Agents  under  the  6th.  article  of 

the  l)ritiih  treaty,                 -  15,240  77 

Ditto  of  awards  under  faid  article,  300,000     o 

Ditto  of  ditto  under  the  7th.  article  of  ditto,  18,405   28 

Treaty  m  ith  the  Dey  of  Algiers,             -  24,000     o 

Treaties  with  iMediterranean  Powers,  -  154,295  20 
Treaty  with  the  Indians  North- weft  of  the  Ohio,  14,000  o 
Treaty  or  Treaties  with  the  Indians  per  a<ft  of 

27th.  February  1798,              -              -  25,000     o 

Trading  houfes  with  the  Indians,          -           -  126,000     o 

Protection  of  American  Seamen,     -         -  2s, ceo     o 

Paving  certain  parts  of  the  domeftic  debt,  -  62^^.2  80 
Payment  of  demands  for  unclaimed  Merchandize,      2,714  63 

^lifcellaneous  expences,  54,629   70 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Regifter. 


Treqfury  Department,  Regifter's  Office, 
November  14//6.  1799. 


t 

E  P  O  R  T 


OF     THE 

SECRETARY  of  the  NAVY 

ON    THE 

PETITION 

OF 

Sundry  French  Officers 

CONFINED  IN  THE  PRISON  OF    BURLINCTONj  STATE 
OF     NEW-JERSEY. 


27th  December,  1799. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


[Publifhed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of    Reprefentatives.'] 


S*-    ■        ■■  *#&B$tom  1,  m 


REPORT. 


Navy-Department, 
.24M  December,  1799. 

77z£  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  has  the  honor  to  report,  on 
the  reference  made  to  him  on  the  1  %th  infant,  by  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
petition  of  fundry  French  ojfcers,  prifoners  at  Bur- 
lington, 

THAT  the  perfon  to  whofe  charge,  the  (aid  prifon- 
ers  were  committed,  has  been  inftrucled,  and  has 
long  fince  obeyed  the  inftru&ions,  to  admit  to  the  pri- 
viliges  of  parole,  within  reafonable  limits,  fuch  of  them 
as  could  produce  fatisfaclory  evidence  of  being  com- 
miffioned  officers, — And  that  in  no  inftance,  where  ap- 
plication has  been  made  under  proper  circumftances, 
has  permiffion  to  depart  from  the  United  States  been 
refufed  to  prifoners  of  this  defcription. 

That  no  fpecific  provifion  having  been  made  by  law 
for  the  fuftenance  of  French  prifoners,  they  have  been 
allowed  in  fomeinftances  more  but  never  lefs  than  one 
pound  of  bread,  half  a  pound  of  meat,  and  one  pound 
of  vegetables  each  per  day.  That  deeming  this  allow- 
ance fuiheient,  no  difcrimination  has  been  made  be- 
tween the  officers,  and  privates,  except  that  the  for- 
mer have  been  permitted  to  draw  either  the  provifions, 
or  the  value  in  money, — And  that  befides  provifions, 
the  prifoners  have  been  furnifhed  with  coarfe,  but  com- 
fortable clothing,  and  blankets;  and  when  the  feafon 
required  it  with  fuel. 


The  Secretary  begs  leave  further  to  report,  That  it 
is  a  facl  not  to  be  doubted,  that  the  American  citizens, 
who  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Agents  of  the 
French  government  in  the  Weft-Indies,  have  experi- 
enced treatment  lefs  indulgent  than  that  of  which  the 
prifoners  at  Burlington  complain  : — And  that  in  his 
opinion,  neither  humanity  nor  policy,  requires  any 
change  in  the  conduct  heretofore  obferved,  towards 
French  prifoners. 

All  which  is  refpetffully  fubmittcd. 

BEN.  STODDERT, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


' 


HP 


- 


to 


L  E  T  T  E 


FROM    THE 

metarp  at  War, 

ACCOMPANYING    A 

REPORT 

EXHIBITING    THE 

EXPENSES 

OF    THE 

NATIONAL    ARMORY 

AT 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


7th  January,  1800, 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

■ , —  • "■■! 

[Publijhed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of    Reprefentatives.} 


LETTER. 

WAR-DEPARTMENT, 

6th    January )   1800. 
S  I  R, 

JL  HAVE  the  honor  to  tranfmit  a  report,  exhibit- 
ing the  expences  of  the  National  Armory  at  Spring- 
field, Maffachufetts,  together  with  the  full  eft  informa- 
tion I  have  been  able  to  obtain  relative  to  the  faid  efta- 
blifhment. 

I  am, 

S    I    R, 

With  great  refpecl, 
Your  obedient  fervant, 

JAMES  M'HENRY^ 


The  Honorable  the  Speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
of  the  United  States. 


} 
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War-Department,  jtli  January ,  1800. 

THE  Secretary  of  War,  has  the  honor  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United 
States,  an  exhibit  of  the  expences  of  the  National  Ar- 
mory at  Springfield,  Maffachufetts,  together  with  the 
fulleft  information  he  has  been  able  to  obtain  relative  to 
the  faideftablifhment. 

The  following  fums  appear  to  comprize  the  annual 
expenditures  at  and  upon  this  Armory,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fame  in  the  year  1795,  down  to  the 
ift  of  Oclober,  1799. 

Vols.  Qs. 

In  the  year  1795,  expended,  12,095  25 

Do.  179^9  -  12,285  49 

Do.  1797,  -  11,175  28 

Do.  1798,  -  22,245 

From  ift  Jan.  to  lit 

of  Oclober,   1799,  -  48,900 

Cofl  of  rations  ilfued  during  the  above 
periods,  -  -  20,663 

Eftimated  value  of  Mufket  Stocks,  2,000 


Making  a  total  of  -            129,365  2 
The  mufkets  annually  fabricated  in  the  fame  period, 
were,  viz. 

In  the  year  1795,  -                         245 

Do.              1796,  -                         835 

Do.              1797,  ^                      1028 

Do.              1798,  -                      2044 

In  July,  Auguft,  and 

September,      1799.  -             _             1184 


Total  number,       6224 
In  order  to  form  a  juft  opinion  of  the  average  price 
or  coft  of  the  mufkets  manufactured  as  aforefaid,  it  will 
be  proper   to   diftinguifh   and  dedud   from   the    total 


amount,  the  fums  which  have  been  expended  upon  the 
buildings,  machinery,  tools,  Sec.  and  the  value  of  the 
unfinifhed  works,  the  tools  and  materials  on  hand  the 
lft  of  October,  1799,  as  we^  as  °^  certam  incidental 
work,  in  repairing  French  arms  in  (lore,  and  making 
or  repairing  cannon  carriages. 

Although  it  is  Mated  by  the  fuperintendant  of  the  Ar- 
mory ^  to  the  fecretary,  to  be  wholly  out  of  his  power 
to  determine  accurately  and  with  certainty,  what  pro- 
portion of  the  money  expended  was  laid  out  on  the 
works,  and  what  on  the  arms — which  he  obferves,  will 
be  readily  conceived  on  reflecling,  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  bufinefs,  the  public  buildings  were 
out  of  repair;  that  large  fums  were  expended  on  them; 
that  new  buildings  were  erected,  and  that  for  want  of 
proper  affiftants  and  fyftem,  he  did  not  keep  feperate 
accounts;  that  befides,  the  artificers  were  employed 
forfome  time  on  the  buildings,  infteadof  the  manu- 
jrufa&ory,  and  in  making  the  neceflary  pieces  of  ma- 
chinery and  tools;  yet,  according  to  the  belt  judgment 
he  can  form,  the  coft  of  the  work-fhops  and  other  build- 
ings for  the  armorers,  water  dam,  and  privilege,  to- 
gether with  the  machinery  belonging  thereto,  and  ra- 
tions drawn  by  the  men  while  employed  in  thefe  inci- 
dental labours,  may  be  eflimated,  at  20,000  dollars. 

Dok.  Cts. 

The  value  of  parts  of  mufkets  on  hand,         7?59l  50 

Stock  on  hand,  -  -  6,958  *7 

Expence  of  cleaning  and  repairing  ^J 
French  arms  in  ftore,  and  work  done     >  35Sco 

to  cannon  carriages  for  five  years,       J 

Took  and  utenfils  eftimated,  -         9,000 


r  47'349  67 

This  latter  fum  deduBed  from  the  total  amount  of 
expenditures,  leaves  a  balance  of  dollars,  82,015  35 
'which  divided  by  6224,  the  number  of  mufkets  fabri- 
cated fince  the  commencement  of  the  Armory  down  to 


5 

the  iftofOBober,   1799,  makes  each  mufket  to  coft 
about  13  dollars  and  17  cents. 

If  we  take  into  view  the  difficulties  always  atten- 
dant upon  the  firft  operations  of  an  eftablifhment,  re- 
quiring lb  much  (kill  as  the  fabrication  of  arms;  that  few 
or  none  of  the  workmen  were  at  fir  ft  mafters  of  the  bu- 
finefs;  that  fome  unfuccefsful  attempts  in  the  proper 
conuTuclion  of  the  machinery  and  formation  of  parts  of 
the  mufket  mud.  necelfarily  have  occurred;  that  time 
and  fome  experience  was  effentialtoadjuft  the  various 
branches  of  the  bu finefs  to  each  other,  arid  to  afcertain 
to  what  branches,  the  capacities  and  (kill  of  the  differ^ 
ent  perfons  employed  were  moft  appropriate — We  mall 
find  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  average  coft  of  the 
mufkets,  and  a  fufficient  explanation,  fhould  any  de- 
feels  appear  in  fome  of  the  earlieft  manufactured. 

The  works  being  now  complete,  and  labour-faving 
machines  operating  to  great  advantage;  the  artificers 
too,  being  generally  well  inftrucled,  and  the  bufinefs 
better  arranged,  and  carried  on  more  fyftematically, 
what  do  mu&ets  now  coft  the  United  States  at  Spring* 
field? 

There  are  at  this  rime  employed  in  the  Armory,  133 
artificers  and  11  apprentices.  The  number  employ- 
ed for  the  months  of  Auguft,  September,  and  October 
ultimo,  average  137  per  month.  In  two  of  thefe 
months,  there  were  completed  884  mufkets,  being  17 
to  each  working  day,  or  442  mufkets  per  month. 

The  fuperintendant  Mates,  as  the  refult  of  pofitive 
experience,  the  monthly  expenditures  of  the  Armory 
to  be  as  follows,  viz. 

ton.ct.-qr.  \  Dols.  Cn. 

Iron,  3,  15,  2,  -  coftr         592:i7 

Wages  of  workmen  including  the   "1 
pay  of  the  fuperintendant  and  mas-     >  2180  69 

ter  armourers.  J 

Rations  for  the  rrien,  -  -  546 

Ware  of  grind ftones,  -  _  .  50 

■Charcoal  and  fea  coal,  -  -  250 

Eftimated  coft  of  mufket  flocks,  -  152 


Dols.  Cts. 

36 

18 

50 

38 

45 

100 

100 

4,106 

36 

Emery,  oil,,  buff  leather,  Sec. 
Call  {reel,  brafs,  crucibles  and  wire, 
Screws,  fand-paper  and  tallow, 
Cloathing  apprentices,  and  team  work, 

Files,  - 

Contingent  charges, 


This  fum  then,  or  the  monthly  expenditures  appor- 
tioned on  the  number  of  mufkets  made  monthly,  (hews 
their  cofl  to  the  United  States,  to  be  about  9  dollars, 
ao.  Cts,  per  mufket. 

This  difference  in  the  coil  of  the  mufket  may  be  at- 
tributed to  the  price  of  the  ration  being  lefs  now  than- 
heretofore;  to  the  workmen  having  become  more  ex- 
pert •  to  the  materials  being  bought  in  larger  quanti- 
ties, coming  lower;  to  fupplics  being  more  regularly 
furnifhed;  and  generally,  to  the  improvements  in  the 
machinery  and  fyflem  for  carrying  on  the  manufactory. 

The  high  prices  offered  artificers  by  private  contrac-. 
tors  for  fmall  arms,  have  obliged  the  fuperintendant  to 
give  higher  wages  fince  thefe  contractors  have  been 
formed.  This  however,  cannot  be  long  felt  difadvan- 
tageoufly,  and  muft  operate  to  increafe  the  number  of 
workmen  {killed  in  the  bufinefs,  and  ultimately  lower 
the  price  of  wages.  At  prefent  the  average  wages  to 
workmen  at  the  Armory,  is  nearly  15  dollars  per 
month. 

The  fuperintendant  however,  expreffes  himfelf  con- 
fidently, that  the  cod  of  each  mufket  to  the  govern- 
ment in  future,  cannot  exceed  ten  dollars. 

The  progreffive  improvements  in  the  manufaclory, 
will  be  befl  evinced,  by  the  (tatement  of  the  arms  made 
in  each  year ;  and  the  following  one  of  the  number  made 
and  turned  into  the  {tore  during  certain  parts  of  the 
years  1798,  and  1799. 


In  the  month  of  September,  1798,  there  were  made 


and  delivered  to 

the  ftore- 

-keeper, 

mui 

kets, 

80 

In  O&ober, 

- 

- 

- 

80 

November 

5 

- 

- 

•  - 

150 

December, 

- 

- 

196 

In  January,   1 

799 

> 

- 

- 

2  >D 

February, 

- 

- 

- 

250 

iMarch, 

- 

- 

- 

339 

April, 

- 

- 

- 

338 

May, 

- 

- 

- 

33° 

June, 

- 

- 

- 

425 

July,  (Short,  owing  to  a  failure  in  flocks)  300 
Auguft,  -  442 

September,         -  -  442 

During  the  lad  fix  months  there  has  been  nearly  the 
fame  number  of  hands  employed,  or  between  130  and 
150.  In  October,  1798,  there  were  118  men,  and 
thefe  made  80  mufketsonly  :  In  November,  121  men, 
who  made  ^omufkets,  which  iaft  is  at  the  rate  of  near 
2 1  days  work  to  each  mufket.  The  fuperintendant 
obferves  on  this  head — that  the  men  can  now  do  double 
and  in  fome  inftances  treble  the  work  in  the  fame  time, 
and  that  a  workman  at  prefent,  makes  a  complete  mus- 
ket in  fomewhat  lefs  than  9  days;  that  he  finds,  the 
workmen  now  make  and  complete  in  every  part  17 
mufkets  per  day,  in  the  ufual  working  hours,  and  what 
is  perhaps  of  more  confequence,  that  the  work,  befides 
being  fooner,  is  much  better  done. 

Before  clofing  this  report,  it  will  be  proper  to  men- 
tion, that  cogent  confiderations  feem  to  require,  there 
fhould  be  a  power  vefted  in  the  Secretary  of  War,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Prefident,  to  vary  the  cornpen- 
fation  of  the  fuperintendants  and  mailer  armo  rcrs. 
Superintendants  in  particular,  are  fubjecled  to  expens- 
es, which  attaches  to  their  flation,  and  cannot  be  avoid- 
ed by  them. 

It  is  effential  alfo  to  notice,  that  it  would  greatly 
conduce  to  the  ruccefsand  improvement  of  our  Armo- 
ries, were5 


8 

lft.  The  workmen  while  employed  in  them,  to  be 
exempted  from  militia  fervice;  and  during  the  term  of 
their  engagement  from  civil  procefs,  for  all  debts  or 
contrafts.  2,  where  they  to  be  obliged,  by  a  fumma- 
ry  procefs,  to  fulfil  their  engagements  with  the  Armo- 
ry. 3,  were  a  fine  to  be  impofed,  upon  any  perfon 
who  fhall  withdraw  them  from  the  armory,  or  in 
whofe  fervice  they  fhall  be  found,  after  due  notice  fhall 
be  given  of  their  engagements  with  the  Armory. 

All  which  is  refpcElfully  fubmitted, 


JAMES  M'HENRY, 

Secretary  at  War, 


War-Department, 
6th  January,  1800. 


} 


MESSAGE 


FROM    THE 


Prefident  of  the  United  States, 

TRANSMITT  ING 

SUNDRY    STATEMENTS 

RELATIVE  TO  THE 

MINT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Prepared  by  the  Officers  thereof. 


8th  January    1800. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Printed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  State*. 


PHIL  AD  E  L  PHIA: 

PRINTED   BY   WAY  &   GROFF, 

No.  48,  North  Third-ftreet. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  And 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


A 


REPORT,  made  to  me,  on  the  firft  day  of 
this  month,  by  the  Dire&or  of  the  Mint,  through 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  docu- 
ments attending  it,  I  tranfmit  to  both  Houfes  of 
Congrefs  for  their  confideration. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  States, 

January  Bthy   1 800.  -  - 


TO    THE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


HE  Director  of  the  Mint  refpectfully  reports, 
that  there  has  been  coined  and  iflfued  from  the  Mint, 
from  the  firfl  day  of  January  to  the  thirty-firft  day 
of  December,  1799,  inclufive,  the  quantity  of 
213,285  dollars  in  gold  coin, — 423,515  dollars  in  di- 
ver coin,  and  9,106  dollars  and  68  cents  in  copper 
cents,  amounting  to  645,906  dollars  and  68  cents, 
or  1,365,681  pieces  of  coin,  which,  added  to  the 
former  returns,  makes  the  whole  of  the  coinage, 
fmce  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Mint,  696,530  dollars 
in  gold,  1,216,158  dollars  and  75  cents  in  filver, 
and  50,111  dollars  and  42  cents  in  copper  cents, 
making  the  amount  of  the  whole  coinage  of  the  Mint, 
1,962,800  dollars  and  17  cents,  all  which  will  more 
fully  appear  by  the  enclofed  returns  from  the  Trea- 
furer  of  the  Mint,  as  alfo  that  the  coinage  of  the  lafr. 
year  has  exceeded  that  of  any  former  year  by  100,208 
dollars  and  68  cents. 

it  is  almofl  needlefs  to  obferve,  that  the  50.000 
dollars  in  copper  coin,  required  by  the  fecorid  fection 
of  the  act  of  Congrefs,  pafTed  on  the  8th  of  May, 
1792,  being  now  completed,  it  becomes  necefiary  for 
the  Treafurer  of  the  United  States  to  comply  with 
the  provifion  of  the  faid  fection,  by  giving  the  public 
notice  therein  mentioned. 

The  Mint  has  been  regularly  fupplied  with  bullion, 
both  gold  and  filver,  fo  as  to  keep  it  in  conftant  ope- 
ration on  the  prdent  efcabiifhment  during  the  year 


paft,  excepting  two  months,  in  which  the  works 
were  totally  flopped  on  account  of  the  then  prevailing 
fever ; — and  there  is  a  rational  profpect  that  the  fup- 
ply  will  be  continued  for  the  prefent  year. 

From  the  late  arrangements  with  regard  to  fupplies 
of  copper  planchetts  for  the  coinage  of  cents,  there 
is  no  doubt  but  that  one  prefs,  equal  to  the  coinage 
of  14,000  per  day,  may  be  kept  in  continual  opera- 
tion. 

It  becomes  necefTary  for  the  Director  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Prefident  to  the  ad  of  Congrefs  for 
the  eftablifhment  of  the  temporary  and  permanent 
feat  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. — By 
the  original  inflitution  of  the  Mint,  it  was  eftablifhed 
at  the  feat  of  government — By  the  fixth  fection  of 
the  act  of  Congrefs  above  referred  to,  it  is  enacted 
"  that  all  offices  attached  to  the  feat  of  government  mail 
be  removed  to  the  permanent  feat  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  by  their  refpective  holders  on  the 
firit  day  of  December  next" — A  queftion  has  arifen 
under  this  act,  whether  the  Department  of  the  Mint 
is  included  therein  or  not — If  it  is,  without  further 
provifion  by  law,  the  Mint  muft  be  removed  with  the 
other  departments,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  that 
act — And  if  it  is  not,  many  neceffary  provifions  muft 
be  made  by  law,  applicable  to  the  Mint  being  carried 
on  at  a  diftance  from  the  feat  of  government.  The 
doubtful  confequences  of  a  removal  muft  ftrike  every 
perfon  acquainted  with  the  bufmefs  of  the  Mint,  as 
it  is  in  a  great  meafure  fupported  by  the  bullion  paf- 
fing  through  the  different  banks  of  this  city,  and  for 
want  of  which,  it  would  frequently  be  without  the 
means  of  coinage,  while  the  expenfe  would  be  nearly 
the  fame  to  the  government — The  Director  therefore 
thinks  it  his  duty,  refpectfully  to  fubmit  to  the  Prefi- 
dent, the  propriety  of  bringing  this  fubject  before 
Congrefs  in  the  early  part  of  the  feiTion  : — This  ftep 


{is  rendered  more  obvloufly  necefTary  from  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  machinery  of  the  Mint : — The  works  ought 
Ito  be  kept  in  perfect  repair,  unlefs  they  are  fo  foon  to 
pe  removed,  in  which  cafe  fome  parts,  not  worth  the 
tranfportation  to  fo  great  a  diflance,  might  be  fufFered 
(to  remain  as  they  are,  or  barely  kept  in  fuch  repair  as 
jto  anfwer  for  immediate  ufe. 

The  Director  is  forry  to  obferve,  that  the  practice  of 
jmelting  down  the  coin  of  the  United  States,  by  work- 
jmen  in  gold  and  filver,  is,  he  fears,  becoming  too 
(common,  to  the  manifeft  lofs  of  the  United  States.' — 
^As  there  are  not  any  laws  prohibiting  it,  every  one  is 
left  to  his  own  difcretion,  which,  from  the  certainty  of 
(the  ftandard,  becomes  fo  great  a  convenience,  if  not 
a  pecuniary  advantage,  as  to  render  the  prevalence  of 
jthe  practice  almoft  beyond  a  doubt,  if  not  prohibited 
jby  law. 

All  which  is  refpectfully  fubmitted  to  the  Prefident. 

ELIAS  JBOUDINOT,  Direclor. 

January  ift9   1800. 


A  STATEMENT  of  the  Denomination  and  value  of . 
Gold  Coins  iffued  from  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  ift  of  January  to  the  3 ill  of  De- 
cember,  1799,  inclufive,  viz, 

17,483  Eagles,         -       -       Dollars    174,830 l 
7,451   Half  Eagles,  -  37,255 

480  Quarter  Eagles,  -  1,200 


Dollars     213,285 


Mint  of  the  United  States, 
Treafurer's  Office,  January  \Ji,   1800. 

BENJAMIN  RUSH. 

The  Director  of  the  Mint. 


A  STATEMENT  of  the  Denomination  and  value  of 
Silver  Coins  ifiued  from  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  ift  of  January  to  the  31ft  of  De- 
cember,  1799,  inclufive,  viz. 

423,515  Dollars  -         Dollars     423,515 

Mint   of  the  United  States, 
Treafurer's  Office,  January  ift,   1800. 

BENJAMIN  RUSH. 
The  Director  of  the  Mint. 


\.  STATEMENT  of  the  Denomination  and  value  of 
Copper  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  ill  of  January  to  the  31ft  of  December, 
1799,  inclufive,  viz. 

904,585  Cents         -         -        Dols.  9,045  85 
12,167  Half  Cents  60  S$ 

Dollars,  9,106  68 


Mint  of  the  United  States, 
Treasurer's  Office,  January  iji,   1800. 

BENJAMIN  RUSH. 

?he  Director  of  the  Mint. 


Mint  of  the  United  States, 
Trea/urer's  Office,  January  ifi,   1800. 

I  CERTIFY  there  has  been  coined  at  the  Mint  of 
he  United  States,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
ftablifhment   to  the    date  hereof,  as  follows :  viz. 

Gold,         -  -  Dollars   696,530 

Silver,  -  -  -  1,216,158  75 

Copper,  -  -  5°3in  42 


Dollars,  1,962,800  17 

BENJAMIN  RUSH, 
rhe  Director  of  the  Mint. 


MESSAGE 

FROM   THE 

PRESIDENT  of  the  UNITED  STATES, 

TRANSMITTING   AN 

ORIGINAL  LETTER 


FROM 


MRS.  WASHINGTON, 

In  anfwer  to  a  Letter  from  him, 

WRITTEN     IN   PURSUANCE    OF     THE     RESOLUTION 

OF    CONGRESS,  REQUESTING   HER   ASSENT    TO 

THE    INTERMENT  OF    THE    REMAINS   OF 

GENERAL    WASHINGTON, 

IN  THE  CAPITOL, 

.      AT    THE    CITY    OF    WASHINGTON. 


8th  January,  1800. 
Referred  to  the  joint  Committee  appointed  to  prepare 
and  report  meafures  expreffive  of  the  profound  for- 
row  with  which  Congrefs  is  penetrated  on  the  death 
of  General  George  Wafhington. 


[Publijhed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentativcs'} 


E  S  S  A  G  E 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 


I: 


N  compliance  with  the  requeft  in  one  of  the  refo- 
lutions  of  Congrefs,  of  the  21ft  of  December  laft^  I 
tranfmitted  a  copy  of  thofe  refolutions  by  my  Secretary, 
Mr.  Shaw,  to  Mrs.  Washington,  affuring  her  of  the 
profound  refpect  Congrefs  will  ever  bear  to  her  per- 
fon  and  character — of  their  condolence  in  the  late  af- 
flicting difpenfation  of  Providence,  and  entreating  her 
affent  to  the  interment  of  the  remains  of  General 
George  Washington,  in  the  manner  expreffed  in 
the  firft  refolution.  As,  the  fentirrtents  of  that  virtuous 
lady,  not  lefs  beloved  by  this  nation  than  fhe  is  at  pre- 
fent  greatly  afflicted,  can  never  be  fo  well  expreffed 
as  in  her  own  words,  I  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  her  origi- 
nal letter. 

It  would  be  an  attempt  of  too  much  delicacy,  to 
make  any  comments  upon  it;  but,  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  that  the  nation  at  large,  as  well  as  all  the  branches 
of  the  government,  will  be  highly  gratified  by  any  ar- 
rangement which  may  diminifh  the  facrifice  fhe  makes 
of  her  individual  feelings. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

United   States,    1 

January  6th,  1800.    J 

g&  ■  1  ,  '«a  § g& ■=      -  *a 


Mount-Vernon,  December  31ft,  1799. 


W: 


HILE  I  feel  with  keeneft  anguifh  the  late  dif- 
penfation  of  Divine  Providence,  I  cannot  be  infenfible 
to  the  mournful  tributes  of  refpe6l  and  veneration, 
which  are  paid  to  the  memory  of  my  dear  deceafed 
hufband;  and,  as  his  beft  fervices,  and  moft  anxious 
wifhes  were  always  devoted  to  the  welfare  and  happi- 
nefs  of  his  country,  to  know  that  they  were  truly  ap- 
preciated and  gratefully  remembered,  affords  no  incon- 
fiderabie  confolation. 

Taught  by  the  great  example  which  I  have  fo  long 
had  before  me,  never  to  pppofe  my  private  wifhes  to 
the  public  will,  I  muft  content  to  the  requefl  made  by 
Congrefs,  which  you  have  had  the  goodnefs  to  trans- 
mit to  me;  and,  in  doing  this  I  need  not,  I  cannot 
fay,  what  a  facrifice  of  individual  feeling  I  ma  keto  a 
fenfe  of  public  duty. 

With    grateful     acknowledgments,  and    unfeigned 
thanks  for  the  perfonal  refpe£t,  and  evidences  of  con- 
dolence expreffed  by  Congrefs,  and  yourfelf, 
I  remain  very  refpe&fully, 
Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

MARTHA  WASHINGTON. 


MESSAGE 


FROM    THE 


Prefident  of  the  United  States, 


TRANSMITT  ING 


A       REPORT 


OF    TH  E 

Secretary  of  War, 

On  certain  meafures  which  appear  to  him  to  be  necefiary 
for  the  improvement  of  our 

MILITARY   SYSTEM. 


13//6  January,    1800. 

Referred  to  the  Committee,  appointed  on  the  9th  ultimo,  to  whom  was 

referred  fo  much  of  the  Speech  of  the  Prefident  as  relates  to 

"  a  fyftem  of  national  defence,  eommenfurate  with  our 

refources,  and  the  fituation  of  our  country." 


Printed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representati ves« 


A 


REPORT,  made  to  me,  on  the  fifth  of  this 
month,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  contains  various 
matters,  in  which  the  honour  and  fafety  of  the  na- 
tion are  deeply  interefted.  I  tranfmit  it  therefore  to 
Congrefs  and  recommend  it  to  their  ferious  confide- 
ration. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  States, 

January  ityh,    1 8 00. 


REPORT,   &c. 


HE  Secretary  of  War  refpectfully  requefts  the 
attention  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  to 
ertain  meafures  and  arrangements,  which  appear  to 
lim  to  be  indifpenfible,  to  the  improvement  of  our 
nilitary  fyftem,  and  folicits,  if  it  fhall  be  thought 
>roper,  that  the  fame  may  be  fubmitted  to  Congrefs. 

No  fentiment  is  more  juft  than  this,  that  in  propor- 
ion  as  the  circumftances  and  policy  of  a  people  are 
>ppofed  to  the  maintenance  of  a  large  military  force, 
t  is  important,  that  as  much  perfection  as  pofTible  be 
riven  to  that  which  may  at  any  time  exift. 

It  is  not  however  enough,  that  the  troops  it  may 
te  deemed  proper  to  maintain,  be  rendered  as  perfect 
its  pofTible,  in  form,  organization  and  difcipline  ;  the 
dignity,  the  character  to  be  fupported  and  the  fafety 
rf  the  country  further  require,  that  it  mould  have 
jnilitary  inftitutions  capable  of  perpetuating  the  art 
■[)f  war,  and  of  furnifhing  the  means  for  forming  a 
jiew  and  enlarged  army  fit  for  fervice,  in  the  fhorteft 
time  pofTible,  and  at  the  leaft  practicable  expenfe  to  the 
ftate. 

Let  it  not  be  prefumed  that  a  country,  however  dis- 
tantly fituated  from  other  nations,  or  favored,  by  the 
jcourage  and  genius  of  its  inhabitants,  can  neglect  with 
impunity  military  inftitutions,  or  that  it  may  fafely 
confider  all  regular  force  to  be  ufelefs,  except  when 
there  is  an  enemy  prefent  to  employ  it.  A  country 
which  acts  upon  fuch  a  maxim  will  invariably  attract 
injuries  and  enemies,  and  fooner  or  later  fink  by  in- 


ternal  difcords,  or  fee  its  noble  fpirit  broke  down,  by- 
repeated  humiliations,  and  the  whole  people  thus  pre- 
pared for  the  laft  ftage  of  national  degradation. 

If  the  farmer  would  fecure  his  flocks,  he  mud  go 
to  the  expenfe  of  fliepherds  ;  if  preferve  his  crops, 
he  mufl  enclofe  his  fields.  In  like  manner,  to  enfure 
fafety  to  the  nation,  it  is  neceflary  that  the  leading 
avenues  into  it,  be  guarded  by  troops  and  fortificati- 
ons. Before  the  invention  of  gun-powder,  the  fmal- 
lefl  villages  were  inverted  with  walls,  fo  that  a  long 
fiege  was  often  requifite  to  reduce  them.  Since  that 
epocha,  the  hiftory  of  almoft,  if  not,  every  war, 
contains  undeniable  proofs  of  the  utility  of  fortifica- 
tions, and  the  neceffity  of  difciplined  troops  to  the 
defence  of  a  country,  Would  it  be  wife  or  expedi- 
ent in  us  to  purfue  a  different  courfe,  and  fhut  our 
eyes  againfl  the  innumerable  facts  on  record  in  favor 
of  their  effentiality  ?  Are  we  without  regular  troops, 
we  may  foon  lofe  the  military  art ;  are  we  without 
engineers,  not  a  little  of  the  money  employed  on  for- 
tifications will  be  always  hazarded,  if  not  actually 
thrown  away,  and  generals  of  the  moll  confummate 
genius,  forced  to  capitulate  in  the  field,  whofe  retreat 
might  have  been  covered  by  a  fortification,  or  the 
battle  decided  in  his  favor  by  a  happily  contrived  in- 
trenchment. 

Since  however  it  feems  to  be  agreed,  that  we  are 
not  to  keep  on  foot  numerous  forces,  and  it  would  be 
impoffible  on  a  fudden  to  extend  to  every  effential 
point  our  fortifications ;  military  fcience  in  its  va- 
rious branches  ought  to  be  cultivated,  with  peculiai  ! 
care,  in  proper  nurferies ;  fo  that  a  fufficient  flock  • 
may  always  exifl,  ready  to  be  imparted  and  dirTufec  < 
to   any  extent ;  and  a  competent  number  of  perfon  ! 
be  prepared  and  qualified  to  act  as  engineers,  anc 
others  as  inftruclors  to  additional  troops,  which  event:  r 
may  fucceffively  require  to  be  raifed.     This  will  be  tc  \ 


ubftitute  the  elements  of  an  army  to  the  thing  itfelf, 
md  will  greatly  tend  to  enable  the  government  to  dif- 
>enfe  with  a  large  body  of  {landing  forces,  from  the 
acility  which  it  will  give  of  procuring  officers  and 
brming  foldiers  promptly  in  all  emergencies. 
No  found  mind,  after  a  fair  view  of  the  fubjecl, 
n  doubt  the  effentiality  of  military  fcience  in  time 
f  war,  any  more  than  the  moral  certainty,  that  the 
oft  pacific  policy,  on  the  part  of  government,  and 
e  mod  folemn  and  well  obferved  treaties,  will  not 
referve  a  country  from  being  engaged  in  war  more 
r  lefs  frequently.  To  avoid  great  evils,  we  mufl 
ither  have  a  refpe&able  force  always  ready  for  fer- 
ice,  or  the  means  of  preparing  fuch  a  force  with 
ertainty  and  expedition.  The  latter  as  moft  agreea- 
ble to  the  genius  of  our  government  and  nation,  is 
he  object  of  the  following  proportions. 

id.  A  Military  Academy. 

This  object  has  repeatedly  engaged  the  favorable 
ttention  of  the  Legiflature,  and  fome  laws  towards 
ts  confummation  have  been  paffed.  .  Thefe  however 
>eing  yet  inadequate  to  afford  the  requifite  inftru&ion 
o  officers  and  others,  in  "  the  principles  of  war,  the 
xercifes  it  requires,  and  the  fciences  upon  which  they 
re  founded/ '  the  adoption  of  a  more  perfect  plan  is 
onceived  to  be  indifpenfible  for  thefe  purpofes. 
With  this  view  the  following  plan  is  refpec~tfully  fug- 
;efted — formed  upon  thofe  of  inftitutions  of  a  fimilar 
lature,  from  which  the  nations  who  have  founded 
hem,  derive  the  moft  decided  advantages. 

It  is  propofed,  that  this  Academy  fhall  confift  of 
bur  fchools.  One  to  be  called  "  The  Fundamental 
School."  Another,  "  The  School  of  Engineers  and 
Artillerifts."  Another,  "  The  School  of  Cavalry  and 
infantry."     And  a  fourth,    "    The  School  of  the 


Navy" — and  be  provided  with  the  following  officers, 
profeflbrs  and  teachers : 

A  Director  General  to  fuperintend  the  three  firft 

fchools. 
A  Director  of  the  Fundamental  School. 
A  Director  of  the  School  of  Engineers  and  Artille- 

rifts. 
A  Director  of  the  School  of  Cavalry  and  Infantry. 
A  Director  of  the  School  of  the  Navy. 
Six  profeflbrs  of  mathematics. 
Four  profeflbrs  of  geography  and  natural  philofo- 

phy. 
Two  profeflbrs  of  chemiflry,  including  mineralogy. 
Three  architects. 

Four  defigning  and  drawing  mailers. 
One  riding  mailer. 
One  fencing    mailer to  be    thus    diilributed 

among  the  feveral  fchools : 

To  the  Fundamental  School. 

One  director. 

Four  profeflbrs  of  mathematics. 

Two  profeflbrs  of  geography  and  natural  philofo- 

phy' 
One  defigning  and  drawing  mailer. 

One  profeflbr  of  chemiflry. 

To  the  School  of  Engineers  and  Ar tiller ifts.- 

One  director. 

Two  profeflbrs  of  mathematics. 

Two  profeflbrs  of  geography  and  natural  philofophy. 

One  profeflbr  of  chemiflry. 

Two  architects. 

Three  defigning  and  drawing  mailers. 


To  the  School  of  Cavalry  and  Infantry. 

A  director. 

A  riding  mailer. 

A  fencing  mailer. 

To  the  School  of  the  Navy. 

A  director. 

A  profeffor  of  mathematics. 

A  profeffor  of  geography  and  natural  philofophy- 

An  architect. 

One  defigning  and  drawing  mailer. 

The  Fundamental  School  is  defigned  to  form  engi* 
neers,  (including  geographical  engineers),  miners  and 
officers  for  the  artillery,  cavalry,  infantry  and  navy, 
confequently  in  this  fchool  are  to  be  taught  ail  the  fci- 
ences  neceffary  to  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  differ- 
ent branches  of  the  military  art. 

The  School  of  Enginers  and  Artillerifls  to  teach 
thofe  admitted  therein,  and  appointed  or  defigned  for 
engineers,  the  application  of  the  theoretic  knowledge 
which  they  had  acquired  in  the  Fundamental  School,  to 
the  conflrucHon  of  all  forts  .of  fortifications  and  mi- 
litary buildings  appertaining  thereto,  to  mines  and 
counter-mines,  fieges,  attack  and  defence,  to  minera- 
logy, to  the  art  of  projecting  and  conflructing  bridges, 
roads,  canals  and  maritime  ports,  and  all  works  rela- 
tive thereto,  to  all  geographic  and  topographic  opera- 
tions, the  calculations  relative  to  the  fame,  to  defign- 
ing and  drawing  charts,  &c. 

To  thofe  appointed  or  defigned  for  the  artillery 
fervice,  the  application  of  the'  theoretic  knowledge, 
acquired  in  the  Fundamental  School,  to  the  conflruc- 
tion of  gun-carriages,  pontoons,  the  fabrication  of 
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cannon  and  fire-arms,  and  to  all  the  manoeuvres  of 
war  which  depend  upon  artillery. 

The  School  of  Cavalry  and  Infantry,  to  teach  thofe 
admitted  therein  and  appointed  to  or  deftined  for  the 
cavalry,  the  tactics,  exercife  and  police  of  cavalry; 
thofe  for  the  infantry,  the  tactics  of  infantry,  and  all 
that  concerns  the  police  of  an  army  in  the  field  and 
in  quarters. 

The  School  of  the  Navy  to  teach  thofe  appointed  to 
or  deftined  for  this  fervice,  the  application  of  the 
knowledge  acquired  in  the  Fundamental  School,  in 
arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  ftatics,  and  navigation. 
To  this  end,  after  having  paft  examination,  they  mall 
make  voyages  or  cruizes,  under  fkilful  officers,  for  cer- 
tain periods,  during  which  time  they  ought  to  be  ex- 
ercifed  in  the  manoeuvres  and  obfervations  molt  ufe- 
ful  in  fervice,  and  be  inftru&ed  in  whatever  refpects 
rigging  of  vefTefs  of  war,  pilotage,  and  the  manage- 
ment of  cannon. 

Functions  of  the  Principal  Officers, 

The  Director  General  to  have  the  general  fuperin- 
tendance  of  the  military  fchools,  particularly  of  the 
Fundamental  School ;  to  occupy  himfelf  inceffantly 
with  the  means  of  attaining  the  end  of  the  inflitution, 
which  is  the  greateft  poffible  inftruction  to  the  pupils. 

He  will  inform  himfelf  of  their  progrefs  in  the  ftu- 
dies  relative  to  the  fervice  to  which  they  are  deftined, 
and  collect  all  the  facts  proper  to  be  laid  before  the 
Prefident,  to  enable  him  to  form  an  opinion  of  the 
fitnefs  of  any  individual  who  has  not  had  one,  for  an 
appointment,  or  in  cafe  he  has,  to  judge  how,  and 
where,  his  talents  can  upon  occafion  be  moft  benefi- 
cially employed. 

He  will  attend  particularly  to  the  exe:ution  of 
whatever  refpects  the  adrniffion  of -pupils,  their  trans- 
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fer  from  the  fchool  of  theory  into  that  of  practice, 
their  paffage  from  one  clafs  or  dhdfion  in  the  fame 
fchool  to  another,  and  the  examinations  which  they 
ought  reflectively  to  undergo. 

He  will  propofe  a  lift  of  the  officers  of  the  army 
proper  to  be  received  into  the  fchools,  and  will  furnifh 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  information  from  time  to 
time  relative  to  their  progrefs,  conduct  and  capacity 
to  fill  ftations,  to  which  their  genius  and  knowledge 
may  particularly  point. 

He  will  give  fuch  certificates  to  the  officers,  cadets 
or  pupils,  as  they  fhall  have  merited. 

The  Directors  of  each  of  the  military  fchools  will 
receive  from  the  Director  General,  inftructions  detail- 
ing their  functions  and  powers ;  to  him  they  will 
make  their  reports. 

With  refpect  to  the  School  of  the  Navy,  the  Di- 
rector thereof  will  receive  his  inftruclions  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  Director  General  and  the  other  directors  to  be 
officers  of  the  army  or  navy,  according  as  the  ftudies 
and  exercifes  of  the  particular  fchool  mail  be  moft  in- 
timately connected  with  either  fervice. 

Thefe  fchools  to  be  provided  with  proper  apparatus 
and  inftruments  for  philofophical  and  chemical  expe- 
riments, for  aftronomical  and  nautical  obfervations, 
•for  furyeying  and  fuch  other  proceffes  as  are  requifite 
to  the  feveral  topics  and  branches  of  inftruction. 

The  fcite  of  the  Schools  of  Engineers  and  Artillerifts 
and  of  the  Navy,  ought  to  be  on  navigable  water.  For 
this  purpofe  a  piece  of  ground  ought  to  be  purchafed 
fufficient  for  experiments  in  tactics,  gunnery  and  for- 
tification. The  fituation  upon  a  navigable  w7ater  is 
"alfo  requifite  to  admit  of  fpecimens  of  naval  conftruc- 
tion  and  naval  exercifes. 

It  would  alfo  tend  greatly  to  the  perfection  of  the 
plan,  if  the  Academy  of  Artillerifts  and  Engineers 
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was  fituated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  foundaries  of 
cannon  and  manufactories  of  fmall  arms. 

Barracks  and  other  proper  buildings  muft  be  erect- 
ed for  the  accommodation  of  the  directors,  profefTors 
and  ftudents,  and  for  the  laboratories  and  other  works, 
to  be  carried  on  at  the  refpective  fchools. 

The  cadets  of  the  army,  and  a  certain  number  of 
young  perfons  deftined  for  military  and  naval  fervice, 
Ought  to  ftudy  at  leaft  two  years  in  the  Fundamental 
School — And  if  deftined  for  the  corps  of  engineers 
or  artillerifts,  or  for  the  navy,  two  years  more  in  the 
appropriate  fchool.  If  for  the  cavalry  or  infantry, 
one  year  more  in  the  appropriate  fchool.  But  perfons 
who  by  previous  inftruction  elfewhere  may  have  be- 
come acquainted  with  fome  or  all  of  the  branches 
taught  in  the  Fundamental  School,  may  after  due  ex- 
amination by  the  directors  and  profetTors  of  that  fchool, 
be  either  received  there  for  a  fhorter  term,  or  pafs  im- 
mediately to  one  or  other  of  the  fchools  of  practice, 
according  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  acquire- 
ments and  intended  deftination. 

In  addition  to  thefe,  detachments  of  officers  and 
non-commimcned  officers  of  the  army  ought  to  attend 
one  or  other  of  the  fchools  in  rotation,  for  the  purpofes 
of  inftruction  and  exercife,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  corps  to  which  they  refpectively  belong. 

It  may  be  noticed  alfo  in  this  place,  that  it  would 
be  a  wife  addition  if  government  would  authorize 
fuch  a  number  of  fergeants,  fupernumerary  to  thofe 
belonging  to  the  regiments  on  the  eftablifhment,  as 
would  fuffice  with  them  for  an  army  of  fifty  thoufand 
men.  All  the  fupernumeraries  to  receive,  according 
to  their  capacities,  inftruction  at  the  Academy,  and; 
occafionally  fent  to  do  duty  with  the  army. 

This  outline  of  a  Military  Academy,  which  is  con- 
formable to  that  of  fimilar  inftitutions  in  other  coun- 
tries, particularly  in  France,  is  not  meant  to  imply : 
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by  thing  cbnclufrve.  The  plan  may  be  modified, 
perhaps,  to  advantage.  At  all  events  it  ought  to  be 
eft  with  the  Prefident  to  proportion  the  number  of 
:adets  and  others  to  be  admitted  into  the  fchools,  and 
:o  prefcribe  definitively,  relative  to  the  requisites  to 
entitle  to  admiflion,  the  periods  of  noviciate,  trans- 
fers from  the  fchools  to  particular  corps,  and  what- 
ever refpecls  organization,  regulations  and  police. 

And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  though 
3rovifion  mould  be  made  by  law  for  the  propoied 
eftablifhment  in  its  full  latitude,  yet  it  may  be  left  hi 
:he  difcretion  of  the  Prefident  to  appoint  fo  m^y  of 
:he  profeflbrs  and  mafters  only,  as  experience  hiall 
hew  to  be  neceflary. 

Will  it  be  thought  fuperfluous  t'o  remark,  rel^ivfe 
to  the  utility  of  this  infiitution,  that  it  is  from  thfe 
nilitary  fchools  of  France  have  ifiued  thofe  generals 
ind  other  officers,  whofe  fkill  and  recent  atchiev^- 
nents  in  war  have  rendered  them  fubjech  for  military 
liftory,  and  enabled  the  prefent  governors  of  that 
lation  fu cceffi vely  and  almofl  inflantaneoufly  to  form 
mmenfe  difciplined  armies. 

Is  it  not  greatly  defirable  to  be  fo  provided  and 
>repared  for  all  emergencies  ? 

An  enemy  who  meditates  invafion,  will  naturally 
examine  what  he  will  have  to  encounter  before  he 
jindertakes  it.  Acting  with  common  prudence,  he  muft: 
roportion  his  military  preparations  to  the  obftacles  in 
brtifications  and  difpofable  force  they  will  have  to  over- 
ome,  and  which  may  be  fo  ftationed  and  improved 
lis  to  require  from  him  an  army  and  apparatus  expen- 
sive beyond  his  refources  to  fupport.  Our  country, 
)y  a  fkilful  application  of  very  moderate  means,  may 
hus  avert  from  its  bofom  the  mod  expenfive  and  ca- 
lamitous wars. 

In  treating  upon  fuch  an  infiitution,  it  was  encou- 
raging -to  reflect,  that  happily  k  coincided  with  your 
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tmiform  wifh  to  fee  our  country -placed  in  a  fituation 
which  would  entitle  the  jufl  maxims  of  its  policy  to 
be  refpected,  and  enable  it  to  meet  any  adverfe  acci- 
dents it  may  be  referved  to  encounter. 

The  meafure  propofed  has  alfo  the  high  fanclion 
of  our  late  venerated  Prefident,  whofe  talents  and 
fervices  were  devoted,  not  to  produce  perfonal  refults, 
but  to  render  a  whole  people  great,  flourifhing  and 
happy. 

"  The  inftitution  of  a  Military  Academy,"  this 
great  man  obferves,  in  his  lafl  impremve  fpeech,  "  is 
alfo  recommended  by  cogent  reafons.  However  pa- 
cific the  general  policy  of  a  nation  may  be,  it  ought 
never  to  be  without  an  adequate  flock  of  military 
knowledge  for  emergencies.  The  firfl  would  impair 
the  energy  of  its  character  ;  and  both  would  hazard 
its  fafety,  or  expofe  it  to  greater  evils  when  war  could 
not  be  avoided.  Befides  that  war  might  often  not 
depend  upon  its  own  choice.  In  proportion  as  the 
obfervance  of  pacific  maxims  might  exempt  a  nation 
from  the  necemty  of  pra&ifing  the  rules  of  the  mili- 
tary art,  ought  to  be  its  care  in  preferving  and  tranf- 1 
mitting,  by  proper  eftablifhments,  the  knowledge  of 
that  art.  Whatever  argument  may  be  drawn  from 
particular  examples,  fuperficially  viewed,  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  fubject  will  evince,  that  the  art; 
of  war  is  at  once  comprehenfive  and  complicated ; 
that  it  demands  much  previous  ftudy ;  and  that  the 
pofTeflion  of  it,  in  its  mod  improved  and  perfect  ftate, 
is  always  of  great  moment  to  the  fecurity  of  a  nation. 
This,  therefore,  ought  to  be  a  ferious  care  of  every 
government ;  and  for  this  purpofe,  an  Academy, 
where  a  regular  courfe  of  inftruction  is  given,  is  an 
obvious  expedient,  which  different  nations  have  fuc- 
cefsfully  employed." 

Will  not  the  patriotifm  and  good  fenfe  of  our  coun- 
try readily  confent  to  found  an  inftitution,  at  a  mode- 
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(rate  expenfe,  recommended  by  fuch  authorities,  and 
which  mud  produce  the  happieft  effects  ?  And  yet,  it 
pucrht  not  to  excite  furprize,  if  in  a  feafon  of  pro- 
found peace,  the  minds  of  the  generality  of  a  peopls, 
Dartaking  of  the  public  calm,  mould  become  inatten- 
ive  to  the  florm  that  may  be  collecting  at  a  diflance. 
Are  we  in  the  midft  of  that  profound  calm,  and  can 
:he  eye  perceive  no  cloud  in  the  horizon  ?  But  were 
:he  heavens  without  one  threatening  fpot,  and  peace 
aniverfal  on  earth,  ought  the  watchmen  of  a  nation 
^ruft  to  fuch  evanefcent  and  deceptive  appearances  ? 
And  will  not  an  intelligent  people,  inftru&ed  by  the 
pifdom  of  ages,  and  having  every  reafon  to  confide 
in  thofe  to  whom  they  have  afligned  the  direction  of 
their  affairs,  gladly  fee  eftablifhments  arife,  and  ar- 
rangements made,  which  fhall  render  the  thunder 
harmlefs  when  it  fhall  burft  over  their  heads?  In 
fuch  conjunctures  (and  fuch  mufl  happen  to  the 
United  States)  corps  of  weli-inftructed  officers  and 
troops  are  to  a  country,  what  anchors  are  to  a  fhip, 
driven  by  a  tempefl  towards  a  rocky  more. 

2d.  A  Modification  of  the  two  Regiments  of  Artille- 
rifts  and  Engineers ',  fo  as  to  create \  ivjiead  thereof  one 
Kegi?nent  of  Foot -ar  tiller  ifils,  another  of  Horfe-ariille- 
rjfts,  and  a  third  of  Engineers. 

It  is  conceived  that  the  entire  union  of  the  officers 
pf  artillerifls  and  engineers  in  one  corps,  as  in  our 
prefent  eftablifhment,  is  not  advifable.  The  art  of 
Fortification,  and  the  fervice  of  artillery,  though 
pouching  each  ether  in  many  points,  are,  in  the  main, 
jiiftinct  branches,  and  each  fo  comprehenfive,  that 
their  feparation  is  eflential  to  perfection  in  either.  This 
has  been  afcertained  by  long  experience.  Among  the 
powers  of  Europe,  there  is  not  one  recollected,  which 
at  the  prefent  day  is  not  confeious  of  this  truth.   When 
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any  of  them  have  attempted  to  unite  thefe  corps,  the 
difad vantages  which  refulted  were  foon  felt  to  be  fo 
momentous,  as  to  produce  convi&ion  that  each  re? 
quired  a  feparate  organization.  Such  an  union  wa$ 
once  attempted  in  France. 

According  to  an  ordinance  of  the  8th  of  Decern-* 
ber,  1755,  the  artillery  and  engineer  corps  of  that 
nation,  which  had  been  feparate,  were  combined  intp 
one.  The  experiment  however  was  of  fhort  duration, 
In  1758,  the  engineer  corps  was  disjoined  from  the 
corps  of  artillery,  and  called  as  before  the  corps  of 
engineers,  fince  which  time  thefe  corps  have  remained 
feparate. 

The  two  regiments  of  artillerifts  and  engineers  con* 
fid  of  the  following  officers,  non-eommiflioned  offi* 
cers  and  privates  ;  each  of,  viz* 

1  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant. 

4  Majors. 

1  Adjutant,  } 

1  Quarter  Matter,    >  Each  being  a  Lieutenant. 

1  Paymafter,  ) 

1  Surgeon. 

2  Surgeons'  Mates. 
16  Captains. 

32  Lieutenants,  befides  the  3  above  mentionec 
32  Cadets. 

4  Sergeant  Majors. 
4  Quarter  Mafter  Sergeants. 
64  Sergeants. 
64  Corporals. 

1  Chief  Mufician. 
10  Muficians. 
128  Artificers. 
768  Privates. 
Let  the  regiments  of  foot-artillerifls  and  horfe-ar- 
tillerifls,  confift  each  as  follows,  viz. 
1  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant. 
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3  Majors. 

i  Adjutant,  ^ 

i  Quarter  Mafter,    >  Each  being  a  Lieutenant. 

i  Pay  mafter,  j 

i  Surgeon. 

2  Surgeons'  Mates. 
12  Captains. 

24  Lieutenants,  befides  the  3  above  mentioned. 
24  Cadets. 

3  Sergeant  Majors. 

3  Quarter  Mafter  Sergeants. 
48  Sergeants. 
48  Corporals. 

1  Chief  Mufician. 
12  Muficians. 
780  Privates  including  Artificers. 

The  artificers  forming  a  part  of  each  company  in 
he  regiments  as  they  now  exift,  to  form  two  com- 
>anies  of  miners,  and  two  companies  of  artificers  to 
>e  arranged  as  will  be  hereafter  noticed. 

It  is  affo  propofed.  Firft — In  the  event  of  a  war, 
hat  thefe  two  regiments  mall  be  augmented  to  the 
jompliment  of  officers  and  men  compofing  the  exift- 
bg  regiments  of  artillerifts  and  engineers.  Second — » 
J7hat  the  regiment  of  horfe-artillerifts  fhall  perform 
iheir  fervice  on  horfe-back  during  war  only.  Third — 
Fhat  provifion  be  made  to  enable  the  Prefident  of  the 
Dnited  States,  in  cafe  war  lhall  break  out  between 
he  United  States  and  a  foreign  European  power,  or 
n  cafe  imminent  danger  of  invafion  of  their  territory, 
by  any  fuch  power  fhall,  in  his  opinion,  be  difcovered 
!o  exift,  to  organize  and  caufe  to  be  organized  two 
additional  regiments  of  horfe-artillery.  Fourth — 
that  the  officers  which  fhall  become  fupernumerary, 
)y  the  aforefaid  organization,  fhall,  at  the  difcretion 
)f  the  Prefident,  be  transferred  to  fill  vacancies  in 
other  regiments  on  the  eftablifhment,  correfponding 
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with  their  grades ;  or  be  retained  to  fill  appropriate 
vacancies  which  fhall  happen  in  their  refpective  regi- 
ments, by  deaths,  resignations,  &x. 

In  addition  to  the  ceconomical  effect  of  the  latter 
arrangement,  it  may  be  mentioned,  that  the  officers 
to  one  whole  battalion  of  the  fecond  regiment  of  ar- 
tilleries and  engineers  have  not  yet  been  appointed. 

Trie  regiment  of  engineers  confiding  entirely  of 
officers,  if  we  exclude  the  companies  of  miners,  it 
remains  to  fpeak  of  its  organization. 

Let  it  confifl  of,  viz. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonels,  one  firfl  and  one  fecond 
as  already  provided  by  law. 

3  Majors. 
12  Captains. 

24  Firil  Lieutenants. 
•  24  Second  Lieutenants. 

24  Cadets. 

The  companies  of  miners  and  their  labours  to  be 
under  the  direction  and  immediate  command  of  offi- 
cers of  this  corps,  and  to  make  a  part  thereof. 

It  will  be  perceived  and  it  is  obferved  with  regret, 
that  the  engineer  regiment  cannot  be  immediately 
formed,  by  the  mere  act  of  transferring  into  it,  offi- 
cers from  any  of  the  exifting  regiments.  In  order  to : 
anfwer  its  high  destination,  it  muft  be  filled  flowly 
and  under  the  exercife  of  great  caution  and  refponfi- 
bility. 

For  this  purpofe,  Selections  may  be  made  from 
among  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  others  who  fhall 
have  paiSed  through  the  military  fchools,  and  pre- 
scribed examinations,  and  obtain  certificates  of  their 
poSTeffing  the  requisite  knowledge  and  qualifications. 

It  may  alfo  be  permitted,  in  caSes  of  uncommon 
urgency,  requiring  the  completion  of  the  corps,  to 
chufe  officers  among  our  citizens  whofe  profeSlions  or 
functions  are  moft  analagous  to  thofe  of  engineers, 
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after  an  examination,  made  by  a  fpecial  comrniffion 
named  by  the  Prdident. 

But  let  it  be  remembered  that  this  corps  is  too 
effential  to  the  fucceis  of  military  operations,  to  be 
hurried  in  its  formation  or  compofed  of  other  than 
perfons  qualified  to  difcharge  its  high  and  important 
functions.  Is  authority  necefiary  to  fupport  this  truth  ? 
A  general  of  the  firit  reputation,  as  a  commander, 
obferves  on  this  fubject,  in  fpeakirg  to  his  govern- 
ment of  an  officer  who  had  been  killed  in  action, 

He  was  the  bed  officer  of  engineers,  a  body  on 
which  fo  much  of  the  fuccefs  of  campaigns  and  the 
fate  of  a  country  depend,  and  where  the  leaft  fault 
may  be  attended  with  the  mofl  fatal  confequences." 

The  horfe-artillery  being  a  fubject  that  cannot  fail 
to  attract  attention,  it  will  not,  it  is  conceived,  be 
deemed  fuperfiuous  to  fubmit  a  few  obfervations  and 
facts  relative  to  its  ftructure,  advantages  and  impor- 
tance. 

The  Pruffians  were  the  firfl  who  employed  horfe- 
artillery,  invented  by  the  great  Frederick,  at  a  time 
when  the  league  which  was  formed  againft  him,  cal- 
led upon  his  genius  to  multiply  his  refources.  It  was 
then,  that  the  fame  army,  tranfported  with  a  celerity 
and  precifion  till  then  unknown  in  war,  was  feen 
to  triumph  againft  fuperior  forces  during  the  fame 
campaign,  upon  oppoiite  frontiers,  to  the  eaft  and 
the  welt  of  his  flates.  It  was  then  were  feen  horfe- 
artillery  accompanying  ftrong  advanced  bodies  of 
cavalry  without  embarraffing  or  retarding  their  rapid 
inarches  and  evolutions. 

Horfe-artillery  was  introduced  into  the  Avjirlan 
army,  during  the  reign  of  Jofeph  II,  but  it  was  not 
made  a  principal  object,  and  remained  in  a  ft  ate  of 
imperfection.  The  cannoneers  were  tranfported  upon 
the  ridges  of  covered  caiffons,  fluffed,  in  the  attitude 
of  men  on  horfe-back.  Thefe  carriages  were  called 
Wurft-Wagen. 
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Some  attempts  were  made  in  France  to  introduce 
the  horfe-artillery  before  the  revolution  there ;  the 
fubject  however  was  not  well  underftood ;  the  gene- 
ral officers,  who  were  prefent  at  the  attempts,  pro- 
pofed  to  place  the  cannoneers,  like  the  Aiiftrians^  on 
Wurfts. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Dupdrtail,  Minifter  of  War,  autho- 
rized the  Commandant  of  the  divifion  of  Metz,  to 
form  two  companies  of  horfe-artillery  :  the  fuccefs  of 
this  experiment  was  decifive  and  anfwerable  to  the 
Minifler's  expectations.  The  officers  and  men  were 
in  a  few  weeks  in  a  condition  to  manoeuvre  with  light 
troops. 

In  1792,  Mr.  Narbonne,  who  fucceeded  to  Mr. 
Duportail,  compofed  a  committee  of  the  mofl  en- 
lightened officers  of  the  army,  to  examine  and  decide 
upon  the  means  of  improving  and  extending  in  the 
French  army  the  ufe  of  horfe-artillery. 

As  no  better  idea  can  be  given  of  this  new  military 
arm,  than  what  is  reported  of  the  refult  of  this  con- 
ference, the  Secretary  takes  the  liberty  to  introduce  it. 

Thefe  officers  refolved  as  fundamental  points — 

1.  That  a  numerous  horfe-artillery  well  ferved, 
and  kept  complete  in  cannoneers  and  horfes,  was  the 
moil  certain  mean  to  protect  the  evolutions  of  troops 
indifferently  injlriicled^  to  fupport  their  attack  with 
bayonets,  and  to  render  null,  by  pofitions  feafonably 
taken  and  with  celerity,  the  advantage  which  troops 
better  difciplined  might  confidently  promife  themfelves 
from  fuperiority  in  manoeuvres. 

2.  That  with  refpect  to  the  employment  of  this 
arm,  the  rules  of  fervice,  inftruction,  &c.  the  horfe- 
artillery  ought  to  differ  from  the  field-artillery  only, 
in  having  its  pieces  fo  managed,  as  to  be  drawn  with 
the  utmofl  celerity  wherever  they  can  produce  the 
greatefl  effect,  and  in  the  cannoneers,  being  able  to 
follow  their  guns,  and  commence  action  as  foon  as. 
they  are  placed. 
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3.  That  to  fulfil  this  object,  it  is  more  convenient 
to  have  the  cannoneers  all  mounted  on  horfes,  than  a 
part  of  them  on  wurjis,  becaufe  on  horfes  they  are 
lefs  fubjedt  to  accidents,  their  movement  more  rapid, 
their  retreat  more  fecure,  and  the  replacing  of  horfes 
eafy. 

4.  That  without  excluding  any  caliber,  it  appears, 
pieces  carrying  balls  of  eight  and  twelve  pounds,  and 
howitzers,  may  be  mofh  advantageoufly  employed. 

5.  That  it  is  unneceffary  to  difcipline  a  horfe-artille- 
rift  in  the  manoeuvres  of  cavalry  ;  that  this  would  be 
a  departure,  without  utility,  from  the  principal  ob- 
ject ;  that  it  is  enough  for  him  to  know  to  fit  firm  on 
his  horfe,  to  mount  and  defcend  quickly  and  conduct 
him  boldly ;  that  it  is  not  requifite  to  oblige  him  to 
preferve  any  order  in  following  his  piece,  leaving  it  to 
his  intelligence  to  learn  if  he  chufes  to  execute  the 
manoeuvres  of  cavalry. 

6.  That  the  manoeuvre,  a  la  prolonge  ought  to  be 
employed  in  every  cafe,  in  which  it  is  practicable  to 
ufe  it.  That  the  horfes  remaining  attached  while  the 
pieces  are  firing,  one  gains  thereby  all  the  time  which 
would  be  loll  in  removing  or  replacing  the  avant4rain9 
and  thus  one  may  pafs  foffes  and  rivers  with  the  ut- 
moft  celerity,  and  profit  of  pofitions. 

7.  That  in  order  to  form  at  once  a  requifite  num- 
ber of  companies  of  horfe-artillery,  without  weaken- 
ing the  artillery  regiments,  it  is  fufficient  to  employ 
for  every  piece  two  fkilful  cannoneers,  and  to  draw 
upon  the  infantry  for  the  reft. 

On  thefe  principles  the  French  have  organized  an 
eftablifhment  in  their  armies,  from  which  they  have 
derived  the  moft  important  advantages  in  moft,  if  not 
all  their  campaigns. 

The  decifive  agency  of  horfe-artillery,  in  offenfive 
war,  was  manifefted  in  the  invafion  of  Belgium,  by 
General  Dumouriez,  at  the  end  of  his  campaign  in 
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I792*  The  affair  of  Waterlo  is  equally  in  point,  as 
to  its  fuperiority  in  defenfive  operations, 

Whilfl  General  Pichegru  commanded  the  army  of 
Flanders,  four  thoufand  cavalry,  manoeuvring  with 
his  horfe-artillery,  fuflained  the  immenfe  effort  of  an 
army  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  fupporting  an  artillery 
chiefly  of  a  different  kind,  of  at  leaft  triple  the  force 
of  that  oppofed  to  it. 

Buonaparte,  at  the  battle  of  Cajllglione,  after  raifing 
the  fiege  of  Mantua,  having  re-affembled  feveral  di- 
vifions  of  his  horfe-artillery  in  a  well  chofen  pofition, 
under  General  Do?nartin,  broke,  by  their  means,  the 
Auflrian  line,  and  thus  decided  a  victory  upon  which 
depended  the  moft  important  confequences  in  his 
favor. 

It  is  alfo  certain  that  the  horfe-artillery  contributed 
not  a  little  to  gain  the  battle  of  Ettingen,  where  Ge- 
neral Moreau,  very  inferior  in  cavalry,  maintained, 
by  its  means,  his  left  wing  againft  the  whole  cavalry 
of  the  Arch  Duke.  The  application  of  the  horfe- 
artillery  procured  to  General  Hoche,  upon  the  Rhine, 
in  the  affair  of  Neuvied,  like  fuccefs. 

The  Arch  Duke  Charles,  inftructed  by  fuch  events, 
has  greatly  augmented  and  improved  this  arm  of  the 
Auflrian  army.  The  Englifh  alfo  have  lately  intro- 
duced horfe-artillery  into  their  fervice,  but  it  is  fup- 
pofed  too  fparingly  to  derive  therefrom  its  full  effect. 

Can  an  agent  fo  fuperior  in  all  offenfive  and  defen- 
five operations,  and  fo  vaflly  important  from  its  na- 
ture, as  well  as  the  ufe  made  of  it  by  other  nations, 
be  difpenfed  with  in  the  compofition  of  our  army  or 
neglected  with  impunity  ? 

The  author  of  a  recent  work,  entitled,  "  Precis  des 
evenements  militaires,"  publifhed  in  numbers  at  Ham- 
burg, from  which  moft  of  the  aforefaid  facts  refpect- 
ing  this  powerful  military  agent  have  been  taken,  ob- 
ferves,  "  that  it  is  become  indifpenfible  in  all  armies  : 
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*  it  can  accompany  almofl  every  where  cavalry :  it 
"  crofles  rivers  and  morafTes  impaflable  to  foot  artil- 
"  lery :  it  thunders  in  mafs  and  with  great  rapidity 
"  upon  an  unexpected  point  of  attack,  turns  a  body 
w  of  the  enemy,  takes  him  in  flank  or  rear  :  can  per- 
"  form  the  fervice  of  advance  polls :  of  artillery  of 
"  pofition  :  of  the  rear  guard,  and  in  fine,  that  of  a 
"  corps  of  referve  from  which  detachments  may  be 
<c  made  as  wanted  :  it  is  free  from  the  inconvenience 
"  afcribed  to  foot-artillery,  of  retarding  and  rellrain- 
"  ing  the  manoeuvres  and  marches  of  troops :  the 
"  French  have  therefore  already  confined  the  ufe  of 
"  foot-artillery  to  the  fervice  of  fieges,  with  the  ex- 
"  ception  of  four  pounders,  which  they  have  yet  left 
u  attached  to  battalions." 

Horfe-artillery  would  feem  to  be  peculiarly  recom- 
mended to  the  United  States  by  the  reflection,  that 
all  attacks  on  the  fea-board  mud  be  made  by  an  ene- 
my, water-borne  from  a  diftant  country,  who  will 
confequently  be  ill  provided  with  horfes ;  whereas  the 
United  States  having  a  knowledge  of  this  agent,  and 
reforting  to  their  refources  in  horfes,  might  be  able 
to  oppofe  a  horfe-artillery  fo  fuperior,  and  fo  promptly, 
as  to  give  decided  advantages  in  attack  or  defence, 
and  relieve  their  territory  from  being  ravaged  or  lone* 
poiTeiTed  in  any  part  of  it.  If  the  United  States  (hail 
prevent  an  enemy  from  procuring  the  horfes  of  the 
country,  and  (hall  maintain  a  fuperiority  in  this  forci- 
ble arm,  they  will  have  little  to  fear  from  invaders 
however  powerful  in  infantry. 

The  two  regiments  of  artillerifls  and  engineers,  as 
they  now  (land  on  the  eftablifhment,  coft  the  United 
States,  four  hundred  and  twenty-feven  thoufand,  five 
hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars  and  eighty  cents  an- 
nually. There  will  refult  from  the  propofed  arrange- 
ment of  thefe  regiments,  as  will  appear  by  fchedule 
A,  a  difference  in  time  of  peace  of  twenty  thoufand 
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nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  thirty  cents 
annually,  which  fum  may  be  applied  to  the  expenfes 
of  the  military  academy. 

When  the  preceding  propofitions  are  refpectfully 
fubmitted,  as  eflential  to  the  improvement  of  our  mili- 
tary eftablifhment,  it  would  be  improper  to  overlook 
fuch  other  meafures  as  may  occur,  and  it  is  believed, 
would  conduce  to  perfect  our  preparations,  for  fecur- 
ing  our  rights. 

The  importance  of  the  volunteer  aflbciations  or 
companies,  which  may  be  accepted  under  "  An  acl: 
authorizing  the  Prefident  to  raife  a  provifional  army," 
palTed  the  28th  May,  1798,  has  heretofore  been  pre- 
fented  by  the  Secretary.  They  may  be  confidered  as 
a  referve  body,  from  which  prompt  and  efficient  re- 
inforcements can  be  drawn,  to  our  regular  army,  and 
as  rallying  and  fupporting  points,  when  completely 
organized  into  regiments,  brigades  and  divifions,  for 
the  militia  in  all  cafes  of  great  and  comprehenfive 
urgency  or  danger. 

A  revifion  of  the  law  refpe&ing  thefe  valuable  aflb- 
ciations, is  earneftly  recommended.  No  other  force 
being  fo  ceconomical,  will  it  not  be  proper,  in  order 
to  derive  full  and  permanent  utility  from  the  volun- 
teer companies  in  all  hazardous  conjunctures,  that  the 
power  of  the  Prefident  to  accept  their  patriotic  offers 
of  fervice  fhould  no  longer  be  confined  to  a  limited 
period,  and  that  the  duration  only  of  their  engage- 
ments, after  acceptance,  mould  be  defined  by  law? 
Can  a  time,  be  fairly  prefumed  to  arrive,  when  we 
can  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  either  foreign  or 
domeftic  enemies  ? 

An  omiflion  in  the  law  to  provide  the  fame  com- 
penfation  to  the  volunteer  cavalry,  for  the  ufe  of 
their  horfes,  that  is  allowed  to  militia  cavalry,  when 
in  actual  fervice,  has  been  felt  with  fome  fenfibility, 
by  the  former,  who  were  employed  during  the  laft 
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infurrection  in  the  fame  fervice  with  militia  cavalry. 
It  is  therefore  recommended,  that  an  appropriation 
be  made  for  compenfating  the  volunteer  cavalry  fo 
employed,  for  the  ufe  of  their  horfes,  during  their 
fervice,  at  the  fame  rates  of  allowance,  which  have 
been  paid  to  the  militia  cavalry  on  the  fame  fervice — 
and  that  equal  rates  of  compenfation  for  the  future, 
(hall  be  provided  for  both,  by  law,  for  the  ufe  of 
their  horfes  in  actual  fervice. 

The  militia  of  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  effential  arm  of  our  defence,  and  a  fure 
refource  from  which  reinforcements  may  be  drawn  to 
fupply  deficiencies  in  the  regular  army,  in  the  event 
of  a  fudden  invafion,  or  the  wafting  progrefs  of  a 
long  war. 

To  obtain  their  aid  however,  with  celerity  and 
order,  in  fuch  cafes,  other  provifions  are  neceffary 
than  are  to  be  found  at  prefent  in  the  laws. 

The  act  of  the  28th  February,  1795,  authorizes 
the  Prefident,  whenever  the  United  States  mall  be 
invaded  or  in  imminent  danger  of  invafion  from  any 
foreign  nation  or  Indian  tribe,  to  call  forth  fuch  num- 
bers of  militia  of  the  flate,  or  ftates  adjoining,  mod 
convenient  to  the  place  of  danger,  or  fcene  of  action, 
as  he  may  judge  neceffary  to  repel  fuch  invafion,  and 
to  iffue  his  orders  for  the  purpofe  to  fuch  officer  or  of- 
ficers of  the  militia  as  he  mall  think  proper. 

To  give. effect  to  this  power  and  enable  the  Prefident 
to  carry  upon  an  enemy  with  promptitude  the  force 
neareft  to,  or  bed  calculated  to  annoy  him,  it  is  indif- 
penfible  that  he  mould  know  the  number  and  fpecies 
of  militia  in  each  county  of  a  (late,  and  the  names 
and  places  of  refidence  of  their  officers  refpectively. 

If  thefe  circumftances  are  not  preciiely  known  to  the 
Prefident,  at  the  time  the  force  is  wanted,  the  delay 
which  muft  neceffarily  intervene  in  the  circuitous 
.     D 
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courfe  of  orders  and  inftruftions,  will  often,  if  not 
always  be  productive  of  difaftrous  confequences.  To 
avoid  thefe,  the  proper  officer  of  the  militia,  in  each 
flate,  fhould  be  obliged,  by  heavy  penalties,  and  high 
refponfibility,  to  make  quarterly  returns  to  the  De- 
partment of  War,  comprehending  the  aforefaid  parti- 
culars. 

The  troops  raifed  under  and  conformably  to  the 
provifions  of  "  An  aft  to  augment  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purpofes,"  palled  the  16th 
July,   1798,  demand  at  this  time  particular  attention. 

This  additional  force  was  to  confift  of  twelve  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  and  fix  troops  of  cavalry,  the  latter 
intended,  with  the  two  troops  of  cavalry  hereto- 
fore and  now  in  fervice,  to  form  one  regiment  of 
cavalry.  For  the  infantry  the  officers  have  been  ap- 
pointed, and  the  recruiting  fervice  fome  time  in  ope- 
ration. For  the  cavalry  the  officers  have  alfo  been 
appointed,  but  to  avoid  the  expenfe  of  this  kind  of 
troops,  which  is  always  much  greater  than  that  of  any 
fpecies  of  foot,  the  recruiting  fervice  has  not  been  or- 
dered as  yet,  into  operation,  nor  have  horfes  been 
purchafed,  although  preparatory  meafures  have  been 
taken. 

For  the  twelve  regiments  of  infantry  the  enlift- 
ments  amount  as  follows,  according  to  the  laft  re- 
turns which  have  been  received  by  the  Department. 

From  the  fifth  regiment,  which  is  the  firfl  of  the 
twelve,  there  have  been  no  returns. 

Returned  for  the  fixth  regiment,  enlifted  in  North- 
Carolina,  from  Auguft  to  December,  1799,  viz.  134. 

For  the  feventh,  enlifted  in  Virginia,  from  May  to 
the  fir (l  Monday  in  November,   1799,  viz.   258. 

For  the  eighth,  enlifted  in  Virginia,  from  May  to 
Oftober  the  ift,   1799?  viz.  424. 

For  the  ninth,,  enlifted  in  Maryland,  from  May  to 
September  17th,  1799,  viz.  314. 
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For  the  tenth,  enlifted  in  Pennfylvania,  from  May 
to  Auguft  ift,   1799,  viz.  448. 

For  the  eleventh,  enlifted  in  New-Jerfey,  Pennfyl- 
vania and  Delaware,  from  April  to  the  firft  Monday 
in  O&ober,  1799,  viz.  458. 

For  the  twelfth,  enlifted  in  New- York,  from  May 
to  the  firft  Monday  in  September,   1799,  viz.  287. 

For  the  thirteenth,  enlifted  in  Connecticut,  from 
May  to  the  firft  Monday  in  November,  1799,  viz.  371. 

For  the  fourteenth,  enlifted  in  Maflachufetts,  from 
May  to  the  firft  Monday  in  November,  1799,  viz.  327. 

For  the  fifteenth,  enlifted  in  Maflachufetts,  Maine, 
from  June  to  the  firft  Monday  in  November,  1799, 
viz.  145. 

For  the  fixteenth,  enlifted  in  New-Hampfhire, 
Rhode-Ifland  and  Vermont,  from  July  to  the  firft: 
Monday  in  November,  1799,  viz.  233. 

Total  enlifted — 3399. 

Agreeably  to  the  provifions  of  the  adl:  of  the  16th 
July,  1798,  all  thefe  troops  have  been,  by  the  terms 
of  their  refpe&ive  enliftments,  engaged  "  for  and 
during  the  continuance  of  the  exifting  differences 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French  republic." 

The  Secretary  thinks  it  neceflary  to  mention,  that 
immediately  upon  the  accommodation  of  the  exifting 
differences  aforefaid,  the  engagements  of  all  thefe 
troops  will  expire,  and  every  man  be  entitled  to  de- 
mand his  difcharge.  That  in  confequence,  if  it  fhall 
be  deemed  expedient  to  keep  up  a  peace  eftablifhment 
more  extended  than  heretofore,  or  any  events  fhould 
intervene  to  render  a  larger  army  indifpenfible,  it  will 
not  be  practicable  to  apply  one  of  thefe  men  to  the 
fame,  who  have  already  received  a  bounty,  without  a 
re-inliftment  and  the  expenfe  of  a  new  bounty. 

It  is  therefore  thought  advifeable  that  the  terms  of 
enliftment,  prefcribed  by  the  law,  be  fuperfeded  by  a 
provifion,  in  future,  to  enlift  for  the  term  of  rive 
years,  if  not  fooner  discharged.     This  modification 
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numbers  of  the  army,  at  any  time,  to  a  prescribed 
eftablifhment,  and  if  the  negociations  of  our  envoys 
to  the  French  republic  fhall  be  fuccefsful,  it  will  pro- 
cure  a  number  of  men,  who  without  additional  ex- 
penfe,  can  be  retained  if  neceflary  in  fervice  for  the 
period  mentioned,  a  meafure  which  appears  equally 
recommended  by  its  policy  and  ceconomy. 

The  Secretary  has  before  obferved,  that  if  the- 
United  States  fhall  prevent  an  enemy  from  procuring 
the  horfes  of  the  country,  and  maintain  a  fuperiority 
in  horfe -artillery,  they  will  have  little  to  fear  from  an 
invading  enemy,  however  powerful  in  infantry.  It 
certainly  would  be  an  important  addition  to  our  fyflenr 
of  defence,  was  an  arrangement  devifed  to  deprive  an 
enemy,  as  much  as  poffible,  after  he  had  effected  a' 
landing  upon  our  coafl,  of  the  means  of  fubfiflence, 
and  efpecially  to  prevent  him  from  pofTefling  himfelf 
of  horfes,  indifpenfible  to  the  tranfport  of  his  baggage, 
{lores  and  provifions,  and  for  his  artillery  and  cavalry.. 

An  operation,  promifmg  to  be  fo  efficient,  and 
fanctioned  by  experience  in  other  countries,  will  per- 
haps require,  on  the  part  of  government,  a  flipulation 
of  indemnification  to  the  individual,  for  the  value  of 
all  flock  and  horfes,  which  may  be  removed  in  confe- 
quence  of  invafion,  if  not  reflored  to  their  refpeclive 
owners. 

Provifions  and  reflriclions,  it  is  conceived  may  be 
made,  calculated  to  fecure  the  public  againfl  frauds, 
and  to  encourage,  at  the  fame  time,  the  aid  of  pro- 
prietors themfelves,  in  the  execution  of  fuch  a  law. 
It  fhould  explicitly  provide,  that  no  compenfation  will 
ever  be  allowed,  for  property  of  the  kind  defcribed, 
deflroyed  either  by  the  enemy,  or  by  our  own  army,  to 
prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  in  all 
cafes,  where  it  fhall  appear  no  previous  preparation  or 
exertion    had  been  made  ufe  of  to  remove  it,   and 
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authorize  the  deftruction  of  all  ftock,  and  horfes  in 
particular,  left  in  an  expofed  fituation,  when  neceflary 
to  prevent  their  being  ufeful  to  an  enemy,  or  em- 
ployed againfl  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

The  government  of  a  country,  bleffed  with  every 
convenience  for  an  extenfive  foreign  trade,  and  peo- 
pled with  inhabitants  diftinguifhed  for  their  commer- 
cial fpirit,  will,  from  the  natural  operation  of  circum- 
flances,  and  the  impulfe  given  by  its  citizens,  confider 
it  a  duty  to  prepare,  either  gradually  or  promptly, 
as  policy,  interefl  or  neceffity  may  dictate,  the  means 
of  affording  protection  to  its  property  on  the  ocean. 

We  find,  accordingly,  the  foundation  of  a  navy 
already  laid,  and  its  advantages  fo  far  felt,  as  to  in- 
duce a  belief,  its  progrefs  will  be  permitted  to  keep 
pace  with  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  inftituted. 
This  navy  however,  which  is  fpecially  intended  to 
protect  trade,  will  in  its  turn  require  to  be  protected, 
when  in  harbour,  by  fuitable  fortifications.  Without 
a  place  of  fafety,  to  which  it  may  retire  from  a  fupe- 
rior  fleet,  the  labours  and  refources  of  years  may  be 
deflroyed  in  a  fmgle  hour. 

The  fortifications,  erected  for  the  defence  of  our 
cities  and  harbours,  cannot  yet  be  confidered  compe- 
tent to  afford  this  fecurity.  Many  new  and  extenfive 
works,  even  at  thofe  places  where  the  fortifications  are 
mod  advanced,  will  yet  be  required  to  render  any  of 
them  a  fecure  afylum  for  our  navy. 

Whenever  therefore  the  harbours,  in  which  our 
dock-yards  and  great  naval  depofits  are  to  be  efla- 
bliified,  and  to  which  our  navy  may  retire  in  time  of 
war  (hall  be  determined  upon,  it  will  be  indifpen- 
fible  to  make  them  impregnable,  if  pofhble,  to  an 
enemy. 

Schedule  B,  will  fhew  the  fums  which  have  been 
appropriated,  and  annually  expended,  in  fortifying 
our  harbours,  fmce  the  "  Act  to  provide  for  the  de- 
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fence  of  certain  ports  and  harbours  in  the  United 
States,"  paused  the  20th  March,  1794,  and  the  ba- 
lance remaining  on  the  ifl  October,   1799. 

The  Paymaster  General  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  has  been,  agreeably  to  the  provifion  of  the 
15th  lection  of  "  An  act  for  the  better  organizing 
of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purpofes,"  quartered  by  direction  of  the  late  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  at  the  feat  of  government,  it  being 
the  ftation  deemed  mofl  proper  to  enable  him  to  per- 
form his  functions  with  convenience,  facility,  and  the 
lead  probable  rifk  of  the  public  monies. 

The  functions  of  this  officer,  are,  by  law,  highly 
important;  his  trull  is  eminently  refponfible — All 
monies  for  the  pay  of  the  armies  pafs  through  his 
hands,  including  military  bounties,  and  the  fubfiftence 
and  forage  of  officers,  and  he  is  the  auditor  in  the 
firft  inftance  of  all  accounts  for  fuch  objects. 

The  compenfation  provided  for  him  is  eighty  dol- 
lars per  month,  with  the  rations  and  forage  of  a  ma- 
jor. This  compenfation,  the  Secretary  conceives,  not 
merely  inadequate  to  remunerate  the  duties  and  re- 
fponfibility  attached  to  the  office,  but  infufficient  for 
the  decent  fupport  of  a  refpectable  character,  and 
certainly  none  other  mould  fill  it. 

It  is  therefore  refpectfully  fuggefled,  to  increafe  the 
compenfation  to  the  Paymaiter  General  of  the  armies 
of  the  United  States,  and  fubmitted  whether  it  might 
not  be  attended  with  fome  beneficial  effects  to  veft 
him  with  a  fuitable  brevet  rank  in  the  army. 

The  regularity,  difcipline  and  of  courfe  the  efficiency 
of  armies  have  always  depended  very  effentially  upon 
the  fyftem  provided  for  their  government.  ImprefTed 
with  this  conviction,  the  Secretary  takes  the  liberty  to 
bring  into  your  view  "  The  rules  and  articles  for  the 
better  government  of  the  troops  raifed  or  to  be  railed, 
and  kept  in  pay,  by  and  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United 
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States  of  America."  This  fyflem  contains  many  ex- 
cellent provisions,  but  experience  has  produced  a 
pretty  general  wifh  among  military  men,  that  it  could 
be  fubmitted  to  a  complete  revifion,  as  in  many  parti- 
culars, it  is  prefumed  to  require  amendments. 

This  revifion  would  be  a  very  ferious  work,  and 
there  is  reafon  to  fear  could  not  be  undertaken,  with 
a  profpect  of  being  fpeedily  finifhed.  Some  things 
however  can  be  done  which  would  be  important  im- 
provements. 

A  great  obfcurity  envelopes  the  provifions  of  the 
exifting  articles,  refpecting  the  power  to  appoint  or 
order  general  courts  martial.  One  conftru&ion,  by 
confining  the  power  to  the  general  or  commander  in 
chief  only,  is  inconveniently  narrow,  and  has  occa- 
fioned  too  great  delay,  as  well  in  inflituting  courts,  as 
in  giving  effect  to  their  fentences.  Another  conftruc- 
tion,  which  has  been  pra&ifed  upon,  (commandants 
of  polls,  as  fuch,  of  whatever  grade,  having  affum- 
ed  the  power  of  conftituting  general  courts  martial) 
is  too  much  diffufed,  and  would  place  in  too  many 
hands  a  truft  no  lefs  delicate  than  important. 

To  attempt  to  attain  the  proper  medium  by  a  more 
exact,  legiflative  definition  of  the  characters  who 
may  exercife  the  power,  would  perhaps  be  attended 
with  difficulty,  and  might  often  not  meet  the  new  fili- 
ations which  are  conftantly  occurring  in  the  infinite 
combinations  of  military  fervice.  The  expedient 
which  has  appeared  moft  proper,  is  to  give  a  difcre- 
tionary  authority  to  the  President,  to  empower 
other  officers,  (than  thofe  the  foundeft  interpretation 
has  decided  to  be  defignated  by  the  articles  of  war, 
viz.  generals  or  thofe  on  whom  a  general's  command 
has  devolved)  to  appoint  general  courts  martial,  un- 
der fuch  circumftances,  and  with  fuch  limitations  as 
he  may  deem  advifeable. 

The  provifions  which  refer  the  determination,  oil 
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fentences  extending  to  the  lofs  of  life,  or  the  difmif- 
fion  of  a  commiffioned  officer  in  time  of  peace  to  the 
Prefident,  muft  no  doubt  have  frequently  been  attend- 
ed with  perplexity  to  him,  and  are  inconvenient,  if 
not  injurious  to  the  fervice.  It  is  fcarcely  poffible, 
for  any  but  the  military  commander,  to  appreciate 
duly  the  motives  which  in  fuch  cafes  demand  feverity 
or  recommend  clemency.  To  this  an  accurate  view 
of  all  the  circumftances  of  the  army  in  detail  is  often 
neceflary.  The  efficacy  of  punifhment,  when  requi- 
fite  in  an  army,  depends  much  on  its  celerity,  and 
muft  be  greatly  weakened  by  the  unavoidable  delay  of 
a  refort  to  the  executive :  during  which  delay,  the 
mifchief  it  was  intended  to  remedy,  may  and  fome- 
times  mod:  probably  will  have  happened.  The  reafons 
mentioned  induce  an  opinion,  that  it  is  expedient  to 
empower  the  commanding  general  of  an  army,  to  de- 
cide upon,  and  caufe  be  to  executed  when  proper, 
all  fentences  of  general  courts  martial,  except  only 
fuch  as  refpecl  a  general  officer.  The  refponfibility  of 
the  commanding  general  to  the  Prefident,  and  to  his 
country,  muft  enfure  a  difcreet  exercife  of  the  required 
authority,  and  its  utility  is  manifeft. 

The  beft  mode  of  treating  the  crime  of  defertion, 
has  been  an  embarrafling  inveftigation  in  moft  coun- 
tries. To  fix  upon  a  punifhment,  that  gives  the 
fureft  promife  of  checking  or  preventing  the  evil,  or 
which,  when  it  does  happen,  in  its  application  will  be 
moft  analagous  to  the  generally  received  opinions  of  a 
country,  and  the  habits  of  military  life,  is  indeed  dif- 
ficult. The  fame  punifhment  ought  not  perhaps,  to 
be  applied  to  this  crime,  the  moft  injurious  to  armies, 
and  complicated  in  its  nature,  at  all  times  and  under 
all  circumftances. 

To  punifh  it  with  death  in  time  of  peace,  in  all 
cafes,  would  in  this  country  do  violence  to  the  popu- 
lar habits  of  thinking.     Whipping  is  found  to  be  in- 
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effectual.  Confinement  to  hard  labour,  it  is  fuppofed, 
will  produce  more  beneficial  remits,  and  courts  mar- 
tial have,  in  their  difcretion,  been  lately  much  influ- 
enced by  this  belief.  As  however  our  foldiers  are  en- 
lifted  for  given  periods,  when  an  engagement  is  nearly 
expired,  confinement  would  be  an  inadequate  punifh- 
ment,  for  it  could  not  continue  beyond  the  term  of 
fervice,  and  although  a  foldier  may  be  fuppofed  to 
have  fewer  inducements  to  withdraw  from  an  engage- 
ment, which  is  near  terminating,  yet  it  has  fome- 
times  happened,  and  may  be  expected  in  future,  that 
men  under  fuch  circumftances,  have  been  the  authors 
of  combinations,  to  revolt,  defert,  and  commit  other 
crimes,  confequently  have  been  the  mofl  atrocious 
offenders ;  and  it  is  known  that  they  frequently  have 
themfelves  deferted.  To  make  this  punifhment  then 
in  time  of  peace,  in  all  cafes,  commenfurate  with  and 
proportioned  to  the  crime,  an  auxiliary  provifion  to 
extend  the  confinement  and  labour  beyond  the  period 
of  fervice  the  criminal  had  engaged  for,  would  ap- 
pear neceffary.  Such  a  provifion  would  have  a  ten- 
dency, to  render  the  fentences  of  the  courts  lefs  fan- 
guinary. 

The  Secretary  by  no  means  defigns  to  fuggefl,  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  abolifh  the  punifhment  of  death 
for  defertion  even  in  time  of  peace.  He  confiders 
that  in  aggravated  and  complicated  cafes,  it  would 
always  be  proper,  and  that  in  time  of  war  or  civil 
commotion,  it  fhould  always  be  applied  to  this  crime. 
He  alfo  inclines  to  the  opinion,  that  the  power  of 
pardoning  ought  never  to  be  extended  in  any  inftance 
of  defertion,  or  an  attempt  to  defert  to  enemies  or 
traitors. 

Connected  with  the  perfection  of  our  military  efta- 
blifhment,  is  a  code  of  well  digefted  rules  for  the 
formations,  field  exercife,  movements,  and  police  of 
the  different  fpecies  of  troops  compofing  our  armv. 
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Major  General  Hamilton,  has  fome  time  fince  been 
fpecially  charged  with  this  work.  As  it  was  not  how- 
ever expected  that  fo  extenfive  an  undertaking  could 
be  completed  without  a  fubdivifion  of  labour,  and 
the  co-operation  of  various  talents  and  experience,  he 
informs,  that  he  has  affigned  to  Major  General  Pinck- 
ney  an  important  portion  of  the  talk.  The  execu- 
tion, it  is  alfo  understood,  will  require  the  aid  of 
other  and  fubordinate  officers,  for  whofe  extra  fervice 
a  fpecial  compenfation  is  fuggefled  as  being  agreeable 
to  ufage,  and  effential  to  a  cheerful  and  zealous  per- 
formance of  their  duty.  This,  mould  it  meet  your 
approbation,  demands  no  particular  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

There  is  another  point  relative  to  the  army,  which 
he  has  made  the  fubject  of  a  recent  communication 
to  the  Department  of  War,  to  which  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  requeft  attention. 

The  General  obferves,  that  "  The  detaching  from 
their  corps,  foldiers  as  fervants  to  the  various  officers 
of  the  general  itaff,  is  productive  of  material  incon- 
venience, by  withdrawing  altogether,  from  military 
fervice,  a  confiderable  number  of  perfons ;  and  occa- 
sioning diffatisfactions  to  the  commandants  of  corps, 
who  never  fee  their  men  removed  without  uneafinefs, 
and  are  fometimes  much  difgufted  by  the  felection  of 
thofe  whom  they  are  anxious  to  retain.  There  is  no 
doubt,  he  adds,  that  it  would  operate  beneficially,  if 
after  fixing  the  number  of  fervants  to  which  the  feve- 
ral  characters  of  the  general  ftaff  fhould  be  entitled, 
they  were  to  be  allowed  an  equivalent  in  money,  re- 
gulated by  the  cofl  of  a  foldier  to  the  public,  and  were 
to  be  required  to  provide  their  own  fervants." 

Should  this  meafure  be  adopted,  which  is  agreea- 
ble to  an  obfolete  regulation  of  the  Old  Congrefs, 
penalties  may  be  devifed  to  fecure  a  faithful  execution, 
which,  from  the  force  of  circumitances,  would  be 
very  little  liable  to  abufe. 
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When  treating  upon  military  fubjecb,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  give  a  general  view  of  the  pofitions  of 
the  exifting  regular  force,  compofing  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  conformably  to  a  difpofition  of  the 
fame,  by  your  approbation  and  that  of  the  late  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 

The  four  regiments  of  infantry  and  the  two  com- 
panies of  cavalry,  on  the  permanent  eftablifhment, 
are  difpofed  of  as  follow  : 

One  regiment  is  affigned  to  the  frontiers  of  Tennef- 
fee  and  Georgia.  There  are  alfo,  in  that  quarter, 
the  two  companies  of  cavalry. 

The  three  other  regiments  are  diftributed  along  the 
lakes,  from  Niagara  to  Michilimackinac,  upon  the 
Miami,  Ohio,  MiffiiTippi,  and  Tombigbee. 

There  is  alfo  one  battalion  of  the  artillerifts  and  en- 
gineers diftributed  with  the  aforefaid  troops. 

This  entire  force  is  manifeftly  inadequate  to  the 
purpofes  it  is  intended  to  anfwer,  on  our  northern, 
weftern,  and  fouthern  frontiers. 

The  twelve  regiments  of  infantry  now  raifing, 
have  taken,  or  are  to  take,  the  following  provifional 
pofitions,  viz. 

Three  of  the  twelve  regiments  of  infantry  in  the 
vicinity  of  Providence  river  near  Uxbridge,  MaiTa- 
chufetts. 

Three  regiments  in  the  vicinity  of  Brunfwick, 
New-Jerfey. 

Three  regiments  in  the  vicinity  of  Potomac  near 
Harper's  ferry,  Virginia. 

Three  regiments  in  the  vicinity  of  Augufta,  above 
the  falls  of  Savannah. 

This  difpofition,  it  is  conceived,  combines  consi- 
derations relative  to  the  difcipline  and  health  of  the 
troops  with  the  ceconomical  fupply  of  their  wants. 
It  has  alfo  fome  military  afpecls;  in  the  firft  inftance, 
towards  the  fecurity  of  Boflon  and  Newport ;  in  the 
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fecond,  towards  that  of  New-York  and  Philadelphia ; 
in  the  third  and  fourth,  towards  that  of  Baltimore, 
Charlefton,  Savannah  and  the  fouthern  ftates  gene 
rally,  and  in  the  third,  particularly  towards  the  re 
inforcement  of  the  weflern  army. 

The  refidue  of  the  two  regiments  of  artillerifls  anc 
engineers,  except  one  battalion,  ftated  to  be  on  om 
northern,  weflern,  and  fouthern  frontiers,  are  flati 
oned,  in  our  fea-board  fortifications,  from  Portland 
MafTachufetts,  to  the  St.  Mary's,  Georgia.  Fron 
thefe  are  to  be  drawn  two  battalions,  in  fucceflion 
for  the  army  when  in  the  field,  with  a  view  to  a  courf 
of  regular  inflru&ion. 

Schedule  C,  exhibits  the  actual  force  (according  t 
the  latefl  returns)  of  the  four  regiments  of  infantr 
and  two  companies  of  cavalry,  on  the  old  eftablifr 
ment,  and  the  two  regiments  of  artillerifts  and  eng 
neers. 

All  which  is  refpeftfully  fubmitted. 

JAMES  M'HENRY, 
Secretary  of  Wa: 

War  Department, 
January  $th,   1800. 
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ESTIMATE  of  the  Pay,  Forage,  Subfiftence  and  Clothing  of  a  Regiment  of  Artillerifts  and 
Engineers,  on  the  prefent  Eftablifhment. 


i  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant, 

4  Majors,  - 

i   Adjutant,  1  including  their 

i  Quarter  Mafter,  >  pay  as  Lieute- 

i  Paymafter,  J  nants, 

I  Surgeon,  -  - 

1  Surgeons'  Mates, 

1 6  Captains,  - 

32  Lieutenants, 

32  Cadets,  - 

4  Sergeants  Major, 
4  Quarter  Mafter  Sergeants, 

64  Sergeants,  - 

64  Corporals, 
1  Chief  Mufician, 

10  Muficians,  - 

128  Artificers, 
768  Privates,         - 
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ESTIMATE  of  the  Pay,  Forage,  Subfiftence,  and  Clothing  of  a  Regiment  of  Artil- 
lery, on  the  propofed  Peace  Eftablifhment. 
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i  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant, 
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For  two  Regiments, 


362,842  30 
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ESTIMATE  of  the  Pay,  Subfiftence  and 

1  Forage  of  the  propofed  Corps  of 

Engineers,  including  the  Clothing  for  the  Cadets. 

3 

3 

"» 

1 

1 

s 

£ 

&? 

^  g" 

»    5 

■s 

""4 

? 

** 
a 

b 

ft  ^ 

Id 

s 

75 

P~* 

g£ 

2  Lieutenant  Colonels, 

i,8oi 

12 

288 

12 

3  Majors,     -".'.,.-■- 

55 

i,98< 

10 

360 

12 

^  a" 

12  Captains,       - 

40 

5>7<>< 

- 

- 

S^ 

^  &t) 

48  Lieutenants, 

3° 

17,28c 

- 

- 

96 

a 
*•*. 

a,  & 

24  Cadets,         - 

10 

2,88c 

- 

- 

48 

-j 

S.OJ 

29,70c 

648 

12,658    20 

750 
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Coft  of  two  Regiments  of  Artillery,  on  the  prefent  eftablim- 

ment,  for  one  year,         ------ 

Coft  of  two  Regiments  for  one  year,  on  the  propofed  efta- 

blifhment,  -  -  -  -  362,842  30 

Annual  expenfe  of  the  propofed  Corps  of  Engineers,  43>7S^  20 


427*553  80 


Saving  in  favour  of  propofed  eftablifhment, 


406,598  50 
Dolls.    20,955  30 
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STATEMENT  of  Monies  applied  to  the  Defence  of  certain  Ports  in  the  United  States,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  the  "  A&  to  provide  for  the  Defence  of  certain  Ports  and  Harbours  in  the  United  States," 
paffed  the  20th  March,  1794,  diftinguifhing  the  Monies  expended  in  each  Year,  from  and  after 
the  palling  the  faid  Att,  upon  the  Fortifications  of  each  Harbour,  to  the  firft  Day  of  October, 
1799. 


fr 

1794. 

J795- 

1796. 

1797. 

1798. 

1799. 

|     Tola!. 

Portland,              -              -         - 

1,275  4i 

!*79! 

1,369 

1,068  25 

1,200 

4,264     6 

10,967  72 

Portfmouth, 

1,615   80 

2,266 

316 

- 

1,000 

_ 

5,197  80 

Salem,             - 

1,723  08 

1,000 

- 
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2,000 

4>723  08 

Marblehead, 

1,963   78 

2,011  68 

1,508  87 

114  84 

- 

6,000 

11,599  17 

Gloucefter,     - 

2,258  39 

1,000 

1,280  27 

- 

- 

- 

4,5  3  8  6<5 

Bofton,         - 

49^  27 

i*342  5° 

- 

- 

- 
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1,838  77 

Newport,         -             - 

6>383  33 

5,281   22 

198  91 

- 

5,900 

50,000 

67,763  46 

New-London, 

5*437  S^ 

1,144  73 

200  85 

- 
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20 

14,302  94 

New- York,       -             - 

*3*737  73 

11,866  54 

1,124 

- 

30,117  24 

3°*J 

16  18 

86,961  69 

Philadelphia, 

9,187  86 

6,658 

14,991  31 

23,201   87 

5I*365  44 

43>f 

°3  32 

148,907  80 

Baltimore, 

6,086  49 

6,922  09 

2,802  23 

2,347  4i 

18,022  72 

4,468  51 

40,649  45 

Annapolis, 

2*997  75 

268  50 

- 

- 
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- 

3,266  25 

Norfolk, 

9,019  52 

7*873  9S 

1,286  23 

3,000 

- 

402 

21,581   70 

Alexandria, 

3*728  36 

1,208 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4,936  36 

Cape  Fear  River  and  Ocracock, 

4,275     2 

5*334  49 

i*43°  95 

- 

- 

5*333  33 

l6*373  79 

Beacon  Ifland, 

1,816  49 

- 
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_ 
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1,816  49 

,Charlefton, 

10,471  94 

11,265  45 

8,027     6 

5*4i3     3 

4,205  98 

11,500 

50,883  46 

George  Town, 

250 

572  54 

- 

- 

- 

822  54 

Savannah,         - 

2,641  74 

2,086 

3*330  30 

- 

- 

8,058     4 

St.  Mary's,            -             - 

!*i92  73 

2,000 

2,000 

- 

- 

2,000 

7,192  73 

Dolls.  512,381  90 
Remaining  unexpended  of  the  620,000  dollars  appropriated  by  the  feveral  ads  of  Congrefs,       107,618  10 

Dolls.  620,000 
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STATEMENT  of  the  Number  of  Non-Commif- 
fioned  Officers,  Muficians  and  Privates  in  the  two 
Companies  of  Cavalry,  two  Regiments  of  Artille- 
rifls  and  Engineers,  and  four  old  Regiments  of  In- 
fantry, taken  from  the  laft  Returns. 

Cavalry,  -  -  -  1 1 6 

Artilleriils,  -  -  -  1501 

Infantry,  -  -  -  18 12 

Total,     3,429 


ft 
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FROM   THE 


PRESIDENT  of  the  UNITED  STATES, 


ACCOMPANYING     A 


REPORT 


OF     THE 


rtretarp  of  §&tutt, 


WITH    A    LETTER    TO    HIM,    FROM 

MATTHEW  CLARKSON,  Efq. 

AND  A  LIST  OF  THE  CLAIMS  ADJUSTED 
BY  THE  COMMISSIONERS  UNDER  THE 
21ft  ARTICLE  OF  OUR  TREATY  WITH 
SPAIN. 


23d  January,  1800. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


[Publifhed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of    ReprefentativesJ] 


ESSAGE 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Repnfentatives^ 

A  TRANSMIT  to  Congrefs,  for  the  information  of 

the  members,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 

9th  inftant,  a  letter  from  Mathew  Clarkfon,  Efq.  to 

him  of  the  fecond,  and  a  lift  of  the  claims  adjufted  by 

the  commiffioners,  under  the  2 1  ft  Article  of  our  Treaty 

with  Spain. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  States ',    1 
Jan.  23,  1800.  J 


^fflfea^ L_fjflg 


E  P  O  R  T. 


THE  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  lay  before 
the  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  a  ftatement  of 
the  claims  of  American  citizens  adjufted  by  the  board 
of  commifiioners,  under  the  21ft  article  of  our  treaty 
with  Spain ;  and  a  letter  from  Matthew  Ciarkfon,  Efq. 
the  Commiffioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  da- 
ted the  2d  inftant,  informing  that  the  commiffion  ter- 
minated on  the  3 1  ft  of  December  laft. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

Department  of State,  \ 
January  19,  1800.  J 


SIR, 

I  HAVE  the  fatisfaclion  to  inform  you  that  the  com- 
miffion for  carrying  into  efFecl:  the  twenty  firft  article 
of  the  treaty  of  friendfhip,  limits  and  navigation  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  King  of  Spain, 
was  clofed  on  the  twenty  firft  day  of  December  1799. 
I  am  with  the  greater!  refpecr, 
Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

MATTH.  CLARKSON. 

Timothy  Pickering, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Philadelphia,  January  2d,  1800. 
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In  the  following   cafes    no    papers   have 

appeared. 

Schr.  Agra,  Captain -  Ro. 

Sloop  Eliza,  Captain  Moffat,  Baltimore^  Ro. 

Schr.  Maria,  Captain -  Ro. 

Mary  Ann,  a  veftel,  -  -  Ro. 

Schr.   Port-au-Prince,  Captain Ro. 

A  Boat,  -  Ro. 

$3-  Thofe  marked  Ro,  have  been  ordered  ro  be  re- 
ftored  by  His  Catholic  Majefty. 

Claims  at  prefent  before  the   Commijfi oners  and  undeter- 
mined. 

Schr.  Lively,  Captain  Slocum,  Providence,  Rhode- 
Ifland,  additional  papers  requifite  to  fubftantiate 
the  claim. 

Ship  Harmony,  Captain  Robinfon,  Baltimore,  addi- 
tional papers  requifite  to  fubftantiate  the  claim. 

William  Bartlett's,  claim  for  freight  of  paftengers,  the 
papers  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Viar. 

Schr.  Mary,  Captain  Hill,  (I.  McMillan's)  claim,  ad- 
ditional vouchers  written  for  by  Mr.  Viar,  and  not 
yet  received. 

The  letter  from  the  Department  of  State,  of  the  11th 
of  October,  1799,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
miffioners  renders  it  doubtful  whether  any  additi- 
onal vouchers  will  be  obtained. 

Sloop  Julius  Csefar,  captain  Silleman,  additional 
vouchers  wanted. 

Schr.  Mary,  Captain  De  Leon,  a  claim  of  James 
Jackfon,  filed  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  whom 
additional  papers  having  written  for. 

Edward  Church's,  claim,  papers  wanting  to  fubftantiate 
it. 

CommiJJioners-Office*       1 
November  ibth,  1799.  J 


IS 

E  S  S  A  G  E 


FROM   THE 


PRESIDENT  of  the  UNITED  STATES, 


TRANSMITTING     A 


REPORT 


OF     THE 


ectetarp  of  §s>tate, 


AND       SUNDRY       DOCUMENTS        RELATIVE       TO       THE 
REQUISITION     FOR     AND    DELIVERY    OF 

JONATHAN  ROBBINS; 

In  purfuance  of  a  refolution  of  this  Houfe,  of  the  4th 

inftant. 


7th  February.  1800. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


[Publif/ied  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.] 
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SSAGE 


Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives^ 

JlN  confequenceofyour  requeft  to  me,  conveyed  in 
your  refolution  of  the  fourth  of  this  month,  I  directed 
the  Secretary  of  State,  to  lay  before  me,  copies  of  the 
papers  intended.  Thefe  copies,  together  with  his  re- 
port, I  now  tranfmit  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
for  the  confideration  of  the  Members. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  States,     1 
Feb,  7th,  1800.    J 


^»======,<jg3  i  s»=======if3 


E  P  O  R  T. 


Department  of  State, 
February  6th,   1800. 

THE  Secretary  of  State  has  prepared,  as  directed, 
and  now  refpectfully  fubmits  to  the  Prefidentof  the 
United  States,  copies  of  the  papers  which  probably  were 
contemplated  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in  their 
-efolve  of  the  4th  inftant;  although  no  requifition,  as 
;he  refolve  fuppofes,  has  ever  been  received,  nor  any 
communication  made  to  the  judge  of  the  diftrict,  court 
:>f  South-Carolina,  concerning  any  man  by  the  name 
)f  Jonathan  Robbins.  But  by  the  proceedings  be- 
fore that  judge,  as  they  have  been  publifhed,  it  appears 
that  a  fea-man  named  Thomas  Nash,  the  fubjeci.  of 
the  Britifh  Minifter's  requifition,  did  affume  the  name 
of  Jonathan  Robbins,  and  make  oath  "  that  he 
Was  a  native  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  born  in 
P anbury  in  that  flate."  The  Secretary,  therefore,  be- 
fides  the  copy  of  the  requifition,  and  the  copies  of  his 
letter  to  the  judge  of  the  diftrict.  court  of  South-Caroli- 
na, and  of  the  judge's  anfwer,  has  prepared,  and  here- 
with inclofes,  copies  of  the  certificates  of  the  felecimen 
land  town-clerk  ofDanbury,  and  extracts  of  letters  from 
Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  fatisfaftorily  proving,  that 
theTHOMAS  Nash,  calling  himfelf  Jon  athan  Rob- 
bins, who,  on  the  requifition  of  the  Britifh  Mini fter, 
was  delivered  up  by  the  judge  aforefaid,  with  the  a  (Tent 
of  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  zoas  not  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  but  a  native  Irifhman,  who  to  his  other 
jcrimes  added  perjury,  in  the  hope,  thereby,  to  efcape  the 
punifhment  due  to  piracy  and  murder.     The  origtna 
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certificates  of  the  fele&men  and  town-clerk  of  Banbu- 
ry, are  in  the  Secretary's  pofeffion  ;  and  he  has  compar- 
ed the  extract  of  Admiral  Parker's  letter  to  Mr.  Lifton 
with  the  original,  and  the  extract  of  the  Admiral's  letter 
to  the  Britiih  Conful  at  Charlefton,  with  the  pafTage  as 
recited  in  the  Confufs  original  letter  to  Mr.  Lifton. 
All  which  is  refpeftfully  fubmitted. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 


No.   1. 
[Copy  of  a  note  from  Robert  Lifton,  Efq.  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary and  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Bri- 
tannic  Majefty,    to   Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States.] 


R.    Lifton,    prefents    his    respeBs    to    Col.    Pickering, 
Secretary  of  State. 

A  SEAMAN  of  the  name  of  Thomas  Nam,  hav- 
ing been  committed  to  gaol,  in  Charlefton, 
(South-Carolina)  at  the  inftance  of  his  Majefty's  Con- 
ful there,  on  fufpicion  of  his  having  been  an  accomplice 
in  the  piracy  and  murder  committed  on  board  his  Ma- 
jefty's fhip  Hermione,  and  information  of  the  circum- 
Itance  having  been  tranfmitted  to  Vice  Admiral  Sir 
Hyde  Parker,  a  cutter  was  difpatched  to  Charlefton, 
with  an  officer  on  board,  to  whom  the  man  was  well 
known,  in  order  that  his  perfon  might  be  identified, 
and  that  he  fhould  be  carried  to  the  Weft-Indies  for 
trial.  But  on  the  application  of  the  Conful  for  the  res- 
toration of  Nafh,  in  conformity  to  the  treaty  of  1794, 
Judge  Bee,  and  the  Federal  Attorney,  were  of  opinion 
that  he  could  not  with  propriety  be  delivered  up  with- 
out a  previous  requisition  on  my  part  made  to  the  exe- 
tive  government  of  the  United  States.  May  I  therefore 
requeft,  Sir,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  lay  this  matter 
before  the  Prefident,  and  procure  his  orders  that  the 
faid  Thomis  Nafh,  be  delivered  up  to  juftice. 
Philadelphia,  May  23d,   1799. 


(No.    2.) 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  Judge  Bee. 
Department   of    State, 
Philadelphia,  Jane  ^d,   1799. 
S    1    R, 

MR.  LISTON,  the  Minifter  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  has  requeued,  that  Thomas  Nafh,  who  was 
a  feaman  on  board  the  Britifh  Frigate  Hermione,  and 
who  he  is  informed  is  now  a  prifoner  in  the  jail  of 
Charleflon,  fhould  be  delivered  up.  I  have  ftated 
the  matter  to  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States.  He 
confiders  an  offence  committed  on  board  a  public  fhip 
•of  war,  on  the  high  feas,  to  have  been  committed 
within  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  nation  to  whom  the  fhip  be- 
longs. Nam,  is  charged,  it  is  underftood,  with  piracy 
and  murder,  committed  by  him  on  board  the  above 
mentioned  Britifh  Frigate,  on  the  high  feas,  and  con- 
fequently  "  within  the  jurifdiction"  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty;  and  therefore,  by  the  27th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  amity  with  Great-Britain,  Nafh  ought  to  be 
delivered  up,  as  requefted  by  the  Britifh  Minifter, 
provided  fuch  evidence  of  his  criminality  he  produced,  as 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of  South-Carolina, 
would  jufiify  his  apprehenfion  and  commitment  for  trial, 
if  the  offence  had  been  committed  within  the  jurifdiction  of 
the  United  States.  The  Prefident  has  in  confequence 
hereof  authorized  me  to  communicate  to  you  "  his  ad- 
vice and  requeft"  that  Thomas  Nam,  may  be  delivered 
up  to  the  conful  or  other  agent  of  Great-Britain,  who 
fhall  appear  to  receive  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ckc.  Sec. 
(Signed)  TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 


The  Honorable  Thomas  Bee,  Efq. 
Judge  of  the   diflricl  of  South 
Carolina. 


} 


(No.  3.) 

Letter  from  Thomas  Bee,  Efq,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

dated  Charleflon,  South-Carolina,   lfl  July,   1799. 

IN  compliance  with  the  requeft  of  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  as  dated  in  your  favour  of  the  3d  ult. 
I  gave  notice  to  the  Britifh  Conful  that  at  the  fitting  of 
the  diftricTt  court  on  this  day  I  would  order  Thomas 
Nafh,  the  prifoner  charged  with  having  committed  mur- 
der and  piracy  on  hoard  the  Britifh  Frigate  Hermione, 
on  fuch  Jlrong  evidence  of  his  criminality  as  justified  his 
cpprehenjion  and  commitment  for  trial,  to  be  brought 
before  me  on  habeas  corpus,  in  order  to  his  being  deliv- 
ered over  agreeable  to  the  27th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  with  Great  Britain.  The  Conful  attended  in 
court  and  requefted  that  the  prifoner  mould  remain  in 
gaol  until  he  had  a  convenient  opportunity  of  fending 
him  away.  I  have  therefore  directed  that  he  remain  in 
prifon,  until  the  Conful  mail  find  it  convenient  to  re- 
move him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  great  refpeft, 

Your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

THOMAS  BEE. 
Diftrift  Judge,  of  South-Carolina. 
Honorable  Timothy  Pickering,    "1 
Secretary  of  State.  J 

(No.  4.)  D anbury,  September  16th,   1799. 

WE  the  Subfcribers  Sele6t-Men  of  the  town  of 
Danbury  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  Certify- 
that  we  have  always  been  inhabitants  of  faid  town,  and 
are  from  forty  five  to  fifty  feven  years  of  age,  and  have 
never  known  an  inhabitant  of  this  town  by  the  name  of 
Jonathan  or  Nathan  Robbins,  and  that  there  has  not 
been  nor  now  is  any  family  known  by  the  name  of  Rob- 
bins  within  the  limits  of  faid  town. 

Certified  Per  f  ELI  MYGOT, 
]    EBE1 


1 


TEZER  BENEDICT, 
JUSTUS  BARNUU, 
BENJAMIN  HICHCOK. 


D anbury,  September  i6lh,  1799. 
The  Subfcriber  late  town-clerk  for  the  town  of  Dan- 
bury  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  certifies  that  he  kept 
the  town-records  twenty-five  years  viz.  from  the  year 
1771  until  the  year  1796,  that  he  is  now  56  years  of  age 
and  that  he  never  knew  any  perfon  by  the  name  of  Rob- 
bins  born  or  rending  in  the  faid  town  of  Danbury  du- 
ring that  term  of  25  years,  before  or  fmce. 

MAJOR  TAYLOR. 

(5  ). 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker  to 

Robert  Lijion  Efqr,  envoy  extraordinary  and  Mmijler 
Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefly  to  the  United 
States,  dated   in  Port  Royal  Harbour  Jamaica  gth. 
Septr.  1799. 
£6  T have    had    the  honor  of  receiving  duplicates  of 
A  your  Excellency's  letters,  numbered  10.  11.  8c  12. 
and  in  anfwer  thereto,  acquaint  you  that  in  confequence 
of  Nam,  one  of  the  ringleaders  in  the  mutiny,  murders, 
Sec.  on  board  the  Hermione  being  delivered  up  by  the 
United  States  to  me,  he  has  been  tried  at  a  court-mar- 
tial, and  fentenced  to  fuffer  death,  and  afterwards  hung 
in  chains,  which  fentence  has  been  put  into  execution. 
He  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  an  Irifhman." 

(No.  6.) 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Benjamin  Moodie,  Efq.  Conful 
of  His  Britanic  Majefly,  at  Charleflon,  (South-Carolina) 
to  Robert  Liflon,  Efq,  Envoy  of  his  faid  Majefly,  to 
the  United  States,  dated  lgth  November,   1799. 

IN  confequence  of  many  obftacles  1  had  to  encoun- 
ter in  obtaining  the  delivery  of  Thomas  Nafh,  late  of 
his  Majefty's  fhip  Hermione,  and  of  the  numerous 
publications  to  the  Northward,  and  in  this  place  I 
wrote  to  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  requeuing  he 
would  be  good  enough  to  fend  me  minutes  of  the  court 
martial,  to  which  he  anfwered  under  date  13th  Sep- 
tember laft : — ;i  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  Nafli,  has 
„  been  executed  agreeable  to  the  fentence  of  a  court 
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i:  martial,  and  that  he  confefTed  himfelf  to  be  an  Irifh- 
"  man  :  and  it  further  appears  by  the  Hermione's  books 
"  that  he  was  born  at  Waterford;  on  21ft  of  Decem- 
"  ber,  17Q2,  entered  a  volunteer  on  board  the  Dover, 
';  received  £  3  bounty  money,  and  was  removed  to  the 
*;  Hermione,  28th  of  January,  1793-  And  with  res- 
ii  peel  to  tranfmitting  the  minutes  of  his  trial,  that  is 
"  not  in  my  power,  but  relts  with  the  Lords  of  the  ad~ 
w  miralty  only." 


I 


L    E    T   TEE. 

FROM    THE 

Secretary  of  the  treasury, 

TRANSMITTING 

TWO    STATEMENTS, 

EXHIBITING 

THE   AMOUNT 

OF 

Duties  and  drawbacks 

O  N 

Goods,  Wares  and  Merchandize 

IMPORTED 

Into  the  United  States,  and  exported 

therefrom,  during  the   years    1795, 

1796,   1797  and  1798. 


February  10th.   1800.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


Printed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatwet  of  the  United  States. 
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A  Statement  exhibiting  the  Amount  of  Drawback  on 
1795,   1796  and  1797;  compared  with  the 


the  fundry  Articles  exported  from  the  United  States,  in  the  Years 
Amount  of  Duties  collected  on  the  fame  refpe&ively. 


-SPECIES  OF  MERCHANDIZE.- 


On  Merchandize,  paying  a  duty 

of  Ji  per  cent  ad  valorem, 

8     ditto,  ditto, 


On  wines  at  40       - 

44  .,:•,'- 

Wines  Maderia, 

Burgundy  and  Champai 
Sherrv,      - 
St.  I.ucar, 
Lifbnn, 

Oporto,  -         - 

7  eneriffe  and  Fayal, 
Malaga, 
All  other, 
Spirits,  Foreign,  diftilled  from  Orait 
from  other  materials 
diftilled  in  the  United  States, 
from  MolalTes 
ditto,  from  domellic  produce, 
Molaffes,  .... 

Beer,  Ale  and  Porter,    - 
Teas,  Bnhea,   - 

Souchong,  -         -         - 
Hyl'on,   - 
Other  Green, 


Carritd  forward,  Dollars   6,383,015  44 


453  99 
,,781,787  40 


io-,538  89' 
662,291  62 


891,248  1 
36  . 
220  19 
30-  8 
53/'3  ' 
43,660  40 
48  32 
2.693  35 
174,59' 
28,402 
196,842  76 
2,369  22 
99,955  61 
12,432  18 
65,784 
44,899  89 
95.773 
51,976  94 
94,370  29 
38,848 
,453.643  2S 

257  69 
2  87 

127,759  .5 

29,3-5  76 

227,884  56 

28,877  96 

35.7°3  5° 

9,822  4S 


11,82-  35 
3-79' 
40,854  62 


293  41 
4,935  68 
17,056  42 


,'53.549  63 


I 
993  o'   " 
401  35 
133,500  52  1,473.793 
75  26   - 


"33.498  23    10,040  25   1-30.793  o 
896,113  29    58.523  49   869,73 


'57  23 

6,102  91 

2  34 

14  41 

68  n 

S3 

138  82 


62,566  15 
181  65 

5,982  - 


72S  95 
3>l64  9 
1,108  62 

3.321  73 
5.7° ' 
53.5'4  80 


1.56  87 

288  26 

5.237  22 

867  99 

1,856  23 

36  5 


39,618  80 
149,984  1 


65.329  79 
72,807  55 

3,872  16 
63.497  75 
42,485 
209,280  84 

63' 

.8. -.54-  38 
9,189  68 
138,096  72 
3'.o75  77 
79,016  16 
36,022  19 
90,920  89 

157.777  86: 

1,603,023  39 

743  53 
176  So 
14.5,747  69 
27,-65  8- 
185,8*1  52 
16,216  3 
82,225  98 
46,090  48 


3,330  83!   26,392  o 
22,825  65   952,540 


542  3' 


60,263 
60,779 


—SPECIES   OF  MERCHANDIZE 


52,5'7 
>34,37' 


Amount  Brornrh    f.rw.irj, 
!  Coffee, 
Chocolate 
f  Cocoa, 
L  Sugar,  Bro 

Clayed,  ■ 
Lump, 
Loaf,       - 
Othi 
.,       Tall 

Wax  and  Sper 
I  Cheefo 


'  S.iap 


7,819  89 

69,899  7° 

79  20 

7,383  «» 

1.716  '4: 

.  ?,472  52j 

16,091  34' 

10,273  95 

,869  o 


2,695  78 


6cv 


271  41 

1, 121  96 

3-57°  25 
7,68l 

2,590  85 

5,367  20 

2,079  67 


5,783 

0 

936 

130,019 

0 

89,936 

45,624 

0 

26,584 

174,920 

0 

24,562 

623 

0 

75 

90,467 

0 

22,-97 

6,964 

0 

733 

102,959 

0 

2,608 

77.250 

0 

2,6^2 

4'."39 

0 

'3,586 

'7.972 

0 

1,041 

86,685 

0 

66,613 

416,670 

0 

65,oto 

1,586,630 

0 

56,960 

37S 

0 

96 

27 

0 

'9 

I4  5,«58 

0 

1,63  1 

22,673 

0 

2,768 

145,760 

0 

3,975 

37,992 

c 

1,223 

79,126 

0 

'3,256 

45.^7 

0 

222 

---,•■5 


,666,765  21      719,633     6  6,835,595     °      860,253 


Pepper,    . 
Pimento,        - 
ojj!  Tobacco,       Manufactured 

I  Snuff,  .... 
o'l  Indigo, 
ol  Cotton, 
of  Nails, 
o§  Spikes, 

ol  Bar  and  other  Lead 
o  j!  Steel  unwrought. 
o|  H 
of  Cables, 
o'J  Tarred  cordage, 
oji  Untarred  ditto,  and  yarn, 
o'|t  Twine  and  Packthread, 

I  Glauber  falts. 

'  Salt, 

!  Coal, 
Boots. 

f  Shoes  and  flippers  of  filk 

1  All  other  (hoes, 

'  Cards, 

I  Ditto,  playing. 


Treasury  Department, 

Regijier's-Office,  February  yh.   1800.  ' 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Rafter. 


A  Statement  exhibiting  the  Amount  of  Drawback  on 
1796,   1797  and  1798;  compared  with  the 


the  fundry  Articles  exported  from  the  United  States,  in  the  Years 
Amount  of  Duties  collected  on  the  fame  refpeclively. 


All  other, 
Foreign,  diftilled  from  Orain. 

from  other  materials 

diftilled  in  the  United  States, 

from  Molafles 

ditto,  from  domeltic  produce, 

Molafles, 

Beer,  Ale  and  Porter. 
Teas,  Bohea, 

Souchong,  - 
HvCon,   - 
Other  Green, 


Carried  forward,  Dollar 


Treasury  Department, 

Regifter's-Office,  February  $th.   1800. 

JOSEPH   NOURSE,  Regjjier. 


'/ 
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LETT 


FROM     THE 


ecrrtarp  of  War, 


TO    THE 

:HAIRMAN  of  the  committee, 

Appointed  on  the  9th  of  December  laft, 

ON    SO    MUCH    OF    THE 

SPEECH  of  the  PRESIDENT, 


AS     RELATES     TO 


5  A   Syftem   of  National    Defence,    Commenfurate 
with  our  Refources,  and  the  fituation  of  our  Country." 


13th  February,  1800. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
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E  T  T  E 


War  Department, 
January  31/?,  1800. 


SIR 


1 


HAVE  the  honor  to  fubmit,  in  compliance  with 
rour  requifition,  a  few  fupplementary  obfervations,  and 
view  of  the  probable  expence  of  the  Military  Schools 
efpeclfully  recommended  to  confederation  in  my  re- 
>ort,  communicated  to  Congrefs,  by  a  meffage  dated 
he  13th  inftant,  from  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States. 

The  report  contemplates  certain  military  fchools  as 
in  effential  mean,  in  conjunction  with  a  fmall  military 
ftablifhment,  to  prepare  for,  and  perpetuate  to  the 
Jnited  States,  at  a  very  moderate  expence,  a  body  of 
cientific  officers  and  engineers,  adequate  to  any  future 
exigency,  qualified  to  discipline  for  the  field,  in  the 
horteft  time,  the  mofl  extended  armies,  and  to  give  the 
noil;  decifive  and  ufeful  effe&s  to  their  operations. 

It  is  not  conceived  the  United  States  will  ever  think 
t  expedient  to  employ  militia  upon  their  frontiers,  or  to 
?arrifon  their  fortified  places  in  time  of  peace,  nor  that 
they  will  be  difpofed  to  place  their  reliance,  for  defence, 
againfl  a  foreign  invading  enemy,  upon  militia  alone; 
jbut  that  they  will  at  all  times  maintain  a  body  of  regular 
troops,  commenfurate  with  their  ability  to  maintain  them, 
and  the  neceflity  or  policy  that  may  demand  fuch  an 
eftablifhment. 

To  qualify  and  keep  our  citizens  in  general,  of  fuit- 
able  bodily  ability,  prepared  to  take  the  field,  againft 


regular  forces,  would  demand  the  mod  radical  changes 
in  our  militia  fyftem,  and  fuch  an  uninterrupted  feries 
of  training,  difcipline  and  inftruBion,  to  be  applied,  as 
well  to  the  officers,  as  to  the  men,  as  comports  with  re- 
gular troops  only, — while  in  its  refults,  the  meafure 
would  be  found  on  account  of  the  lofs  to  the  commu- 
nity, occafioned  by  the  abftraction  from  labour  or  oc- 
cupation, and  direct  coft,  greatly  to  exceed  in  expence, 
what  would  be  required  to  fupport  a  moderate  military 
eftablifhment.  This  pofition,  which  is  thought  to  be  a 
found  one,  does  not  bring  into  view,  the  effects  of  the 
meafure  upon  the  morals,  induftry  and  habits  of  the 
citizens. 

Practically  confidered,may  wc  not  as  well  calculate  to 
be  commodioufly  lodged,  and  have  the  fcience  of  build- 
ing improved,  by  employing  every  man  in  the  commu- 
nity in  the  construction  of  houfes,  and  by  exploding 
from  fociety  as  ufelefs,  architects,  mafons  and  carpen- 
ters, as  expect  to  be  defended  efficiently  from  an  invad- 
ing enemy,  by  caufing  every  citizen  to  endeavour  to 
make  himfelf  matter  of  the  feveral  branches  of  the  art 
of  war,  and  excluding  engineers,  fcientific  officers  and 
regular  troops. 

There  is  certainly,  however,  a  fyftem  as  it  refpects 
our  militia,  which  if  reforted  to  and  perfevered  in,  may 
fecure  the  utility  of  their  fervices  in  times  of  danger, 
without  much  injury  to  the  morals,  or  materially  affect- 
ing the  general  induftry  of  the  nation. 

When  the  perfect  order  and  exact  difcipline  which 
are  effential  to  regular  troops  are  contemplated,  and 
with  what  eafe  and  precifion  they  execute  the  diffe- 
rent manoeuvres  indifpenfable  to  the  fuccefs  of  offen- 
five  or  defenfive  operations,  the  conviction  cannot  be 
refifted,  that  fuch  troops  will  always  have  a  decided  ad- 
vantage over  more  numerous  forces  compofed  of  unin- 
ftructed  militia  or  undifciplined  recruits. 

It  cannot  yet  be  forgotten,  that  in  our  revolutionary 
war,  it  was  not  until  after  feveral  years  practice  in  arms, 
and  the  extenfion  of  the  periods  for  which  our  foldiers 


tvere  at  firft  enlifted,  that  we  found  them  at  all  qualified 
to  meet  in  the  field  of  battle  thofe  to  whom  they  were 
oppofed.  The  occafional  brilliant  and  juflly  celebrated 
a6ls,  of  fomeof  our  militia,  during  that  eventful  period, 
detract  nothing  from  this  dear  bought  truth.  With  all 
the  enthufiafm  which  marked  thofe  days,  it  was  perceiv- 
ed and  univerfally  felt,  that  regular  and  difcipiined 
troops  wereindifpenfable,  end  that  it  was  utterly  unfafe 
for  us  to  truft  to  militia  alone  the  iffue  of  the  war.  The 
pofition  therefore  is  illuftrated,  that  even  in  times  of  the 
greater!  danger,  we  cannot  give  to  our  militia,  that  de- 
gree of  difcipline,  or  to  their  officers  that  degree  of  mili- 
tary fcience  upon  which  a  nation  may  fafely  hazard  its  fate. 

The  Great  Man  who  conducted  the  war  of  our  revo- 
lution, was  continually  compelled  to  conform  his  con- 
duel  to  the  circurmiances  growing  out  of  the  experi- 
mental leffons  juft  mentioned.  What  was  the  fecret  of 
his  conduct  ?  Mufi  it  be  told  ?  It  may,  and  without  ex- 
citing a  bluih  or  uneafy  fenfation  in  any  of  his  furviving 
companions  in  arms.  He  had  an  Army  of  Men,  but 
he  had  few  Officers  or  Soldiers  in  that  army.  Both 
were  to  be  formed,  which  could  not  be  effected  in  a 
fingle  campaign,  or  while  his  regiments  were  continu- 
ally returning  home,  and  like  the  waves  of  the  fea,  each 
in  their  turn  loft  in  the  abyfs  and  fucceeded  by  new 
ones.  It  was  not  till  after  he  was  furnifhed  with  a  lefs 
fluctuating  and  more  liable  kind  of  force,  that  he  could 
commence  with  a  profpect  of  advantage,  military  inftruc- 
tions  or  inforce  the  ordinances  of  difcipline  :  and  even 
then  he  felt  that  time  and  inflruflors  were  required  to 
render  his  labours  ufeful  and  enable  his  army  to  meet 
the  enemy  upon  any  thing  like  equal  terms.  Are  we  to 
profit  by  or  is  this  experience  to  be  loft  to  our  country  ? 

The  art  of  war,  which  gives  to  a  fmall  force  the  fa- 
culty to  combat  with  advantage  fuperior  numbers,  indif- 
ferently inflruBed,  is  fubjected  to  mechanical,,  geome- 
trical, moral  and  phyfical  rules;  it  calls  for  profound 
ftudy;  its  theory  is  immenfe;  the  details  infinite,  and 
its  principles  rendered  ufeful  only  by  a  happy  adaptation 


of  them  to  all  the  circumftances  of  place  and  ground, 
variouflv  combined,  to  which  they  may  be  applicable. 
Is  it  poffible  for  an  officer  of  militia,  to  obtain  a  compe- 
tent knowledge  of  thefe  things  in  the  fhort  fpace  his 
ufual  avocations  will  permit  him  to  devote  to  their  ac- 
quisition ?  Is  it  poffible  for  any  officer,  having  acquired 
a  knowledge  of  thefe  details,  this  theory  and  thefe  prin- 
ciples, to  carry  them  into  ufeful  practice  with  a  handful 
of  militia,  in  the  few  days  in  each  year  allotted  by  law 
to  trainings  and  exercifes  ?  Is  that  perfect  fubordina- 
tion  and  obedience  of  men  to  their  officers,  and  of  each 
inferior  to  his  fuperior  officer,  through  all  the  grades  of 
rank  from  the  corporal  up  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
which  forms  a  vital  principle  eiTential  to  the  energy  and 
force  of  armies,  to  be  acqu.red  by  or  communicated  to 
a  body  of  militia  organized  and  trained  according  to  our 
Jaws  ?  And  does  it  confift  with  a  humane  and  enlighten- 
ed policy  to  march  men  fo  imperfectly  inftructed  and 
difcipiined,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  the  lad  extremity,  againft 
veteran  troops  (where  this  principle  reigns  in  full  acti- 
vity )  commanded  by  fkilfu!  and  fcientific  officers  ?  Ad- 
mitting, however,  that  militia  officers  during  the  few 
months  the  law  permits  their  corps  to  be  retained  in 
dBuel  jervi'ce,  could  render  their  men  by  inceffant  in- 
firuciion  capable  of  fulfilling  the  object  of  their  deftina- 
tion  ;  yet  as  that  advantage  is  but  momentary,  as  thefe 
borrowed  infiruments  mull  be  quickly- returned  to  the 
depot  which  furnifhed  them,  as  new  ones  muft  be  re  for  t- 
ed  to  and  fucceflively  inilructed  ;  what  can  be  expecled 
from  fucha  fyftem,  but  perpetual  incoherence  between 
the  means  and  the  end,  and  certain  fhipwreck  to  the 
bed  connected  and  combined  military  projects.  This 
to  be  fure  is  the  old  {lory — it  cannot,  however,  be  too 
often  repeated,  becaufe  it  can  never  be  refuted. 

The  fecret  of  discipline,  and  the  importance  of  mi- 
litary fcience,  were  well  known  to  thofe  ancient  govern- 
ments whofe  generals  and  troops  have  filled  the  world 
with  the  fplendor  of  their  victories.  According  to 
Scipio,    nothing  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  enterpri- 


zes  fo  much  as  skill  in  the  individual  officers.  The 
feverity  of  the  Roman  difciplineis  well  underftood,  and 
the  eftimation  in  which  it  was  held  by  Coefar.  Livy  has, 
obferved,  that  fcience  does  more  in  war  than  force. 
Vi%icius,  that  it  is  neither  numbers,  nor  blind  valor 
which  infures  viclory,  but  that  it  generally  follows  ca- 
pacity and  fcience  in  war.  Machiavel,  who  has  written 
upon  military  affairs,  placed  fo  much  dependence  on 
an  exafl  difcipline,  and  military  fcience,  as  to  efface  from 
his  lift  of  great  generals,  all  thofe,  who  with  fmall 
armies,  did  not  execute  great  things :  but  to  the  com- 
mittee, it  is  unneceffary  to  repeat  the  authorities  of  ge- 
nerals and  writers  of  the  fi$ft  reputation,  to  fhew  the 
high  importance  attached  to  military  fcience  and  difci- 
pline  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  or  refort  to  hiftory  for 
evidence  of  its  effects.  They  muft  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  fatte,  and  no  doubt  will  give  them  their  due 
weight  in  confidering  the  fubje&s  now  before  them. 

There  is  however  an  authority,  fo  much  in  point 
relative  to  the  effentiality  of  the  inftitution  in  queftion, 
that  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention  it. 

The  Marfhal  de  Puifegur,  who  has  left  an  excellent 
treatife  on  the  art  of  war,  the  refult  of  his  experience, 
obferves : 

"  I  have  been  perhaps  at  as  many  fieges  as  any  of  thofe 
infervice,  and  in  all  forts  of  grades;  as  fubaltern  I  have 
commanded  troops  and  working  parties  in  a  fiege ;  as 
Major  I  have  conducted  to  the  trenches  and  pofls  to 
which  they  were  deftined  troops  and  labourers ;  I  have 
been  Major  of  Brigade,  Marfhal  de  camp,  and  Lieu- 
tenant General :  however,  as  I  have  not  learned  forti- 
fication, my  practice  has  not  enabled  me  to  acquit  my- 
felf  in  conducing  attacks,  fo  that  I  fhould  be  obliged 
to  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  inftrucied  in  many  things  by  the 
lights  of  Engineers,  their  praclice  being  founded  upon 
principles  which  are  known  to  them,  an  advantage  I 
have  not  in  this  branch  of  war." 

This  is  the  candid  acknowledgement  of  a  man  who 
had  ferved  fixty  years  in  the  army,  who    had  learned 
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the  military  art  under  a  father,  that  in  forty  years  fer- 
vice,  had  been  prefent  at  two  hundred  fieges,  and 
who  had  himfelf  palfed  through  all  the  military  grades, 
and  arrived  frcm  an  inferior  to  a  fuperior  rank,  but 
after  having  deferved  each  fucceffive  promotion  by 
fome  diftinguifhed  action. 

A  (light  attention  to  circumftances,  and  the  actual 
pofition  of  our  country,  muft  lead  to  the  conviction, 
that  a  well  connected  feries  of  fortifications,  is  an  ob- 
ject of  the  highelt  importance  to  the  United  States, 
not  only  as  thefe  will  be  conducive  to  the  general  fecu— 
rity,  but  as  a  mean  of  leffening  the  neceffity,  and 
confequently  the  expence  of  a  large  military  eftablifh- 
ment. 

By  (trongly  fortifying  our  harbours  and  frontiers,  we 
may  reafonably  expect,  either  to  keep  at  a  diftance 
the  calamities  of  war,  or  render  it  lefs  injurious  when 
it  mall  happen.  It  is  behind  thefe  ponderous  maffes 
only,  that  a  fmall  number  of  men  can  maintain  them- 
felves  for  a  length  of  time  againfl  fuperior  forces.  Im- 
pofing  therefore  upon  an  enemy,  who  may  have  every 
thing  to  tranfport  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  the  neceffity  of 
undertaking  long  and  hazardous  fieges,  encreafes  the 
chances  againfl:  his  undertaking  them  at  all,  or  if  he 
does,  in  defpite  of  fuch  circumftances,  infures  to  us 
the  time  he  mufc  confume  in  his  operations,  to  rally 
our  means  to  a  point  and  unite  our  efforts  to  refift  him. 

We  muft  not  conclude  from  thefe  brief  obfervations, 
that  the  fervices  of  the  Engineer  is  limited  to  conftruct- 
ing,  connecting,  confolidating,  and  keeping  in  repair 
fortifications.  This  is  but  a  iingle  branch  of  their  pro- 
feffion,  though  indeed  a  moft  important  one.  Their 
utility  extends  to  almoft  every  department  of  war,  and 
every  description  of  general  officers,  befides  embracing 
whatever  refpefts  public  buildings,  roads,  bridges, 
canals  and  all  fuch  works  of  a  civil  nature.  I  confi- 
der  it  therefore  of  vaft  confequence  to  the  United 
States,  that  it  fhould  form  in  its  own  bofom,  and  out  of 
its  own  native  materials,  men  qualified  to  place  the 


country  in  a  proper  poflure  of  defence,  to  infufe  fcience 
into  our  army,  and  give  to  our  fortifications  that  de- 
gree of  force,  connection  and  perfection,  which  can 
alone  counterbalance  the  fuperiority  of  attack  over 
defence. 

With  thefe  advantages  in  profpeft,  is  it  not  incum- 
bent upon  us  to  haften  with  all  reafonable  diligence, 
the  commencement  and  completion  of  an  inftitution 
effential  to  realize  them.  And  are  expenditures  which 
give  fuch  valuable  refults,  to  be  otherwife  viewed  than 
as  real  ceconomy.  It  is  a  well  known  faB,  that  England 
had  neither  native  artillerifts  or  engineers  before  the 
time  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  till  after  fhe 
eftablifhed  military  fchools. 

I  fhall  nowr,  having  refpeclfully  fubrnitted  thefe  ob- 
servations, prefent  an  eftimate  of  the  expence  of  the 
military  fchools  which  it  appears  to  me  ought  to  be  im- 
mediately inftituted. 

Agreeably  to  the  plan  of  the  military  academy, 
the  directors  thereof  are  to  be  officers  taken  from  the 
army,  confequently  no  expence  will  be  incurred  by 
fuch  appointments. 

The  plan  alfo  contemplates,  that  officers  of  the  army, 
cadets  and  non-commiffioned  officers,  fhall  receive  in- 
ftruQion  in  the  academy.  As  the  rations  and  fuel 
which  thefe  are  entitled  to  in  the  army,  will  fuffice  for 
them  in  the  academy,  no  additional  expence  will  be 
required  for  thefe  objects  of  maintenance  while  there. 

The  expences  of  fervants  and  certain  incidental 
charges  relative  to  the  police  and  adminiftration  may 
be  defrayed  by  thofe  who  fhall  be  admitted  out  of  then- 
pay  and  emoluments. 

According  to  the  plan  contemplated,  fifty  officers, 
cadets,  or  non-commiffioned  officers  may  be  annually 
inftruBed  in  the  fundamental  fchool  and  an  equal  num- 
ber in  the  fchool  of  artillerifts  and  engineers;  the  only 
fchools  which  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  bring  into  ope- 
ration. 


To  inftrucl:   thefe  may  require,  when   both   fchools 
are  in  full  activity,  the  following  profeffors,  viz  : 

In  the  Fundamental  School. 

Dols.  Cts. 
2.  Profeffors  of  Mathematics,  at  800  Dols. 

per  annum,  and  2  rations  per  day,  3848  20 

2.  Ditto,  of  Geography,  and   Natural   Phi- 

lofophy,  -  - 

1.  Ditto,  of  Chemiflry, 
l.  Defigning  and  Drawing  Matter, 

5>344  60 

In  the  School  of  Ar tiller ijls  and,  Engineers. 

1.   Profeffor  of  Mathematics,  at  800  Dols. 

per  annum,  and  2  rations  per  day,  -  924  10 
1.  Ditto,  of  Geography  and  Natural    Phi- 

lofophy,  -  -  -  924  10 

j.  Ditto,  of  Chemiftry,  -  -  924  10 

1.  Ditto,  of  Architecture,  -  -       924   10 

2.  Defigning  and   Drawing  Matters,  at  600 

Dols.  per  annum,  and  2  rations  per  day,    1448  20 

5,144  60 


1848 

20 

924 

IO 

724 

10 

Total,         10,489  20 

The  cod  of  the  buildings  for  thefe  two  fchools,  as 
the  one  or  the  other  of  the  annexed  plan  fliall  be 
adopted  will  be,  viz : 

Plan  by  John  Foncin,  Engineer. 

For  the  Fundamental  School.  l9A'lZ 

The  School  of  Artillerifts  and  Engineers, 
fuppofed  to  coft  an  equal  fum,  -  1 9,4  2  3 

38,846 


ir 

Plan  by   B.  H.  Latrobe,  civil  Architect  and  Engineer. 
For  the  Fundamental  School,  40,000 

The  School  of  Artillerifts  and  Engineers, 

fuppofed  tocoft  an  equal  fum,  -  40,000 

80.000 

It  may  be  proper  to  remind  the  Committee  that  no 
appropriation  for  the  fchool  of  engineers  and  artillerifts 
will  be  required  perhaps  thefe  two  years,  or  till  after  the 
completion  of  the  Fundamental  School. 

The  Secretary  takes  occafion  alfo  to  mention,  that 
the  laws  have  already  made  provifion  for  four  teachers 
or  profeffors  to  the  artillerifts  and  engineers,  at  a  falary 
of  eighty  dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day, 
which  may  be  confidered  equivalent  to  four  thou  fan  d 
three  hundred  and  thirty  fix  dollars,  and  forty-fix  cents 
per  annum,  and  that  the  act.  providing  for  raifing  and 
organizing  a  corps  of  artillerifts  and  engineers,  pafled  the 
9th  May,  1794,  makes  it  "  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  provide,  at  the  public  expence,  under  fuch 
regulations,  as  fhall  be  directed  by  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States,  the  neceffary  books,  inftruments,  and 
apparatus  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  faid  corps." 

According  to  the  plan  and  eftimate  of  the  buildings 
by  Mr-  Foncin,  the  two  fchools  will  cod  thirty-eight 
thoufand  eight-hundred  and  forty-fix  dollars. 

According  to  the  plan  and  eftimate  by  Mr.  Latrobe, 
the  two  fchools  will  cod  eighty  thoufand  dollars. 

The  modification  of  the  two  regiments  of  artillerifts 
and  engineers,  will  liberate  twenty  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  dollars  annually. 

The  eftablilhment  of  the  two  fchools  will  liberate  the 
falaries  of  the  four  teachers  before  mentioned,  or  four 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirly-fix  dollars  annually. 

The  books,  apparatus  and  inftruments  directed  to  be 
provided  for  the  ufe  of  the  artillerifts  and  engineers, 
are  confidered  as  an  adequate  offsett  for  the  books,  ap- 
paratus and   inftruments    required  for  the  ufe  of  the 
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fchools ;  confequently  no  charge  has  been  Hated  in  the 
eftimate  for  thefe  objects. 

If,  therefore,  we  oppofe  the  funis  thus  annually  li- 
berated to  the  annual  falary  of  the  profeflbrs  and  ori-  . 
ginal  coft  of  the  buildings,  whichever  of  the  plans  is 
adopted,  we  fhall  find  the  meafure  propofed,  viewed 
merely  in  the  light  of  an  operation  of  finance,  to  refult 
in  a  confiderable  faving  to  the  United  States. 

An  individual  would  think  it  a  good  bargain  to  re- 
ceive twenty-five  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety-^ 
one  dollars,  annually,  the  fum  liberated,  and  to  give  in .1 
lieu  thereof  ten  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fixty-fix 
dollars,  annually,  the  falary  of  the  profeflbrs,  and  a 
principal  fum  equal  to  the  coft  of  the  buildings.  In 
other  words,  he  would  receive  fourteen  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  annually,  which  is 
equivalent  at  fix  per  cent,  to  a  capital  or  principal  of 
two  hundred  and  forty-five  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fixteen  dollars;  a  fum  greatly  exceeding  the  eflimated 
coft  of  the  buildings  upon  either  eftimate. 

The  committee  while  they  perceive  that  the  feed; 
which  it  is  now  propofed  to  fow,  is  to  yield  a  future 
harveft,  will  at  the  fame  time,  juftiy  appreciate  the  va- 
rious beneficial  confequences  which  muff,  refult  from 
the  immediate  adoption,  and  the  ftriking  inconvenien- 
cies  and  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  a  poftponement 
of  tne  meafure. 

Whether  our  country  is  to  be  plunged  into  a  war  or 
enjoy  for  a  length  of  time  the  bleffings  of  peace  and  in- 
terior tranquility  ;  whether  the  portentous  events  which 
have  afflicled  Europe,  and  in  their  progrefs  threatened 
the  United  States  are  to  fubfide  into  a  fettled  ftate  of 
things;  whether  the  bleffings  of  peace  and  the  cuftoma- 
ry  relations  among  the  tranfatlantic  powers,  are  to  take 
place,  or  hoftilities  fhali  be  continued  protracled  and 
extended  beyond  their  prefent  limits,  in  either  view  it  is 
equally  a  fuggeftion  of  policy  and  wifdom  to  improve 
our  means  of  defence,  and  give  as  much  perfection  a? 
poffible  to  fuch  eftablifhments  as  may  be   conceive( 
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effential  to  the  maintenance  of  our  rights  and  fecurity 
from  infults. 

The  unavoidable  collifions  growing  out  of  trade  and 
the  reciprocal  reftri&ions  of  great  commercial  (rates; 
the  apprehenfions  and  jeaioufies  natural  to  powers  pos- 
feffing  contiguous  territory;  the  inefficacy  of  religion  and 
morality  to  controul  the  paffions  of  men,  or  the  intereft 
and  ambition  of  nations;  the  impoffibiiity  at  times,  for 
governments  to  adjuft  their  differences  or  preferve  their 
rights  without  making  facrifices  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  the  hazards  and  calamities  of  war;  all  thefe 
confederations,  illuflratedby  volumes  of  examples,  teach 
the  foundnefs  of  the  axiom,  Si  vis  pacem  para  helium. 
And  what  time  more  proper  to  prepare  the  materials  for 
war,  than  a  time  of  peace,  or  more  urgent  than  that 
in  which  a  nation  is  threatened  with  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  the  greateft  refpefr, 
S    I    R, 

Your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

JAMES  M'HENRY, 


Harrifon  &.  Otis,  Efq. 
Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Defence. 


} 


Secretary  of  War. 


'        LETT 


FROM    THE 

SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

AND    THE 

SECRETARY  and  COMPTROLLER 

OF    THE 

TREASURY, 

TRANSMITTING    A 

REPORT 

ON    THE    CLAIM    OF 

SETH  HARDING, 

Made  in  purfuance  of  an  aft,  intituled  ec  An  aft  for  the 

relief  of  the  Refugees  from  the  Britifh  Provinces 

of  Canada,  and  Nova-Scotia." 


17th  February,  1800. 
Referred  to  Mr.  LIVINGSTON, 
Mr.  PINCKNEY,  and 
,       Mr.  GRISWOLD. 


[Publijhed  by  order  of  tht  Houjc  of  Reprefentatives.'] 
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Treasury-Department, 
February  l^th^  1800. 

SIR, 


E  have  the  honor  to  tranfmit  a  report  on  the 
Claim  of  Seth  Harding,  in  purfuance  of  the  a6l  enti- 
tled "  An  aft:  for  the  relief  of  the  Refugees  from  the 
Britifh  Provinces  of  Canada,  and  Nova  Scotia." 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  perfect  refpecl:. 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  fervants, 

JAMES  M'HENRY. 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 
JOHN  STEELE. 


Ths  Honorable  the  Speaker  of  the    1 
Houfe  of  Representatives. 


^^^=^^^^^^^%^^=^^^^^^^^ 


REPORT. 


The  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Secretary  and  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  Treafury,  in  purfuance  of  the  aU  paffed  on  the 
Seventh  day  of  April,  1798,  entitled  "  An  aB  for  the 
relief  of  the  Refugees  from  the  Britifh  Provinces  of 
Canada,  and  Nova-Scotia'  Refpeclfully  fubmit  to  Con~ 
grefs  the  following  fpecial 

REPORT,— 

on   the   Claim  of   Seth   Harding. 

THE  following  fa&s  appear  to  be  fatisfaftorily  efta- 
blifhed. 

lft.  That  the  Claimant  removed  from  Norwich  in 
Connecticut,  in  the  year  1771  to  Liverpool  in  Nova 
Scotia,  and  carried  with  him  perfonal  property  of  the 
value  of  about  two  thoufand  dollars. 

2d.  That  he  was  for  feveral  years  a  Member  of  the 
General  AfTembly,  and  in  the  year  1773,  was  appoint- 
ed a  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and  one  of  thejuftices  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  for  Queens  County,  in  faid 
Province; — that  he  lived  in  apparently  eafy  and  pros- 
perous circumftances,  on  an  income  which  is  declared 
by  the  claimant  to  have  amounted  to  about  five  hundred 
dollars  per  annum. 

3d.  That  he  privately  retired  from  Nova  Scotia,  in 
Auguft  1775,  with  an  inconfiderable  proportion  of  his 
property ; — that  the  refidue  left  behind  was  fold  at 
public  auclion  by  the  commander  of  a  Britifh  floop  of 
war,  as  the  property  of  an  enemy,  and  that  no  part 
thereof  was  afterwards  recovered  by  the  claimant. 

4th.  That  the  intention  of  the  claimant  as  declared  at 


tfye  time  of  his  return  to  Connec~licut,  was  to  engage 
aj^ively  on  the  fide  of  this  country,  in  the  war  which 
hud  then  commenced  with  Great  Britain. 

5th.  That  the  claimant  during  the  late  war  command- 
ed the  Brigantine  Defence,  equiped  by  the  (late  of 
Connecticut;  alfo.the  ftate  fliip  Oliver  Cromwell,  and 
was  afterwards  promoted  to  command  the  United 
States  Frigate  Confidcncy  ; — that  in  every  fervice  he 
was  diftinguimed  as  a  brave,  enterprizing  and  fuccefs-1 
ful  commander,  until  the  year  1781,  when  the  Confi-| 
dency  was  captured  by  a  greatly  fuperior  force,  and 
that  the  court  of  enquiry  who  inveftigated  the  caufes  of 
faid  capture  reported  that  the  conduct  of  the  claimant 
had  been  proper  and  becoming  his  (ration. 

6th.  That  early  in  1776,  while  he  was  commander 
of  the  Brigantine  Defence,  the  claimant  captured  three 
veffels  having  on  board  a  regiment  of  troops;  five  thou- 
fand  (lands  of  arms,  befides  fupplies  of  ammunition, 
tents  and  military  cloathing,  which  at  that  time  were  of 
effential  importance  to  the  public  defence.  That  fub- 
fequently  other  valuable  prizes  were  made,  and  that 
during  the  war  about  eleven  hundred  foldiers  and  fea- 
men  were  captured  by  veffels  commanded  by  the  clai- 
mant. 

7th.  That  owing  to  the  depreciation  of  the  public 
currency,  the  iniolvency  of  prize  agents,  and  other 
casualties  the  claimant  has  at  no  time  derived  the  emo- 
luments, which  might  have  been  reafonably  expected 
as  the  refill t  of  his  perfeverence,  bravery  and  good  for- 
tune as  a  naval  commander. 

8th.  That  the  claimantis  now  in  a  flate  of  poverty, 
unable  from  age  to  fupport  himfelf  by  exertions  of  indu- 
ftry;  and  that  the  reprefentation  made  by  himfelf  is 
believed  to  be  true;  namely  that  he  is  indebted  more 
than  one  thoufand  dollars  chiefly  in  confequence  of 
ficknefs  in  his  family. 

Upon  the  facts  before  fiated,  and  with  reference  to 
the  fcale  of  compenfation  eftabliihed  by  the  acl  of  Con- 
grefs  above  recited,  we  refpeclfully  fubmit  it  as  our 
opinion  that  a  grant  ought   to  be   made  in  favour  of 


Seth  Harding,  of  two  thoufand  acres  of  land,  to  be  lo 
cated  in  fuch  manner  as   Congrefs  may  be   pleafed  t> 
prefcnbe. 

All  which  is  refpetlfully  fubmitted  by 

JAMES  M'HENRY, 

Secretary  of  War. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treafury. 

JOHN  STEELE, 

Comptroller  of  the  Treafury. 


Treafury ^Department,      \ 
February  15th,  1800.    J 


"^w. 


LETTER 


FROM    THE 


Secretary  of  the  Treafury, 

TRANSMITTING 

A    LETTER 

FROM    THE 

COMPTROLLER, 

ACCOMPANIED    WITH 

AN   ABSTRACT 

OF    THE 

COMPENSATIONS 

of    The 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  CUSTOMS^ 

FOR    THE  YEAR    1 799- 


loth  March)    1 8 00. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


/ 


Printed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States, 


Treasury  Department, 
March  $th,   1800 

SIR, 

HAVE  the  honor  to  tranfmit  a  letter  from  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treafury,  dated  the  7th  inftant, 
vith  an  abflrad  of  the  Compenfations  of  the  offi* 
:ers  of  the  cuftoms,  for  the  year  1799. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  perfedl  refpect, 
SIR, 
Your  obedient  fervant 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 
[The  Honorable 
The  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 


I 


Treasury  Department, 
Comptroller's  Office  >  March  ^th,   1800. 

SIR, 


HEREWITH  lay  before  you  two  abftrafts  of 
the  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  for 
the  year  1799,  and  requeft  that  you  will  be  pleafed' 
to  tranfmit  them  to  the  Legiflature. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
SIR, 
With  very  great  refpecl:, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

JOHN  STEELE, 

The  Honorable 

Oliver  Wolcott,  Efq. 


ABSTRACT  of  Official  Emoluments  and  Expenditures  of  the  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms  of  the  United  States, 

Tranfmitted  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treafury,   in  conformity  to  an  Acl  of  Congrcfs,  pajjed  the  fecond  day  of  March,   A.  D.  1 799- 


Portlmouth, 
Newberry  Port, 


Plymnuth, 
Bamftable, 

Nantucket, 

New  Bedford, 
Dighton,  - 
Tork,    - 

Ihddch.r.r-, 

|Portland, 


rhonus  Martin, 

Dudley  A.  Tyng,(i 

WilJiam  Tuck,    - 
Jofeph  Hiller,     - 


William  Watfon, 
Jofeph  Otis, 
Stephen  HulTcy, 
John  Peafe,  - 
Edward  Pope, 
rlodijah  Baylies, 
feph  Tucker, 

Nathaniel  Fofdick, 


than  Titcomb, 


SURVEYORS. 


Michael  Hodge, 
Samuel  Whittemc 


Thomas  Melvill, 


Portfmouth,  - 
Newberry  Port, 
Glouceftcr,     - 


M.nhlcl.ead, 
Bolton, 


Plymouth, 
-      liable,     - 
Sherburne, 
Edgartown,     - 
New-Bedford, 

York,      '    - 
Biddeford,       - 
Portland,     - 


FOR  WHAT  PERIOD. 


EMOLUMENTS. 

EXPENDITURES. 

B  A  I.  A 

N  C  E  S. 

w, 

Fers. 

Ci.iv.inijJ'.n. 

Km*  and 

Penalties. 

Amount. 

Clcrt-kirc. 

Stationary. 

Offiee  Rent 
and  Fuel. 

Otter  Official 
Expenjh.  ' 

A.noant. 

In  Favor  of 
the  Uffi.ee. 

Officer. 

Dels.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.   CtS. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  ets. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts, 

Dols.  cts. 

DnlsTcl^ 

"DTTsTTts: 

150 

S7»  7> 

■»734  17 

2,462  88 

500 

7°  55 

55 

625  55 

'.837  33 

541  47i 

741    47" 

26  46 

3° 

56  46 

685    1 ; 

250 

45^   15 

702    15 

4  5° 

34  5° 

667  65 

1,566  32 

2,312  94 

656 

64  94 

64  37 

9  96 

795  27 

1,517  67 

I  JO 

686  27 

836  37 

32  47 

22   18 

4  99 

59  64 

776  73 

2JO 

563  8. 

- 

8 1  2;    81 

10  54 

45  63 

56  17 

757   64 

250 

938   11 

and  CorailTi. 

1,188    11 

212 

51    70 

54 

317  70 

870  41 

250 

150  40 

400  40 

4  5° 

20 

19  68 

44  18 

356   22 

1,217   10 

3.752     1 

4,969   11 

1,279  62 

52  17 

59  9° 

1,448  69 

3.520  42 

150 

1,217   10 

1,367    .0 

160 

17  40 

19  96 

207  36 

I.1S9   74 

I  JO 

165   10 

315    10 

7  25 

25 

6 

38  25 

276  85 

150 

398  80 

495     6 

1,043  86 

90 

8,-    50 

-  227  50 

816  36 

4>529  54 

7,012  46 

92  52 

■1.634  52 

4.3:° 

221  .40 

337  26 

4,878  66 

6,755   86 

4,iSS     4 

92  52 

4,280  56 

93     9 

142  67 

24 

236 

4,044  56 

3,.o6     6 

79  25 

3.'85  31 

300 

44   89 

"5 

45  82 

5°5  7' 

2,679  60 

1-0 

44'   79 

33«  12 

927  91 

47 

'4 

93 

834  9' 

■5° 

40  73 

54  "7 

246  90 

40 

10 

24 

74 

172  90 

150 

489  63 

270  66 

91a  29 

16 

18 

J° 

64 

846  29 

290  22 

44S  69 

- 

8S8  91 

10  50 

10  50 

878  41 

250 

116  20 
'.09'  33 

112     8 
1.344  45 

" 

478   28 
2.535  78 

42 

22     5 

-5 

40 

98 

2>  7     5 

2.3 '8  73 

1,351   61 

1,646  36 

2.997  97 

400 

■5 

100  72 

545    72 

2,452  25 

ABSTRACT  of  Official  Emoluments  and  Expenditures  of  the  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms  of  the  United  States, 
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STATES. 

DISTRICTS. 

COLLECTORS. 

NAVAL 
OFFICERS. 

SURVEYORS. 

PLACES  OF 
ABODE. 

FOR  WHAT  PERIOD. 

EMOLUMENTS. 

EXPENDITURES. 

BALANCES. 

Salary. 

Fees. 

Cmmiflim. 

Finis  ami 
Penalties. 

Amount* 

Clerk-hire. 

— > 

OffietRint 

and  Fuel. 

Other  Official 

Expenfes. 

Amount. 

In  F.ni'.r  of 

the  Officer. 

*&? 

Dols.  cjs. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  CIS. 

Dols.  Ctt. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dels.  cts. 

Dols.  cts, 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Massachusetts, 

Portland, 

James  Lunt,         - 

Portland, 

Hath, 

William  Wibb, 

Bath, 

From  ill  Jan.  to  1  ft  Dec.  1799, 

100 

578  54 

355  6; 

1,034   10 

2!   49 

51 

25 

97  49 

936  70 

WHcaffet, 

Fran,  ia  Co*, 

Wifcaffet, 

644  14 

53*  48 

1,276  62 

5° 

171 

i,ioS  62 

lYnobfo.it, 

fohnLee,        - 

Penobfcott, 

150 

325  47 

265  23 

740  70 

256 

42  50 

378  5° 

362  20 

hmai      1    ., 

Mclatiah  Jordan, 

Frenchman's-bay, 

— 

150 

78  41 

234  67 

5° 

16  28 

3° 

7 

103   28 

Machiai, 

■s"r Smith,  (a. 

Machiaa, 

150 

65   '5 

'  38 

216   53 

16 

7  47 

26 

49  47 

167  '6 

Paffi niody,    - 

L  1.  Delefl  mier, 

Paflamaquody, 

— 

250 

230  76 

492     6 

5  2° 

44  7° 

49  90 

442   16 

Jolhua  Ilcail,      - 

Waldorjorough, 

■ 

fofiah  Rcid, 

Thomafton, 

tpfwich, 

Ipfwich, 

— 

250 

57  4° 

21   7; 

329  '5 

8  46 

15  5° 

3  5° 

27   46 

,01   69 

New] , 

Willi.,..,  Ell.ry,      - 

Robert  Crookc,  (9.) 

)aniel  Lyman, 
laniel  E.  Updike, 

Newport, 
^orth-Kingfton, 

z 

150 

150 

150 

22J 

748  55 
669  344 
425   12 
19  66i 

1,729  63 

575    >2 
244  661 

900 

58  75 
21   33! 
4  5" 

53  33i 
33  66; 
37  25 
18 

2  95S 

1,015      4 
55       •' 

41   75 

1,613   M 
764  34 
533  3" 
224  66± 

Thomas  Arnold, 

iaft-Grccnwich, 

— 

250 

I J   22 

2  75 

'7  75 

75 

21   25 

M3  97 

Warren, 

25O 

40  45 

290  45 

7? 

261   35 

Samuel  Bofworth, 

Brillol, 

— 

250 

70  94 

3:0  94 

2  to 

23  20 

4  5« 

29  86 

291     8 

George  Stillman, 

Pawcatuck, 

150 

2    50 

2  50 

2  50 

150 

Providence, 

eremiah  Olnejr, 

'rovidence, 

— 

524   38 

2,378  81 

2,903   19 

1,404  50 

88  38 

68  74 

8a 

1,562  44 

'.34°  75 

Ebcn.  Thomfon, 

— 

150 

523  88 

673  88 

150 

44  '9i 

45  *<H 

82 

240  27-; 

433  6o\ 

William  Barton, 

552  62 

702  62 

M7 

■4   7! 

35  5° 

197  25 

5°5  37 

Jofcph  Abome, 

Patuxet, 

150 

12  50 

162  50 

86 

15    86 

146  (.4 

Connecticut, 

,  | 

cdh.  Huntington, 

^ew-London, 

— 

>.3'»     7 

2,439  22 

3>757  19 

- 

66  70 

44  34 

25  63 

136  67 

3,620  62 

slathaniel  Richards, 

— 

150 

373  29 

523  29 

25   16 

47  73 

35  75 

108  64 

414  65 

Jonathan  Palmer, 

Stonington, 

- 

■5° 

240  98 

2  50 

43  5° 

66 

174  ys 
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STATES. 

DISTRICTS. 

COLLECTORS. 

NAVAL 
OFFICERS. 

SURVEYORS. 

PLACES  OF 
ABODE. 

FOR  WHAT  PERIOD. 

EMOLUMENTS. 

EXPENDITURES. 

B  A  L  A  N  C  E  S. 

Salary. 

Feel. 

Commiffion. 

Fine*  ami 
Penalties. 

Amount. 

Clirl-hire. 

Stationary. 

Office  Rent 
ami  Fuel. 

Other  Official 
Expenfes. 

Amount. 

In  Favor  of 
the  Officer, 

Again/!  the 
Officer. 

Dols.  era. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dol;,.  CtS. 

Dol..  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

DjIs.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

D.ils.  CtS. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.   Cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Connecticut, 

Mew-Haven,       - 

David  Ajiftin, 

New-Haven, 

From  1 11  Jan.  to  3 1  It  Dec.  1  799, 

150 

793  44 

1,065     82; 

2,009   26i 

390 

49^5" 

148   84 

588     9 

1,421      ill 

William  Munfon, 

492     6 

642     6 

78  25 

9  95 

45   -5 

25  47 

158  92 

483     I4" 

Fairfield, 

Samuel  Smcdley, 

Fairfield, 

3°7  75 

348    62 

806  37 

58  67 

36  78 

17 

187  45 

6l8    9! 

2.774  ii 

Middletown, 

Ch.  Whittelfey,  (3. 

Middletown, 

— 

150 

988  38 

1,763       2 

12  50 

2,013   90 

.7  63 

77   16 

35 

■39  79 

Lamb.  Cooper, 

— 

150 

287 

12  50 

449  5° 

37 

.6  50 

25 

■9 

97  5° 

352 

Richard  Dickinfon, 

Saybrook, 

382   12 

8  76 

35 

47  85 

91  61 

Solomon  Porter, 

Hartford, 

86  20 

23O   20 

5° 

2  71 

54  7i 
263 

181  49 
87 

Vermont, 

South-Hero, 

David  Rnlfcll, 

South-Hero,     - 

— 

250 

100 

35° 

258 

5 

New-York,     - 

Sag-Harbour,     - 

Henry  P.  Dering, 

Sag-Harbour, 

— 

200 

78   10 

45  5s 

323  66 

39     5 

10  62 

30 

79  67 

:43  99 

New-York, 

Jolhua  Sands,  (4.) 

Richard  Rogers,  (5) 

John  Laflier, 

New-York, 

E 

7,641   78i 
7,>5°  78 
5.413  94 

7,694  68 

15,336  46 
5.4 '3  94 

8,797  83^ 

l',2So 

1.547  35 
5i5   78 
23  45 

483  98 
161   33 

224  75 

9 

10,838   16} 
2,187   >t 
1,498  20 

4,498  30 
4,963  67 
3,9i5  74 

Champlain, 

M.  L.  Woolfey, 

250 

252   10 

83  41 

585   51 

6  25 

31 

57  25 

528  26 

Eiudfon, 

Henry  Malcolm, 

f.  C.  Tenbroeck, 
Henry  I.  Bogart, 

Hudfon, 

Albany, 
Pcrth-Amboy, 

= 

150 

ISO 

98  23I 

3"  4° 

253   11 

5'  '    3  Y\ 
181  40 

? 

5 

5° 

50 

69 

432  34i 

New-Jersey,     - 

\rth-Amboy, 

John  Hallted,     - 



I  JO 

190  20 

93     5 

433  25 

15 

60 

75 

353  25 

Turlington, 

Mofes  Hempton, 

Burlington, 

Great  Egg-Harbour, 

Alexander  Freeland, 

From  r  July  to  31  Dec.  1799, 

7- 

34  94 

100  94 

6 

54 

60 

49  94 

Eli  Elmer, 

Bridge-Town, 

From  1  Jan.  to  31  Dec.  1799, 

11   70 

298     2 

21  55 

5  -5 

60  80 

237   22 

William  Watfon, 

Little  Egg-Harbour, 

From  1  Sep.  to  3 1  Dec.  1 799, 

5° 

35 

6;     5 

9  2S 

9  25 

52   80 

■hiladelphia, 

George  Latimer, 

Wm.  Macpherfon, 

Philadelphia, 

From  1  Jan.  to  3  1  Dec.  1  799, 

4.677  84 
4,504  87 

8,863  57 

293     4 
=93     4 

13.834  45 
4.797  9' 

6,060  69 

294  51 
89  29 

648  52 
216  17 

311  69 

23 

7,3'5  4i 
1,828  46 

6,519     4 
2,969  4 J 

Del,w.rE,       . 

Wilmington, 

William  Jackfon, 

2,989  49 

293  94 

3,283  43 

(■47 

3°  33 

118  38 

795  7i 

:,4S7    7; 

Allen  M'Lanc, 

Wilmington,        - 

— 

22; 

831   80 

2,680  14 

3.736  94 

736 

104  92 

98  93 

252  75 

1,192  60 

2,544  34 
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STATES. 

DISTRICTS. 

COLLECTORS. 

NAVAL 
OFFICERS. 

SURVEYORS. 

PLACES  OF 
RESIDENCE. 

FOR  WHAT  PERIOD. 

E  M  0  L  U  M  E  N  T  S. 

f.XPE 

NDITURES. 

B  A    .  A  N  C  E  S. 

Salary. 

Feu. 

Commijfiori, 

Fines  and 
Penalties. 

Amount. 

Clerh-hire. 

Stationary. 

Office  Rent 
ami  Fuel. 

Other  Official 
Expenfes. 

Amount. 

In  Favor  of 
the  Offi.n: 

Againjl  the 
Officer. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  ft.. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Maryland,     - 

Baltimore,       - 

Robert  Purviance, 

Nathaniel  Ramfey, 

Daniel  Delozier, 

Baltimore,       - 

From  lfl  Jan.  to  1  ft  Dec. 

'799. 

5,691   72 
5.175     7 
4,123  98 

10,655     7 

16,346    79 
5. '75      7 
4,123    98 

5.949     3 
1,198   50 

63o  86 

123  41 

483  9' 

I2J       6 

63  72 

S°7 
97  65 
37   >2 

7,611    80 

1,671  4' 

224   25 

8,734  P9 

3,498  66 
3.899  73 

Chefter, 

Jer.  Nichols,  (to.) 

- 

Chcfter,     - 



137  50 

37  93 

38S  49 

100 

285  49 

Oxford,     - 

Robert  Banning, 

Oxford, 

— 

113  60 

26  26 

339  8« 

60 

16 

90 

4 

170 

169  86 

Vienna, 

James  Frazier,     - 

Vienna,     - 

218  25 

■4     5 

5° 

4  50 

204   50 

Snow  Hill, 

William  Sclbv, 

Snow-Hill,      - 



150 

26  94 

400  97 

4 

20 

3S0  r, 

Annapolis,     - 

John  Randall',     - 

Nottingham, 

George  Bifcoe,   (6.) 

Charles  Chilton, 

Nottingham,     - 

- 

I  JO 

56  76 
11    75 

5     9 

=5 

186  85 
161   75 

5 
5° 

3° 
53  33 

1 

36 

53  83 

250  35 
107   92 

Manjemoy, 

John  C.  Jones, 

Nanjemoy,     - 

— 

48  45 

3     3 

301  48 

240 

2  25 

59  23 

Saint  Mary's, 

Robert  Chertey,  - 

Saint  Mary's,     - 

From  24  May  to  31  Dec. 

'799. 

151     8 

152     8 

40 

112     8 

Richaad  Jordon, 

Lewellenfburg, 

Georgetown, 

James  M.  Lingan, 

Georgetown, 

From  1  ft  Jan.  to  31  ft  Dec. 

1799, 

150 

let;  90 

61   10 

321 

460 

10  76 

124  34 

- 

595  '° 

274  10 

Havre  de  Grace, 

Roger  Boyce, 

Havre  de  Grace, 

Virginia,    -    - 

William  Kcrby, 

Hampton, 
Norfolk,       - 

Norfolk, 

Dtway  Byrd, 



1,770     9 

3,822  38 

5.592  47 

1,300 

150  87 

'59  99 

ij 

1,625  86 

3,966  61 

Philn.  Gatewood, 

Daniel  Beddinger, 

- 

1.77°     9 

'.77°     9 

50  29 

53  33 

10 

313  62 

',45"   47 

Thomas  Swepfon, 

Suffolk, 



250 

26  50 

276  50 

1   2; 

fi5 

66  25 

210 

5 

Copeland  Parker, 

Smithfield,     - 

250 
250 

252  25 

54  75 

'97 

3urmuda  Hundred, 

William  Heth,  (7.) 

Bermuda  Hundred, 



>>°47  55 

7,121   33 

8,4.8  93 

90S   33 

67  15 

198  54 

739  65 

1,913  67 

6,505 

:6 

And.  Rorborn,  (8.) 



150 

185  48 

335  48 

io   50 

33  33 

100 

'43   83 

191 

178 

ames  Gibbon,     - 

5eterfburgh, 

250 

110  54 

368  54 

86 

190  50 

1 

1 

iames  Rowland, 

Richmond,     -      - 

— 

3°3  5° 

553  5° 

9  47 

55 

64  47 
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STATES. 

DISTRICTS. 

COLLECTORS. 

NAVAL 
OFFICERS. 

SURVEYORS. 

PLACES  OF 
ABODE. 

FOR  WHAT  PERIOD. 

EMOLUMENTS. 

EXPENDITURES. 

BALANCES. 

s,„7. 

Fees. 

CommiJJion. 

Perm/lie!. 

Amount. 

Clerk-hire. 

Stationar, 

Off,,  Rent 
and  Full. 

Otter  Offieial 
Expenfes. 

Amount. 

In  Favor  of 
the  Officer. 

AgainJ!  tie 
Offier. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Dols.  cts. 

Virginia,       - 

York-Town,      - 

William  Reynolds, 

Stephen  Bingham, 

York-Town, 

From  iftjan.  to  31ft  Dec.  1709, 

200 
150 

141    10 
5° 

'3      5 

354  15 

150  50 

5° 

14 

75 

5° 
15 

■5   75 

-.40    15 

■34  75 

Tappahannock,     - 

Lawrence  Mufe, 

Peter  Kemp,  jun. 
George  Catlett 

Tappahannock, 

Urbanna, 

Port-Royal, 

250 
150 

23  25 

32   56 

389    21 

'73  25 

230   84 

30 
5° 

80   28 

249    86 

590  98 

40  50 

'•32  75 

201   77 

And.  M'Williams, 

Frederickfburg, 

— 

250 

'35  98 

385  98 

33  5° 

140 

'87  75 

.98  23 

Yeocomico, 

lames  A.  Thompfon 

Yeocomico, 

Dumfries, 

William  Linton, 

Dumfries,       - 

65  27 

26;   27 

60 

6  28 

108  28 

l;6  99 

Alexandria,     - 

Charles  Simms,     - 

Alexandria, 

— 

745  3° 

680  gg 

1,426  29 

coo 

59  88 

159  58 

69  66 

789    '2 

(n  '7 

Hugh  Weft,       - 

— 

150 

- 

42.  29 

■43  33 

5 

'58  33 

562  96 

"oley-landing,     - 

William  Gibb, 

Foley-landing, 

46  5° 

39  36 

285   86 

66  66 

1   75 

3° 

33  S8 

131  99 

'53  87 

~hcrry-Stone,     - 

Nathaniel  Wilkins, 

Cherry-Stone,     - 

South-Quay,     - 

Arch.  Richardfon, 

South-Quay,     - 

— 

250 

1  50 

2  5° 

30 

32  5° 

219 

North-Carolina, 

Wilmington, 

G.  J.  M'Ree, 

John  Walker,     - 

Thomas  Callender, 

Wilmington,       - 

^ 

250 
150 

354  99 
282  985 

2.45°  33 

504  99 
532  9»! 

255  30 

49  4° 
24  7° 

73  33 
42  91; 

12  50 

53S  23 
322  91; 
532  98; 

2,520    9[ 

532  9«i 

New-Bern, 

John  Daves,      - 

New-Bern, 

— 

250 

877   10 

'>>°5  53 

2,232  "3 

712   67 

50  49 

52  4° 

815  56 

'.4>7     7 

John  Eafton,        - 

Beaufort, 

24  18 

274  18 

9° 

6 

267  28 

John  M'Cullough, 

Swanfborough, 

Wafliington,      - 

William  Keais, 

Wafliington, 



250 

5"   94 

333  44 

. 

1,095  38 

12' 

jj 

5° 

230 

865  38 

£denton,    - 

iamuel  Tredwell, 

Stephen  Skinner, 
Lawrence  Mooney, 

Ldenton, 
Hertford, 
Wintun,       - 

= 

I  JO 

3  5° 

510     7 

1.380  7 
■53  5° 

1-0    -: 

47 

50 

273  70 
150 

2    JO 

1,106  37 

Ebenezer  Graham, 

Bennett's  Creek, 

Levi  Blount, 

Plymouth,-       - 

_ 

150 

23  75 

'73  75 

12 

5  5° 

19  50 

'54  25 

1 
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STATES. 

DISTRICTS. 

COLLECTORS. 

NAVAL 
OFFICERS. 

SURVEYORS. 

PLACES  OF 
RESIDENCE. 

FOR  WHAT  PERIOD. 

Dols.cs 

Dol8.  MS.         Dols.  cts.         link.  r». 

Clerk-hire. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Stationary.      Qffi"  £'»>    Other  Officio 

anil  turf.         E-\[-„n[,-s. 

Amount. 

BALANCES. 

/"  Favor  of     Again/1  the 
the  Office,.          Officer. 

Camden, 

Enoch  Sawyer, 

Henry  Hunter, 
Hardy  Murfree, 

Windfor, 
Shewarkey, 

Murfreefburgh, 
Plankbridge, 

From  ill  Jan.  to  3 til  Dec.  1799, 

248  20 
36 

150 

37   5° 

2    50 
5° 

'5 

Dols.  cts. 
60 
15   50 

Dols.  cts. 

134  50 

Dols.  cts." 

Hugh  Knox,       - 

592  90 

576  90 

Thomas  Williams, 

5 

- 

5 

12 

Samuel  Jafper, 

Currituck  Inlet, 

Matth.  E.  Sawver, 

1'afquotank  river  br 

150 

South-Carolinji, 

George- Town, 
Charlcfton, 

Charles  Brown, 
James  Simons,  (n.) 

Fred.  B.  Sawyer, 

Newbiggen  creek, 
George-Town, 

— 

150 

25  50 

'75  5" 

: 

4 

5 

26 

30 

1   75 

3'  75 

35 

■3°  75 

140  50 

Thomas  Waring, 

'7.'35  5" 

961  63 

and  fuel. 

7.877  83 
1,287  74 

P.3S7  «8 

1,989  97 

Beaufort, 

Edward  Weyman, 

B 

a.  n  1 

36S  94 

23   50 

28     8 

Bavannabj 

John  Uabcrfham, 

Lacklan  M'lntoih, 

Savannah,             - 

Irunlwick, 

George  Fofter, 
Mm  M'lntoih, 

-dward  White, 

Sunbury, 

= 

150 
150 

610   54 

■3  5° 

181 

760  54 
163  68J 

- 

10  45 

00 

3  5° 

73  95 

686  59 
141  68| 

327  21 

ClNTUCUT,       - 

.ouifville,'       "  . 

William  Moubray, 
3iraoni  Maxwelli 

Richard  Taylor, 

- 

Saint  Mary's, 
"lardwick, 

250 

46 

35  2' 

331   21 

. 

4 

vlorgan  Brown, 
G 

1 

Palmyra, 

I 

1 

1 

1 

| 

NOTES. 

(i.)  Extra it  of  a  Letter  from  Dudley  A.  Tyng,  Efq. 
Colledor,  Newberry-Port,  Maffachufetts. 

"  I  ASK  permiflion  toobferve,  that  the  fate  of  com- 
niffions  allowed  by  the  above  mentioned  act,  to  the 
Holle&or  of  this  diftritt,  is  lower  than  thofe  allowed 
;o  Collectors  of  feveral  Diftri&s,  where  the  amount 
)f  duties  colle&ed  is  greater.  This  appears  to  be  a 
variance  from  the  general  principle  by  which  the  Le- 
yiflature  feems  to  have  governed  itfelf,  in  relation  to 
•his  fubjea." 

(2.)  The  ColleBor  at  the  Port  of  Machias,  Majfa- 
cbujfetts,  obferves  as  follows  : 

**  The  war  in  Europe  has  hurt  this  eaftern  depart- 
ment infinitely  more  than  any  other  within  my  know- 
ledge ;  for,  before  the  commencement  of  it,  foreign 
veflels  ufed  to  frequent  this  diftricl:,  which  was  a  great 
addition  to  my  emoluments ;  but  fince  that  period,  all 
commerce  with  foreigners  is  dropped.     I  think  I  may 
venture  to  fay,  with  propriety,  that  not  one  officer  in 
the  collection  of  duties  in  this  ftate,  but  what  has 
emoluments  double  to  mine.     Could  it  be  confident 
with  your  office,  you  would  oblige  me,  beyond  expref- 
fion,  to  ufe  your  influence  to  favor  a  petition  (which 
l  have  prefumed  to  fend  to  the  honourable  Silas  Lee, 
Efq.  to  prefent  to  Congrefs)  for  more  compenfation 
yearly,     Indeed,  Sir,  this  war  in  Europe  has  enhanced 
the  price  of  things  in  thefe  parts  beyond  credibility," 

H 
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(3.)  The  following  remarks  are  made  by  Chaunc* 
Whittelfey,  Efq,  Colleilory  Middletown,   Connecticut.  1 

"  By  the  return  of  imports  for  the  laft  year,  you 
will  perceive,  that  uncommon  exertions  have  taken 
place  in  this  diftricl:,  in  the  commercial  line.  Thereby 
the  revenue,  and  of  courfe  the  emoluments  of  th< 
Collector's  office,  have  been  increafed,  much  beyond 
what  can  be  confidered  as  the  average  amount." 


(4.)  The  following  is  an  extracl  from  a  letter ■,  froq 
Jojhua  Sands,  Collector,  New-Tor k. 

"  I  take  the  liberty  t©  ftate  below,  the  profits  . 
this  office,  from  which  I  have  not  with-held  my  per 
fonal  attention,  or  loft  fight  of  the  moil:  rigid  econc 
tny,  fmce  the  ift  May  1797,  when  I  took  it,  to  th 
31ft  December  1799,  by  which  it  will  appear,  th 
average  annual  income  amounts  to  only  the  fum  c 
3836  dollars  and  41  cents ;  which  fum,  I  truft,  Sii 
you  will  find,  whether  viewed  comparatively  wit 
others,  or  confidered  as  involving  a  refponfibility  c 
immenfe  confequence  to  myfelf  and  family,  an  inad< 
quate  compenfation.  J  indulge  a  hope,  that  the  thii 
will  be  taken  up,  and  arranged  upon  grounds  as  eqi 
table  as  circumftances  will  permit. 

Neat  receipt  of  the  Collector, 

Dots.  cts. 
From  May  I  to  31  December  1797,  2174  15 
Ditto  from  Jan.  1  to  31  Dec.  1798,  3557  98 
Ditto  from  Jan.  1  to  31  Dec.   1799,       449$  3<? 

10,230  43 
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(5.)  Richard  Rogers,  Naval  officer,  at  the  port  of 
New-Tor k,  makes  the  following  remarks — 

"  I  now  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with 
tome  obfervations,  refpe&ing  the  nett  proceeds  thereof 
'alluding  to  his  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures) 
that  will  at  firft  fight  appear  as  large,  more  particu- 
larly when  compared  with  the  returns  of  fome  other 
revenue  officers.  Taking  it  for  granted  that  it  is 
highly  conducive  to  the  general  intereft,  that  the  bu- 
(inefs  of  all  public  offices  mould,  as  far  as  poffible,  be 
done  by  the  principals  thereof,  and  if  by  carrying  this 
idea  into  practice,  I  in  fome  meafure  become  a  Have 
to  my  office,  and  thereby  go  through  fuch  parts  of 
the  duties  thereof  (independent  of  a  general  controul) 
as  I  may  venture  to  affert,  two  Clerks  will  be  found 
not  more  than  equal  to  do,  with  the  necefTary  precif- 
fion ;  I  thereby  make  good  the  inference,  and  benefit 
the  public,  inafmuch  as  a  principal  will,  at  all  times, 
do  the  bufinefs  better  than  any  other,  not  feeling  his 
refponfibility  :  But  it  will  be  a  poor  encouragement 
for  an  officer  thus  to  exert  himfelf,  and  whilfl  render- 
ing a  public  benefit,  endeavoring,  by  an  honorable  in- 
duftry,  to  render  his  fituation  as  productive  as  poffible, 
and  thereby  lay  up  fomewhat  for  his  family,  if  he  is 
fcot  to  be  confidered  in  a  different  light  from  the  one 
trho,  either  doing  his  duty  by  deputy,  or  employing 
clerks  to  do  all  the  bufinefs  of  his  office,  will  be  found 
to  receive  a  nett  income  inferior  to  his ;  in  fhort,  who 
in  juflice  ought  to  be  confidered  as  the  better  officer, 
the  man  who,  as  far  as  exertion  can  go,  does  his  own 
bufinefs,  and  thereby  makes  a  correfponding  faving  in 
*ierk-hire,  or  the  man  who  expends  a  confiderabte 
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portion  of  his  receipts  in  the  hire  of  perfons  to  do  it 
for  him ;  and  which  of  the  two  deferves  the  greatei 
encouragement. " 


(6)  The  following  remarks  are  made  by  George  Bifcoe, 
ColleBor,  Nottingham,  Maryland* 

c{  It  is  no  doubt  the  defign  of  the  Congrefs  of  the 
United  States,  that  every  officer  of  the  Cuftoms  fhoulc 
receive,  for  his  fervices,  a  fum  competent  thereto 
and  that  any  one  who  conceives  himfelf  to  be  infuf 
ficiently  compenfated,  on  a  due  reprefentation,  wouk 
have  his  cafe  taken  into  confideraiion :  hence  ha; 
arifen,  I  prefume,    a  requirement  from  each,  of 
ftatement  of  their  fees,  falary  and  emoluments  foi 
each  year.     Would  you  be  pleafed  to  examine  my  re 
turns,  and  you  will  find,  that  in  no  inftance  have  I  re- 
ceived, in  any  one  year,  more  than  261  dollars  anc 
fome  cents;  and  that  in  that  fame  year,   1798,  the 
expenditures,  without  calculating  on  the  board  of  m] 
clerk,  amounted  to  156  dollars  70  cents.     I  cannot, 
therefore,  but  confider  myfelf  as  not  fufficiently  com- 
penfated  ;  and  I  beg  that  you  will  be  pleafed,  Sir,  tc 
{late  my  cafe  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  who. 
I  have  full  confidence,  will  make  fuch  addition  to  m} 
falary  as  will  meet  my  entire  approbation.'* 


I? 


(7)  Remarks  of  William  Hetb,  Colleftor,  Bermuda 
Hundred,  Vi  ginia. 


Doh.  Cts. 

Nett  Emoluments  for  1794,    - 

70  80 

Ditto, 

for  1795, 

-     35° 

Ditto, 

for  1796,     - 

1279  $6 

Ditto, 

for   1797, 

-   1882     1 

Ditto, 

for   1798,      - 

3860  62 

Ditto, 

for  1799, 

-     6505  26 

for  the  laft  fix  years, 

6)13,948  25 

Nett  average 

2324  705 

Which  it  is  refpe&fully  hoped  will  not  be  thought 
too  much  for  my  perfonal  fervices,  afliduity  and  pe- 
culiar refponfibilily  5  as  well  as  the  many  extra-duties 
which,  for  accommodations  fake,  it  is  well  known  to 
the  merchants  of  the  Diftrid  and  to  the  Treafury  De- 
partment, I  have  (and  more  than  any  other  collector 
in  the  United  States,  perhaps)  to  perform." 


(8)  Remarks'  of  the  Surveyor  at  Bermuda  Hundred. 

"  As  CoL  Heth  has  been  good  enough  to  fay  he 
would  write  to  you  refpecling  my  falary,  which  he,  I 
believe,  coincides  with  me  in  thinking  mould  not  be 
lefs  than  thofe  of  the  Surveyors  of  Richmond  and  Pe- 
terfburg  ;  neither  of  whom  feel  the  refpon Ability  of 
fuperintending  the  conduct  of  the  officers  employed  in 
the  difcharge  of  veflels  from  foreign  ports.,  and  vari- 
ous other  duties  to  which  the  Surveyor  of  this  port 
mud  frequently  be  called  by  the  Collector ;  I  will 
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therefore  forbear  to  enlarge  on  the  fubjeft,  fuppofmg 
obfervations  from  him  whofe  knowledge  relative  there- 
to will  be  more  efficacious  than  any  thing  I  could  fay." 


(9)  By  a  letter  received  from  the  Naval  officer  of 
Newport  it  appears,  that  he  had  expended  the  fum  of 
fix  hundred  dollars,  which  he  omitted  to  enter  in  his 
ftatement  of  emoluments  and  expenditures. 


(10)  The  falary  of  Jeremiah  Nicols  is  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  per  annum. 


(11)  Remarks  of  the  Colleftor  at  Charle/ion,  South- 
Carolina. 

"  The  balance  in  my  favour  in  the  annexed  account 
is  dollars  9,257  68,  but  this  balance  does  not  refult 
from  the  current  annual  bufinefs  of  my  office.  My 
commiflions  on  Mr.  Holms's  back  bufinefs  on  bonds 
due  many  years  ago,  were  received  in  1799,  amount- 
ing to  dollars  1896  46  :  in  addition  to  which,  this 
fum,  dollars  845  58,  was  for  commiflions  which  I  re- 
ceived in  1799,  not  belonging  to  my  regular  yearly 
commiflions  ;  but  was  for  his  bonds,  which  were  due 
and  ought  to  have  been  paid  the  year  before  ;  confe- 
quently  thefe  two  fums,  making  dollars  2742  4,  be- 
ing deducted  from  the  general  amount,  forms  the  real 
amount  of  dollars  6,$  1 5  64,  my  own  annual  com- 
miflions. And  on  this  amount  I  have  to  remark,  that 
the  quarter  of  October,  November  and  December, 
1798,  which  became  due  the  laft  year,  was  the  larg- 
er!: quarter  ever  known  before  or  frnce  in  the  port  of 
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Charleston ;  the  importation  being  in  a  great  meafure 
fpeculative  (from  Great  Britain)  for  different  ports  in 
the  Weft-Indies.  Punctuality  being  now  happily  re- 
ftored  at  this  port,  and  my  commiffions  on  Mr.Holms's 
bufmefs  being  nearly  at  an  end,  and  no  fuch  unprece- 
dented importations  expected  as  the  extraordinary 
quarter  mentioned,  it  follows,  that  my  commiffions 
will  be  lefs  [from  thefe  casualties]  for  1800,  than  they 
were  for  1799.  Thefe  facts  are  proper  to  be  menti- 
oned, becaufe  they  will  remove  any  idea  that  the  a- 
mount  of  my  commiffions  for  1799  is  from  my  own 
current  annual  bufinefs  :  and,  admitting  that  it  was, 
/  have  moft  faithfully  earned  it !  It  is  my  good  fortune 
to  be  able  to  fay  that  I  have,  not  as  yet,  [out  of  feve- 
ral  millions  bonded  by  me~\  a  bad  debt  cf  one  cent  en  my 
books  ;  confequently  the  public  intereft,  as  well  as  my 
own,  have  been  mutually  fecured  and  promoted.  In 
addition  to  thefe  circumftances,  I  have  been  juftly  re- 
queried,  by  feveral  of  my  principal  clerks,  to  increafe 
their  falaries  for  1800.  I  have  agreed  to  do  fo,  and 
have  got  an  additional  clerk,  a  gentleman  of  great 
worth  and  talents.  I  am  inflru&ing  this  gentleman. 
in  the  whole  duties  of  the  Cuftom-houfe9  that  in  cafe  of 
my  ficknefs,  neceuary  abfence,  or  death,  neither  the 
public  or  my  children  mall  be  injured.  As  it  is,  I  have 
no  gentleman  in  my  office  that  knows  more  than  what 
belongs  to  his  own  particular  department. 

"  I  cannot  fufficiently  exprefs  my  fatisfa&ion  at  be- 
ing now  able  to  fay,  that  order  and  fyftem  are  efta- 
blifhed  at  this  port,  and  that  it  is  now  a  rare  thing  for 
a  Cuftom-houfe  bond  to  go  into  fuit :  for  this  fuccefs 
I  feel  myfelf  particularly  indebted  to  the  abilities  and 
decided  fupport  of  my  fuperior  officers." 


LETTER 


FROM    THE 

Secretary  of  War, 

ACCOMPANYING 

HIS    REPORT 

ON    THE 

PETITIONS 

OF 

WILLIAM  MILTON,  AND  OTHERS, 

EXHIBITING 

CLAIMS 

FOR    MILITIA    SERVICES    IN    THE    STATE   OF    GEORGIA, 


I4*j&  March y   1800. 

Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Mon- 
day next. 


Printed  "by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States. 


War  Department, 

February  2Qth,   1800. 

SIR, 


I 


HAVE  the  honor  to  fubmlt  to  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  a  report  on  the  feveral  petitions 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  claims 
for  militia  fervices  in  the  flate  of  Georgia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  greatefl  refpecl, 
SIR, 
Your  mofl  obedient  fervant, 
JAMES  M'HENRY. 
The  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives, 


REPORT,    &c. 


HE  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petitions  of  William  Milton  and  others,  inhabi- 
tants of  Greene  county  in  the  fhate  of  Georgia,  for 
compenfation  to  a  troop  of  militia  dragoons,  com- 
manded by  Jonas  Fauche,  for  fervices  dated  to  have 
been  performed  by  them,  from  the  23d  April  1793, 
to  the  25th  July,  1794;  of  John  F.  Randolph,  in 
the  behalf  of  himfelf,  and  the  foldiers  under  his  com- 
mand, for  compenfation  to  a  troop  of  militia  dra- 
goons, for  fervices  dated  to  have  been  performed, 
from  the  13th  of  March  1793,^0  the  id  of  June 
1794;  and  of  John  B.  Girardeau,  for  compenfation 
to  a  troop  of  militia  dragoons,  for  fervices  performed 
from  the  29th  of  April  1796,  to  the  ifl  of  January 
1797— 

Refpectfully  reports  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  United  States, — 

That  the  frontiers  of  Georgia  being  threatened 
with  hoftilities  by  the  Indians,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  1792,  the  Governor  of  Georgia  was,  in  confe- 
quence,  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  let- 
ter dated  27th  Odober  1792,  that  the  conftitution  of 
the  United  States  having  exclufively  veiled  in  Con- 
grefs  (which  body  was  on  the  eve  of  a  feflion)  the 
power  of  declaring  war,  no  ofFenfive  operations  could 
be  juftified,  until  they  wrere  authorized  by  «Congrefs, 
before  whom  every  information  relative  to  the  hoftile 
defigns  of  the  Indians  would  be  laid  ;  that  as  the  evils 
exifting,  and  apprehended,  from  fome  of  the  fouth- 
ern  Indians,  might  be  greatly  extended,  it  was  fub- 
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mitted  to  the  Governor  as  highly  expedient,  the  mili- 
tia mould  be  well  armed,  and  furnifhed  with  ammu- 
nition, as  foon  as  practicable,  fo  as  to  be  ready  for 
any  event ;  that  if  the  intelligence  he  received,  mould 
clearly  fubftantiate  any  hoftile  defigns  of  the  Creeks 
againit  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  he  ought  to  ufe  the 
rnoft  effectual  means  of  defence  in  his  power,  and 
required  by  the  occafion  : — by  a  letter  dated  the  14th 
December  1792,  the  Governor  was  advifed  of  certain 
pacific  appearances  among  the  Creeks,  and  by  ano- 
ther, dated  the  9th  March  1793,  tnat  application  had 
been  made  to  the  Prefident,  by  the  delegates  from 
Georgia,  to  eflablifh  within  the  faid  flate,  magazines 
pf  arms,  ammunition  and  proyifions,  and  to  make 
provifional  arrangements  for  calling  out  the  militia  of 
the  neighbouring  ftates  on  the  apprehenfion  of  dan- 
ger from  the  Cherokees ;  that  although  it  was  ex* 
peeled,  from  the  meafures  taken  to  fecure  peace  with 
the  Cherokees,  that  arrangements  to  the  extent  re- 
quired, might  not  be  indifpenfably  neceflary  in  the  ex* 
ifting  juncture;  yet  the  Prefident,  defirous  to  avert 
apprehenfions  which  might  arife  from  a  want  of  arms 
and  ammunition,  had  directed  a  fmall  magazine  at 
Augufta  of  one  thoufand  Hand,  and  proportionable 
ammunition,  the  whole  to  be  depofited  with  Major 
Robert  Forfyth,  with  inftructions,  in  cafe  of  an  irfl 
vafion,  to  iiliie  fuch  of  them  to  the  Governor's  order, 
as  he  might  require,  or  to  ferve  other  purpofes  requifite 
for  the  interefl  of  the  United  States-— the  arms  iffued 
to  the  militia,  and  not  returned,  to  be  charged  to  the 
flate  in  an  account  with  the  United  States ;  that  the 
profpeccs  of  peace  with  the  Cherokees  and  Creeks, 
would  render  it  inexpedient  to  form,  immediately, 
magazines  of  provifions,  and  that  the  Governors  of 
North  and  South-Carolina  had  been  written  to  rela- 
tively to  any  irruption  of  Indian  parties  on  the  fron- 
tiers.    By  a  letter  dated  the  29th  April  1 793,  that 


information  had  been  recently  received  from  Governor 
Blount,  of  the  hoflile  difpofition  of  the  Upper  Creeks* 
and  mafs  of  the  Lower  Cherokees,  and  of  an  exifting 
war  between  the  Chickafaws  and  Upper  Creeks ; — ■ 
that  Governor  Blount  was  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia 
to  concert  with  the  Executive  the  moll  advifable  mea- 
fures ; — that  the  Prefident  was  defirous  general  prin- 
ciples mould  be  adopted  applicable  to  the  whole  fouth- 
ern  frontier,  and  that  the  remit  would  be  tranfmitted. 
By  a  letter  dated  the  30th  May  1793,  that  from 
confiderations  of  policy,  at  this  critical  period,  rela- 
tive to  foreign  powers,  and  the  pending  treaty  with 
the  northern  Indians,  the  Prefident  deemed  it  advifa- 
ble to  avoid  offenfive  expeditions  into  the  Creek 
Country,  but  from  the  circumftances  of  late  depreda^ 
tions  on  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  thought  it  expedi- 
ent to  increafe  the  force  in  that  quarter  for  defenfive 
purpofes ;— that  he  therefore  authorized  him  (the 
Governor)  to  call  into,  and  keep  in  fervice,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  force  ftationed  in  Georgia,  one 
hundred  horfe,  and  one  hundred  militia  foot,  to  be 
employed  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Gaither,  in  repelling  inroads  ;  the  corps  to  be  engaged 
of  proper  characters,  to  ferve  until  the  firfl  day  of 
May  or  June  next  (1794)  unlefs  fooner  difcharged^ 
which  the  government  mud  hold  the  right  of  doing  : 
—that  an  additional  thoufand  ftand  of  arms  and  ac- 
coutrements, fifty  barrels  of  powder,  and  a  propor^ 
tional  quantity  of  lead  and  flints,  would  be  forwarded 
to  Major  Haberfham,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  Au* 
gufta,  to  the  care  of  Major  Forfyth,  under  like  pro- 
vifions  with  the  former  quantity: — that  as  it  did 
not  appear  the  whole  of  the  Creek  nation  were  dif- 
pofed  for,  or  engaged  in  hoftility,  it  was  confider- 
ed  the  above  force  would  be  fufficient  for  the  ob- 
ject defignated ;  that  the  cafe  of  a  ferious  invafion 
of  Georgia  by  large  bodies  of  Indians,  mufl  be  re* 
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ferred  to  the  provifions  of  the  conflitution,  and  that 
the  proceeding  with  efficacy  in  future*  (the  necef- 
fity  for  which  appeared  too  probable)  required  abfo* 
lately  that  no  unneceffary  expenfe  fhould  be  incurred 
in  the  mean  time  ;  and  that  nothing  might  be  wanting 
on  the  part  -of  government  for  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  Georgia,  fcouts  were  authorized  to  be  raifed, 
at  the  rate  of  five-fixths  of  a  dollar  per  day,  as  a  bet- ! 
ter  defence  than  block-houfes,  two  men  being  confi- 
dered  equal  to  cover  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  a  frontier. 
That  the  force  mentioned  in  the  lad  above  recited 
letter,  of  the  30th  of  May  1793,  continued  to  be  all 
(except,  perhaps,  a  few  men  necerTary  to  complete  the 
garrifons  for  block-houfes,  authorized  for  every  twenty- 
live  miles  of  a  line  expofed  to  danger,  by  a  letter  to 
the  Governor  dated  the  14th  May  1794)  that  was 
authorized  by  the  General  Government,  until  the 
25th  September  1794,  when  an  additional  troop  of 
horfe  was  adopted  by  authority  of  the  Prefident, 
although  it  appears  that  the  Governor  of  Georgia  had, 
in  the  mean  time,  called  out  a  considerable  body  of 
militia : — as  foon,  however,  as  information  was  re- 
ceived of  this  circumftance,  it  was  made  known  to 
him  by  the  Secretary's  letter,  dated  the  10th  June 
2793>  tn^t  *n  tne  ca^e  °*  invafion  or  imminent 
danger  only,  the  meafure  taken  could  be  confidered 
indifpenfable,  (placing  it  upon  conftitutional  ground) 
and  a  hope  exprefTed,  that  as  foon  as  the  danger  was 
over,  he  would  reduce  the  troops  to  the  number  alrea- 
dy authorized  by  the  letter  of  the  30^1  May  1793  ; 
that  a  general  Creek  war,  in  the  then  crihs  of  European 
affairs,  would  be  a  complicated  evil  of  great  magm- : 
tude,  and  that  to  avoid  it,  Mr.  Seagrove  would  be 
lent  into  the  heart  of  the  Creek  country,  if  compati- 
ble with  a  reafonable  degree  of  fafety  :  by  a  letter  ; 
dated  the  19th  July  1793,  that  the  reafons  given  by 
the  President's  order,  in  the  Secretary's  letter  of  the  \ 


roth  May  laft,  flill  operated  to  prevent  any  departure 
pom  the  line  of  conduct  therein  fpecified  :    by  a  let- 
ter dated  on  the  5th  September  1793,  that  his  Excel- 
ency's  letter,  of  the  1 3th  of  the  laffc  month,  covering 
;he  proceedings  of  a  council  of  war,  compofed  of  the 
general  officers  of  the  militia,  had  been  received  and 
ubmitted  to  the  Prehdent,  whole  deliberate  opinion 
it  was,  for  reafons  detailed  fully,  that  an  ofFenfive  ex- 
pedition againft  certain  towns  of  the  Creek  nation,  of 
the  kind  mentioned,  was  unauthorized  by  law,  con- 
trary to  the  exilling  Hate  of  affairs,  and  to  the  inftruc- 
ions  heretofore  given,  and  that  the  Secretary  was  di- 
rected to  exprefs  to  his  Excellency  his  expectations 
that  it  will  not  be  undertaken ;    that  until  Congrefs 
las  declared  war  againfl  the  Creeks,  all  ofFenfive  ex- 
peditions againft  their  towns  would  be  unlawful,  and 
he  expenfes  thereof  could  not  be  paid  by  the  govern- 
nent  without  a  fpecial  provifion  by  law  for  the  purpofe. 
3y  a  letter  dated  the  2 2d  February  1794,  the  Go- 
vernor was  informed  that  the  Prefident  underftood,  a 
j)ody  of  militia,  reprefented  at  one  thoufand  to  twelve 
lundred,  had  been  kept  upon  the  frontiers  of  Georgia, 
luring  the  greater  part  of  the  laft  year,  exceeding 
greatly  the  number,  which,  according  to  information 
it  this  office,  appeared  to  be  neceflary  : — that  if  this 
lumber,  or  indeed  any  excefs  of  the  force  defcribed 
n  the  above  cited  letter  of  30th  May  1793,  mould. 
>e  continued  to  be  kept  up,  the  Prefident  defired  it 
night  be  explicitly  underftood,  that  the  General  Go- 
vernment will  not  be  pledged  for  the  expenfes  thereof: 
—that  in  the  cafe  of  a  powerful  and  fudden  invafion 
)f  the  ftate,  fuch  mult  be  referred  to  the  provifions  of 
he  conftitution,  and  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of 
Congrefs ;    that  the  one  hundred  horfe  and  one  hun- 
Ired  foot,  defcribed  in  the  letter  of  30th  May  1793, 
night,  in  addition  to  the  continental  troops  polled  in 
e.orgia,  be  kept  up,  at  prefent,  or  during  anv  con- 
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fiderable  danger,  on  condition  it  fhould  be  monthly 
ftated  to  the  War-Office,  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  Pre- 
fident,  what  reafons  exifted  for  the  continuance  of,, 
this  force,  that  no  returns  had  been  received  of  the 
numbers  kept  in  fervice  laft  year,  and  if  expected,  that! 
the  faid  militia  are  to  be  compenfated  by  the  United 
States,    it  would  be  neceflary  that  returns,  mutters 
and  pay-rolls  mould  be  given  to  the  agent  of  this  de-i 
partment  in  Georgia,  in  order  to  fubmitting  the  whole 
cafe  to  Congrefs— for  it  was  deemed  that  Congrefs- 
alone  ate  competent  to  decide,  under  a  full  view  oi 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  whether  any  or  whal 
proportion  of  the  expenfes  incurred,  are  to  be  defrayed 
by  the  United  States.     By  a  letter  dated  14th  Ma) 
1794,  that  the  Prefident  confented  to  certain  propofi-j 
tions  made  by  the  Governor  relative  to  the  protection 
of  Georgia,  fo  far  as  to  the  eftablifhment  of  a  block 
haufe  every  twenty-five  miles  of  the  line  expofed  tc 
danger,  to  be  garrifoned  with  one  fubaltern,  one  cor 
poral  and  fifteen  privates  of  the  militia,  and  directec 
the  men  to  be  engaged  to  the  1  ft  of  January  enfuing 
unlefs  fooner  difcharged — the   Governor  was  furthei 
given  to  underftand  that  the  one  hundred  foot  hereto 
fore  ordered,  were  to  be  confidered  as  a  part  of  thi: 
arrangement,  and  that  the  Prefident  conceived  th( 
one  hundred  horfe  alfo  heretofore  allowed  would  b< 
fufficient  for  the  prefent,  that  no  returns  or  mutter 
of  the  number  of  militia  kept  up  laft  year  had  beer 
received,  that  when  received  the  Prefident  would  im 
partially  confider  whether  he  could  give  authority  tc 
pay  them,  or  if  he  could  not,  as  was  moft  probable 
fubmit  the  queftion  to  Congrefs. 

That  it  appears  the  Governor  of  Georgia  hadorderec 
an  additional  troop  of  horfe  into  fervice,  commandec 
by  captain  Fauche,  the  adoption  of  which  by  the  Unitec 
States  was  authorifed  explicitly,  from  the  25th  July 
1794,  (when  it  was  ftated  the  Governor  called  it  iflfe 
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ervice)  until  the  firfl  of  November  following,  in  letters 
:o  Mr.  John  Haberfham,  and  major  Conflant  Freeman, 
the  Agent  of  the  War  Department  in  Georgia  ;  and  by 
i  letter  from  Alexander  Hamilton,  in  the  abfenceof  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  dated 
the  25th  September,  1794.  The  adoption  of  this  new- 
troop  was  authorized,  from  the  time  it  was  ordered  by 
the  Governor  into  fervice,  until  the  ift  of  November 
enfuing,  when  it  was  directed  to  be  difbanded. 

That  from  this  period  it  does  not  appear  that  a 
econd  corps  of  horfe  was  ever  authorifed,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  it  was  explicitly  difcountenanced  and  forbid 

and  that  the  authorifed  defenfive  protection  of  the 
rrontiers  of  Georgia  continued  on  the  footing  formerly 
ftablifhed,  of  one  hundred  horfe,  one  hundred  foot, 
and  a  chain  of  block-houfes,  the  one  hundred  foot 
being  applied  towards  garrifoning  them.  That  in  the 
year  1795,  meafures  began  to  be  taken  to  hold  a  treaty 
with  the  Creek  nation,  and  Commiffioners  for  the  pur- 
pofe  were  appointed,  but  circumflances  obliged  a  poft- 
ponement  until  the  middle  of  May,  1796 — that  after 
the  treaty,  at  which  the  Creeks  agreed  that  military 
and  trading  pofts  might  be  eftablifhed  within  their 
boundaries,  and  that  all  animofity  for  pail  aggreffions 
mould  ceafe,  the  Governor  of  Georgia  was  informed 
by  a  letter,  dated  the  23d  Auguft,  1796,  that  fuch  an 
arrangement  and  ufe  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
was  ordered,  as  ought  to  fatisfy  the  Indians  that  their 
rights  will  be  protected,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
frontiers  that  they  have  nothing  to  apprehend;  that 
this  arrangement  rendered  it  unneceffary  to  keep  up 
the  militia  corps  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  in  con- 
fequence,  the  Agent  of  the  War  Department  in  Georgia 
would  be  directed  to  fettle  their  mufter  and  pay  rolls, 
up  to  the  1 5th  September  enfuing,  after  which  they 
would  be  confidered  difcharged.  That  it  appears  from 
•a  ftatement  ©f  the  Agent  of  the  War  Department? 
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that  captain  Fauche's  troop  was  paid  from  the  25th 
July,  1794,  the  time  when  the  Governor  is  fuppofed 
to  have  ordered  them  into  fervice,  until  the  3 1  ft  Octo- 
ber, 1794,  inclufive;  and  for  fubfequent  authorized 
fervices  up  to  the  29th  February,  1796,  and  was  not 
paid  for  unauthorifed  fervices  prior  to  the  25th  of  July, 
1794.  That  captain  Randolph's  troop  was  not  paid 
for  fervices  from  the  13th  of  March,  1793,  to  the  ift 
June,  1794,  they  being  deemed  unauthorized,  but  was 
paid  for  authorized  fervices  from  the  ift  January  to 
the  3 1  ft  December,  1795,  inclufive.  That  captain  Gi- 
rardeau's  troop  was  paid  from  the  29th  April  to  the 
15th  September,  1796,  including  fo  much  of  the  time 
for  which  the  petition  prays  a  fettlement,  and  not  foi 
the  refidue,  it  being  fubfequent  to  the  date  at  which 
the  troops  were  ordered  to  be  difcharged. 

That  a  letter  from  the  Agent  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, dated  17th  May,  1797,  to  the  Secretary,  ad 
vifed,  that  he  did  not  receive  a  letter  of  the  23d  Auguft. 
1796,  ordering  him  to  have  captain  Girardeau's  troop 
muftered  to  the  15th  September,  after  which  the) 
were  not  to  be  confidered  in  fervice,  before  the  23d 
September ;  that  he  communicated  his  orders  to  the 
Governor  and  to  colonel  Gaither  on  the  24th  Sep 
tember,  and  requefted  of  the  latter  an  officer,  for  the 
purpofe  of  muftering  the  troop ;  that  Mr.  Whitne] 
was  appointed,  and  received  inftru&ions  ;  that  it  mull 
have  been  fome  time  before  the  neceffary  letters  couk 
have  reached  the  perfons  to  whom  they  were  addreffed 
that  Mr.  Whitney  muftered  captain  Girardeau's  trooj 
to  the  24th  October,  and  has  fmce  muftered  them  t( 
the  31ft  December,  1796. 

That  the  Secretary  can  find  no  documents  to  efta 
blifh  that  the  fervices  of  the  particular  troops,  whicl 
are  the  fubjects  of  reference,  were  authorized  by  the 
Prefident  for  the  feveral  periods  for  which  they  peti 
tion  compenfation,  except  for  that  portion  of  time  in 


eluded  in  captain  Girardeau's  petition,  viz.  From  the 
29th  April  to  the  15th  September,  1796,  and  for 
which  the  troop  is  ftated  to  have  been  paid ;  he  is 
however  of  opinion,  that  as  the  letter,  ordering  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  latter  troop,  was  not  received  by  the 
Agent  until  the  23d  September,  fubfequent  to  the 
time  at  which  they  were  ordered  to  be  difcharged,  and 
they  could  not  probably  be  muttered  before  the  24th 
October  following,  that  they  ought  and  may  be  paid 
by  this  department  to  the  latter  date,  but  it  is  doubted 
whether  they  could  be  paid  with  propriety  to  the  31ft 
December,  the  circumflances  inducing  to  the  fecond 
mutter  being  unknown. 

That  from  the  foregoing  ftatement,  which  is  made 
entirely  from  documents,  unaided  by  a  knowledge  of 
circumflances  attending  facts  which  preceded  the 
Secretary's  coming  into  office,  it  would  appear,  that  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  when  perfectly  in^ 
formed  of  the  fituation  of  the  frontiers  of  Georgia, 
perfifted  in  apportioning  a  given  force  for  their  pro- 
tection; in  discountenancing  all  offenfive  meafures 
underflood  to  have  been  contemplated,  and  in  refer- 
ring the  expenfe  of  a  much  larger  force  of  militia, 
called  out  by  the  Governor,  in  virtue,  as  was  confi- 
dered,  of  the  powers  given  to  him  by  the  conftitution, 
in  cafe  of  actual  invafion,  or  fuch  imminent  danger  as 
will  not  admit  of  delay,  to  the  provifion  of  Congrefs, 

That  it  is  however  proper  to  mention,  letters  from 
the  Governor  of  Georgia,  and  refolves  patted  at  dif- 
ferent times  by  the  leginature  thereof,  convey  a  ftrong 
conviction,  that  the  people  of  that  date  did  not  con- 
fider  the  force,  apportioned  and  authorifed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  their  frontiers,  in  any  part  of  the  period 
from  1792  to  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1796,  adequate 
to  their  fecurity. 

That  from  documents  herewith  tranfmitted  it  would 
appear,  the  whole  ornearlv  all  the  authorized  iefvices 
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in  Georgia  have  been  compenfated  by  the  General 
Government. 

That  the  unauthorized  claims  for  militia  fervices  in 
Georgia,  as  far  as  the  fame  have  been  communicated 
to  this  department,  amount  to  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  thoufand,  three  hundred  and  feventy-five  dollars, 
and  fixty-fix  cents  ;  but  it  is  fuppofed  by  Major  Free- 
man,  agent  of  the  department  of  war  for  a  number  of 
years  in  Georgia,  there  may  be  further  claims,  to  a 
confiderable  amount,  the  mufler-rolls  for  which  have 
not  yet  been  forwarded. 

As  the  petitions  to  be  decided  upon  at  this  time, 
are  evidently  precurfors  of  claims  to  a  much  larger 
amount  for  fervices  dated  to  have  been  performed  by 
the  militia  of  Georgia,  but  unauthorifed  by  the  Exe- 
cutive of  the  United  States,  and  the  determination  of 
Congrefs  thereon,  may  influence  or  conclude  the 
grounds  of  decilion  in  all  fuch  cafes,  the  Secretary, 
therefore,  prays  leave  to  reprefent  the  magnitude  and 
delicacy  of  the  principles,  which,  upon  a  due  consider- 
ation, he  conceives  to  be  involved  in  the  fubjecl:. 

The  conftitution  of  the  United  States  exprefsly 
fets  forth,  that  it  was  ordained  and  eftablifhed  by  the 
people,  among  other  intents,  "  to  provide  for  the  com- 
mon  defence." 

To  carry  this  intention  into  effect,  it  is  declared  by 
article  ift,  fe&ion  3d,  that  the  Congrefs  fhall  have 
power  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defence" — "  to 
declare  war" — "  to  raife  and  fupport  armies" — "  to 
provide  and  maintain  a  navy"—"  to  make  rules  for 
the  government  and  regulation  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces" — "  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  fupprefs  infurrections 
and  repel  invafions" — and  "  to  make  all  laws  necef- 
fary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  fore- 
going powers." 
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To  make  the  protection  of  the  whole  and  every 
part  of  the  United  States  the  fole  duty  of  the  general 
government,  when  informed  of  exifling  danger,  with- 
out competition  or  interference,  by  fection  ioth  of 
the  fame  article  it  takes  from  the  feveral  flates  the 
right,  without  the  confent  of  Congrefs,— -"  to  keep 
troops 9  or  mips  of  war,  in  time  of  peace^  or  engage  in 
war  unlefs  actually  invaded,  or  in  fuch  imminent  dan- 
ger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay." 

By  article  id,  fection  2d,  it  determines,  "  that  the 
Prefident  fhall  be  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of 
the  feveral  flates,  when  called  into  the  actual  fervice 
of  the  United  States." 

And  to  prevent  apprehenfions,  or  actual  danger, 
to  the  Mates  from  the  reftriction  on  them,  not  to  keep 
troops  or  mips  of  war  in  time  of  peace,  unlefs  with 
the  confent  of  Congrefs,  the  fame  article  and  fection 
of  the  conflitution — article  4,  fection  4 — which  gua- 
rantees to  each  of  the  flates  a  republican  form  of  go- 
vernment, folemnly  engages  that  "  the  United  States 
fhall  protect  each  of  them  againfl  invafion,  and  on 
application  of  the  Legiflature,  or  of  the  Executive 
(when  the  Legiflature  cannot  be  convened)  againfl 
domeflic  violence." 

From  the  view  of  the  intention  of  the  conflitution, 
and  of  the  powers  vefled  in  the  General  Government, 
for  carrying  that  intention  into  effect,  exhibited  by 
the  preceding  citations,  the  Secretary  refpectfully  af- 
fumes,  that  the  whole  power  of  making  war,  and  of 
repelling  invafions,  is  vefled  abfolutely  in  the  General 
Government,  fave  only  in  the  cafes,  and  under  the  cir- 
cumftances  exprefsly  reierved  and  excepted  ;  that  the 
only  excepted  cafes  are  actual  invafion,  or  fuch  immi- 
nent danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay  ;  and  that  from 
the  nature  of  the  General  authority,  and  of  the  fpe- 
cified  exception,  the  Mate  authority  to  engage  in  war, 


16 

under  the  fpecified  exception,  muft  be  held  to  ceafe 
with  the  preffure  of  circumftances,  and  to  continue  no 
longer  than  until  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment can  be  fully  and  competently  applied  to  the  exi- 
gency. 

Now,  as  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  did,  in 
fact,  apply  fuch  part  of  the  force  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, to  the  defence  of  the  menaced  territory,  as 
from  a  full  knowledge  of  all  circumftances,  in  his  judg- 
ment appeared  proper,  it  follows,  from  the  principles 
afTumed,  that  the  fpecial  authority  of  the  ftate  govern- 
ment was,  from  that  moment,  fuperfeded,  or  was  legi- 
timate only,  fo  far  as  it  purfued  the  line  prefcribed  by 
the  paramount  authority.  Any  deviation  from  the 
prefcribed  limitation,  after  the  Prefident  began  to  acl, 
would  appear  incapable  of  attaching  to  itfelf  the  merit 
and  remuneration  of  lawful  fervice. 

The  General  Government  is  indeed  bound  to  pro- 
vide for  the  general  defence,  and  in  virtue  of  this  obli- 
gation, is  bound  to  defray  the  expenfe  of  neceflary 
military  preparation  and  equipment  for  the  defence  of 
any  particular  portion  of  the  Union,  which  may  be 
menaced  or  invaded.  But  the  obligation  would  feem 
to  extend  only  to  fuch  preparation  as  is  made,  or  fer- 
vice rendered,  conformably  to  the  conftitutional  diftri- 
bution  of  powers  and  authorities,  not  to  gratuitous 
equipments,  and  much  lefs  to  fuch  as  have  been  inter- 
dicted by  the  competent  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

If  the  preceding  citations  have  been  well  confidered 
by  the  Secretary,  and  the  deductions  therefrom  juftly 
drawn,  it  muft  be  admitted  that  the  General  Go- 
vernment has,  by  the  conftitution,  full  power  to  pro- 
vide for  the  defence  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  in  any  part  of  it  which  may  be  threatened  or 
invaded  :— That  the  power  referved  to  the  feveral 
applies  only  to  the  cafe  of  fuch  particular  im- 


mediate  and  preffing  emergency,  as  will  not  admit  of 
the  delay  Heceflarily  incident,  on  a  recurrence  to  the 
Federal  power :— That  the  referved  power  can  there- 
fore continue  no  longer  than  the  emergency  : — That 
the  emergency  can  be  confidered  to  continue  no  lon- 
ger than  until  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  been  enabled  to  afiume  the  exercife  of  its  powers 
for  the  general  defence  : — That,  as  applicable  to  the 
claims  in  queftion,  or  contemplated,  the  paramount 
and  general  authority  having  been  in  fact  amimed  and 
brought  into  action,  every  fubfequent  exertion  of  date 
authority,  beyond  a  prefcribed  limit,  was  illegitimate 
and  gratuitous,  inducing  confequently  no  obligation 
i)f  payment  on  the  United  States. 

This  conclufion,  it  is  prefumed,  will  derive  flrength 
and  confirmation  from  a  confideration  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  connected  with  the  fubject. 

By  the  act  of  September  29th,  1789,  entitled  "  An 

act  to  recognize  and  adopt  to  the  conflitution  of  the 

United  States,  the  eflablimment  of  the  troops  railed 

under  the  refolves  of  the  United  States  in  Gongrefs 

I  affernbled,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned," 

jfection  5,  it  is  enacted,  "  That  for  the  purpofe  of 

j  protecling  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 

,  States  from  the  hcftile  incur/ions  of  the  Indians,  the 

!  Prefident  is  hereby  authorifed  to  call  into  fervice,  from 

!  time  to  time,  fuch  part  of  the  militia  of  the  ftates  re- 

fpectively,  as  he  may  judge  neceffary  for  the  purpofe 

aforefaid." 

This  act  was  repealed  by  an  act  of  April  30th, 
1790;  but  the  fifteenth  fection  of  the  repealing  aft, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating  the  military  eflablim- 
ment of  the  United  States,"  exprefsly  repeats  the  pre- 
ceding provifion,  and  enacts  "  That  for  the  purpofe  of 
aiding  the  troops  now  in  fervice,  or  to  be  railed  by  this 
act,  in  protecting  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
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United  States,  the  Prefident  is  hereby  authorifed  to 
call  into  fervice,  from  time  to  time,  fuch  parts  of  the 
militia  of  the  ftates  refpectively,  as  he  may  judge  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid." 

By  an  act  of  March  3d,  1791,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  raifmg  and  adding  another  regiment  to  the  mili- 
tary eftablifhment  of  the  United  States,  and  for  making 
further  provifion  for the  defence  of  the  frontiers  "  fection 
7,  it  is  enacted,  "  That  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Prefi- 
dent, it  will  be  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  fervice 
to  engage  a  body  of  militia  to  act  as  cavalry,  they  fur- 
nifhing  their  own  horfes,  arms,  and  provifions,  it  fhall 
be  lawful  for  him  to  offer  fuch  allowances  to  encourage 
their  engaging  in  the  fervice,  for  fuch  time,  and  on 
fuch  terms,  as  he  fhall  deem  it  expedient  to  prefcribe." 

And  by  the  8th  fection  of  the  fame  act,  it  is  further 
provided,  "  That  if  the  Prefident  mould  be  of  opinion, 
that  it  will  be  conducive  to  the  public  fervice,  to  em- 
ploy troops  inlifled  under  the  denomination  of  levies, 
in  addition  to,  or  in  place  of,  the  militia,  which,  im 
virtue  of  the  power  vefted  in  him  by  law,  he  is  autho- 
rized to  call  into  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  it 
fhall  be  lawful  for  him  to  raife,  for  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing fix  months,  (to  be  difcharged  fooner  if  the  public 
fervice  will  permit)  a  corps  not  exceeding  two  thou- 
fand  non-commiffioned  officers,  privates  and  muficians, 
with  a  fuitable  number  of  commimoned  officers,  &c." 

By  an  act  of  March  the  5th,  1792,  entitled,  "An 
act  for  making  further  and  more  effectual  provifion  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  fec- 
tion 13,  it  is  enacted,  "  That  the  Prefident  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized,  from  time  to  time,  to  call  into 
fervice,  and  for  fuch  periods  as  he  may  deem  requifite, 
fuch  number  of  cavalry  as,  in  his  judgment,  may  be 
neceffary  for  the  proteclion  of  the  frontiers  " 

By  an  ad  of  May  2d,  1792,  entitled,  "  An  act  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
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Union,  fupprefs  infurrections,  and  repel  invafions," 
fection  i  ft,  it  is  enacted,  "  That  whenever  the  United 
States  fhall  be  invaded,  or  be  in  imminent  danger  of 
invafion,  from  any  foreign  nation  or  Indian  tribe,  it 
fhall  be  lawful  for  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States 
to  call  forth  fuch  number  of  the  militia  of  the  ftate  or 
ftates  mod  convenient  to  the  place  of  danger  or  fcene 
of  action,  a&  he  may  judge  neceflary  to  repel  fuch  in- 
vafion, and  to  imie  his  orders  for  that  purpofe  to  fuch 
officer  or  officers  of  the  militia  as  he  fhall  think 
proper/' 

This  act  was  limited  to  two  years,  and  from  thence 
to  the  end  of  the  next  feffion  of  Congrefs ;  but,  be- 
fore it  expired,  this  provifion  was  re-enacted  without 
limitation,  by  an  acl:  of  February  the  2oth,  1795,  in 
the  fame  words. 

At  all  times,  therefore,  fince  the  29th  September, 
1789,  in  virtue  of  one  or  other  of  thefe  ads,  has  the 
Prefident  of  the  United  States  been  in  full  and  ample 
poffeflion,  exclufive  of  the  ordinary  regular  military 
cftablimment,  of  all  neceflary  power  and  authority  to 
call  into  fervice  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  protecting 
the  frontiers,  and  repelling  Indian  invafions  actual  or 
menaced,  fuch  portions  of  the  militia  as  he  fhould 
deem  neceflary  to  the  occafion.  The  conftitutionai 
authority  of  Congrefs  "  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  repel  invasions,"  has  never  been  in  abey- 
ance or  unexecuted ;  and  the  power  of  the  General 
Government  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defence" 
of  the  whole  and  every  part  of  the  United  States,  has 
been,  in  theory  and  in  fact,  at  all  times  commenfurate 
with  any  emergency  of  the  kind  in  queftion. 

The  Prefident  is  the  conftitutionai  organ  to  apply 
this  power  or  any  part  of  it  as  to  him  fhall  feem  pro- 
per. In  the  cafe  under  conlideration,  he  did  apply  a 
part  only,  and  forbade  the  employment  of  a  greater 

"ce.  How  then  can  militia  he  did  not  call  into  fer* 
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vice,  or  thofe  he  authorized,  but  afterwards  ordered 
to  be  difbanded,  be  deemed,  after  the  period  preferr- 
ed by  him  for  their  difcharge,  as  "  in  the  fervice  of 
the  United  States,"  in  which  cafe  only  they  can  be 
entitled  to  receive  pay  from  the  United  States  ? 

From  a  document  fubmitted,  and  before  referred  to, 
(a  letter  from  major  Conftant  Freeman  to  the  Account- 
ant, dated  the  13th  February  laft,)  it  would  appear, 
although  his  ftatement  of  particular  cafes  is  not  fo  cir- 
cumftantial  as  could  be  wifried,  that  the  claims  for 
compenfation  are  for  fervices  which  occurred  or  com- 
menced in  1793,  a  period  when  the  power  of  the 
Prefident,  as  delineated  in  the  laws,  was  as  great,  if 
not  greater,  than  at  prefent  to  provide  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers ;  and  the  Secretary  takes  the 
liberty  to  fuggeft,  that  to  him  it  does  not  admit  of  a 
doubt,  that  the  power  of  the  Prefident  to  call  into 
fervice,  fo  many  of  the  militia,  or  fuch  number,  or  fuch 
part  of  the  militia,  as  he  may  judge  neceflary  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers,  or  for  repelling  invafions, 
agreeably  to  the  ftile  of  all  the  acls  upon  the  fubjecb, 
is,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  a  power  to  declare  the 
number,  and  confequently  to  limit  the  number  to  be 
employed  ;  and  that  there  can  be  no  reafonable  ground 
for  faying  that  his  authority  is  not  as  complete  to 
reduce  as  to  increafe,  or  confirm,  or  continue,  the  force 
engaged  on  fuch  occafions.  No  difference  is  perceived 
in  the  law  on  this  fubjecl  now,  and  that  of  any  former 
period  fince  September,  1789. 

The  letter  of  major  Freeman,  and  thecorrefpondence 
of  the  office,  (hew,  that  reprefentations  of  the  alarming 
fituation  of  the  frontiers  of  Georgia  in  1793,  induced 
the  Prefident  to  authorife  the  Governor  thereof,  to 
call  into  fervice,  for  a  given  time,  at  the  expenfe  oi 
the  Union,  one  hundred  horfe,  and  one  hundred 
foot,  and  afterwards  to  add  fcouts,  proportioned  to 
a   certain   extent  of  frontier,  which   force   he   (the 
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Prefident)  believed  would  be  equal  to  the  protec- 
tion required.  That  the  Governor  was  directed  to 
avoid  offenfive  operations  againft  the  Creeks,  and  arms, 
ammunition  and  equipments,  for  the  force  authorized, 
and  a  much  larger  contemplated  to  be  held  in  readi- 
hefs,  although  not  called  into  fervice,  were  fent  to 
Georgia,  fubjed  to  the  requifition  of  the  Governor. 
That  the  Governor  however  did  not  think  proper,  to 
obey  his  conftitutional  fuperior,  did  not  call  out  all  the 
troops  authorized,  but  drew  out  the  militia  to  a  large 
amount  in  contemplation  of  an  expedition  into  the 
Creek  country,  which  was  not  abandoned  until  after 
repeated  intimations  of  its  illegality,  and  the  pofitive 
interdictions  of  the  Prefident;  and  continued  the  whole 
force  on  the  frontier  for  a  considerable  time,  at  leaft 
until  May,  1794,  about  which  period  Governor  Mat- 
thews, who  had  fucceeded  Governor  Telfair,  pointed 
out  certain  parties  of  the  force  employed,  which  were 
to  be  considered  as  the  troops  authorized  by  the  Pre- 
sident, and  thefe  have  been  all  or  nearly  all  paid  in 
full. 

It  cannot  be  neceflary  to  enter  into  any  confedera- 
tion of  the  wifdom,  the  policy  or  the  expediency  of 
the  conftitutional  rule,  or  of  the  provifions  by  act  of 
Congrefs.  Ita  lex  fcripta  eft.  It  would  be  equally  un- 
availing and  irrelevant  to  difcufs  the  competency  of 
the  meafures  adopted  by  the  Executive  on  the  parti- 
cular occafion :  for  he  acled  under  a  high  conftitu- 
tional refponfibility,  and  in  purfuance  of  an  adequate 
authority. 

The  queftion  of  compenfation  to  the  unauthorized 
militia  would  feem  to  be  of  eafy  folution,  as  between 
the  United  States  and  the  particular  State,  which 
called  its  militia  into  fervice.  As  between  the  United 
States  and  the  individual  militia  man,  it  may  feem  to 
prefert  more  difficulty,  and  yet  perhaps  the  fame  an- 
iwer  may  apply,   becaufe  the  claim  of  the  individual 
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can  only  be  founded  on  his  having  been  "  in  the  ac- 
tual fervice  of  the  United  States,"  becaufe  every 
citizen  is  bound  to  know  and  to  refpect  the  conflitu- 
tion  and  the  laws  ;  and  becaufe  the  facts  which  have 
been  exhibited  fhew,  that  the  fervices  rendered,  were 
called  for  by  the  executive  of  the  flate,  under  the  con- 
flitutional  provifion,  to  which  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  could  alone  refer,  and  actually  did  refer 
the  proceeding.  The  power  exercifed  by  the  Gover- 
nor derived  from  this  fource,  was  uncontroulable,  in 
its  commencement,  but  if  the  pofition  be  true,  that  it 
applies  only  to  the  cafe  of  exigence,  or  imminent 
danger  admitting  of  no  delay,  and  could  exift  no  lon- 
ger, than  until  the  paramount  authority  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government  was  called  into  action,  then  it  would 
feem,  that  all  fervices  rendered  after  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  informed  of  the  extraordinary  force, 
kept  in  the  field,  had  declined  to  authorize  it,  and  not 
only  fo,  but  reiterated  its  prohibition  of  employing 
more  than  a  limited  force,  were  not  rendered  in  the 
employment  of  the  United  States.  And  may  not  the 
Governor's  exercife  of  his  conftkutional  power  be- 
referred  from  the  firfl,  to  a  high  refponfibility,  and  if 
improperly  exercifed,  his  constituents  be  involved  in 
the  fame  ?  The  Governor  is  a  chofen  functionary  of 
a  flate.  The  conftitution  of  the  United  States  by  the 
tenth  fection  of  its  firft  article,  when  it  reftricts  a  flate 
from  the  right,  without  the  confent  of  Congrefs,  "  to 
keep  troops  or  fhips  of  war  in  time  of  peace,  or  engage 
in  war,  unlefs  actually  invaded,  or  in  fuch  imminent 
danger,  as  will  not  admit  of  delay,"  gives  by  impli- 
cation the  right  to  a  flate,  in  cafe  of  aftual  in-vafion  or 
imminent  danger  not  admitting  of  delay,  "  to  keep 
troops,  mips  of  war,  and  engage  in  war,  in  time  of 
peace,"  that  is,  when  war  has  not  been  declared  by 
Congrefs — but  defignates  no  organ,  by  which  the 
(late  is  to  act.    'Whatever  functionary  the  flate  (hall 


act  by  in  fuch  prefumed  cafes,  the  ftate  would  feem 
refponfible  for,  and  a  difcretionary  power  fhould  ever 
be  reftri&ed  by  the  rules  of  found  reafon. 

Another  ftate  of  facts  might  furnifh  fome  better 
ground,  for  the  claim  of  the  individual — if  the  Pre- 
fident had  devolved  his  whole  authority,  on  the  Exe- 
cutive of  the  ftate,  or  the  militia  commander  of  the 
expedition,  limited  only  by  confidential  orders  or  in- 
ftructions.  If  contrary  to  thefe  orders  and  inftructions, 
the  commanding  officer  kept  up  the  whole  force  that 
had  been,  by  the  Prefident's  authority,  placed  origi- 
nally under  his  command,  notwithftanding  directions 
to  difband  a  part  thereof  or  the  whole — If  the  fer- 
vice  was  actually  performed  under  an  officer  fo  autho- 
rized— If  no  fpecific  portion  or  corps  of  the  levies 
or  militia,  were  directed  to  be  diibanded,  but  the  or- 
der was  merely  to  difband  a  certain  number,  and  to 
continue  a  certain  number  in  fervice,  and  if  under 
fuch  circumftances,  the  whole  were  neverthelefs  kept 
in  fervice,  the  Secretary  certainly   fhould,  in   fuch 
cafe,  think  that  the  whole  ought  to  be  paid  by  the 
United  States,  under  a  congreffional  provifion,  and 
that  refponfibility  mould  attach  on  the  officer  alone, 
who  thus  neglected,  or  difobeyed  the  orders  of  the 
Prefident,  becaufe  the  individual  militia-man  could 
not  juftly  be  referred  to  the  fource,  but  only  to  the 
channel  of  authority,  becaufe  it  would  be  impoftible 
to  fay  what  individuals  fhould  be  admitted  to,  and 
who  fhould  be  excluded  from  compenfation,  and  be- 
caufe from  the  nature  of  military  fubordination,  there 
would,  under  fuch  circumftances,  be  no  protection 
for  the  individual,  againft  the  penalties  of  difobedi- 
ence,  to  his  immediate  military  fuperior.     But  it  will 
be  feen,  that  the  ground  or  fupport  of  thia  latter  con- 
clufion,  does  not  apply  to  the  unauthorized  fervices 
now  in  queftion.     The  Prefident  never  devolved  a 
general  authority,  to  call  out  the  militia,  when  he 
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might  judge  circumftances  required,  upon  the  Go- 
vernor of  Georgia  :  he  veiled  him  only  with  a  fpecial 
authority,  to  call  out  a  limited  number  of  horfe  and 
foot,  and  thefe  were  to  be  put  under  the  direction  of 
a  continental  officer— he  reitricted  him  to  the  exact 
number,  and  when  a  greater  number  were  known  to 
have  been  employed,  he  referred  the  employment  of 
them,  to  the  Governor's  refponfibility — and  the  con- 
ftitutional  powers  veiled  in  him,  in  cafes  of  actual  in- 
yafion  or  fueh  imminent  danger  as  would  not  admit 
of  delay,  exprefsly  advifing  him,  that  fuch  a  fituation 
of  things  could  alone  juflify  his  meafures. 

Although  the  general  theory  of  the  conflitution, 
and  the  laws  as  heretofore  itated,  is  fuppofed  to  be 
inconteitible  in  an  abitract  view,   to   wit,   that  the 
power  referved  to  the  flates,  cannot  be  legitimately  ex- 
ercifed,  even  in  cafes  of  invafion,  or  fuch  imminent 
danger  thereof,  as  will  not  admit  of  delay,   longer 
than  until  a  recurrence  can  be  had  to  the  authority  of 
the  Prefident,  and  until  he  can  apply  his  powers,  foi 
the  defence  of  the  country,  to  the  particular  exigency : 
yet  embarraitment  may  feem  to  occur  in  applying  this 
general  theory  to  particular  cafes,  and  efpecially  when 
the  claims  are  to  be  determined  on  the  application  of 
the  individual  foldier  for  his  pay — This  embarraiTment 
the  Secretary  prefumes,  may  arife  from  a  confidera- 
lion  of  the  power  which  each  refpective  flate  has,  to 
provide  for  its  own  immediate  protection  and  defence,] 
by  calling  out  its  own  militia,  in  the  cafes  fpecified  in 
the  conflitution — and  of  the  rule  which  pervades  all 
the  laws,  that  the  militia-man  mail  be  paid,  "  whei 
called  into  the  actual  fervice,"  or  "  while  employed  ii 
ihe  actual  fervice  of  the  United  States."     It  may  be 
laid  that  no  rule  or  principle,  has  been  devifed,  for 
referring  to  any  other  authority,  than  the  itate  itfelf, 
to  determine,  what  particular  combination  of  circum 
ihrices,  mall  confiitute  a  cafe  of  imminent  danger. 


/ 


25 

and  that  the  militia  called  out  by  the  ftate  fo  circum- 
ftanced,  under  the  conftitutional  provifion,  mufl  be 
deemed  to  be  in  the  fervice  of,  and  entitled  to  pay, 
from  the  United  States.     That  from  the  neceflity  of 
the  cafe,  the  ftate  mufl  determine  in  the  firft  inftance, 
and  that  there  is  no  power  to  revife  or  controul  its  de- 
cifion,  fo  as  to  annul  what  is  has  conftitutionally  done. 
That  the  power  itfelf  is  founded  in  ftrong  expediency, 
particularly  in  relation  to  Indian  hoftilities,  which  are 
not  governed  by  any  of  the  eftablifhed  rules  of  war- 
Ifare,  are  for  the  moil  part  fudden  in  their  defign  and 
(execution,  and  always  break  out  in  dates  remote  from 
the  feat  of  the  General  Government.     That  the  flate 
has  an  authority  which  it  may  exclufively  exercife  in 
the  firft  inftance,  according  to  its  difcretion,  and  to 
fulfil  the  intention  for  which  it  was  referved  to  it,  may 
even  after  a  reference  to  the  Executive  of  the  Union 
ftill  exercife  it,  whenever  future  intelligence  or  indi- 
cations of  increafed  hoftile  preparations,  imminently 
threatening  the  fafety  of  its  citizens,  and  too  great  to 
be  repelled  by  the  force  ordered  by  the  Prefident,  fhall 
make  it  neceffary.     But  it  mould  be  recollected,  that 
this  power  or   authority  of  the  ftate,  is  a  referved 
power,  and  as  fuch  fhould  be  ftriclly  conftrued ;  that 
among  individuals  this  is  always  the  cafe ;  that  it  can- 
not be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  duty  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government,  or  releafe  from,  except  in  cafes 
of  manifeft  neceflity,  general  reftri&ions  intended  for 
the  welfare  of  all  the  ftates  in  the  Union,  and  with- 
out which,  that  harmony,  and  mutual  dependence, 
which  gives  ftrength  to  the  whole,  would  not  exift ; 
that  by  the  conftitution,  which  is  a  compact  of  every 
citizen  with  the  whole  community — "  No  ftate  fhall, 
without  the  confent  of  Congrefs,  keep  troops  or  fhips 
of  war  in  time  of  peace,  or  engage  in  war  unlefs  ac- 
tually invaded  or  in  fuch  imminent  danger^  as  will  not 
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admit  of  delay" — that  the  power  given  by  thefe  words, 
is  evidently  reftricted,  or  in  other  words,  it  is  given 
upon  conditions,  and  only  in  cafe  of  certain  events 
or  a  given  fituation  of  things  occurring,   that  when 
properly  exercifed,  it  is  to  affect  all  the  other  flates, 
and  all  the  citizens  of  the  Union,  by  the  expenfes  it 
will  occafion — and  that  as  in  the  cafes  of  compacts 
among  individuals,  the  other  parties  mull  reafonably 
have  a  right  of  enquiring  whether  the  authority,  by 
the  exercife  of  which  they  are  to  be  affected,  had  ac- 
tually accrued,  whether  the  events  upon  which  it  was 
dependant,   had  happened,   and   of  refufing,   if  the 
events  had  not  happened,  to  participate  in  its  expenfe. 
To  apply  the  lad  obfervations  to  the  cafes  of  claims 
for  militia  fervices  in  Georgia,  for  the  period  before 
flated,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  repeat  that  no  proof  of 
invafion,  or  of  fuch  imminent  danger  of  invafion,  as 
would  not  admit  of  delay,  by  any  Indian  nation,  has 
been  produced  by  the  Executive  of  Georgia  at  any 
time — that  the  correfpondence  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment within  the  period  in  queflion,  exhibits  flrong  evi* 
dence,  that  the  communications  to  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States  evinced  nothing  more,  than  indica- 
tions of  predatory  incurfions,    by  detached  Indians, 
and  by  no  means  a  general,  or  national  combination  to 
invade  the  flate  of  Georgia — that  fo  informed,  the 
Prefident  applied  fuch  a  force,  as  in  his  judgment  was 
fufficient  to  refill  predatory  incurfions,  and  advifed 
and  took  meafures,  for  providing  and  preparing  the 
militia  in  general  to  meet  a  more  ferious  flate  of 
things,  but  not  to  call  them  into  immediate  fervice. 
That  the  Governor  of   Georgia,    while  the  proper 
functionary  of  the  General  Government  was  actually 
exercifing  his  powers  according  to  his  judgment,  and 
the  demand  of  the  exigency,  undertook  without  con- 
fulling   the  Prefident,  to  order  out  large  bodies  of 
militia — That  by  the  correfpondence  of  the  War  Be- 
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partment  it  fufficiently  appears  he  did  not  even  advife 
the  Prefident  of  the  meafures  he  had  taken,  but  that 
being  advifed  of  them  from  other  quarters,  the  Prefi- 
dent wrote  to  the  Governor,  that  the  meafures  he  had 
taken,  and  the  great  number  of  troops  he  had  called 
into  the  field,  could  only  be  juftified,  by  the  power 
vefted  in  him  by  the  conftitution,  in  cafes  of  invafion, 
or  imminent  danger  thereof,  not  admitting  of  delay, 
and  expreffed  a  hope,  that  as  foon  as  the  apprehended 
danger  was  over,  the  troops  would  be  reduced  to 
the  limited  number  he  had  in  his  judgment,  thought 
to  be  fufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers.  That 
it  alfo  is  evident  from  other  letters  to  the  Governor, 
and  the  ftatement  of  Major  Freeman,  that  the  inten- 
tion of  the  numerous  troops  called  into  the  field,  was 
to  attack  fome  of  the  Creek  towns,  and  that  this  inten- 
tion was  pertinacioufly  perfifted  in,  until  the  Prefident 
informed  thereof,  pofitively  prohibited  the  meafure 
as  unconflitutional,  unlefs  Congrefs  had  declared 
war.  The  calling  out  of  militia,  for  the  p'urpofes  of 
attack,  is  in  the  abflracl,  manifeflly  not  within  the  re- 
ferved  power  of  a  ftate,  and  no  circumflances  have 
been  prefented  to  fhew,  that  attack  in  the  then  ex- 
ifting  fituation  of  things,  could  have  been  confidered, 
as  it  fometimes  has  been,  a  neceffary  defenfive  mea- 
fure. 

From  what  precedes,  and  a  full  reflection  upon  the 
claims  for  unauthorized  fervices,  depending  upon  the 
prefent  determination  of  Congrefs,  the  Secretary  can- 
not refrain  from  faying  that  his  mind  is  impreffed  with 
the  opinion,  that  no  incidents  or  occurrences  of  fuf- 
ficient magnitude  had  happened,  within  any  part  of  the 
period  ftated,  to  juflify  the  exercife  by  the  Governor  of 
Georgia,  of  the  power  referved  to  the  ftates — no  in- 
vafion took  place,  nor  did  there  exift  "  fuch  imminent 
danger  as  would  not  admit  of  delay" — the  danger 
was  in  fad  reprefenred  to  the  Prefident,  and  he  acW 
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any~provided  againft  It  by  directing  fuch  a  force  to  bs 
employed,  as  he  thought  neceffary  for  the  purpofe, 
and  fuch  preliminary  meafures  to  be  taken  as  would 
enfure  a  greater  when  circumflanccs  mould  require  it. 
That  the  conduct  of  the  Governor  evinced  a  pe« 
remptory  and  fyiteinatic  difregard  of  the  Prefident^ 
orders,  and  interference  with  his  functions,  not  jufti^ 
fled  by  emergency,  and  perfevered  in  during  a  long  pe« 
riod,  obviouily  predicated  on  an  opinion,  that  the 
Prefident  had  infufficiently  provided,  not  for  a  cafe  of 
imminent  andfudden  danger,  but  either  for  a  regular  and 
permanent  defence,  or  as  is  very  probable,  for  a  me- 
ditated attack  upon  the  Indian  territory,  and  that  hef 
(the  Governor)  had  a  right  to  aifume  authority  to 
make  a  more  adequate  provifion  for  fuch  permanent 
defence^  or  meditated  attack.  That  fuch  conduct  wa$ 
a  manifefl:  and  flagrant  violation  of  the  conflitution  on 
the  part  of  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  and  was  not  in 
its  commencement,  or  outfet,  fuch  an  exercife  of  the 
powers  referved  to  the  ftate,  of  engaging  in  war  in 
cafe  of  imminent  danger,  as  can  at  all  bring  the  mili- 
tia called  out  by  his  foie  authority,  within  the  predi* 
cament  of  having  been  called  into,  or  employed  in 
the  actual  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

The  interdiction  of  the  conflitution  is  two- fold: 
Firfl,  the  ftates  mall  not  keep  troops  in  time  of  peacei 
without  the  confent  of  Congrefs.  Second,  they 
mall  not  engage  in  war,  but  in  certain  excepted  cafes. 
If  the  Georgia  militia  who  claim  compenfation,  were 
called  out  by  the  Governor  as  a  mere  defenfive  prepa- 
ration, .againft  a  poffible  or  diftant  danger,  it  was  un- 
conftitutionai  according  to  the  ffrft  branch  of  the  pro* 
hibition,  and  can  unquefticnahly  form  no  legitimate 
bafis,  for  a  demand  of  pay  from  the  United  States, 
and  if  they  were  called  out  with  a  view  to  offenfive 
operations,  it  was  equally  unlawful,  inafmuch  as  no 
imminent  danger  appears  to  have  exifted  which  would 
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not  admit  of  delay,  and  in  truth  the  danger  which 
actually  threatened  was  provided  againfl  by  the  proper 
or  paramount  authority  to  the  extent  which  was  by  that 
authority  judged  neceffary.  In  a  word,  no  circum- 
flances  applicable  to  the  unauthorized  militia  of  Geor- 
gia within  the  period  mentioned,  appear  to  the  Secre- 
tary to  afford  a  ground  for  compenfation,  to  which 
the  general  government  ought  to  accede,  but  on  the 
contrary  to  afford  every  ground  for  with-holdiug  re- 
muneration. 

The  Secretary  apprehends  that  the  award  of  com- 
penfation by  Congrefs,  to  the  militia  who  ferved  un- 
der General  Sevier,  on  an  expedition  from  the  South 
Weflern  Territory  againfl  the  Creeks,  and  Cherokee 
Indians,  in  the  year  1 793,  and  a  like  award  to  the  militia 
who  ferved  under  Major  James  Ore,  for  fervices  per- 
formed in  the  year  1794,  againfl  the  Lower  Cherokee 
Indians,  may  be  urged  as  precedents,  for  allowing 
the  claims  of  the  unauthorized  militia  of  Georgia. 
In  his  mind,  however,  very  diflinguifhing  circum- 
fiances  are  presented,  fufficient  to  take  from  thefe 
cafes,  any  authority  as  precedents,  and  any  applicabi- 
lity to  the  Georgia  claims. 

The  colonial  connection  of  the  South  Weflern  Ter- 
ritorywith  the  United  States,  at  the  period  the  fervices 
under  General  Sevier  and  Major  Ore  were  alledged 
to  be  performed,  forms  an  efTential  feature  of  diftinc- 
tion.  At  that  time  the  South  Weflern  Territory  pof- 
feifed  no  independent  abflract  authority,  fuch  as  is  re- 
ferved  exprefsly  or  impliedly  to  the  feverai  ftates  by 
the  conilitution.  The  Governor  and  Secretary  of 
that  Territory  were  appointed  by  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States,  and  therefore  every  thing  done  by  the 
command  or  authority  of  the  Governor  or  Secretary 
of  that  Territory,  who  thus  derived  their  powers  and 
appointments,  might  juftly  be  deemed  as  done  under 
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the  authority  of  the  United  States,  although  in  fa& 
fome  things  might  be  commanded  contrary  to  the  Pre- 
fident's  inflru&ions,  with  which  the  militia  of  the  ter- 
ritory could  not  be  fuppofed  to  be  converfant,  or  to 
be  the  proper  interpreters  of  even  if  they  knew  them. 
Upon  looking  into  the  debates  and  proceedings  of 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  on  the  claim  of  compen- 
fation  to  thofe  employed  on  General  Sevier's  expediti- 
on, determined  on  the  petition  of  Hugh  Lawfonf 
White,  the  Secretary  finds  that  the  claim  was  fupport- 
ed,  on  the  neceffity  of  the  expedition  only,  and  was  op- 
pofed  merely  on  the  ground,  that  this  neceffity  did 
not  appear  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  whom  the  petition  had  been  previouily  referred — 
That  the  constitutional  quefhion  was  but  incidentally 
touched  upon  when  it  was  faid  that  the  houfe  mould 
proceed  cautioufly,  as  it  was  about  to  eftablifh  an  im- 
portant precedent.  That  the  difcuffion  ended  in  a  re* 
ference  both  of  the  petition  and  report,  in  order  to  a 
further  flate  of  facts,  to  a  fpecial  committee,  who  re- 
ported an  additional  fet  of  documents,  collected  fronv 
the  correfpondence  of  the  War  Department,  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  houfe,  and  recommended  a  refolutior* 
for  an  appropriation  in  favour  of  the  claim,  which 
was  agreed  to  without  a  word  of  oppofition.  The 
queftion  therefore  feems  to  have  been  decided  entirely 
on  the  ground  of  the  expediency  and  neceffity  of  the 
expedition,  and  as  it  is  conceived,  without  reference  to 
the  conflitutional  principle.  The  idea  of  the  colonial 
fituation  of  Tenneffee  at  that  time,  was  not  at  all  ad- 
verted to,  which,  as  has  been  obferved,  ftrikes  as  a 
very  important  confederation,  diftinguiming  both  this 
cafe,  and  that  of  Major  Ore's,  from  that  of  an  actual 
or  intended  expedition,  under  the  authority  of  a  ftate. 
The  only  authority  exercifed  in  the  South  Weftern 
Territory  at  the  time  of  either  expedition,  was  the- 
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luthority  of  the  United  States.  The  inhabitants  knew 
10  other  fovereignty — there  was  indeed  a  local  admi- 
liilration,  but  that  adminiflration  derived  its  authority 
Tom  the  United  States  only. 

Major  Ore's  expedition  was  ordered  by  General 
ilobertfon,  who  commanded  in  the  Mero  diitrict,  and 
leld  his  commiflion  from  the  Prefident,  and  therefore 
;he  authority  of  the  United  States  over  the  militia  of 
hat  territory  was  prefumed  to  be  exercifed  through 
lim.  In  this  cafe,  however,  the  appropriation  feems 
:o  have  paifed  without  oppofition. 

It  is  aifo  believed,  that  in  the  determination  of  nei- 
her  of  thefe  cafes,  was  any  reference  had  to  the  fe- 
:ond  article  of  compact,  between  the  original  dates, 
tnd  the  people  and  ftates  in  the  faid  territory,  made 
inalterable,  unlefs  by  common  confent,  and  inferted. 
n  the  ordinance  .for  the  government  of  the  territory 
)f  the  United  States,  north-weft  of  the  river  Ohio, 
vhich  is  deemed  to  be  equally  obligatory  upon  the 
jeople  of  the  South  Weflera  Territory,  and  contains 
ihefe  words9  '*  The  ufmofl  good  faith  mall  always  be 
)bferved  towards  the  Indians :  their  lands  and  pro- 
perty (hall  never  be  taken  from  them  without  their 
confent ;  and  in  their  property,,  rights,  and  liber ty9 
ithey  never  fhali  be  invaded  or  difturbed.,  unlefs  in  juft 
md  lawful  wars,  authorized  by  Congrefs.'9  This  is  men- 
ioned  to  fhew  that  Congrefs  probably  acted  from  mo- 
tives of  expediency  folely,  in  their  proceedings  upon 
the  cafes  mentioned. 

Another  confideration  applies  to  General  Sevier's 
expedition.  The  Prefident  ac  that  time  had  actually- 
authorized  a  levy  of  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  ter- 
ritory, leaving  the  numbers  and  the  command,  and  the 
djfpqfition  of  the  force  to  the  Governor,  interdicting 
only  any  irruption  into  the  Indian  country.  There 
H5M  therefore  no  queftion  that  the  militia  were  law- 
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fully  called  into  fervice  by  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  and  were,  when  affembled  under  this  call,  ifl 
the  actual  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and  therefore* 
entitled  to  be  paid.  When  in  the  field  under  a  regular 
authority,  they  certainly  could  not  be  held  individually 
accountable  for  the  direction  their  commanding  officer 
gave  to  the  force  under  his  command,  or  for  the  con- 
formity of  his  proceedings  to  his  inflru&ions.  The  ob- 
jection reported  to  Congrefs  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
v/as  grounded  on  the  direction  of  the  force  being  con- 
trary  to  the  Prefident's  inhibition,  but  circumftancefr 
fufncient  appeared  to  Congrefs  to  excufe  the  devia- 
tion from  the  letter  of  the  Prefident's  orders,  and  be- 
neficial refults  were  ftrongiy  urged  to  juftify  the  grant 
of  compenfation. 

As  the  preceding  cafes,  from  their  difference  in 
effential  features,  and  the  relative  fituation  of  the  par- 
ties, and  the  omiffion  in  their  determination  to  irivefti 
gate  any  conftitutional  queflion,  are  fuppofed  to  afford 
no  precedent  in  the  cafes  from  Georgia,  fo  neither  does 
the  Secretary  fuppofe  they  can  derive  any  fupport 
from  the  allegation  that  rations  were  iifued  to  the  men 
by  the  continental  commiilaries,  unlefs  it  can  be  fhewn 
that  orders  were  given  for  the  purpofewith  the  confent, 
knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  Prefident.  The 
payment  of  intereft.  upon  certificates  irregularly  iffued 
by  an  executive  officer,  without  the  fanction  of  any 
order  or  refolution  of  Congrefs,  has  bsen  decided  not 
to  confer  validity  upon  a  claim  originally  deflitute  of 
it,  any  more  than  like  payments  of  intereft  by  the 
miftake  of  public  officers  upon  counterfeit  and  forged 
certificates,  could  give  validity  to  thofe  of  the  latter 
defcription.  And  between  individuals,  the  payment  of 
intereft  by  an  agent  upon  the  prefumed,  but  not  real 
obligation  of  his  principal,  has  never  been  held  to 
give  validity  to  fuch  an  obligation.    "  The  fame  rules 
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of  right  which  govern  cafes  between  individuals,  muft 
appear  to  be  the  proper  guides  in  cafes  between  the 
public  and  individuals." 

The  Secretary  has  delayed  his  report  on  the  fubjecl: 
of  thefe  claims,  in  the  expectation  of  being  able  to 
give  an  extended  and  correct  view  of  their  whole  mag- 
nitude by  the  receipt  of  mufler  rolls  flated  by  major 
Freeman  to  be  not  yet  forwarded— he  has  been  difap- 
pointed.  The  exhibition  he  has  prefented  of  the  prin- 
ciples conceived  to  be  involved  in  the  fubjecl,  he  be- 
lieves to  be  enjoined  by  duty.  And  whatever  may  be 
the  prefent  determination  of  Congrefs,  he  prefumes  to 
fuggefl  the  propriety,  and  even  indifpenfable  neceffity 
of  a  legiflative  provifion : — That  whenever  in  future 
any  flate  under  the  powers  referved  to  it  by  the  confli- 
tution,  calls  its  own  militia  into  fervice,  the  troops  thus 
called  into  fervice  mall  be  paid  directly  by  the  flate, 
and  that  the  United  States,  if  the  exercife  of  the  re- 
ferved power  was  regular  and  proper,  mall  re-imburfe 
the  flate  all  lawful  expenditure  on  this  account.  Such 
a  legiflative  provifion  would  give  to  future  queflions 
of  this  kind,  very  different  afpects \  but  there  is  cer- 
tainly great  difficulty  in  refilling  a  demand  for  the  pay 
of  an  individual  in  the  prefent  flate  of  the  law  on  this 
fubjecl:. 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  on  the  eleventh,  and 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  twelfth  of  Fe- 
bruary inflant,  referred  alfo  a  new  petition  from  Jonas 
Fauche,  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  the  officers  and  fol- 
diers  of  a  troop  of  militia  dragoons,  formerly  under 
his  command,  praying  for  compenfation  for  fervices 
from  the  23d  of  April,  1793,  until  the  iothof  May, 
1794,  a  period  fliort  of  that  for  which  compenfation 
is  prayed  by  the  former  petition.  Thefe  petitions  the 
Secretary  takes  the  liberty  to  apply  to  the  foregoing 
Report,  which  is  intended  to  comprehend  all  the  un» 
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authorized  fervices  of  the  militia  of  Georgia,  from 
1792,  to  the  year  1796  inclufive. 

All  which  is  mofl  refpectfully  fubmitted. 

JAMES  M'HENRY, 
Secretary  of  War. 
War  Department, 
February  2otb,   1800. 


COPY. 


SIR, 


Philadelphia, 

iph  February,  ijg$* 


IN  compliance  with  the  requeft  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  1 9th  of  laft  month,  I  make  the  following 
ftatement  of  fads  relative  to  the  militia  claims  of  the 
flate  of  Georgia,  which  have  been  heretofore  denomi- 
nated unauthorized. 

The  alarming  fituation  of  the  frontiers  in  1793, 
induced  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  to  autho- 
rize the  Governor  of  Georgia  to  call  into  fervice,  at 
the  expenfe  of  the  Union,  one  hundred  horfe  and  one 
hundred  foot ;  and  fcouts  or  fpies  in  proportion  of  two 
to  every  ten  miles  of  the  extent  of  the  frontier.  (1) 
Several  detachments  of  militia  dragoons  had  been 
called  into  fervice  in  1792,  and  paid  by  the  United 
States.  (2)     It  was,  however,  fuppofed  the  force  now 

(1)  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Governor,  30th 
May,  1793. 

(2)  Commanded  by  Captains  Fauche,  Barnett,  Phinizy, 
Charles  WiUiamfon  and  Melton, 
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contemplated  would  be  equal  to  the  prote&ion  re- 
quired :  And  the  Governor  was  directed  to  avoid  of- 
fenfive  operations  againft  the  Creek  Indians.  The 
equipments  for  the  dragoons,  and  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion for  the  militia,  were  fent  to  Georgia,  fubject  to 
the  orders  of  the  Governor.  (3) 

Mr.  Telfair,  who  then  prefided  in  that  ftate,  did 
not  think  proper  to  call  into  fervice  the  troops  autho- 
rized by  the  Prefident,  but  had  drawn  out  the  militia 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  ;  on  my  arrival  in 
Augufta  (September,  1793)  I  found  him  ferioufly 
occupied  in  making  preparations  for  an  expedition  in- 
to the  Creek  country  ;  which  he  fuppofed  himfelf  au- 
thorized to  do  upon  fome  expreffions  in  a  letter  to 
him  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  the  10th  of 
June  1793,  but  another  letter  which  I  handed  to  him, 
written  in  July,  put  a  flop  to  this  bufmefs.  (4)  I  was 
afterward  directed  by  the  Secretary  not  to  concur  in 
any  arrangements  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  States, 
which  the  Governor  might  choofe  to  make  for  the 
purpofe  of  invading  the  Creeks.  (5) 

About  fix  hundred  militia  were  calculated  to  be  in 
fervice  this  year,  but  I  could  never  afcertain  the  num- 
bers accurately  ;  as  I  neither  received  returns,  nor 
mufter-rolls,  although  I  had  furnifhed  the  Governor 
with  the  neceflary  forms.  (6)  And  Colonel  Gaither, 
the  commanding  officer  in  that  ftate,  did  not  fuppofe 
he  mould  be  juftified  in  directing  an  officer  under  his 
command  to  mufler  the  militia,  unlefs  he  mould  be 
firft  informed  upon  what  authority  they  had  been  call- 

(3)  Letters  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major  Forfyth  the 
79th  April,  and  to  the  Governor  30th  May,  1793, 

(4)  My  Letters  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  4th  and 
nth  September,  1793. 

(5)  The  Secretary's  letter  to  me,  5th  September,  1793. 

(6)  My  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  4th,  nth,  and 
25th  September,  21ft  of  October,  and  31ft  December,  1793. 
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ed  into  fervice,  and  fliould  receive  inftru&ions  fronts 
the  War-office  for  the  purpofe.(7)  The  militia  there- 
fore were  not  muttered. 

The  force  was  continued  on  the  frontiers ;  and  it 
was  not  until  the  8th  May  1794*  that  I  received  any 
correct  information  on  this  fubjed  :  Governor  Ma* 
thews  then  wrote  me  that,  the  troop  commanded  by 
Captain  Armftrong  were  to  be  confidered  as  the  hun- 
dred horfe,  and  certain  militia  potts  on  the  upper  fron- 
tier as  the  hundred  foot :  thefe  have  been  in  part  paid 
agreeably  to  the  eftimates  tranfmitted  to  your  office. (8) 
I  was  ignorant  of  what  might  have  been  the  total  num- 
ber of  militia  in  fervice — it  was  faid  that  at  one  period 
twelve  hundred  drew  rations  of  provifions  from  the 
United  States.  It  is  certain  the  number  greatly  ex- 
ceeded what  had  been  contemplated  by  the  Prefi- 
dent.  (9) 

In  anfwer  to  the  feveral  communications  I  had 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  militia  af- 
fairs, I  received  orders  to  tranfmit  to  the  War-office 
the  mutter  and  pay  rolls  for  thofe  who  had  been  in 
fervice,  in  order  that  they  might  befubmitted  to  Con* 
grefs.  (10)  In  confequence  thereof  I  directed  the  pay* 
matter  of  the  militia  not  to  receive,  or  examine,  any 
rolls  for  fervices  performed  after  the  31ft  March  1794, 
as  I  fuppofed  the  Governor  had  received,  about  that 
time,  his  letter  from  the  War-office  of  the  1 2d  Fe- 
bruary :  the  periods  were  afterwards  extended  to  the 
10th  May  for  the  upper,  and  to  the  firft  of  June  for 

(7)  My  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  21ft  October  and 
31ft  December  1793. 

(8)  16th  Auguft  and  27th  December  1794,  and  2d  Jar 
nuary  1795. 

(9)  Letters  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Governor  and 
John  Haberfham,  Efq.  22d  February  1794. 

(10)  Letters  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Governor  and 
myfelf  2  2d  February  1794. 
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the  lower  counties,  (i  i)  It  is  therefore  to  be  under- 
stood that  all  the  militia  fervices  performed  in  Georgia 
in  the  year  1793,  and  to  the  periods  before  mentioned 
in  1794,  except  the  hundred  horfe,  hundred  foot  and 
the  fpies,  for  which  appropriations  have  not  already 
been  made,  are  termed  unauthorized ;  becaufe  they 
exceeded  the  numbers  limited  in  the  letter  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  to  the  Governor,  of  the  30th  May 

1793- 
On  the  7th  of  November  1794,  I  tranfmitted  to 

your  office  the  Eflimate  No.  1 ,  accompanied  with  one 
fet  of  the  mufter  and  pay  rolls  :  I  refer  you  to  my  let- 
ters to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  to  your  predecerTor, 
of  that  date,  for  the  fulleft  information  upon  this  fub- 
ject.  The  receipt  of  thefe  rolls  was  acknowledged  by 
the  Accountant  on  the  10th  of  December  1794. 

As  the  Eflimate  No.  1 ,  did  not  comprehend  all  the 
militia  claims,  other  mufter  and  pay  rolls  for  fimilar 
fervices  were  received  by  the  pay-mafter.  On  the  27th 
February,  1796,  the  Eflimate  No.  2,  was  tranfmitted 
to  your  office  5  and  the  receipt  thereof  acknowledged 
on  the  8th  April,  10th  and  17th  of  June. 

I  now  fubmit  to  you  two  other  Eftimates,  No.  2  and 
3,  thefe  four  contain  all  the  claims  for  unauthorized 
fervices  which  have  been  received  either  by  the  pay- 
mafter  of  the  militia  or  myfelf,  to  the  1 2th  September, 
1798,  except  fome  rolls  which  have  been  returned  to 
be  corrected,  particularly  for  fervices  performed  in 
Wamington  county,  under  the  command  of  captains 
Shepherd  and  Hampton.  There  are  alfo  fome  to  be 
expected  from  the  counties  of  Chatham,  Effingham, 
jBurke,  Columbia  and  Elbert. 

The  Accountant  informed  me  that  the  Eflimate, 
No.  1,  had  been  fubmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 

(11)  My  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  7th  November 

1794. 
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and  he  required  explanations  relative  to  the  fervices 
which  had  been  performed.  (12)  He  farther  requefled 
me  to  obtain  from  the  Governor  a  certificate  that  the 
militia  were  called  into  fervice  for  defenjive  operations. 
(13)  Thefe  inquiries  are  fully  anfwered  in  the  Go- 
vernors letter  to  me  of  the  8th  of  May,  a  copy  of 
which  I  tranfmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
23d  June,  1795?  It  does  not,  however,  appear  that 
General  Knox  made  any  report  to  Congrefs  upon  this 
Eftimate  ;  probably  the  information  required  from  the 
Governor  could  not  be  obtained  before  he  refigned  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  War, 

You  alfo  informed  me  that  you  had  reported  on 
thefe  claims,  and  fubmitted  them  to  the  Secretary  of 
War ;  and  that  a  decifion  might  be  foon  expected.  ( 1 4) 
The  Secretary,  in  his  letter  to  me  of  the  6th  Auguft, 
1795,  writes,  that  "  The  large  Eftimate  for  fer-, 
"  vices  about  which  my  predecerTor  doubted  I  have 
"  looked  into  and  will  immediately  farther  examine. 
*'  From  the  complexion  of  the  claims  connect  with 
<s  the  Governor's  certificate,  in  his  letter  of  the  8th  of 
"  May  laft  to  you,  and  which  I  received  enclofed  ia 
^  my  letter  of  the  23d  of  June,  I  am  inclined  to 
*c  think  they  muff  be,  at  leaft,  generally  admitted." 
"  Whatever  is  to  be  done  about  militia  arrears  mall  be 
u  in  a  few  days  determined."'  Unfortunately,  the 
peculiar  fituation  of  the  government,  about  that  pe- 
riod, engrofTed  the  whole  time  and  attention  of  the 
Secretary,  who  left  the  Department  of  War  before  any 
•Jecifion  could  be  made. 

Nothing  farther  has  been  done,  to  my  knowledge, 
relative  to  this  bufmefs,  excepting  that  on  the  8th 

{12.)  His  letter  to  me,  10th  December,  1794. 
(13.)  His  letter  to  me,   12th  March,  1795. 
(14.)  Your  letters  to  me,  31ft  December,  1795,  and  8th 
January,  1796. 
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March,  1797, 1  accompanied  Mr.  Baldwin,  member  of 
Congrefs  for  Georgia,  on  a  vifit  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  whom  I  explained  the  nature  of  the  claims : 
It  is  probable  that  had  not  the  Secretary  been  engaged 
£n  more  weighty  concerns,  that  he  would  have  report- 
ed thereon  to  Congrefs.  Independent  of  the  prefs  of 
bufmefs,  another  caufe  has  operated  to  retard  a  deci- 
|fion : — fmce  the  Eftimates  were  tranfmitted  two  Secre- 
jtaris  have  left  the  War  Department. 

It  is  proper  to  obferve  that  the  citizens  of  Georgia 
iiever  thought  the  force  authorized  by  the  Prefident 
jadequate  to  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  ;  as  maybe 
feen  in  the  reprefentations  made  from  the  Governors 
pf  that  ft  ate  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  And  the  Gene- 
ral Government  have  from  time  to  time  made  appr- 
opriations for  extra  bodies  of  troops  for  this  fervice. 

The  periods  within  which  thefe  unauthorized  claims 
[pre  made,  are  particularly  marked  in  the  hiftory  of 
that  ftate  for  mifunderflandings  between  the  Creeks 
'bid  the  frontier  fettlers.  There  were  faults  on  both 
tides.  The  Indians  were  continually  ftealing  horfes, 
murdering  and  doing  other  injuries  to  the  inhabitants, 
jwho  in  retaliation  made  incuriions  into  their  country : 
Buch  were  the  Oakmulgee  expedition  under  general 
[fwiggs  in  June  1793,  (15)  which  confuted  of  about 
jfeven  hundred  and  fifty  horfe  and  foot ;  the  deflruc- 
tion  of  Oakfufkee  village  by  colonel  Melton  in  Sep- 
tember, who  had  under  his  command  about  dghty- 
pight  officers  and  men;  (16)  the  detachment  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  men,  who  marched  under 
the  orders  of  major  Brenton  againfl  the  Little  Chehaw 
'village,  on  Flint  river,  (17)  and  feveral  of  lefs  note 

(15.)  The  Governor's  letter  tome,  8th  May,  1795. 

(16.)  My  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  2d  and  21ft 
October,   1793. 

(17.)  My  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  5  th  November, 
*793- 
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which  were  made  by  volunteer  parties  of  militia.  tt 
has  been  fuppofed  that  thefe  expeditions  have  as  ob- 
jections to  admitting  the  militia  claims.  ( 18)  Although 
thefe  might  have  been  irregular,  it  is  certain  that  fome 
of  the  detachments  who  were  then  in  fervice  afforded: 
great  fecurity  to  the  peaceable  inhabitants  on  the  from 
tiers.  (19) 

The  militia  have  been  induced  to  believe  they  mould 
be  paid,  becaufe  the  Executive  of  Georgia  eonceived 
himfelf  authorized  to  call  them  into  fervice.  The 
feeming  acquiefcence  of  the  Prefident  to  the  meafure, 
expreffed  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
Governor  of  the  10th  June,  1793,  and  the  opinion  of 
the  Head  of  the  War  Department  on  their  claims  in 
his  letter  to  me  of  the  6th  Auguft,  1795,  have  con-: 
firmed  them  in  this  belief.  They  have  alfo  been  en-4 
couraged  to  exped  fomething  would  be  done  in  their 
favour  by  their  delegation  in  Congrefs.  But  it  has  been 
fo  long  fmce  their  claims  have  been  fubmitted,  that 
many  have  fold  them  to  individuals,  who  have  pur-' 
chafed  them  upon  fpeculation. 

However,  there  were  feveral  officers  who,  in  the 
fulleft  confidence  of  being  paid,  became  refponfible' 
to  merchants  in  Savannah  and  Augufla  for  clothing,1 
and  other  neceffaries,  which  they  furnifhed  to  their 
men.  (20.J  If  thefe  claims  fhould  be  rejected,  thefe 
gentlemen  will  be  greatly  embarraffed,  as  they  will  be 
compeV  od  to  pay  the  debts  for  which  they  have  given 
fecurity. 

It  is  to  be  underftood  that  the  fervice  performed 
by  a  troop  of  militia  dragoons,  fome  time  in   1  yg^9 

(18.)  Letter  of  the  Accountant  to  me,  1  2th  March,  1795* 
(19.)  See  the  Accountant's  letter  to  me  of  the  27th  Augult, 

relative  to  a  claim  of  captain  Randolph,  and  my  anfwers  of 

the  15th  October,  and  7th  November,  1 794. 

(20.)  The  petitions  of  Captain  Fauche  and  others,  now 

before  Congrefs. 
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under  the  command  of  Captain  Charles  Williamfon, 
is  not  to  be  elaffed  with  the  unauthorized  claims.  He 
had  been  called  into  fervice  under  the  fame  authority, 
as  Captains  Franche,  Phinizy  and  others,  who  were 
paid  by  me  in  1793.  His  rolls  have  not  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  your  office,  owing  to  fome  difficulty  between 
him  and  Colonel  Gaither. 

I  have  endeavoured,  Sir,  fully  and  impartially  to 
anfwer  your  letter  from  the  documents  in  my  poffeffion 
— It  is  probable  that  farther  information  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  communications  of  the  Governors  of 
Georgia,  to  the  Secretaries  of  War,  and  their  an- 
fwers  thereto. 

I  am,  with  great  refpe£t, 
SIR, 
Your  obedient  and  humble  fervant^ 

(Signed)  CONST.  FREEMAN, 

A.  W.  D. 

William  Simmons,  Efq. 
A.  D.  W. 


Mraft  of  Cafes 

TRANSMITTED 

TO    THE 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

PURSUANT    TO    THE   STXTH   SECTION   OF    THE    ACT 
ENTITLED    ci   AN    ACT    FURTHER  TO    SUSPEND 
THE  COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE  BETWEEN 
THE     UNITED     STATES     AND     FRANCE 
AND  THE  DEPENDENCIES  THERE- 
OF",   PASSED   ON    THE    NINTH 
DAY   OF   FEBRUARY    fjgg. 


86ffraft  of  Cafes  tranfmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  purfuant  to  the  fixth  feclion  of  the  aft  entitled    «  An  aft,  further  to  fufpend 

the  Commercial  Intercourfe  between  the  United  Statesand  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  paffed  on  the  9th  day  of  February  1799. 


From  u-iut  I'  !.:  sj   Names  of  the  veil 


Dates  of  the  Dec ilions. 


New- York      Schr.  Hop. 


Ship  Sampfoi 


Brig  Endeavour 
Brig  Fox 


Ifaac  Covemeur  and 
Peter  Kemble,  for 
themfcives  and  Ni- 
cholas Cruger 
William  Edgar 


William  M.  Seton  on 
behalfofhimfelfand 
others,  interefted 
veffels     Endeavour 
and  Fox,  and  their 


John  Juhel  as  config- 
nee  of  the  (hip  Ger- 
mania 


The  vefTel  failed  from  Eordeaux,  the  firfl  of  Oaober  1798,  and  was 
delayed  by  contrary  winds  until  the  8th  of  December,  when  (he  arrived 
at  New-York. 


The  veffel  failed  from  Sandy  Hook  on  the  30th  of  June  1798,  arrived 
at  Bordeaux  on  the  28th  of  July,  was  detained  by  an  embargo  till  the  3d 
of  September,  was  loaded  for  New  York,  and  left  Bordeaux  on  the  15th 
of  September:  a  leak  was  difcovered  before  the  veffel  left  the  Garronne, 
which  renderedit  neceffary  to  return  back  to  Bordeaux  to  repair — the  vef- 
fel was  unloaded,  repaired,  and  reloaded  by  19th  of  Oftober — was  cleared 
out  for  New  York  on  the  20th — afterwards  detained  by  the  Cuftom  Houfe 
officers  and  cortrary  winds  till  the  27th  of  October,  when  the  veffel  got  to 
fea,  and  arrived  in  New  York  on  the  27th  of  January  1799. 


The  brig  Erdeavour  of  Bofton  was  loaded  at  Bourdcaux,  on  the  23d 
of  June  1798-railed  on  the  1ft  of  July— was  arretted  in  the  river,  Tent 
back  to  Bourdeaux,  and  detained  till  the  20th  of  September,  when  fhe 
failed  a  fecond  ime,  but  was  again  detained  at  the  Cordovan  till  the  fecond 
of  Oftober,  wren  (he  went  to  fea,  and  arrived  at  New  York  the  fecond  of 
December  179!. 

The  brig  Fos  of  Hamburgh  was  fully  loaded  at  Bourdeaux  on  the  loth 
of  Sptember,  ba  was  detained  there  and  at  the  Cordovan  till  the  fecond  of 
Oftober,  when "     ' 
cembcr  1798. 


VefTel  and  cargo  reftored  I 
admitted  to  entry  on  paymer 
cofts. 


Veffel  and  cargo  reftored  to  her  owners  and 
admitted  to  entry  on  payment  of  duties  and  all 
cofts,  on  the  ground  that  the  voyage  from  the 
tt~:»-j  c._. 1 r..i    1,-..: — ™.„=r,,-orl  k». 


United  S 


/ful,  hav 


mmenced  be 


fore  the  2d  day  of  July  1798 
of  the  faid  veffel  fubfequen 
cembcr  1798,  was  not  occafioned  by 

ilful  negligence  or  intention  to  evade  the  aft 
Congrefs,  on  the  part  of  the  owners  or  matter. 


id  that  the  arri- 
the  firft  of  De- 
fault. 


etamed  there  and  at  the  Cordovan  till  the  lecond  c 
led,  and  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  fecond  of  De 


The  fhip  was  owned  by  Danifh  fubjefls  redding  at  Hamburgh,  and 
loaded  on  their  account  by  merchants  redding  at  Bourdeaux— (he  failed 
from  Bourdeaux  on  the  5th  of  December  1798,  and  arrived  at  New  York 
on  the  14th  of  February  1799. 


Veffels  and  cargoes  rettored  to  the  owner, 
and  admitted  to  entry,  on  payment  of  the  du 
ties  and  all  cofts. 


The  veffel  required  to  depart  with  her  cargo 
out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  avoiding 
all  unneceffary  delay. 


Slfifftaft  of  Cafes  tranfmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  purfuant  to  the  fixth  feftion  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  aft  further  to  fufpend 

the  Commercial  Intercourfe  between  the  United  States  and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof",  patted  on  the  gth  day  of  February  1799. 


From  what  Ditrrifts.    Names  of  the  vefTcl: 


Xames  of  the  petitioners. 


Dates  of  the  decifions 


Summary  Statements  of  each  Cafe. 


e  of  the  Decifionr. 


General  Warren 


Ship  Prudence 


Schooner  Mary 


\Vi;ii.im  M.  Seton 
behalfofhimrelfand 
the    owners    of   thi 
brig  Doris  and  car 
g° 


Nathaniel  Fellows 


Jonathan  Merrick.ju 


The  veffel  was  owned  in  Altona  by  Danifh  fubjects — the  cargo  wholly 
belonged  to  citizens  of  the  United  States — (he  failed  from  Bourdeaux  on 
the  5th  of  October,  grounded  in  the  river  on  the  6th,  proceeded  to  fea 
he  12th  of  October,  and  was  delayed  by  contrary  winds,  (hips  of  war 
Privateers  til  the  15th  of  February,  when  Ihe  arrived  in  New  York. 


The  veffel  failed  from  Bolton  before  the  firft  of  July  1798,  bound  to 
Curracoa,  was  captured  by  a  French  privateer  and  carried  to  St.  Domin- 


where  (he  arrived  on  the  41I1  of  Auguft — was  acquitted  and  proc 


Aux  Cayes,  where  (lie  arrived  on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  and  there  fold  her 
ltward  cargo  and  received  a  return  cargo  of  fugar  and  coffee,  with  which 
e  faid  for  Bofton  on  the  21ft  of  September — was  captured  on  the  id  of 
October  by  a  Btitilh  fliip  and  carried  to  Jamaica — was  acquitted  and  failed 
for  Bofton  on  the  23d  of  November,  where  (he  arrived  on  the  25th  of  Ja- 
ary  1799. 


The  veffel    failed  from  Nantucket  in   February    1798,  and  arrived 
larfeilles  in  May,  where  (he  was  detained  by  an  embargo  until  Come  til 

September,  when  file  failed,  and  arrived  at  Nantucket  on  the  241I1  of 
lecember  179S. 


The  veffj  failed  from  Baltimore  for  the  Ifle  of  France  on  the  31ft  of  Ja 
iuaryi798,  arrived  thereon  the  6th  of  funei798.  failed  for  Baltimore  01 
he  7ih  of  Oflober,  arrived  on  the  coa'ft  of  America  the  17th  of  Decern 
ber,  and  entered  the  harbour  of  Edgar  town  the  15th  of  January  1 799. 


The  veffel  was  purrhafed  in   France  by   citizens  of  the  United  States. 

ving  been  condemned  as  a  prize — (lie  made  a  voyage  from  France  to  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  and  returned  to  Bourdeaux  on  September  179S — in  Octo- 
ber 1  798  (lie  was  loaded  with  properly  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  the  time  of  failing  is  not  Hated,  but  (he  arrived  at  Bolton  on  the 
14th  of  March  1799.  C 


The  veffel  and  cargo  reftored  to  the  owners  and 
admitted  to  entry  on  payment  of  the  duties  and  all 


Veffel  and  cargo  reftored  toher  owners  and  ad- 
mitted to  entry  on  payment  of  duties  and  all  cofts 


Veffel  and  cargo  reftored  to  her  owner  and  ad- 
mitted to  entry  on  payment  of  duties  and  all  cofts. 


Veffel  to  be  admitted  to  entry,  and  then  al- 
lowed to  proceed  to  the  port  of  deftination,  and 
there  to  difcharge  her  cargo,  on  payment  of  the 
duties  according  to  law,  and  cofts. 


Ordered  to  depart  out  of  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  avoiding  all  unneceffary  delay,  on  the 
ground  that  the  arrival  of  the  veffel,  fubfequent 
to  the  firft  of  December,  was  not  occafioned  by 
diftrefs  of  weather,  want  of  provifions,  or  other 
unavoidable  cafualty, 


SHjfftaft  of  Cafes  tranfmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  purfuant  to  the  fixth  fe&ion  of  the  a&  entitled    "  An  aft,  further  to  fufpend 

the  Commercial  Intercourfc  between  the  United  States  and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  patted  on  the  gth  day  of  February  1799. 


From  what  Dirtrifts 


Gcorgi; 


Maryland 


Schooner  Peggy 


Ship  Emanuel 


;  of  the  petitioners. 


Smith  and  Ridgeway 
merchants  of  Phila- 
delphia 


John  Jehul,  as   con 
fignee  of  the  owners 


Snow  Aurora  Jofeph  Woodward 


Brig  Hope 


Brig  Harmony 


Michael  Connolly 


Samuel  and  D.  Byrnes, 
Robert  and  George 
M'Candlcfs,  Johr 
E.  Dorfey,  and  Le- 
muel Taylor 


April  6 


April  8 


May 


Summary  Statements  of  each  cafe. 


The  veffel  failed  from  the  United  States  on  the  14th  of  September  1798. 
deftined  to  Cape  Nichola  Mole,  then  and  'til  the  4th  of  Oftober  in  the 
pofleffion  of  the  Britilh  forces — the  furrender  of  the  place  was  not  known 
till  the  veffel  arrived  on  the  14th  of  Oflober,  when  the  cargo  was  feized 
by  the  adminiftration — a  partial  payment  was  made  on  the  8th  of  February, 
which  was  inverted  in  fugar  and  coffee,  with  which  the  veffel  proceeded 
to  Wilmington,  when  fhe  arrived  on  the  12th  of  March  1799. 


The  fhip  was  loaded  at  Bourdeaux,  on  account  of  merchants  rending  at 
Hamburgh — fhe  failed  from  Bourdeaux  in  December  1798,  and  arrived 
at  New  York  on  the  8th  of  March  1799. 


The  petitioner  went  to  France  in  March  1798,  to  fecure  a  debt  due  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States  there  refiding — in  September  1798,  he  char- 
tered the  Swedifh  Snow  Aurora,  and  loaded  her  with  his  own  and  other 
property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States — the  Snow  failed  from  Bourdeaux 
on  the  12th  of  Oflober  1798,  for  Boflon — fhe  arrived  on  the  Banks  of 
Newfoundland  on  the  12th  of  November,  when  fhe  was  compelled  by  ad- 
verfe  winds  to  proceed  to  the  Ifle  of  St.  Bartholomews — after  refitting  at 
faid  Ifland,  fhe  failed  therefrom  in  the  beginning  of  February,  and  arrived 
at  Bofton  on  the  18th  of  March  1799. 


The  petitioner  left  the  United  States  for  France  in  Auguft  1794,  and  in 
September  1798  purchafed  a  prize  veffel  in  France,  which  he  loaded,  and 
afterwards  proceeded  to  Charlcfton,  but  arrived  in  Savannah  on  the  25th 
of  February  1799. 


The  veffel  failed  from  Baltimore  on  the  2  2d  of  September  1798,  bound 
to  Jeremie,  then  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Britilh  forces.  The  furrender  of 
the  place  was  not  known  till  the  arrival  of  the  veffel  on  the  1 2th  of  Oflo- 
ber— the  cargo  was  feized  by  the  government,  and  payment  tendered  in 
Weft  India  produce;  with  a  cargo  of  which  the  veffel  failed  on  the  29th 
of  December  1 798,  and  arrived  in  Baltimore  on  the  30th  of  January  1 799. 
D 


Veffel  and  cargo  reftored  to  her  owners,  and 
admitted  to  entry  on  payment  of  duties  and  all 
cofts. 


Ordered  to  depart  out  of  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  avoiding  all  unneceffary  delay. 


Veffel  and  cargo  reftored  to  the  owners  and  ad- 
itted  to  entry  on  payment  of  duties  and  all  cofts. 


Ordered  to  depart  out  oftlie  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  avoiding  all  unneceffary  delay. 


VefTel  and  cargo  reftored  toher  owner  and  ad- 
mitted to  entry  on  payment  of  duties  and  all  cofts. 


SPbffvaft  °f  Cafes  tranfmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  purfuant  to  the  fixth  fe&ion  of  the  aft  entitled  "  An  a 

the  Commercial  Intercourfe  between  the  United  States  and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof",  paffed  on  the  9th  day  of  February  179 


cither  to  fufpend 


Maryland 


Maryland 


Maryland 


Maryland 


Schooner  Sifters 


Brig  Ariel 
Schooner  Mer- 


Brig  Sally 


Schooner  Nymph 


Samuel  Walker 


John  M'Fadon,  Rich- 
ard Lawfon,  Rich- 
ard Caton,  John  F 
Kennedy,  and  Tho- 
mas Tennant. 


;  of  thepeti 


7*>9 
May  8 


May  8 


Dates  of  the  decifions. 


Adrian  Valck  &  Chrif-  May 
tian  Mayer 


William  Patterfon 


May  9 


Veffel  and  cargo  reftored  to  the  owners  and  ad-» 
mitted  to  entry  on  payment  of  duties  and  all  cods. 


The  veffel  failed  from  Baltimore  on  the  21ft  of  September  1798,  bound 
for  Jeremie — the  furrender  of  the  place  by  the  Bntifh  forces  was  not  known 
till  the  arrival  of  the  veffel  on  the  1  ith  of  Oftober,  when  the  Government 
compelled  the  cargo  to  be  fold  for  a  cargo  of  Weft  India  produce,  with 
which  the  velfcl  (ailed  for  Baltimore,  where  (he  arrived  on  the  5th  of 
December  1798. 


The  brig  Ariel  cleared  out  from  Baltimore  for  New  Orleans  on  the~| 
12th  of  June  1798 — was  captured  on  the  lirft  of  September  by  a  Britifh  | 
(hip  and  carried  to  Cape  Nichola  Mole,  where  (Tie  was  acquitted,  and  | 
from  thence  proceeded  to  Jeremie,  then  alfo  a  Britifh  port,  where  the  | 
cargo  was  fold  and  a  return  cargo  purchafed,  and  after  the  furrender  to  | 
the  French  brought  to  Baltimore,  where  the  veffel  arrived  on  the  6th  .  "  | 
December  1798.  }■ 

The  Schooner  Mercator  cleared  out  from  Baltimore  for  Cape  Nichola 
Mole  and  Jeremie  on  the  24th  of  September   1798,  and  arrived  at  the  | 
Mole  on  the  10th  of  October,  where  (he  was  compelled  to  receive  a  re- 
turn cargo  for  Baltimore.  J 


It  appeared  that  funds  of  the  petitioners  in  the  hands  of  S.  Barthe,  a  re-        Ordered  to  depart  out  of  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
fident  at  Cape  Francois,  had  been  inverted  in  the  purchafe  of  the  brig    ted  States,  avoiding  all  unneceffary  delav — it  ap- 
Sally,  a  prize  veffel  and  cargo,  which  had  been  (hipped  by  the  faid  Barthe 
as  agent  to  the  petitioners — the  faid  brig  arrived  at  Baltimore  on  the  12th 
of  February  1799. 


Veffels  and  cargoes  reftored  to  the  owners  and 
admitted  to  entry  on  payment  of  duties  and  all 
cofts. 


The  veffel  failed  from  Baltimore  on  the  nth  of  October  for  the  Spanifh 
port  of  La  Guira — was  captured  by  a  French  privateer  and  carried  to  the 
city  of  Santo  Domingo — was  acquitted — received  a  cargo  at  faid  city  and 
at  Jackmel.  which  was  brought  to  Baltimore,  where  the  veffel  arrived  in 
February  1799. 


pearing  that  the  veffel  was  purchaled,  fitted  and 
loaded  by  a  perfonrefident  at  Cape  Francois. 


Veffel  and  cargo  to  remain  under  feizure,  un- 
til condemned  or  difcharged  in  due  courfe  of  law. 


$Mraft  of  Cafes  tranfmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  purfuant  to  the  fixth  feclion  of  the  a£t  entitled    "  An  a&,  further  to  fufpend 

the  Commercial  Intercourfe  between  the  United  States  and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  paffed  on  the  gth  day  of  February  i  ygg. 


From  what  Diftri&s.    Names  of  the  vcfllls. 


Names  of  the  petitioners. 


Dates  of  the  Decilions. 


■y  si 


Nature  of  the  Decific 


Maryland 


Schooner  Hornet 


William  Patterfon 


Schooner  Ranger   Nathaniel  Fellows 


Maffachufetts 


Schooner  Sarah  i 
Rebecca 


Schr.  Sea  Flower 


Ship  Orion 


Thomas  Cornel!,  Sand; 
and  Edward  Ferris. 
Giles  Hall.and  John 
Andrews 


Samuel  Swett,  Ebene- 
zer  Farley,  Daniel 
Farley,  and  John  D 
Farley. 


Jacob  Lowefs 


1799 
May  9 


May  21 


May  24 


June  10 


June 


The  veffel  failed  from  Baltimore  the  2Sth  of  September  for  La  Guira 
was  taken  by  a  French  privateer  and  carried  to  the  city  of  Santo  Domin- 
go and  acquitted,  and  where  a  cargo  was  obtained  and  brought  to  Balti- 
more. 


The  veffel  failed  from  Bofton  for  Cape  Francois,  before  the  firft  day  of 
July  1798 — was  captured  on  the  21ft  of  July  by  a  French  privateer,  car- 
ried to  Jean  Rabel,  and  from  thence  ferit  to  Port  de  Paix,  and  there  de- 
tained till  the  15th  of  April  1799,  when  flie  failed  for  Bofton  with  Weft 
India  produce. 


The  veffel  failed  from  New  York  on  the  15th  of  January  for  Curracoa, 
became  leaky  on  the  voyage,  and  proceeded  to  Cape  Francois,  where 
he  was  compelled  to  fell  his  cargo,  and  received  Weft  India  produce, 
with  which  the  veflel  returned  to  New  York,  and  arrived  on  the  17th  of 
February  1799. 


The  veffel  failed  from  Bofton  on  the  18th  of  December  1798,  and  met 
with  a  gale  of  wind  on  the  23d,  which  occafioned  damage,  and  induced 
the  mafter  to  enter  the  port  of  Monti  de  Chrifti,  where  the  cargo  was  feiz- 
ed  and  the  mafter  required  to  receive  a  cargo  in  exchange,  with  which  he 
proceeded  to  Bofton. 


The  veffel  had  been  condemned  as  a  prize  at  the  Hie  of  France,  and  was 
purchafed  by  the  petitioner  in  September  1798 — the  cargo  wholly  belonged 
to  the  petitioner,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States — the  veffel  failed  from  the 
Ifle  of  France  the  latter  part  of  February  1799,  at  which  time  the  aft  fuf- 
pending  commerce  between  the  dominions  of  France  and  the  United  States 
was  unknown  in  the  faid  Ifland. 


Veffel  and  cargo  to  remain  under  feizure,  un- 
til condemned  or  difcharged  in  due  courfe  of  law. 


Veffel  and  cargo  reftored  to  the  owners  and  ad- 
mitted to  entry  on  the  payment  of  duties  and  all 
cofts.  It  appearing  that  the  voyage  was  lawfully 
commenced,  and  the  return  of  the  veffel  fubfe- 
quent  to  December  ill  1798,  owing  to  the  re- 
ftraint  of  the  French  government. 

Veffel  and  cargo  to  remain  under  feizure,  until 
condemned  or  difcharged  in  due  courfe  of  law. 


Veffel  and  cargo  to  remain  under  feizure  until 
condemned  or  difcharged  in  due  courfe  of  law. 


Veffel  and  cargo  reftored  to  the  owner  and  ad- 
mitted to  entry  on  payment  of  duties  and  all  cofts. 


9bffraft  of  Cafes  tranfmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  purfuant  to  the  fixth  feftion  of  the  aa  entitled  "  An  ad  further  to  fufpend 

the  Commercial  I  ntercourfe  between  the  United  States  and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof",  pafled  on  the  gth  day  of  February  1 799. 


Fromwhat  Dim-ids.    Names  of  the  veflels. 


Names  of  the  petitioners. 


Maryland  Schooner  Liberty 


Maryland 


Maryland 


Maryland 


Maryland 


Schooner  Polly 


Schooner  Widow 
fon 


Schoner  Evelina 


Schooner  Betfey 


Robert  C.  Boiflander 


Jonathan  Harrifon  and 
Thomas  Harris 


799 
June  29 


July 


John  Holmes,  Jona 
than  Hudfon,  and 
Landrum  Holmes 


Dates  of  the  decifions. 


July 


George  Repold,  Hen- July 
ry    Schrceder,     andj 
Albert  Seckamp 


Elihu  D.  Brown 


July  z 


Summary  Statements  of  each  Cafe. 


The  veffel  failed  from  Baltimore  on  the  firft  of  November  1798, 
bound  to  Barracoa  and  St,  Jago  de  Cuba— was  captured  by  a  French 
privateer  and  carried  into  Gonaives,  where  the  cargo  was  required  to  be 
fold  for  the  produce  of  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  a  cargo  of  which  was 
brought  back  to  Baltimore. 


The  veffel  failed  from  Baltimore  on  the  4th  of  April  1799,  bound  to 
the  port  of  Trinidada  in  Cuba — was  captured  by  a  French  privateer  and 
carried  to  Cape  Nichola  vlole,  where  the  cargo  was  required  to  be  fold 
for  the  produce  of  the  i(l;nd,  which  was  received  and  brought  to  Balti- 


The  veffel  failed  from  Baltimore  the  14th  of  April  1799,  bound  to  St. 
Thomas,  and  fufferec  danage  in  a  gale  of  wind,  which  induced  the  mafter 
to  enter  the  port  of  CapeFrancois,  where  he  was  required  to  deliver  his 
cargo  and  receive  Weftindia  produce  in  exchange,  which  he  brought 
back  to  Baltimore. 


The  veffel  failed  frcm  iakimoreon  the  firft  of  April  1799,  bound  to  St. 
Jago  de  Cuba,  but  met  wth  a  gale  of  wind,  and  became  fo  leaky  that  the 
mafter  was  induced  to  eier  Port  de  Paix,  where  the  adminiftration  com- 
pelled a  fale  of  the  cargqbr  produce  of  Hifpaniola,  which  was  brought  to 
Baltimore. 


The  veffel  failed  fromVafhington  in  North  Carolina  in  December  1798, 
for  Jamaica,  where  fhe  sived  and  received  a  cargo  on  board  deftined  for 
Wilmington  in  North  Calina,  but  in  confequencc  of  bad  weather  the 
mafter  was  induced  to  ent  Cape  Nichola  Mole,  where  he  was  required  to 
exchange  a  quantity  of  ru  for  coffee  :  after  leaving  Cape  Nichola  Mole 
for  Philadelphia,  the  vefTelas  captured  and  carried  back  to  Jamaica,  when 
after  examination  fhe  was  brated  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  Baltimore. 


Nature  of  the  Decifions. 


Veffel  and  cargo  to  remain  under  feizure,  until 
condemned  or  difcharged  in  due  courfe  of  law. 


Veffel  to  remain  under  feizure  until  condemn- 
ed or  difcharged  in  due  courfe  of  law. 


Veffel  and  cargo  to  remain  under  feizure  until 
condemned  or  difcharged  in  due  courfe  of  law. 


Veffel  and  cargo  to  remain  under  feizure  until 
condemned  or  difcharged  in  due  courfe  of  law. 


Veffel  and  cargo  to  remain  under  feizure  until 
condemned  or  difcharged  in  due  courfe  of  law. 


SObfftaft  of  Cafes  tranfmlfted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  purfuant  to  the  fi: 

the  Commercial  Ituercourfe  between  the  United  States  and  France,  and  the  dependen 


th  fe&ion  of  the  a£l  entitled    "An  a&,  further  to  fufpend 

ies  thereof",  paffed  on  the  glh  day  of  February  1799. 


From  what  Diftrifts..  Names  of  the  veffels. 


Maflachufetts 


Maffachufetts 


Maflachufetts 


Maflachufetts 


Schooner  Maria 


Schooner  Maria 


rig  Alert 


Brig  Sally 


American  Eagle 


William  Orne 


Farbox  Moulton 


William  Thompfon 


Jofeph  Pierpont 


Samuel  Brooks 


Dates  of  the  Decifions. 


M' 


800 

January  18 


January  23 


Summaiy  Statement,  o!  each  tafe. 


The  vrffel  failed  from  Salem  in  December  1798,  bound  to  Bilboa  in 
Spain — was  captured  and  carried  into  France — the  vefTel  and  cargo  were 
acquitted  by  the  judge  of  the  tribunal  of  commerce  at  Bayonne — the  cap- 
tors appealed  from  the  decree,  after  which,  and  before  any  final  decree, 
the  mafter  ranfomed  the  veffel  and  cargo  for  about  eleven  thoufand  livres, 
the  proceeds  of  the  outward  cargo  were  inverted  in  bills  of  exchange,  and 
the  veffel  returned  without  any  merchandize  whatever  on  board. 

The  veffel  failed  from  Salem  in  December  1798,  with  a  clearance  for 
Monti  Chrifti,  which  place  the  collector  then  confidered  to  be  a.  Spanifh 
port.  The  veffel  arrived  at  faid  port  and  fold  part  of  her  cargo,  but  on 
her  return  was  captured  by  a  Britifli  veffel  and  carried  to  Jamaica,  from 
which  lad  place  the  veffel  returned  to  Salem,  with  no  merchandize  on  board, 
except  three  trunks,  being  part  of  the  outward  cargo  which  remained  un- 
fold at  Monti  Chrifti. 

The  veffel  failed  on  the  2d  of  June  1 799,  from  Charlefton,  South  Ca- 
rolina, bound  to  Hamburgh — was  difmafted  and  rendered  leaky  in  a  ftorm, 
and  compelled  to  make  the  port  of  Oftend,  where  the  cargo  being  greatly 
damaged  was  fold  for  bills  of  exchange  on  Hamburgh,  and  from  whence 
the  veffel,  after  being  repaired,  arrived  at  the  port  of  New  Bedford  without 
any  merchandize  whatever  on  board. 

The  veffel  was  purchafed  in  the  Ifle  of  France  by  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  who  returned  in  the  veffel  with  ballaft  only. 

The  veffel  failed  from  Charlefton,  South  Carolina,  in  December  1797, 
for  London — was  captured  by  a  French  privateer  in  March  1798;  after 
various  trials  the  veffel  was  reftored  in  May  1799,  and  failed  in  Oftober 
1799,  bound  for  New  York — arrived  in  Newport  January  2d  180O,  hav- 
ing no  other  goods  on  board  than  the  baggage  of  fundry  paffengers,  and  a 
quantity  of  fait  which  was  fhipped  as  ballaft. 


s  of  the  Decifions. 


Veffel  reftored  to  the  owner  and  admitted 
entry  on  payment  of  duties  and  cofts. 


Veffel  reftored  to  the  owner  and  admitted  to 
entry  on  the  payment  of  duties  and  all  cofts — on 
the  ground,  that  the  procedure  of  the  veffel  to 
Monti  Chrifti,  was  owing  to  a  mifconftruEtion  of 
the  law  by  the  collector  who  granted  the  clearance. 


Veffel  reftored  to  the  owner,  and  admitted 
entry  on  payment  of  duties  and  cofts. 


Veffel  reftored  to  the  owner,  and  admitted  to 
entry  on  payment  of  duties  and  cofts. 

Veffel  reftored  to  the  owner  and  admitted  to 
entry,  on  payment  of  duties  and  all  cofts. 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT,     January  23d,  1800. 


OLIVER    WOLCOTT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treafury. 


>£.    ar-"* 


^-^==^===*=-— -~wj ._=—<&* 


.«y 


LETTER 

AND 

REPORT 

OF    T  H  E 

SECRETARY  of  the  NAVY, 


Navy  Department, 
loth.  March  1800. 

i  N  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  of  the  1 8th.-  initant, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor  to  lay  before 
the  Houfe,  a  copy  of  Captain  Truxtun's  letter  of  the 
3d.  of  February,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  extract 
from  his  journal,  referred  to  in  the  faid  letter,  detail- 
ing the  particulars  of  the  engagement  between  the 
Conflellation  under  his  command,  and  an  heavy 
French  (hip,  mounting,  as  he  fuppofed,  fifty-four 
guns. 

The  Secretary  has  received  a  number  of  letters,  too 
voluminous  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with,  of  dates  both 
prior  and  fubfequent  to  the  action,  which  leave  no 
doubt  on  his  mind  that  the  French  fhip,  fo  gallantly 
defended  againft  the  bravery  and  fuperior  fkili  of  Cap- 
tain 


(  .«   ) 

tain  Truxtun,  is  the  fame  that  arrived  at  Guadeloupe 
from  France,  in  the  month  of  December  laft,  called 
La  Vengeance,  mounting  fifty  guns  or  upwards. 

In  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  the  Secretary  takes; 
the  liberty  of  ftating  the  fubftance  of  letters  received 
from  Captain  Baker,  of  the  Delaware  floop  of  warJ 
from  B.  H.  Phillips,  Efquire,  American  Conful  at 
Curracoa,  and  from  D.  M.  Clarkfon,  Efquire,  Navy] 
Agent  at  St.  Kitts. 

Captain  Baker  in  a  letter  dated  Curracoa  8th.  ofl 
February,  mentions  that  a  French  fhip  called  La  Ven-j 
geance  of  fifty-four  guns  had  left  Guadeloupe  on  her] 
return  to  France,  about  the  i  ft.  of  February,  had  a 
very  fevere  action  with  the  Conftellation  the  following! 
night,  and  arrived  at  Curracoa  on  the  6th.  in  a  on  ft  | 
mattered   condition,  that  he  underftood  fhe  had  loft! 
one  hundred  and  fortv  men  in  the  action,  and  when! 
fhe  efcaped  from  the  Conftellation  had  eight  feet  water! 
in  her  hold. 

Mr.  Phillips  in  a  letter  dated  Curracoa  9th.  of  Fe-1 
bruary,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  announces  the  ar-1 
rival  there  of  the  French  fhip  La  Vengeance  of  fifty- 1 
fix  guns,  bound  from  Guadeloupe  to  France,  with  a 
valuable  cargo,  and  a  large  fum  of  fpecie,  in  a  very! 
diftreffed  fituation,  having  loft  one  hundred  and  fixtyl 
men,  killed  and  wounded,  and  her  mads  and  rigging! 
nearly  all  mot  away  in  an  engagement  of  five  hours® 
within  piftol  fhot,  with  the  Conftellation. 

Mr.  Clarkfon  at  St.  Kitts  in  a  letter  dated  16th.  of 
February  ftates  "  We  are  certain  Captain  Truxtun9! 
"  gallant  action  was  fought  with  La  Vengeance,  af 
"  French  man  of  war  of  fifty-four  guns,  and  five  hun-;l 
6i  dred  picked  men,  from  Guadeloupe  to  France." 

As  to  the  conduct  of  any  particular  officer,  or  other 
perfon  on  board  the  Conftellation,  the  Secretary  has 
no  information,  except  what  is  to  be  found  in  the  com- 
munications 


(      3      ) 

munications  from  Captain  Truxtun,  by  which,  but 
ftill  more  by  the  refult  of  this  heroic  action,  it  appears 
that  ali  the  officers  and  men  on  board  the  Conftellation 
muft  have  nobly  performed  their  duty. 

The  praife  of  having  purfued,  for  many  hours,  a 
fhip  known  to  be  of  force  fo  greatly  fuperior  to  his 
own,  to  bring  her  to  action,  and  of  conducting  that 
action  with  fo  much  {kill  as  to  compenfate  for  his  great 
inferiority  of  force,  belongs  exclufively  to  their  gallant 
commander. 

It  cannot  be  neceifary  for  the  Secretary  to  add  to 
the  eulogium  beftowed  by  Captain  Truxtun,  on  the 
brave  young  midfhipman,  James  Jarvis,  who  glori- 
oufly  preferred  certain  death,  to  an  abandonment  of 
his  poll. 

All  which  is  refpeclfully  fubmitted^ 

BENJAMIN  STODDERT, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  Honorable 

The  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States. 


(       4       ) 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Thomas  Truxtun,  to  the. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

United  States'  fliip  Conftellation, 

at  Sea,  February  3d.  1800. 
SIR, 

I  HAD  the  honor  to  addrefs  you  the  day  after  my 
arrrival  at  St.  Cbriftopher's  the  21ft.  ult.  as  per  copy 
annexed;  after  which  I  made  every  exertion  in  my 
power  to  get  the  fquadron,  as  well  as  my  own  fhip  to 
fea,  in  the  fhorteft  time  poflible;  and  gave  all  the 
commanders  of  the  different  velfels  orders,  to  cruife 
feparately,  in  certain  fituations,  agreeably  to  the  co- 
pies enclofed. 

On  the  30th.  I  left  St.  Chriftopher's  with  the  Con- 
flellation  in  excellent  trim  for  failing,  and  flood  to 
windward  in  order  to  occupy  the  ftation  I  had  allotted 
for  myfelf,  before  the  road  of  the  enemy  at  Guade- 
loupe, where  1  was  informed  a  very  large  and  heavy  fri- 
gate, of  upwards  of  50  guns,  was  then  laying,  and  ear- 
ly on  the  next  day  I  fell  in  with  L'lnfurgent,  Captain 
Murray,  and  the  prize  Brig,  Conqueft  of  Italy,  that 
had  been  fitted  out  to  cruife  with  him,  in  thofe  feas. 
After  a  fhort  interview,  with  Captain  Murray,  I  re- 
queued him  to  proceed  to  St.  Chriftopher's  without 
lofs  of  time,  and  call  on  our  Agent  there  Mr.  Clark- 
fon,  for  letters  that  I  had  lodged  for  him,  which 
pointed  out  his  further  deftination.  On  our  parting- 
he  immediately  made  fail  to  leeward,  and  I  continued 
plying  to  windward.  At  half  paft  feven  A.  M.  of  the 
following  day,  I  difcovered  a  fail  to  the  S.  E  to 
which  I  gave  chafe;  and  for  the  further  particulars 
of  that  chace,  and  the  action  after  it,  I  muff  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  the  extracts  from  my  journal  which  is 
alfo  enclofed,  as  being  the  befl  mode  of  exhibiting,  a 

juftj 


(       5       ) 

juft,  fair  and  candid  account  of  all  our  tranfactions  ii| 
the  late  bufinefs,  which  has  ended  in  the  complete 
difmantlement  of  the  Conftellation,  though,  I  truft, 
to  the  high  reputation  of  the  American  flag. 

I  have  juft  fell  in  with  the  Enterpize,  Lieutenant 
Shaw,  returning  from  Curracoa,  who  I  fend  off  to  you 
with  my  difpatches,  and  I  (hall  be  obliged  by  your 
fending  him  again  to  me  at  Port  Royal,  Jamaica,  as 
early  as  poffibie,  as  I  mail  be  impatient  to  hear  from 
you,  efpecially  as  we  are  now  in  want  of  every  thing, 
being  a  mere  wreck. 

If  I  had  met  Captain  Morris  of  the  Adams,  I  mould 
have  taken  the  command  of  that  fhip  and  kept  the 
ftation  to  windward,  leaving  him  in  charge  of  the 
Conftellation  to  be  refitted  at  Jamaica;  but  I  have  not 
been  fo  fortunate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  refpecl  and  efteem, 
Your  very  obedient  humble  fervant, 
(Signed,) 

THOMAS  TRUXTUN. 


The  Honorable 

Benjamin  Sstoddert,  Efquire, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Philadelphia. 


(      6      ) 

A  eircumfkantial  account  of  the  engagement  between  the 
United  Slates  Frigate  Conftellation  of  38  guns,  and  a 
French  National  Frigate  of  54  guns,  on  the  \ft.  Fe- 
brttciry  1800;  taken  from  Commodore  Truxtiw's 
yiwwat,  viz. 

Saturday  \fl.  February  \  800. 

AT  half  pad  7  A.  M.  the  road  of  Baflfeterre  Guade- 
loupe, bearing  eaft,  five  leagues  diftance,  faw  a  fail 
in  the  S.  E.  (landing  to  the  weftward,  which  from 
her  fituation,  I  at  fir  ft  took  for  a  large  (hip  from 
Martinico,  and  hoifted  Englifh  colors,  on  giving 
chace,  by  way  of  inducement  for  her  to  come  down 
and  fpeak  me,  which  would  have  faved  a  long  chaa 
to  leeward  of  my  intended  cruifmg  ground,  but  find- 
ing me  did  not  attempt  to  alter  her  courfe,  I  exami- 
ned her  more  attentively  as  we  approached  her,  and 
difcovered  her  to  be  a  heavy  French  Frigate  mount- 
ing  at  leafl  54  guns,  I  immediately  gave  orders  for 
the  yards  to  be  flung  with  chains,  top-fail  meets,  &c. 
ftoppered,  and  the  fhip  cleared  ready  for  action,  and 
hauled  down  the  Englifh  colors.  At  noon  the  wind 
became  light  and  I  obferved  the  chace  that  we  had 
before  been  gaining  fa  ft  on,  held  way  with  us,  but 
I  was  determined  to  continue  the  purfuit  tho'  the  run- 
ning to  leeward,  I  was  convinced  would  be  attended 
with  many  ferious  difadvantages,  efpecialiy  if  the  ob- 
ject of  my  wifhes  was  not  gratified. 

Sunday  2d.  February.  At  1  P.  M.  the  wind  being 
fomewhat  frefher  than  the  noon  preceding,  and^  an 
appearance  of  its  continuance,  our  profpect  of  bring- 
ing the  enemy  to  action,  began  to  brighten,  as  I 
perceived  we  were  coming  up  with  the  chace  faft,  and 
every  inch  of  canvas   being  fet  that  could  be  of  fer- 

vice 
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vice  except  the  bag  reefs,  which  I  kept  in  the  top-fail* 
in  cafe  of  the  enemy  finding  an  efcape  from  our  thun- 
der impracticable,  mould  haul  on   a  wind,  and  give 
us  fair  battle;  but  this  did  not  prove  to  be  her  comman- 
der's intention;  I  however  got  within  hail  of  him,  at 
8  P.  M.  hoifted  our  enfign,  and  had  the  candles  in 
the  bottle  lanthorns  all   lighted,  and  was  in  the  lee 
gangway  ready  to  fpeak  him,  and  to  demand  a  fur- 
render  of  his  fhip  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
when  at  that  inftant  he  commenced  a  fire  from  his 
ftern   and   quarter  guns,  directed  at  our  rigging  and 
fpars.   No  parly  being  then  rieceffary,  I  lent  my  prin- 
cipal   Aid  de-camp    Mr.   Vandyke,  to    the  different 
officers  commanding  divifions  on  the  main  battery  to 
repeat  ilrictly  my  orders  before  given,  not  to  throw 
away  a  fmgle  charge  of  powder  and  ihot,  but  to  take 
good  aim,  and  to    fire   directly  into  the  hull  of  the 
enemy,  and  load  principally  with   two   round   fhot, 
and  now  and  then  with  a  round  mot  and  a  (land  of 
grape,  &c.  to   encourage  the  men  at  their  quarters, 
and  to  caufe,  or  fuffer  no  noife  or  confufion  what- 
ever, but  to  load  and  fire  as  fail  as  poffible,  when  it 
could  be  done  with  certain  effect. 

Thefe  orders  being  given,  in  a  few  moments  I  gair* 
ed  a  pofition  on  his  weather  quarter,  that  enabled  us 
to  return  effectually  his  faiute,  and  thus  as  clofe,  and 
as  (harp  an  action  as  ever  was  fought  between  two 
frigates  commenced,  and  continued  until  within  a 
few  minutes  of  one  A.  M<  when  the  enemy's  fire 
was  completely  filenced,  and  he  was  again  fneering 
off.  It  was  at  this  moment  that  I  confidered  him  as 
my  prize,  and  was  trimming  In  the  belt  manner  I 
could,  my  much  mattered  fails,  when  I  found  the 
main-niaft,  was  totally  unfupported  with  rigging, 
every  fhroud  being  mot  away,  and  fome  of  them  in 
many  places  fo  as  to  render  ftoppers  ufelefs,  which  in 
fact  could  not  be  applied  with  effect;  I  then  gave  or- 
ders 


(       8       ) 

ders  for  all  the   men  to  be  fent  up  from  the  guiv 
deck  to  endeavor  to  fecure  the  mail:,  in  order  that  we 
might  get  along  fide  of  the  enemy  again  as  foon  asM 
poffible,  but  every  effort  was  in  vain,  for  it  went  over! 
the  fide  in  a  few  minutes  after,  and  carried  with  it  the! 
topmen,  among  whom  was  an  amiable  young  gentle-  < 
man,  who  commanded  the  main  top,  Mr.  James  Jarvis, 
fon  of  James  Jarvis,  Efq.  of  New  York.  This  young  I 
gentleman  it  feems,  was  apprized  of  his  danger,  by  1 
an  old  feaman,  but  he  had  already  fo  much  the  prin-1 
ciple  of  an  officer  ingrafted  on  his  mind,  not  to  leave  1 
his  quarters,  that  he  replied,  if  the  mad  went,  they  I 
muff  go  with  it,  which  was  the  cafe,  and  only  one  of  1 
them  were  faved.     I  regret  much  his  lofs..  as  a  pro-  1 
mifing  young  officer,  and  amiable  young  man,  as  well  J 
as  on  account  of  a  long  intimacy  that  has  fubfifted  be- 1 
tween  his  father  and  myfelf,  but  have  great  fatisfaction  I 
in  finding  that  I  have  loft  no  other,  and  only  two  or  1 
three  were  ilightly  wounded,  out  of  39  of  the  crew  I 
killed  and  wounded,   14  of  the  former  and  25  of  the'l 
latter.     As  foon  as  the  main-mail  went,  every  effort  I 
was  made  to  clear  the  wreck  from'  the  fhip  as  foon  as  1 
poffible,  which  was  effected  in  about  an  hour,  and  as   ? 
her  fecurity  was   then  the  great  objecl,  it  being  im-  <j 
poffible  to  purfue   the  enemy,  I  immediately  bore  a- 
way  for  Jamaica  for  repairs,  &c.  finding  it  impracti- 
cable to  reach  a  friendly  port  in  any  of  the  iflands  to 
windward. 

I  fhould  be  wanting  in  common  juftice,  was  I  to 
omit  here,  to  journalize  the  fteady  attention  to  order, 
and  the  great  exertion  and  bravery  fhewn  by  all  my 
officers,  feamen,  and  marines  in  this  action,  many  of 
whom,  I  had  fufficiently  tried  before  on  a  fi milar  oc- 
cafion  (the  capture  of  the  Infurgente,)  and  all  their 
names  are  recorded  in  the  Mufter-roll,  I  fent  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  the  19th.  of  December 
laft,  figned  by  myfelf. 

(Signed)         THOMAS   TRUXTUN, 


LETTER 

FROM    THE 

Secretary  of  War, 

ACCOMPANYING 

HIS  REPORT 

QN    THE 

PETITION 

OF 

JOHN    ARMSTRONG, 

■Received  the  iijl  March,  i8oo> 


2i/?  March,   1800. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


Printed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States, 


■ 


War  Department, 

18M  March y   1800, 

SIR, 


1 


HAVE  the  honor  to  tranfmit  you  my  report  on 

the  petition  of  John  Armftrong,  which  was  referred. 

to  me  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  on  the  1  oth 

inftant, 

And  am,  very  refpe&fully, 

SIR, 

Your  molt  obedient  fervant, 

JAMES  M'HENRYj 

Honorable  Theodore  Sedgwick, 


'] 


REPORT,    &c. 

HE  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  i  oth  inftant,  the  petition  of  John  Armftrong, 
in  which  he  ftates,  that  feeing  entrufted  with  fundry 
papers,  by  perfons  refident  in  the  weflern  country, 
(viz.  Edward  Shoebrooks,  Robert  Fowler  and  Mofes 
Eafton)  relative  to  claims  on  the  United  States  for 
bounty  lands,  he  prefented  the  fame  at  the  proper 
office,  where  they  were  rejected,  for  want  of  con- 
formity with  certain  rules  or  regulations,  laid  down  in 
faid  office,  and  prays  relief  in  the  premifes — with 
inftructions  to  examine  the  matter  thereof  and  re- 
port the  fame,  with  his  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, — 

Respectfully  Reports,*— 

That  certain  regulations,  relative  to  continental 
military  bounty  lands,  were  adopted  and  publifhed  by 
the  War  Department  on  the  15th  of  February  1789; 
that  other  rules  explanatory  of  the  firfl  were  alfo  pub- 
lifhed on  the  4th  of  May  1796,  and  that  additional 
requifites  were  prefcribed  by  a  fupplementai  regula- 
tion, publifhed  on  the  ifl  of  January  1798  (of  all 
which,  copies  are  herewith  tranfmitted)  ;  the  laft  fpe- 
cially  defigned  to  check  the  frauds  known  to  have 
been  pra&ifed  to  obtain  warrants  for  fuch  lands  : 
which  regulations  were  intended  as  directory  to  the 
applicants  for  warrants,  and  the  perfon  employed  in 
the  office  to  iffue  them,  and  to  protect  the  rights  of 
individuals  as  well  as  of  the  public. 


That  the  petitioner  preferred,  fome  time  fince,  art 
inflrument  under  feal,  and  dated  the  9th  of  July  1798, 
at  the  War  Office,  purporting  to  be  a  power  of  attor- 
ney  to  himfelf  from  Edward  Shoebrooks,  of  Jefferfon 
county  in  the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  having' 
the  nsimes  of  two  wimeffes  thereto,  and  acknow^ 
ledged  before  William  Brown,  Efquire,  who  is  cer- 
tified to  have  been,  at  the  time  of  taking  fuch  acknow- 
ledgment, one  of  the  Juftices  afligned  to  keep  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Hamilton  in  the  territory  o: 
the  United  States,  riorthweft  of  the  Ohio^  by  John 
S.  Gano,  Clerk  of  laid  county,  with  the  feal  of  th< 
Court  of  General  Quarter  Seffions  of  the  peace  at  i 
Cincinnati  thereto  affixed,  but  (as  is  prefumed)  under  1 
an  erroneous  date— the  13d  day  of  July  1797  ;  which 
inflrument  empowers  the  petitioner,  as  attorney,  to  afk 
for,  demand  and  receive,  among  other  things,  the 
fpecialties  for  bounty  land  that  is  or  may  be  due  to  the 
faid  Shoebrooks,  for  his  fervices  as  a  foldier,  in  two 
feveral  companies  in  the  Maryland  line  of  the  conti- 
nental  army  j  atfo,  among  other  things,  the  fpecial 
ties  for  bounty  land  that  is  or  may  be  due  unto  the 
heirs  of  Thomas  Rock,  formerly  a  foldier  in  the  firf 
Pennfyivania  regiment,  belonging  to  or  coming  to 
him  (the  faid  Shoebrooks)  or  his  wife  ;  he  having  law- 
fully married  and  now  living  with  Margaret  Rock, 
formerly  the  lawful  wife  of  faid  Thomas  Rock^  de- 
ceafed,  and  adminiflratrix  to  faid  Rock's  eftate;  anc 
alio,  among  other  things,  the  fpecialties  for  bounty 
land  that  is  or  may  be  due  unto  him  (the  faid  Shoe 
brooks)  and  his  wife,  as  heirs  by  legal  will  and  tefla- 
ment  of  Si  men  Digby,  formerly  a  fergeant  in  the 
firfl  Pennfyivania  regiment* 

That,  together  with  the  power  of  attorney  from 
Edward  Shoebrooks,  were  prefented  two  affidavits  to 
prove  the  legality  of  the  marriage  between  Shoebrooks 


and  his  wife,  and  that  me  had  been  formerly  married 
to  Thomas  Roek,  a  foldier  in  the  Pennfylvania  line ; 
letters  of  adminiftration  granted  by  George  Campbell, 
Efquire,  Regifter  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, to  Margaret  Rock,  as  adminiftratrix  of  the 
goods,  chattels  and  credits  of  Thomas  Rock,  late  a 
foldier  in  the  Pennfylvania  line,  deceafed,  dated  the 
6th  of  Auguft  1784;  a  paper  dated  the  27th  of 
Auguft  1783,  purporting  to  be  the  will  of  Simon 
Digby,  late  a  foldier  in  the  firft  Pennfylvania  regiment, 
by  which  all  his  eftate  real  and  perfonal,  is  given  and 
bequeathed  to  Margaret  Rock,  her  heirs  and  afligns 
forever,  and  me  is  conflituted  the  fole  executrix — - 
this  paper  appears  to  have  been  figned,  fealed  and 
declared  to  be  the  laft  will  and  teftament  of  the  faid 
Simon  Digby,  in  the  prefence  of  three  witnefies,  but 
it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  ever  proven  as  fuch, 
and  a  certificate,  dated  the  13th  of  November  1797, 
that  one  Rock  was  a  foldier  under  his  command  to 
the  fouthward  by  Jof.  Harmar,  but  no  evidence  was 
>refented  pofitively  to  identify  that  either  Shoebrooks, 
Rock  or  Digby,  fuppofing  perfons  of  thofe  names  to 
lave  been  entitled  to  bounty  lands  were  the  identical 
Derfons* 

That  the  petitioner,  when  warrants  were  refufed 
to  be  iffued  to  him,  under  the  power  from  Shoebrooks, 
^as  informed  that  Shoebrooks  was  not  returned  for 
and,  and  Was  not  found  to  be  entitled  upon  a  refer- 
ence to  the  documents  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Ac- 
:ountant  of  the  War  Department ;  that  the  claim,  or 
ight,  to  Rock's  land  could  not  veft  in  the  widow  as 
leir,  neither  could  it  veft  in  her  as  adminiftratrix,  it 
ming  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  that  war- 
ants  cannot  hTue  legally,  to  the  adminiftrators  of  de- 
:eafed  officers  or  foldiers,  and  that  the  warrant  for 
Jigby's  land,  had  LTaed,  March    10th   1795,  to  a 


certain  Alexander  Power,  as  attorney  to  Rober| 
Hunter,  who  was  affignee  of  Simon  Digby,  and  thatj 
had  it  been  obtained  even  fraudulently,  there  was  n<8 
provifion  for  irTuing  a  fecond  warrant  in  the  fame 
right ;  nor  if  there  was,  would  it  be  conceived  prol 
per  to  ifTue  it  to  the  devifee  or  executrix  named  i^. 
the  will,  unlefs  that  was  duly  proved.^ 

I 
That  the  petitioner  prefented  another  inftrumen!: 
under  feal,  arid  executed  before  witnefles,  dated  th& 
17th  of  Auguft   1799,  purporting  to  be  a  power  o|| 
attorney  to    himfelf  from   Robert   Fowler,    of  the 
county  of  Knox,  and  territory  of  the  United  States, 
north  weft  of  the  river  Ohio,  a  foldier  in  the  Jerfey; 
line  of  the  revolutionary  army,  the  acknowledgment,' 
whereof  appears  to  have  been  taken  on  the  fame  date 
by  Jofeph  Prince,  one  of  the  Juftices  afligned  to  keep  | 
the  peace  for  the  county  of  Hamilton,  who  is  certi- 
fied by  John  S.  Gano,  Clerk,  under  the  feal  of  the  1 
Court  of  General  Quarter  Seflions,  at  Cincinnati,  to ■: 
have  been  in  commiilion  at  the  time  of  the  acknow- 
ledgment,   to  which  is  annexed  an  affidavit,  taken 
before  William  Brown,  Efquire,  of  a  certain  Ramoth 
Buntin,  dated  two  days  before  the  inftrument  itfelf, 
who  depofeth  and  faith,  that  he  the  deponent  ferved 
laft  war  in  Captain  Jonathan  Philips's  company  in  the 
2d  Jerfey  regiment,    and  that   Robert  Fowler,   the 
grantor  of  the  power  of  attorney,  alfo  ferved  in  faid 
company  and  regiment,  and  that  he,  with  the  grantor 
aforefaid,  was  transferred  to  Captain  Wayman's  com- 
pany in  the  faid  line,  and  there  continued  to  the  end 
of  the  war ;  and  a  certificate  without  date  is  added, 
that  Ramoth  Buntin,  the  deponent,  being  known  to 
him  for  feven  years,  bears  the  character  of  an  honeft 
man,  by  John  Armftrong,  who  is  the  attorney. 


That  the  warrant,  demanded  under  the  power 
from,  and  in  the  right  of  Robert  Fowler,  was  refufed 
on  the  ground  that  the  identification  of  the  perfon 
who  actually  gave  the  inftrument  was  not  fuch,  as  the 
regulations  of  the  office  required  to  prove  him  the 
fame  perfon,  who  may  be  fuppofed  entitled  to  land  ; 
the  certificate  of  a  commiffioned  officer  of  the  regi- 
ment or  line  to  which  the  party  entitled  belonged  is 
made  neceflary  for  this  purpofe,  and  the  mutual  at- 
teftations,  which  have  often  been  attempted,  of  fol- 
diers  in  favor  of  each  other,  have  always  been  re- 
jected. An  objection  too,  peculiar  to  the  affidavit  of 
Ramoth  Buntin  had  fome  weight :  the  facts  it  ftates 
would  go  to  prove  that  the  deponent  himfelf  was  en- 
titled to  lands  equally  with  Robert  Fowler,  whereas, 
upon  reforting  to  the  documents  of  the  Department, 
Ramoth  Buntin  does  not  appear  to  be  entitled  to  any 
land. 

That  the  petitioner  alfo  prefented  a  power  of  attor- 
ney to  himfelf,  purporting  to  be  from  Mofes  Eafton, 
late  a  foldier  in  the  firfl  regiment  of  the  Jerfey  line, 
and  now  of  the  county  of  Hamilton  and  territory  of 
the  United  States,  northwefl  of  the  river  Ohio,  ta 
afk  for,  demand  and  receive  warrants  for  lands  and 
all  other  emoluments  due  him  as  a  foldier,  fealed  and 
delivered  in  the  prefence  of  two  witnefTes,  of  whom 
the  attorney  himfelf  appears  to  be  one,-  dated  the  7th 
of  September  1799,  and  acknowledged  the  fame  date 
before  John  Armstrong  (the  attorney)  who  is  certified 
by  William  Henry  Harrifon,  late  Secretary  of  the  ter- 
ritory northwefl  of  the  Ohio,  under  date  of  the  27th 
January  1800,  to  be  a  Judice  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  for  the  county  of  Hamilton :  that  the  dif- 
charge  of  Mofes  Eafton,  from  the  army,  was  pre- 
fented with  the  power  of  attorney,  and  endorfed  upon 
the  latter,  is  the  affidavit  of  a  Price  Thompfon,  taken 


before  the  attorney  himfelf  in  his  capacity  of  Mam, 
ftrate,  fetting  forth,  that  the  deponent  was  a  foldier  « 
the  firft  Jerfey  regiment,  that  he  ferved  in  the  fan* 
company  with  Mofes  Eafton,  and  that  Mofes  Eafton, 
then  prefent,  is  the  fame  perfon  identified  by 
difcharge  accompanying  the  power. 

The  affidavit  of  Price  Thompfon  would,  under  dii 
ferent  circumftances,  have  appeared  to  be  entitled 
considerable  credit,  particularly  as  he  was  himfelf  ert- 
titled  to,  and  had  already  drawn,   his  land  before  he 
depofed ;  but,  that  this  depofition  mould  have  been 
taken,  and  the  acknowledgment  alfo  of  the  power 
itfelf  (which  was  its  only  authentication)  before  thei 
perfon  who  was  the  attorney,  appeared  and  was  ftated 
to  be  irregular  ;  and  refort  being  had  to  the  Attorney' 
of  the  Diftric~t,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Attorney  Ge» 
neral,  his  opinion  (of  which  a  copy  is  transmitted)  I 
confirmed  the  irregularity,  and  the  warrant  afked  for 
was  accordingly  refufed. 

All  which  is  refpe&fully  fubmitted. 

JAMES  M'HENRY, 

Secretary  of  War,  ; 
War  Department, 

l%th  March,  1800, 


LETTER 


FROM    THE 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

ACCOMPANYINC    HIS 
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ON    THE 

MEMORIAL 

OF 

DAVID    JONES, 

AND    THE 

PETITIONS 

Of 

Obadiah  Scott,  and  of  George  Gilbert 
and  Jacob  Gilbert 


25th  March,   1800. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[Publi/hed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprcjen'aliva.] 
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TREASURY  DEPARTMENT, 

March  25th,  1800. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  tranfmit  herewith  reports  upon 
the  petitions  of  Obadiah  Scott,  and  of  George 
Gilbert  and  Jacob  Gilbert,  and  upon  the  Memorial  of 
David  Jones,  refpe&ively  referred  to  me  by  feveral  re- 
folutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Representatives,  and  to  re- 
main 

With  the  greatejl  re/pett^ 
SIR, 

Your  mofi  obedient  Servant^ 

O/iver  °WolcoUy 
Secretary  of  the  Treafury. 


The  honorable  the  S  P  E  A  K  E  R 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatlves 
of  the  United  States. 


ER  } 
Ives    > 
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■ 
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The  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  to  whom  was  referred  by 
order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  on  the  28th  of 
February,  1 800,  the  memorial  of  David  Jones%  ref- 
peclfully  fubmits  the  following 

REPORT.— 

IT  appears  to  have  been  the  object  of  the  memorialift, 
to  draw  the  attention  of  Congrefs  to  the  fituation  of 
certain  Salt  Springs  in  the  territory  north-weft  of  the 
river  Ohio,  which  are  by  law  referved  for  the  ufe  of 
the  United  States. 

The  Secretary,  from  various  fources  of  information, 
is  fatisfied,  that  there  is  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  the 
value  of  the  faid  fprings  will  be  greatly  diminifhed  by 
the  deftru&ion  of  the  wood  in  their  vicinity;  and  al- 
though the  immediate  profpec"!  of  revenue  is  inconfider- 
able,  yetjuftice  and  policy  appear  to  require  that  rhea- 
fures  be  taken  to  prevent  a  future  unneceffary  increafe 
of  the  price  of  fait  in  the  weftern  country,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  irregular  conduct  of  unauthorized  indi- 
viduals. The  Secretary  is  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
it  is  expedient  to  authorize  by  law,  the  Surveyor-Ge- 
neral, or  fome  other  officer  of  the  United  States  ren- 
ding in  the  north-weftern  territory,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Treafury  Department,  toleafe  the  whole,  or  any 
number  of  the  Salt  Springs  referved  by  the  United  States, 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  feven  years,  upon  fuch  con- 
ditions as  (hall  be  moft  advantageous  to  the  United 
States,  and  confident  with  the  prefervation  of  the  wood 


and  timber  on  the  public  lands  adjoining  fuch  fprings, 
from  unreafonable  wafte  or  deftru£iion :  alfo,  under 
the  further  limitation,  that  no  two  or  more  Salt  Springs, 
lying  at  a  greater  diftance  than  twenty  miles  from  each 
other,  fhall  be  leafed  to  the  fame  individual  or  com- 
pany. .      •■  ' 

All  which  is  mo  ft  refpe&fully  fubmitted  by 

OLIVrER  WOLCOf  T, 
Secretary  of  the  Treafury. 
Treafury  Department,    1 
March  24th,  1800.     J 

K*T^  „       --T— „       - 

riaianobtoaq 

jgjB  bomiU 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  in  obedience  to  the  Refolu- 
lions  oj  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives^  paffed  on  the  §th 
of  May %  1  794,  and  iSth  of  February,  1800,  referring 
to  his  consideration  the   Petitions   of  George  Gil- 
be  r  t,  and]  a  co  b  G 1  l  b  e  rt,  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, refpeclfully  fubmits  the  following 
7  gnhob  riJol 
REPORT— 

• 

IT  appears  from  documents  on  file  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  advertifement  in  the  public  papers, 
propoials  were  made  in  the  year  1793,  by  the  petition- 
ers and  by  feveral  other  companies  and  individuals  for 
fupplying  cloathing  for  the  army  by  contract — That  the 
propofals  of  the  petitioners  being  moft  advantageous  to 
the  public  were  accepted,,  and  a  contract  purfuant  thereto 
formed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  on  the  30th 
November,  1793.  A  copy  of  this  contract  and  of  the 
bond  taken  to  fee  lire  the  fulfilment  thereof  are  here- 
with tranfmitted. 

It  further  appears,  that  the  faid  contract  had  been 
but  partially  executed,  when  the  firft  petition  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  Koufe  of  Reprefentatives,  to  wit,  on  the 


5th  of  May,  1 794,  and  that  afterwards,  namely,  on  the 
28th  July,  1794,  other  propofals  were  made  by  the 
petitioners  for  the  fupply  of  cloathing  for  the  corps  of 
artillerifts  and  engineers,  directed  to  be  raifed  by  the 
aft:  of  May  8th,  1794.  A  copy  of  the  propofals  laft 
mentioned  is  tranfmitted,  which  it  appears  were  ac- 
cepted by  the  commiffioner  of  the  revenue  on  behalf 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury. 

The  monies  advanced  from  the  treafury  to  the  con- 
tractors between  the  24th  of  March  and  27th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1794,  inclutlve,  amounted  to  105,964  dollars 
and  67  cents;  and  the  value  of  the  cloathing  delivered 
by  them  to  no  more  than  103,991  dollars  and  98  cents : 
on  a  fettlement  of  accounts  the  petitioners  have  there- 
fore been  found  indebted  to  the  United  States,  the  fum 
of  nineteen  hundred  and  feventy-two  dollars  and  fixty- 
nine  cents. 

Although  the  Secretary  is  well  fatisfied  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  conducted  -with  integrity  5  that  they  have 
fulfilled  their  engagements  according  to  their  belt  abi- 
lity, and  have  fuffered  confiderable  lotTes  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  increafed  price  of  cloth  during  the  year 
1794,  yet  it  appears  equally  evident  that  the  contract 
has  been  fairly  interpreted  on  the  part  of  the  public, 
and  of  courfe  that  the  balance  claimed  by  the  United 
States  is  a  juit  debt,  from  the  payment  of  which,  the 
petitioners  and  their  fureties  cannot  be  exonerated, 
otherwife  than  by  an  extenfion  of  the  liberality  of 
Congrefs. 

All  which  is  refpectfullv  fubmitted  by 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treafury, 
Treasury  Department,    ik 

March  24th,  1800.  J 


Articles   of  agreement  betzveen   Alexander  Hamil- 
ton,  Secretary   of  the    Treafury,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  George  Gilbert,! 
and  Jacob  Gilbert,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

FIRST,  That  the  faid  George  Gilbert,  and  Jacob 
Gilbert,  fhall  furnifh  and  deliver  to  the  order  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  department  of  war,  the  feveral  ar- 
ticles of  cloathing  fpeeified  in  the  annexed  fchedule,  at 
the  refpeclive  prices  therein  mentioned,  which  fchedule 
to  prevent  mifunderftanding  (hall  be  counterfigned  by 
the  parties  to  this  agreement. 

Secondly.  That  the  faid  cloathing  mall  be  delivered 
at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  manner  following,  to 
wit :  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fix  fuits,  on  or 
before  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  1794  :  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  fix  fuits,  on  or  before  the 
fifteenth  day  of  April,  1794:  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  eight  fuits,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of 
June,  1794. 

A  fuit  (hall  be  deemed  to  confift  of  one  hat,  one 
flock,  one  clafp,  four  fhirts,  two  pairs  of  woolen  over- 
ails,  two  pairs  of  linen  overalls,  four  pair  of  fhoes,  two 
pair  of  focks,  one  veft,  orie  coat,  and  one  blanket  for 
th^  infantry  and  artillery  ;  and  of  one  cap,  one  clafp, 
one  flock,  four  fhirts,  one  pair  of  leather  breeches,  two 
pair  of  boots,  two  pairs  of  ftockings,  one  veft,  one 
coat,  and  one  blanket  for  the  cavalry  ;  and  that  any  ad- 
ditional article  contained  in  the  faid  fchedule  not  com- 
prifed  in  the  quantity  of  fuits  before  mentioned,  fhall 
be  furnifhed  at  the  refpective  times,  in  proportion  to 
the  deliveries  of  fuits  before  ftipulated. 

Thirdly.  That  before  any  of  the  faid  cloathing,  fuch 
as  coats,  vefts.  overalls,  and  fhirts,  fhall  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  workmen  to  be  made  up,  the  faid  George 
Gilbert  and  Jacob  Gilbert  fhall  fubmit  the  cloth  or  ma- 
terials which  fhall  have  been  provided  by  them,  to  the 
infpection  of  the  perfons  who  fhall  be  appointed 
for  that  purpofe ;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  articles 
hereby  contracted  for,  fhall  be  agreeable  to  patterns 
directed  by  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 


fully  equal  to  the  famples  which  have  been  produced  at 
the  office  of  the  faid  Secretary,  executed  in  fubftantial 
and  workmanlike  manner,  and  ihall  be  delivered  to  the 
perfon  or  perfons  by  him  duly  appointed  to  receive  and 
receipt  for  the  fame. 

Fourthly.  That  the  coats  for  the  non-commiffioned 
officers,  drummers  and  fifers,  not  being  fpecified  in  the 
aforefaid  fchedule,  it  is  agreed  the  fame  fhall  be  paid 
for,  at  fuch  additional  extra  prices  as  fhall  be  hereafter 
agreed  upon  between  the  faid  contractors,  and  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treafury. 

Fifthly.  That  the  faid  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  fhall  pay  or  caufe  to  be 
paid  to  the  faid  George  Gilbert,  and  Jacob  Gilbert, 
for  the  faid  cloathing  to  be  furnifhed  under  this  contract, 
in  proportion  and  at  the  different  periods  of  delivery 
mentioned  in  the  fecond  article;  and  it  is  further  agreed, 
and  the  true  intention  of  this  contract  is,  that  the  faid  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treafury,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
may  advance  from  time  to  time  to  the  faid  George 
Gilbert  and  Jacob  Gilbert,  on  account  of  the  faid  con= 
tract,  any  fum  not  exceeding  ten  thoufand  dollars,  over 
and  above  all  deliveries  which  fhall  have  been  made,    s 

In  witnefs  whereof  the  faid  Secretary  of  the  Treafu- 
ry, on  behalf  of  the  faid  United  States  of  America, 
hath  hereunto  fubfcribed  his  hand  and  affixed  the  feal 
of  the  Treafury ;  and  the  faid  George  Gilbert  and  Ja- 
cob Gilbert,  have  hereunto  fubfcribed  and  fet  their 
hands  and  feals,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  thirtieth 
day  of  November  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
ninety-three  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  the  eighteenth. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  prefence  of 

JOHN  MEYER. 

EDWARD   TONES. 

GEORGE  GILBERT. 
JACOB  GILBERT. 

(  Sthe0tA  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  .. 

I  Treafury  )  .  Secretary  oj :Jht  Tuafury* 
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SCHEDULE   of  the  Articles  and  Prices  of  Cloathini 

referred  to  m  the  foregoing  Contract. 

For  the  INFANTRY  and  ARTILLERY. 

4800  Hats,  at  feventy-three  and  one  third  cents  each. 
4800  Stocks,  at  fix  and  two-third  cents  each. 
4800  Stock  Clafps,  at  three  and  one-third  cents  each. 
19200  Shirts,  at  ninety-fix  and  two-third  cents  each. 
4800  Veils,  at  one  dollar  each. 
4800  Coats,  at  three  dollars  and  fixty-fix^and  two- 1 

third  cents  each. 
9600  Woolen  Overalls,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 

cents  each. 
9600  Linen  ditto,  at  one  dollar  and  eleven  and  one* 

ninth  cents  each. 
19200  pairs  of  Shoes,  at  feventy-five  cents  each* 
9600  pairs  Socks,  at  ten  cents  each. 
4800  Blankets,  at  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  each. 

For  the  CAVALRY. 
320  Caps,  at  two  dollars  and   thirty-three  and  one- 
third  cents  each. 
320  Stocks,  at  fix  and  two  third  cents  each. 
320  Stock  Clafps,  at  three  and  one-third  cents  each. 
1280  Shirts,  at  ninety-fix  and  two-third  cents  each. 
320  Vefts,  at  one  dollar  each. 
320  Coats,  at  three  dollars  and  fixty  fix  and-two  third 

cents  each. 
320  pairs  of  leather  Breeches,  at  three  dollars  three 

and  one-third  cents  each.   V 
640  pairs  of  Boots,  at  three  dollars  each. 
320  pairs  of  Spurs,  at  feventy  cents  each. 
640  pairs  of  Stockings,  at  thirty-three  and  one  third 

cents  each. 
320  Blankets,  atone  dollar  and  fifty  cents  each. 
And  1520  Rifle  Shirts,  at  one  dollar  eleven  and-one 
ninth  cents  each. 

GEORGE  GILBERT. 
JACOB  GILBERT. 

Alexander  Hamilton,  1 

Secretary  of  the  Treafury.  J 
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iL\.NOW  all  men  by  these  presents,  That 
we,  George  Gilbert  and  Jacob  Gilbert,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  Taylors,  and  Frederick  Auguftus  Muh- 
lenberg, Efq.  Jonathan  and  David  Meredith,  Jaraes 
Abraham  Wilt,  Grocer,  and  Andrew  Geyer,  Iron- 
monger, all  of  the  aforefaid,  are  held  and  firmly  bound 
unto  the  United  States  of  America,  in  the  fum  of  fifty 
thoufand  dollars,  for  which  payment,  well  and  truly  to 
be  made,  we  bind  ourfelves,  our  heirs,  executors 
and  adminiftrators,  jointly  and  feverally,  firmly  by 
thefe  prefents,  fealed  with  our  feals,  this  thirtieth  day 
of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ninety-three. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  fuch,  that  if  the 
laid  George  Gilbert  and  Jacob  Gilbert,  fliall  well  and 
truly  perform  and  execute,  all  andfmgular,the  covenants 
and  agreements  entered  into  between  them  and  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  Setretary  of  the  Treafury,  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  in  a  contract  bearing  even  date 
herewith,  then  this  obligation  fhall  be  void,  otherwife 
to  remain  in  full  force. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  prefence  of 
JOHN  MEYER,         ^lfo 
EDWARD  JONES. 

GEORGE  GILBERT. 
JACOB  GILBERT. 
FRED.  AUGS.  MUHLENBERG. 
JONATHAN  MEREDITH. 
DAVID  MEREDITH. 
ANDREW  GEYER. 
ABRAHAM  WILT. 


Philadelphia,  July  28th,  1794. 
MefTrs.  Gilberts  agree  to  furnifh  the  quantity  of  Ar- 
tillery Coats,  for  the  new  corps,  in  full  of  one  and  a  half 
times  the  number  of  Rifle  Coats  under  the  exifting  con- 
tract between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  and  them 
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or  they  agree  that  each  fhall  be  valued  at  the  fame  pri- 
ces for  all  the  fimilar  materials,  and  a  proportionate 
price  for  all  the  other  materials;  and  that  the  allowance 
for  the  Artillery  Coats  to  them  fhall  be  in  proportion  to 
what  the  Rifle  Coats  would  be  worth  at  this  time,  if  they 
had  been  duly  delivered  to  the  United  States. 

(Signed)  G.  8c  J.  GILBERT. 


Philadelphia,  July  28M,  1794. 

MESSRS.  Gilbert's  agree  to  furnifh  the  quantity 
of  artillery  coats,  for  the  new  corps,  in  full  of  one 
and  a  half  times  the  number  of  rifle  coats  under  the 
exifting  contract  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury 
and  them;  or,  they  agree  that  each  fhall  be  valued  at 
the  fame  prices  for  all  the  fimilar  materials,  and  a  pro- 
portionate price  for  all  the  other  materials,  and  that  the 
allowance  for  the  artillery  coats  to  them  fhall  be  in  pro- 
portion to  what  the  rifle  coats  would  be  worth  at  this 
time,  if  they  had  been  duly  delivered  to  the  United 
Stutfis 

(Signed)  G.  &  J.  GILBERT, 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  to  whom  was  referred  by 
order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  on  the  1  %th  of 
March,  1800,  the  petition  of  Ob adiah  Scott,  of  Camp- 
bell county,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  refpekfully  fub- 
mits  the  following 

REPORT. 

THE  petitioner  flates,  that  he  obtained  a  licence 
to  employ  his  diftillery  from  March  lft,  to  June 
ill,  1798,  and  in  confequence  thereof  became  indebt- 
ed for  duties,  the  fum  of  fifty-feven  dollars — that   the 


*3 

high  ftate  of  the  water  in  the  river  Ohio,  slapped  the 
mills  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  prevented  him  from 
procuring  materials;  by  reafon  of  which,  his  diftillery 
was  unemployed  from  March  lft,  to  May  ift,  17985 
during  which  time  the  duties  are  demanded. 

The  Secretary  is  of  opinion,  that  under  the  circum- 
fiances  flated  by  the  petitioner,  the  rifque  of  being  able 
to  employ  his  diftillery  during  the  time  for  which  a 
licence  was  obtained,  was  voluntarily  aflumed,  and  that 
it  is  inexpedient  for  the  Legiflature  to  interpofe  as  re- 
quefted  in  this  cafe. 

All  which  isrefpe&fully  fubmitted  by 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treafury* 


Treafury  Department,   1 
March  241b,  1800.    J 


;....._    '.:■._.    z. 
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LETTER 


FROM    THE 


etretarp  of  gs>tate, 


INCLOSING    HIS 


E  P  O  R  T. 


MADE     IN     PURSUANCE     OF     A 

Refolution    of  the    Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives 

OF    THE    TWENTY-EIGHTH    ULTIMO. 


lfl;  April,  180O. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


[Pubhfhed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprejentativn.] 


. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE, 

April  ift9  1800. 
SIR, 


1 


HAVE  the  honor  to  enclofe  a  report  made  in  pur- 
fuance  of  a  Refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
of  the  28th  of  this  month,  and  to  be, 
With  great  rejpeff, 

Your  mojl  obedient  Servant^ 
TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 


The  honorable  the  S  P  E  A  K  E  R 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
of  the  United  States. 


} 
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REPORT. 


The  Secretary  of  State  in  purfuance  of  the  refolution  of 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  2%th  of  March  lajl> 
directing  him  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  a  report  of  ths 
proceedings  had  under  an  aft  pafjed  at  the  laft  fefjion^ 
entitled  u  An  aft  in  addition  to  an  act  intituled  "An 
aft  for  the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States"  together  with  an  account  of  the  expenfe 
incurred  within  each  fate  by  publifhing  the  laws  therein^ 

Respectfully  Reports, 

THAT  in  purfuance  of  the  firft  feftion  of  the  aft, 
the  laws  of  the  laft  feilion  of  Congrefs  were  printed 
in  Gazettes  at  the  following  places  and  rates,  viz  : 

Dollars. 
For  New-Hampfhire,         at  Concord,  for  156 


MafTachufetts, 

Eofton, 

- 

156 

Do.  (diftrict  of  Maine) 

Portland, 

- 

200 

Vermont, 

- 

Rutland, 

- 

200 

Rhode-Ifland, 

m. 

Providence, 

- 

200 

Connecticut, 

- 

Hartford, 

_ 

156 

New-York, 

- 

New- York, 

- 

156 

New-Jerfey, 

- 

Trenton, 

- 

200 

Pennfylvania, 

- 

Philadelphia, 

- 

200 

Do. 

- 

Pittfburg, 

- 

200 

Delaware. 

- 

Wilmington, 

- 

156 

Maryland, 

- 

Baltimore, 

- 

156 

Virginia, 

- 

Richmond, 

- 

200 

Do. 

- 

Winchefter, 

- 

200 

North-Carolina, 

- 

Halifax, 

— 

372 

South-Carolina, 

- 

Charlefton, 

- 

156 

Kentucky, 

- 

Lexington, 

- 

20D 

TennefTee, 

- 

Knoxville, 

- 

200 

Georgia, 

Augufta, 

Total  expenfe 

156 

3,620 

Of  thefe  the  printers  at  Portland,  Rutland,  Provi- 
dence, Trenton,  Pittfburg,  Winchefter,  Halifax, 
Lexington,  and  Knoxville,  printed  all  the  laws  of  t  e 
feffion  in  pages,  on  a  feparate  half  fheet  of  their  res- 
pective newfpapers,  and  thofe  at  Richmond  and  Phila- 
delphia, partly  in  fuch  pages  and  partly  in  colums. — 
Thofe  pages  being  feparated  from  the  ordinary  newf- 
paper  matter  were  capable  of  being  bound  up  and  pre- 
ferved  in  books. 

The  arrangement  the  Secretary  has  formed  for  pub- 
liming  the  laws  of  the  prefent  feffion,  contemplates  their 
ing  printed  at  the  fame  places,  except  that  in  New- 
Hampfhire  all  the  laws  in  relation  to  commerce  are  to  be 
printed  at  Portfmouth,  and  the  reft  at  Concord  as  ufual. 
The  compenfation  is  to  be  at  the  rate  of  two  thirds  of  a 
dollar  for  each  octavo  page  of  the  ftandard  edition,  to 
the  printers  who  (hall  publifti  the  laws  in  pages,  and  50 
cents  for  the  fame  page  to  thofe  who  publifh  the  laws  in 
columns;  the  choice  of  either  mode  being  left  with  the 
printers  refpeclively. 

The  Secretary  further  reports  that  the  additional  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  laft  feffion  authorized  by 
the  fecond  fection  of  the  fame  a£i  were  accordingly- 
printed  and  diftributed,  and  that  agreeably  to  the  third 
feBion  thereof  a  copy  of  the  Conftitution  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  amendments  thereto  were  added  to 
each  copy  of  the  laws  of  the  faid  feffion. 

All  which  is  refpeBfully  Juhmitted. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

Department  of   State,    "1 
April  ljl,  1800.  J 


• 
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LETTER 

FROM    THE 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

ACCOMPANYING  HIS  REPORT  ON  THE  PETITION 
OF 

BENJAMIN  WELLS, 

REFERRED    TO    HIM    ift    ULTIMO: 

AND 
THE  COUNTER  PETITION 

O  F 

SUNDRY  INHABITANTS 

OF 

.jFapette  County 

REFERRED  TO  HIM  ON  THE  TWENTY- FOURTH  MARCH. 

1  nd.  April,   1800. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 


Treasury  Department  April  1st,  1800. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  herewith  a  Report  on 
the  petition  of  Benjamin  Wells,  which  was  referred  to  me 
by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  together  with 
the  documents  referred  to  in  faid  report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

very  refpeclfully 
Sir 

Your  obedient  fervant 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 
The  Honourable 

The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe 

of  Reprefentatives. 

The  fecretary  of  the  treafury  to  whom  were  referred  by 
refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  patted  on  the 
lft  and  24th  of  March  1800,  the  petitions  of  Benjamin 
Wells,  and  alfo  a  counter  petition,  figned  by  fundry  inhabi- 
tants of  Fayet  County  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  refpecl- 
fully fubmits  the  following  report. 

In  purfuance  of  an  acl  of  congrefs,  paffed  on  the  27th  of 
February  1795,  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  appoint- 
ed commiffioners  to  al certain  the  loffes  fuffered  by  officers 
and  other  citizens  in  confequence  of  the  infurreclion  in  the 
Weftern  counties  of  Pennfylvania,  in  the  year  1794 — A 
copy  of  the  return  of  the  proceedings  of  faid  commiffioners 
is  herewith  tranfmitted. 

It  appears  from  this  document,  which  was  formed  by 
refpectahle  characters,  while  the  tranfactions  to  which  it 
refers  were  recent,  that  the  loffes  of  property  fuftered  by 
Benjamin  Wells,  were  eftimated  at  twelve  hundred  and 
thirty  f even  dollars  and  fifty  Cents;  on  account  of  which 
there  has  been  advanced  the  fum  of  eight  hundred  and 
twenty  feven  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  for  which  he  is  held 
accountable  according  to  the  terms  of  the  a6l  of  congrefs. 

The  fecretary  is  of  opinion  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
miffioners ought  to  be  received  as  conclufive  evidence  of 
the  value  of  the  property  deftroyed,  and  that  no  proceed- 
ings are  neceffary  or  expedient  in  confequence  of  the  peti- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  Fayette  County. 

Although  the  fecretary  entertains  the  highefl  refpecl;  for 
the  opinions  of  the  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta-? 


4 


tives,  to  whofe  confideration  the  claims  of  Benjamin  We 
appear  to  have  been  heretofore  referred,  yet  by  a  courfe  of 
reflections,  not  embraced  by  the  principles  upon  which 
their  report  was  founded,  his  mind  has  been  led  to  form 
different  conclufions. 

It  is  doubtlefs  true,  as  a  general  principle,  that  the  go- 
vernment is  not  refponfible  for  damages  occafjoned  by  riot- 
ers, or  infurgents ;  yet  it  is  believed,  that  the  circumftances 
which  attended  the  infurrection  in  1794,  conftitute  an  ex- 
empt cafe,  which  requires  the  interpofition  of  the  legiflature 
for  the  relief  of  individuals. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  officers  of  the  revenue  and  a 
few  private  citizens  at  great  perfonal  hazard  diftinguiihed 
themfelves  by  perfevering  exertions  to  carry  the  laws  into 
effect,  and  that  the  lofles  which  they  fuftained  proceeded 
folely  from  their  zeal  in  fupport  of  the  public  authority— 
As  the  deftruction  of  property  was  committed  by  perfons 
in  difguife,  or  from  whom  nothing  could  be  recovered,  a 
reference  of  the  fufFerers  to  their  private  remedies  at  law, 
would  be  the  fame  thing  in  effect,  as  to  declare  that  they 
fhall  never  be  compenfated. 

It  moreover  deferves  to  be  recollected,  that  with  the 
view  of  appeafmg  the  difcontents  in  the  Weftern  Country, 
by  manifefling  the  lenity  of  government,  and  thereby  ren- 
dering the  future  execution  of  the  laws  more  certain,  all 
demands  for  duties  or  penalties  prior  to  a  certain  period 
were  renounced. — The  legal  claims  of  the  public  being 
thus  comprGmifed,  it  was  natural  for  individuals,  to  avoid 
increafmg  the  popular  odium  againft  themfelves,  by  a  rigo- 
rous purfuit  of  their  private  rights  ;  indeed  it  may  be  ques- 
tioned, whether  confidering  the  circumftances  above  men- 
tioned, and  the  opinion  declared  by  the  late  Prefident  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  indemnification  ought  to  be  made  by 
the  public,  a  courfe  of  conduct  different  from  that  actually 
purfued  by  the  individual  fufferers,  would  have  been  con- 
iiftent  with  the  policy,  upon  which  the  act  of  Amnesty  was 
founded. 

With  reference  therefore  to  the  peculiar  circumftances 
which  attended  the  infurrection  in  the  year  1794,  the  fecre- 
tary  refpectfully  fubmits  it  as  his  opinion  that  it  is  expedient 
to  exonerate  the  individuals  to  whom  monies  were  advanced 
in  purfuance  of  the  act  of  February  27th  1795,  from  future 
refponiibillty,  and  alio  to  provide   for  the  payment  of  the. 


. 


balances  remaining  due  to  the  individuals  mentioned  in  the 
report  of  commiflioners  herewith  tranfmitted,  for  property 
actually  deftroyed,  but  that  no  circumftances  attend  the 
claim  of  Benjamin  Wells  which  require  that  a  difcrimina- 
tion  be  made  in  his  favour. 

All  which  is  moil  refpecl- 
fully  fubmitted 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 

Secretary  of  the  treafury. 
Treasury  Department, 
April  1st  1800. 
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A  list  of  property  belonging  to  JOHN  NEVILL,  Esqr. 

1 794,  With  an  esti- 


One  large  two  ftory  frame  dwelling  houfe,  40  _ 

feet  long   by  20  feet  wide,  neatly  finifhed,  \     94™ 
painting  and  papering  compleat,  done  in  the  f 
beft  manner,  with  the  beft  materials  J 

Five  new  feather  beds  with  bedfteads  and  furniture     320 

Carpeting  over  the  whole  houfe,  rooms  paffage 

and  flairs  60 

Two  and  1-2  dozen  prints  or  pictures  with  gilt 

frames  -  40 

f  The  world  "J 

Maps     "S  The  different  quarters  > 

C  Howell's  large  and  fmall       J 

A  long  fpy  glafs  of  the  beft  kind 

A  filver  medal  -  - 

One  and  1-2  dozen  windfor  chairs 

A  fet  common  do.  -  - 

Do.  kind  fomething  different 

A  lettee 

Four  looking  glaffes  ••  - 

An  eight  day  clock,  beft  mahogany  cafe 

A  defk  neatly  finifhed  with  beft  mounting 

Two  large  dining  tables  - 

Three  fmaller  dining  tables 

Four  good  trunks  and  one  cheft 

One  gold  locket  and  fome  old  filver 

One   pair  of    elegant  blunderbufs   piftols   with 
bayonets  -  -  - 

One  pair  of  common  do,  -   % 

One  handfome  fmall  fword 

Three  elegant  fufees  or  fowling  pieces 

One  elegant  fufee  of  fuperior  quality  (a  cocker) 

All  the  wearing  apparel  of  Mr.  Nevill,  two  grand 
daughters  and  myfelf. 

Sixty  nine  yards  new  linen     coft  2s.  8d.  p.  yd.. 

Two  Steelyards  -  - 

Tanned  Leather  -  - 

Four  faddles,  two  elegantly  mounted   and  two 
common  - 

One  fuddle  belonging  to  Prefley  Nevill 


20  66f 

4 

66f 

4 

664 

36 

6 

8 

8 

40 

85 

33-f 

30 

18 

15 

20 

15 

331 

26 

66* 

20 

20 

60 

13 

33f 

266 

66* 

24 

26f 

7 

53 

33} 

74 

12 

destroyed  at  Bower  Hill  by  the  Insurgents  on  the  17 tb  July 
mate  of  its  value* 


■ 
ravlil 


- 


JOHN  NEVILL 


in 


as 


SO 

12 

10 

13  33f 

16 

8 
16 
30  66f 

4 
40 
24 

6  66* 
60 
20 
80 

7 

S3  334 


Mrs.  Nevill's  faddle  and  bridle 

Two  bridles  with  plated  bits 

Scythes,  fickles  and  eight  new  rakes 

Tubs  for  falting  meat  and  pickling  cabbage 

100  dwt.  of  tallow  and  candles 

50  gallons  foap  - 

A  barrel  and  keg  of  whifky 

A  quarter  cafk  with  wine 

Empty  veffels,  flour  barrels,  &c. 

A  Franklin  Stove,  andirons,  tongs  and  fhovel 

Half  a  dozen  filver  table  fpoons 

One  dozen  filver  tea  fpoons,  beft  quality 

Table  linen,  napkins,  meets,  and  pillow  cafes 

Five  bufhels  fait 

Sundry  books  of  different  kinds 

Seven  new  bags  - 

Bacon  deftroyed,  carried  away,  and  concealed 

the  woods  till  fpoiled 
A  quantity  of  china  tea  ware,   queens   ware, 

plates,  dimes,  tereens,  &c.  glafs  ware,  decanters 

wine  glafles,  &c.  -  '  -  - 

Knives,  forks,  candlefticks,  and  fnuffers 
Groceries  on  hand,  for  family  ufe,  viz.  fugar,  tea, 

coffee  - 

A  cafe  with  12  fquare  bottles 
The  wool  of  26  iheep  lately  fhorn 
Two  cafes  razors,  a  lady's  pocket  book,  and  a  hy- 
drometer - 
A  large  fquare  log  kitchen,  with  fingle  roof  and 

ftone  chimney,  two  rooms  on  a  floor 
Kitchen  furniture,  with  cooking  utenfils  of  every 

kind  - 

Bedding  and  cloathing  of  every  kind  of  fourteen 

negroes  - 

Calh  - 

A  large  frame  barn  juft  finifhed,  with  firfl  flory  of 

Stone  80  feet  by  30  calculated  for  50  head  of 

cattle  below  - 

A  quantity  of  old  hay,  and  a  years  crop  of  rye, 

threihed  in  the  barn  but  not  cleaned 


33 

0  n  s 

33T 

6 

66| 

26 

66| 

6 

20 

11 

200 

66 

66* 

a 

80 

18 

200 
133 

SSL 

9 
CONTINUED. 


10 
JOHN  NEVILL 


Three  common  bridles  4 

A  large  framed  granary  and  corn  houfe,  two  fto- 
ries  high  with  garners  compleat,  to  hold  1000 
bufhels  grain  -  200 

Four  hundred  bufhels  clean  wheat  laying  in  faid 
granary  and  fome  corn  and  oats 

A  new  waggon  with  gears  compleat,  for  four 
horfes,  bear  ikin  covers 

Ox  yokes,  cradles,  fundry  fwingle  trees,  pack  fad- 
dies  &c.  - 

Two  jack  or  waggon  f crews 

One  fie  el  plate  crofs  cut  faw 

Two  fie  el  plate  hand  faws 

Carpenters  tools  -  -  - 

A  Blackfmiths  fhop,  and  all  the  tools  which  could 
be  deflroyed  by  fire 

A  fmall  Barn,  with  thatched  roof,  with  a  good 

liable  and  threfhing  floor 

A  large  poultry  houfe,  with  a  mingle  roof,  in 
which  were  a  number  of  ducks,  turkies,  dung- 
hill fowls,  and  fome  fat  flioats 

A  fmall  flable  with  plank  floors,  racks  and  mangers 

A  fmall  houfe  where  lived  a  family  of  negroes 

The  crop  then  {landing  in  the  fliock  and  not  cut 

One  cow,  and  breeding  fow  fhot  wantonly 

The  flour  of  twenty  bufhels  wheat 


333 

33} 

80 

13 

33} 

12 

8 

9 

33* 

26 

66} 

80 

106 

'6dy 

26 

66* 

33 
26 

AAA 

33} 
66f 

20 

12 

Dollars  7303  60 


The  lofs  in  not  putting  in  a  full  crop,  owing  to  the 
deflru6lion  of  farming  utenfils,  the  negroes,  be- 
ing hunted  off  the  plantation  and  myfelf  ba- 
nilhed  -  -  -  266  66 

My  actual  expences  when  driven  away  -         400 

Books,  bonds,  notes  and  accounts  -  4666  66} 

5SS3   32} 
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CONTINUED. 


By  cafh  paid  General  John  Nevill  by  the  com- 
miflioners,  out  of  money  appropriated,  by  an 
act  of  congrefs,  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  and 
officers  of  government  in  the  four  weflern  coun- 
ties of  Pennfylvania,  whofe  property  were  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  infur  gents  aspr.  reeeipt  No.  1. 


12 

An  account  of  tools  burnt  in  GENERAL    NEVILL5 


One  picking  axe* 

One  Drawing,  -  -       - 

One  adz,  -  -  •       - 

Three  bench  planes,  plow  and  groove, 
Three  augurs,  four  chifTels,  and  gouge, 
One  iron  fquare  and  compafs,  -  . 

Dolls, 


An  account  of  the  losses  sustained  by  GEORGE  FOWLER, 


2 

1 

1 

5 

no  T 

4 

af 

86| 

14 

23| 

One  filver  mounted  faddle,  plated  ftirrups,  girth 

and  firci  igle,  burnt,                   -  20 

One  grey  horie  mot,             -             -  133  33-f 

One  bridle,                  -               -  3 

One  lady's  pillion,  made  in  the  bed  manner,  19  50 


Dolls.  175  83 J. 


An  account  of  the  aElual  damages  sustained  by  PHILIP 
County  of  Westmoreland,  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the 
the  month  of  June,  1794. 


Burning  a  new  Barn  with   a   quantity  of  Hay 
therein,  -  80 

A  quantity  of  cloathing  carried  away,  or  other- 
wife  deftroyed  by  the  Infurgents,  -  10  33  J 

One  hundred  bufhels  of  oats  deftroyed,  at  33^  cts. 

perbufhel,  -  -  -  36  33 \ 

One  hundred  bufhels  wheat,         -  54  51  33} 

Eighty  bum  els  rye,  -  -  50  40 

One  hundred  and  twenty  bufliels  Indian 

Com,  -  -  -  33}  40 


13 
House,  the  property  of  CHARLES  RENO. 


By  Cafh  paid  Charles  Reno,  by  the  commiffioners 
out  of  the  money  appropriated  by  an  Act  of 
Congrefs,  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  and 
officers  of  government,  in  the  four  Weftern 
counties  of  Pennfylvania ;  whofe  property  were 
deftroyed  by  the  Infurgents  as  per  Receipt 
No.  2. 


at.  the  destruction  of  General  JOHN  NEVILL's  property. 


By  Caul  paid  George  Fowler  by  the  commif- 
fioners, out  of  the  money  appropriated  by  an 
Act  of  Congrefs  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens, 
and  officers  of  government  in  the  four  Weftern 
counties  of  Pennfylvania,  whole  property  were 
deilroyed  by  the  Inf argents  as  per  Receipt 
No.  3.  -  -  -  175  83 » 


REGAN,  an   officer  of  the  Revenue  Department,  in   the 
Insurgents  in  the  four  Wester -nCouniies  of  Pennsylvania,  in 


14 
PHILIP  REGAN, 


The   hay  of   fifteen  acres   of  good   Timothy 

Meadow,  &c.  80 

One  wafhing  tub  -  1 

One    and    a    quarter   acres   potatoes    deftroyed, 

computed  120  buihels  at  2s.  -  32 

A  quantity  of  corn  fodder  deftroyed  -  -  10  66f 

One   and  three  quarter  acres  flax  deftroyed,  the 

lofs  computed  at  -  -  *  16 

One  barrel  -  80 


Dolls.  398  46^ 


To  travelling  expenfes  from  the  25  July  1794  to  ") 
15    October    1794,  inclufive,    when   actually  1 123 
driven  away  by  the  Infurgents  J 

To  the  hire  of  a  horfe  the  above  time         a  50  cents     41 


164 


The  losses  and  damages  sustained  by  BENJAMIN  WELLS, 
Fayette,    part   of  the  4th    Survey,     in  the  District  of 


A   dwelling  houfe,  kitchen  and  liable,  the  pro- 
perty of  Hannah  Crawford,  -              -              120    ». 
Three  feather  beds  and  furniture  -           -           190 
Three  bed-fteads  and  cords  -                                 9 
Two  chaff  beds  and  bed  cloths  -             -          30 
Household  goods  and  kitchen  furniture  -           150 
Two  faddles  and  three  bridles  -             -          30 
Wearing  apparel          -  255 
250  wt.  coffee*  at  33±  83   33f- 
One  pair  icales  4 
Flour,  meat,  and  14  buihel  fait  -             -             30 
Indian  meal,  corn  and  cats  20 
100  wt.  wool              -               -  -              -               33  33} 
7  looking  glaffes  -             -           7 


15 
CONTINUED. 


By  cafli  paid  Philip  Regan,  by  the  commiffioners,  out  of  the 
money  appropriated  by  an  act  of  Congrefs,  for  the  relief  of 
the  citizens  and  officers  of  government,  in  the  four  weftern 
counties  of  Pennfylvania,  whole  property  were  deftroyed 
by  the  infurgents,  as  p.  Receipt  No.  4.  -         100 


Collector  of  the  Revenue  in  the  counties  of  Westmoreland  and 
Pennsylvania. 
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BENJAMIN  WELLS 


1  waggon-body  and  cover            - 

25 

1  pair  fteelyards           - 

4 

5  three  bufhel  bags      - 

5 

Wheels  and  rods              - 

5 

7  fickles             _„--•;. 

3   50 

3  pair  faddle  bags  and  Spair  fpurs 

18 

2  pair  boots               - 

12 

6  pair  fhoes  and  buckles 

10 

Bound  books             - 

10 

Carpenters  and  fhoemakers  tools 

12 

Tallow  and  foap              - 

9 

Apothecaries  drugs               - 

9 

Hempen  and  flax  thread            - 

8 

14  yards  linen               - 

4  66| 

One  fet  curtains              - 

6 

3  pack  faddles               - 

6 

1  horfe  collar,  and  waggon  whip, 

2 

1  hatchet,              -                  - 

2 

1  piftol,         -                               -':-'"- 

2 

2  tables,              - 

8 

12  chairs,                          .    -                 - 

5 

1  chefl,             - 

-       3 

6  yards  of  cloth,                  -             -             - 

12 

1  fet  razors  and  (having  box, 

1   50 

Corn,  fodder,  hay,  and  oats  deftroyed, 

80 

1  coffee  mill,              - 

1 

1  warning  tub,                - 

66 

4  barrels,             »                 -               -  .              » 

2 

1  ten  gallon  keg,  and  whifky, 

3 

1  fmooth  bow  gun,             - 

4 

3  pair  cotton  and  wool  cards, 

2  50 

Dolls. 

1237  50 

To  my  expenfes  when  driven  away  by  the  Infur-1 
gents,  from  the  29th  July  1794,  to  the  15th  l     92 
September  following,  J 


17 
CONTINUED. 


IS 
BENJAMIN  WELLS 


To  the  hire  of  a  horfe  from  the  29th  July,  to 
the  15th  of  September,  following,  at  3s,  9d. 
per.   day,  -.-.--  24 

To  the  damage  fufb.ined  by  my  being  driven 
away  from  the  29th  July  179%  to  November 
26th  following,  in  fourteen  acres  of  corn,  fix 
acres  of  oats,  and  twenty- five  acres  of  meadow ; 
the  lofs  computed  at  -  150 

Accounts  and  Account  Books,  50 


316 


An  account  of  losses  sustained  by  BEZL.  HOWE    of  the 
destruction  of  GENERAL  NEVILL'S  bouse  and  property 


One  broad  cloth  uniform  furtout  coat,  valued  at 
what  one  of  an  inferior  quality   cofl  in   Pitts- 


burgh 


An  account  of  the  aSlual  damages  sustained  by  WILLIAM 

bis  complying  with,  the  excise  law,  by  the 

of  Pennsylvania,  the  19tb  and 


To  breaking  and  deftroyinghis  large  (till  contain- 
ing 120  Gallons  -  60 
Deftroying  his  fuperfine  boulting  cloth               -         24 
Sundry  fmall  irons  carried  away  from  his  faw  mill         3 
Damages  for  flopping  him  from  diflilling  for 
one  month,  by  breaking  his  ft  ill,  for  which 
he  paid  the  excife                 -                 -  10 


Dollars     97 


19 
CONTINUED. 


By  cafh  paid  Benjamin  Wells,  by  the  commif- 
fioners,  out  of  the  money  appropriated  by  an 
act  of  Congrefs,  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens, 
and  officers  of  government,  in  the  four  Weftern 
counties  of  Pennfylvania,  whofe  property  were 
deftroyed  by  the  Infurgents,  as  per  Receipt 
No.  5.  -  727  50 


legion  of  the  United  States  on  the  16th  July  1794,  at  the 
by  the  insurgents  of  the  four  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania, 


By  cafh  paid  Bezl.  Howe  by  the  commiffioners 
out  of  the  money  appropriated  by  an  acl  of  con- 
grefs, for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  and  officers 
of  government  in  the  four  Weftern  counties 
of  Pennfylvania,  whofe  property  were  deftroy- 
ed by  the  infurgents,  as  pr.  receipt  No.  6  32 


COCHRAN  of  Allegany  county,  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
insurgents,  in  the  four  Western  counties 
28th  days  of  June,  1794. 


By  cafh  paid  William  Cochran  by  the  commiffi-  * 
oners  out  of  the  money  appropriated  by  an  act 
of  congrefs,  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  and 
officers  of  government,  in  the  four  Weftern 
counties  of  Pennfylvania,  whofe  property  were 
deftroyed  by  the  infurgents  as  pr.  receipt  No.  7.       97 


20 

Amount  of  money  appropriated  by  an  aSt  of  Congress  for  the 
relief  of  the  citizens  and  officers  of  government  in  the  four 
Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  property  were 
destroyed  by  the  insurgents  -  Dollars     8500 


To  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  made  by  the 

commiffioners  out  of  the  above  fum  as 

pr.  fore- 

going  ftatement 

John  Nevill 

- 

5640  43| 

Charles  Reno 

. 

14  23i. 

George  Fowler 

. 

175  83| 

Philip  Regan         -             - 

- 

100 

Benjamin  Wells          - 

- 

727  50 

Bezl.  Howe         - 

_ 

32 

William  Cochran 

Dollars 

97 

6787 

Balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  General  John 
Nevil,  fubje6l  to  the  order  of  the  commiffi- 
oners -  -  -  -  -  -  1713 


We  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  afcertain  and  liquidate 
the  damages  fuftained  by  the  citizens  and  officers  of  govern- 
ment, in  the  four  Weftern  counties  of  Pennfylvania,  by  the 
infurgents ;  certify,  that  we  have  made  the  above  ftatement 
— the  fums  carried  out  are  thofe  on  which  we  have  made 
the  appropriation — The  fums  flated  in  red  ink,  we  fubmit 
to  a  further  decilion  of  government. 

Thomas  Butler. 
George  Wallace. 

Pittiburgh  Deer.  10th  1795. 
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Treasury  Department, 

Register's  Office,  31ft  March  1800. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from 

the  records  of  this  office  :  and  that  on  a  fecond  dividend,  the 

following  additional  allowances,  amounting  to  the  balance  of 

feventeen  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  were  made  viz. 

To  John  Nevill  532  45i 

Philip  Regan  50 

Benjamin  Wells  -  -  -  100 

Mary    Ann    Kirkpatrick,    for    her    huiband 

Abraham  Kirkpatrick        -  1030  54]- 


Dollars     171. 
JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Rg. 


LETTER 

FROM    THE 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

TO    THE 

CHAIRMAN  of  the  COMMITTEE, 

OF 

Ways  anu  jHeans, 

TRANSMITTING  TO   HIM    A  LETTER 

FROM   THE    COMMISSIONERS   OF 

VALUATION  OF  HOUSES  AND 

LANDS  IN  THE 

STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


loth  April,   1800. 
Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to 
whom  is  committed  the  Bill  to  provide  for  equaliz- 
ing the  valuations  of  unfeated  lands. 

[Publi/hed  by  order  of  the  Houje  of  Reprefentatives.] 
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v  J  *~l  v. ;' 


^ihaH 


LETTER. 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT, 
March  31ft,  1800. 
SIR, 

I  DEEM  it  my  duty  to  tranfmit,  for  the  information 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  a  copy  of 
a  letter,  dated  the  1 8th  of  March,  1800,  from  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  valuation  of  houfes  and  lands  in  the  flate 
of  New- York. 

It  is  with  great  concern  that  I  find,  at  this  late  period, 
that  the  valuations  in  certain  diftricls,  have  been  fo  im- 
perfectly made,  as  to  render  further  legiflative  provi- 
Sons  neceffary. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be9 
Very  refpeclfully, 
Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant> 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 


Hon.  Robert  G.  Harper,  Efq. 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 


[COPY.] 

Albany,  March  18th,   i8od. 
SIR, 

IN  purfuance  of  the  inftruclions  received  from  you, 
and  of  the  law  of  Congrefs  paffed  on  the  2d  day  of 
January,  i8oo,  entitled,  "  An  aft  fupplementary  to 
"  an  act  to  provide  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and  dwell- 
<:  ing  houfes,  and  the  enumeration  of  flaves  within  the 
*{  United  States,"  the  Board  of  Commiffioners  in  the 
ftate  of  New- York,  have  affembled  for  the  purpofe  of 
revifing  the  lifts  rendered  by  the  AfTeffors,  and  their 
own  former  proceedings  thereon ;  and  with  a  view  of 
complying,  as  far  as  poflible,  with  the  intention  of  Con- 
grefs, expreffed  in  the  a£t  aforefaid. 

In  proceeding  with  the  neceffary  examination,  the 
Board  have  become  fully  convinced,  that  no  powers 
veiled  in  them,  by  either  of  the  ads  abovementioned, 
are  adequate  to  remedy  the  evils  which  moft  demand 
attention,  and  which  have  been  fuggefted  by  obferva- 
tion  and  experience. 

In  the  firft,  fecond,  third,  fourth  and  fifth  divifions, 
no  material  alterations  appear  to  be  expedient ;  but  in 
the  fixth,  feventh,  eighth  and  ninth  divifions,  great  and 
juft  complaints  have  been  made  by  proprietors  of  large 
trafts  of  vacant  lands,  who  are  generally  non-refidents 
of  the  diftri&s  where  the  lands  lie,  and  therefore  the 
privilege  of  appeal  to  the  principal  AfTeffors  was,  in  ef- 
fect, to  them,  nugatory,  as  the  time  allowed  for  ap- 
peal would  not  admit  of  neceffary  information  and  at- 
tendance ;  more  efpecially  as  many  of  thofe  proprie- 
tors have  lands  of  fuch  defcription  in  more  than  one 
diftricl,  and  perhaps  in  all  of  thofe  divifions  referred  to. 
In  each  of  thofe  divifions,  there  are  diftricls,  or  fub-di- 
vifions  of  diftri&s,  in  which  a  fmall  portion  of  the  lands 
are  fettled  (fay  from  one  fourth  to  one  twentieth);  the 
refidue  vacant  and  unproductive.     In  fome  of  thefe, 


all  the  lands,  vacant  and  improved,  are  valued  at  one 
price,  and  in  others,  a  fmall  variation  only  is  made  ; 
wherefrom  would  enfue  the  confequence  of  reducing 
the  improved  property  below  its  real  value,  fhould  we 
attempt  to  bring  the  vacant  to  its  juft  level. 

The  northern  diftricl  of  the  third  divifion  appears  to 
be  juftly  appraifed,  where  the  vacant  lands  are  at  an 
average  of  fevtnty-five  cents  ;  while  a  di Uriel;  of  the 
eighth  divifion,  adjoining  thereto,  (the  lands  in  which 
are  of  the  fame  defcription  in  all  refpe&s  with  the  for- 
mer), ftands  charged  at  an  average  of  two  hundred  cents 
for  the  vacant  lands.  This  may  ferve  as  an  explana- 
tion of  the  idea  we  mean  to  exprefs  ;  and  as  large 
tracts  of  rough,  uninhabited  country  are  thus  affeffed 
en  maffe,  no  actual  infpe&ion  of  the  property  can  be 
expe£ted  from  the  Afieffors,  who  therefore  have  ex- 
ercifed  a  vague  opinion,  not  founded  on  their  own  ob^ 
fervation. 

So  extenfive  is  the  difproportion,  and  the  vacant 
lands  fo  much  interfperfed  with  the  improved  in  every 
diftrict  and  fub-divifion,  that  legiflative  interference 
alone  can  apply  the  remedy.  In  one  fub-divifion  of 
the  ninth  diftrict, : (even th  divifion,  1,116,463  acres, 
and  in  other  diftricts  of  this  divifion,  a  quantity  not 
much  lefs,  and  perhaps  more,  are  thus  fituated,  and 
taxes  mull  be  paid  thereon;  while  in  the  ninth  divifion 
one  aggregate  tract  of  three  millions  of  acres,  befides 
many  other  extenfive  parcels  of  land  not  yet  fubject  to 
taxation,  will  ultimately  become  fo3  under  the  fame 
circum  fiances.    qq\      HAJ32 

Another  point  equally  worthy  of  confideration  and 
provifion  is,  that  large  tracts  of  unfettled  lands  in  all 
the  northern  and  wefiern  diftriBs  of  the  ftate,  have  been 
unavoidably  omitted  in  the  valuation;  and  the  Afief- 
fors, not  pofTeffing  proper  information,  cannot  fupply 
the  defect  in  the  lifts.  Time  and  experience  alone  can 
render  it  poffible.  The  owners  of  unimproved  lands, 
who  have  confeientioufly  returned  their  lifts,  will  there- 
fore pay  the  tax,  while  delinquents  will  avoid  it — Nor 
fcas  it  been  poffible  for  all  landholders  to  comply  with 


/  e2bnsl 

!|  $dio  nt  bos 

-  :jov/  taor. 


the  law  in  that  refpeft.  From  the  original  diftribution 
of  lands  in  this  ftate,  into  patents  (fo  called)  of  unequal 
and  irregular  extent,  and  the  prefent  diftribution  of  the 
country  into  towns*  equally  irregular,  more  extenfive, 
and  lefs  defined  in  their  boundaries,  proprietors  of  va- 
cant lands  have  frequently  been  unable  to  defcribe  their 
property,  and  numerous  lifts  have  been  received  by  the 
Affeffors  wholly  unintelligible  to  them  and  to  the  Com- 
miffioners,  and  which  the  owners  could  not  explain  in 
due  feafon,  if  at  all.  In  fome  inftances  alfo,  improved 
property,  lying  detached  and  among  vacant  lanes,  has 
been  omitted— -In  one  diftrict  of  the  feventh  divifion, 
as  many  as  thirty  farms  are  thus  omitted ;  and  time  and 
enquiry  will  probably  evince  that  many  more  have 
been  fo. 

The  Board,  with  due  deference,  fubmit  an  opinion 
that  the  Surveyors  of  the  proper  diftrifts  will  be  com- 
petent to  the  completion  of  the  lifts  of  lands,  in  like 
manner  as  they  are  to  infert  houfes,  built  or  occupied 
fince  id  Oclober,  1798.  But  they  alfo  fugge ft  an 
idea,  that  more  difcretion  than  would  be  proper  to  com- 
mit to  that  defcription  of  officers,  and  more  inveftigation 
than  their  local  duties  would  permit  them  to  undertake, 
would  be  efientially  neceffary  in  regard  to  the  contem- 
plated equalization  of  lands,  sq  3 
"   All  which  is  refpecTfullv  fubmitted. 

(Signed)      SELAH  STRONG, 

JACOB  RADCLIFFE, 
SAMUEL  HAIGHT, 
PETER  CANTINE,  jun. 
ST.  N.  BAYARD, 
JAMES  GORDON, 
MOSS  KENT, 
CH.  NUKERCK. 

The  Hon.  Oliver  Wolcott? 
Efquire,  &c.  &c. 


REPORT 

FROM    THE 

Secretary  of  the  Treafiiry* 

ACCOMPANYING 

AN  ESTIMATE 

For  an  appropriation  of  monies  to  carry  into  effect 
"  The  act  refpe&ing  quaratines  and  health-laws." 


THE  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  mofl  refpecV 
fully  reports  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives : 

That  an  appropriation  of  thirty-nine  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  will  be  required  for  the 
purpofe  of  defraying  the  expences  incident  to  the 
execution  of  the  acl:,  entituled,  "  An  acl:  refpe&ing 
quarantines  and  health-laws,"  paffed  the  25th.  of  Fe- 
bruary 1799,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  the  en- 
clofed  eftimate,  reference  being  thereunto  had. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted  by 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 

Secretary  of  the  Treafury. 

Treasury  Department,  > 
April  24th,  1800.         3 


1 


An  EJlimate  for  an  appropriation  of  monies  to  carry  into 
effecl  "  The  acl  refpecling  Quarantines  and  Health* 
Laws"  pajfed the  i$th.  February  1799. 


Dollars,     Cts. 

The  Collector  of  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia dates,  that  towards  the  building 
a  wharf,  (lores,  Cuftom-houfe  and 
purchafe  of  ground,  there  has  been 
expended,         -  i532oo     o 

The  Collector  of  the  port  of  New- York 
eftimates  for  a  wharf,  ftorehoufe,  plat- 
form and  other  buildings    -         -  12,550     o 

The  Collector  of  the  port  of  Charlefton 
Hates  the  purchafe  of  a  houfe  on  Sul- 
livan's Ifland,       -  1 ,500     o 

It  is  probable  that  further  exprnces  may- 
be neceflary,  the  particulars  of  which 
cannot  be  forefeen  at  this  time,  on  ac- 
count of  which  the  expediency  of  an 
appropriation  is  fubmitted,  of      -  10,000     o 


Dots.  39,250     o 


Tresury  Department, 
Regifter's-Office,  April  2$d   1800. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Regi/ter. 


LETTER 


FROM    THE 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

TRANSMITTING 

A    LETTER 


FROM    THE 


Comptroller  of  the  Treamry, 


ACCOMPANIED    WITH 


SUNDRY  STATEMENTS, 

PREPARED  IN  OBEDIENCE  TO  THE  ACT, 
ENTITLED 

(i  An  act.  eftablifhing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States," 

Pajfed  the  zd  April  1 792. 

2 $th  April,   1800. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Printed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States. 


Treasury  Department^ 
April  i$th,  1800. 


SIR, 


1 


HAVE  the  honor  to  tranfmit  herewith,  a  letter 
from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treafury  of  this  date, 
accompanied  with  fundry  ftatements,  which  have 
been  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  ad,  entitled 
"  An  acl:  eflablifhing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States,"  patted  on  the  2d  of 
April  1792. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  refpectfully, 

SIR, 
Your  obedient  fervant, 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 

The  honorable 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States. 


Treasury  Department, 
Comptroller's  Office ,  April  2§th)  i8oo» 


SIR, 


HE  ftatements  marked  A,  B,  C  and  D,  "which 
I  now  lay  before  you,  have  been  prepared  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  7th  feclion  of  an  ad  of  Congrefs  of  the 
2d  of  April  1792,  entitled  f  An  acl:  eftablifhing  a 
Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States/' 
Thefe,  with  the  ftatements  which  accompanied  my 
letter  of  the  30th  of  January  1799,  afford  as  com- 
plete a  view  of  the  principal  tranfadtions  of  that  insti- 
tution, as  the  fettlements  hitherto  made  at  the  treafury 
enable  me  to  give.  They  contain,  I  hope,  all  the 
information  expected  by  the  Legiflature. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
SIR, 

With  very  great  refpect, 
Your  obedient  fervant, 

JOHN  STEELE. 

The  honorable 

Oliver  Wolcott,  Efq. 
Secretary  of  the  Treafury* 


STATEMENT  of  appropriations  made  by  law  for  the  Mint  eftablifliment,  for 
the  year  1798  ;  with  the  amount  of  warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treafury  on  faid  appropriations. 


Amount  of  warrants  drawn  on  the 
Treafurer  in  favor  of  the  Mint,  in 
the  year  1798,         - 

Balance  remaining  of  the  appropriati- 
ons applicable  by  law  to  the  Mint 
eftablifhment,  on  the  ift  January 
J799> 


Dolls,  cts. 


7,000 


46,075  72 


Dollars,  53,075  72 


Balance  of  the  feveral  appropriations 
for  the  Mint  eftablifliment,  unex- 
pended on  the  ift  January  1798, 

"  An  aft  refpe&ing  the  Mint,"  dated 
27th  May  1796, 

"  An  ad:  making  appropriations  for 
the  fupport  of  government  for  the 
year  1798,"  dated  the  1 9th  March 
1798,        


Dolls,  cts. 


33>778  7- 


7>S97 


:  1,700 


Dollars,  53,07$  72 


A 

STATEMENT  of  appropriations  made  by  law  for  the  payment  of  the  falaries 
of  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  Mint,  for  the  year  1798. 


Amount  of  warrants  drawn  on  the 
Treafurer  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  falaries  of  the  officers  and  clerks, 
for  the  year  1798, 

Amount  carried  to  the  furplus  fund  on 
the  31ft  December  1798, 


Dolls,  cts. 


10,600 


>565  77 


Dollars,  12,165  77 


Balance  of  the  feveral  appropriations 
nude  by  law  for  the  payment  of  the 
officers  and  clerks,  unexpended  on 
th^  1  ft  January  1798,  as  per  former 
ftajement,         ...         - 

An  eft  making  appropriations  for  the 
ftnport  of  government  for  the  year 
1708,  and  for  other  purpofes,  dated 
MJirch  19th  1798,         -         -      '"  - 

An  i£t  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
the  acl:  refpe&ing  the  compenfation 
of  clerks,  and  for  other  purpofes, 
dated  May  14th  1798, 


Dolls,  cts. 


665  77 


10,400 


Dollars,  12,165  yy 


STATEMENT  of  the  application  of  monies  advanced  from  the  Treafury 

i  ft  January  to  the 


Pounds. 
585 


22,S29 


The  monies,  plid  by  the  Treafurer  of  the  Mint,  on  warrants  draiv\)? 
him  by  the  Pircclor,  and  admitted  by  the  Accounting  Officers 
Treafury  of  thl  United  States,  on  the  adjujlment  of  his  accounts, 
as  follow,  |/«- 

INCIDENTAL  and  CONTINGENT  EXPENSES  and 
REPAIRS  of  the  MINT. 

For  ten  lhoufsnd  eight  hundred  and  thirty  fix  dollars  and  fifty-fevq 
cents,  beinj  the  amount  expended  for  the  requifite  repairs,  appfi 
tus,  machijes,  wages  of  workmen,  and  other  expenfes — 
Paid  from  1  ft  January  to  31ft  March, 

from  ill  April  to  30th  June,         .... 
from  1  ft  July  to  30th  September, 
from  ill  Oaober  to  31ft  December, 


COPPER  PURCHASED  FOR  COINAGE. 

For  (even  thoufand  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  twenty-two  cent 
being  the  amount  of  the  coll  and  charges  of  copper  purchafed  f( 
coinage — 
Purchafed  from  1  ft  April,  to  30th  June,  -         -  117 

Credited  Mr.  Pinckney,  in  this  quarter,  for  lofs  on  a  bill  of 
exchange,  remitted  him  to  purchafe  copper;  and  for 
the  nett  amount  of  infurance,  &c.         -  -  984 

Purchafed  from  ill  July  to  3 ill  December, 


Dolls,  cts,      Dolls,  cts. 


3,770  82 
2,958  65 
'.5^8  55 
2,578  55 


10,836  57 


Carried  Jirward,  Dolls.    17,946   79 


of  the  United  States,  for  the  fupport  of  the  Mint  eftablifliment,  from  the 
31ft  December  1798. 


Dolls,  cts. 
Balance  which  remained  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  Treafurer  of  the  Mint,  on  the  ill  January 

1798,  per  Auditor's  report,  No.  9,543,  and  former  llatement  furnilhed,        .        .  ">752  08 

Amount  advanced  to  the  Treafurer  of  the  Mint,  via. 

For  the  Mint  eftablilhment,  advanced  from  the  Treafury,  -  7,000 

Ditto,  for  this  fum  to  be  paffed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  credit 

of  Thomas  Pinckney,  on  the  fettlement  of  his  accounts  with  the 

Department  of  State,  being  a  balance  due  to  him  from  the  Mint, 

and  now  transferred  to  faid  depai 


For  the  Salaries  of  the  officers  and  clerks,        - 

Balance  due  from  the  United  States  to  Benjamin  Ruth,  Treafurer  of  the  Mint, 
on  the  ill  January  1799,  per  Auditor's  report,  No.  10,682, 


17,822 


Carried  forward,  Dillars,  31,367  50 


Dolls,  cts. 
31,367  50 


Dollars,  31,367  50 


A 


An  account  of  cents  and  half  cents, 
paid  into  the  Treafury  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Treafurer  of  the  Mint 
— in  the  year  1798. 


Amount  paid  in  the  firfl  quarter,  -           670 

fecond  quarter,  -     960 

third  quarter,  -      3^75^ 

fourth  quarter,  2,215 


Dollars,  7,597 


Treasury  Department, 

Regijler's  Office,  April  lgth,   1800. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Regifter, 

E 


B 


STATEMENT  of  appropriations  made  by  law  for  the  Mint  effcablHhment,  for 
the  year  1799  ;  with  the  amount  of  warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treafury  on  faid  appropriations. 


Amount  of  warrants  drawn  on  the  Trea- 

furer  in  favor  of  the  Mint,  for  the  fer- 

vices  of  the  year  1799, 
Balance   of   the  appropriations  for   the 

Mint  eftablifhment,  unexpended  on  ift 

January,  1800, 


Delhi  cts. 


28,172  93 


31,202  79 


Dollars,  59,375  7' 


Balance  of  the  feveral  appropriations 
made  by  law  for  the  Mint  eftablifh- 
ment,  unexpended  on  the  ift  Janu- 
ary 1799,        - 

An  aft  making  appropriations  for  the 
fupport  of  government  for  the  year 
1799,  dated  the  2d  March  1799, 


Dolls,  cts. 


46,075  72 


^W0 


Dollars,  59,375  72 


B 


STATEMENT  of  appropriations  made  by  law  for  the  payment  of  the  falaries 
of  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  Mint,  for  the  year  1799. 


Amount  of  warrants  drawn  on  the 
Treafurer  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  falaries  of  the  officers  and  clerks, 
for  the  year  1799,         -         -    ]   - 


Dolls,  cts. 


10,600 


An  a£t  making  appropriations  for  the 
fupport  of  government  for  the  year 
1799,  dated  the  2d  March  1799, 


Dolls,  cts. 


10,600 


B 

STATEMENT  of  the  application  of  monies  advanced  from  the  Treafury 

i  ft  January  to  the 


Balance  due  from  the  United  Stales  to  Benjamin  Rum,  Treafurer  of  the  Mint,  on  ift  January 
1799,  per  report,  No.  10,682,         ----- 

The  monies,  paid  by  ps  Treafurer  of  the  Mint,  on  warrants  drawn  en 
him  by  the  Direclff,  and  admitted  by  the  Accounting  Officers  of  the 
Treafury  of  the  Untcd  States,  on  the  adjuftment  of  his  accounts,  were 
as  follow,  "viz. 

INCIDENT AI  and  CONTINGENT  EXPENSES  and 
RIPAIRS  or  the  MINT. 

For  11,581  dollars  and  46  cents,  being  the  amount  expended  for  the  requifite  repairs,  appa- 
ratus, machines,  wages  of  workmen,  and  other  expenfes — 

Paid  from  1  ft  January  to  31ft  March,  ...  -  3>77°  °3 

from  1  ft  April  to  30th  June,  -  2,830  26 

from  1  ft  July  to  30th  September,  ...  -  i,Sjj  54 

from  1 ft  Oftober  to  31ft  December,  -  3,10363 


COPPER  PURCHASED  FOR  COINAGE. 

For  12,438  dollars  and  71  centi,  being  the  amount  of  the  coft  and  charges  of 

copper  purchafed  for  coinage — 

Pounds. 

28,966  Purchafed  from  ift  July,  to  31ft  December,  being  the  nett  amount 
after  deducting  31,671  pounds  of  rough  copper  and  clippings, 
fold  by  the  chief  coiner  and  the  melter  and  refiner,  for  5,888 
dollars  and  41  cents,  and  deduaing  alfo  1,485  dollars  and  76 
cents,  gained  by  exchange  on  bills  remitted  to  London, 


12,43s  71 


Carried  forward,  Dolls.  25,013   <jg 


of  the  United  States,  for  the  fupport  of  the  Mint  eftablifhment,  from  the 
31ft  December  1799. 


Amount  advanced  to  the  Treafurer  of  the  Mint,  for  the  Mint  eftablifliment, 
For  the  Salaries  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  Mint, 


Dolls,  ets. 
18,172  93 
10,60.0 


Carried  forward,  Dtllttrs,  38,772 


Dolls,  cts. 
Brought  forward,  38,772  93 
Benjamin  Rufti,  his  fufpenfe  account,  in  relation  to  a  bill  of  exchange,  ftated  to  have  been 
purchafed  by  him  for  a  remittance,  but  for  which,  receipts  have  not  been  yet  produced,  5>373  33 


Dollars,  44,146  26 


B 

Br. BENJAMIN  RUSH,  Treafufer  of  the  Mint,  his  fufpenfe  ac- 
count, in  relation  to  a  bill,  ftated  to  have  been  remitted  for  the  purchafe 
of  copper.  . q1% 


To  fta'tement  of  the  application  of 
monies,  advanced  from  the  Trea- 
fury  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
fupport  of  the  Mint  eftablifhment 
in  the  year  1799 — for  this  fum,  be- 
ing the  amount  of  a  bill  ftated  to 
have  been  purchafed  and  remitted 
by  him,  but  which  is  fufpended  for 
want  of  vouchers,  per  Auditor's 
report,  No.  11,242, 


Dolls,  as. 


5.373  33 


By  balance  to  be  accounted  for  by 
Benjamin  Rufli,  Treafurer  of  the 
Mint,  on  ill  January  1800,    - 


Dolls,  cts. 


5>373  33 


Dollars,  5,373  33 


B 


Account  of  cents  and  half  cents,  paid 
into  the  Treafury  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint, 
in  the  year  1799. 


Dolls,  cts. 

Amount  paid  in  the  firft  quarter, 

3>49° 

fecond  quarter, 

953  l8 

third  quarter, 

660 

fourth  quarter, 

4,283  50 

Dollars,  9,386  68 


Treasury  Department, 

Regijhr's  Office,  April  i^ih,   1800. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Repjter. 


X 


Dr.- 


-MINT  of  the  UNITED  STATES,  for  cupper  coina;  mewing  me  amount  purchafed,  the  amount  coined  into  cents  and 
half  cents,  and  the  profit  arifing  thereon,  from  thcftabliihmcnt  thereof,  to  the  31ft  of  December  1799. Cr. 


'o  amount  of  rough  copper,  purchafcd  by  N.  Way,  Trea- 
furer  of  the  Mint,  from  April  24th  1 794,  to  Auguft 
31ft  1797,  ..... 

'o  Amount  of  rough  copper,  purchafed  by  B.  Rufh, 
Treafurer  of  the  Mint,  from  September  ift  1797,  to 
December  31ft  i799i 


Total  a 


of  rough  copper,  purchafed  from  the  com- 
of   the    inftiiution   to  the   31ft    December 
1799,    in  both  Avoirdupois  and  Troy   weights;  toge- 
ther with  the  actual  coft,  : 
To  balance,  being  the  amount  gained  on  the  coinage  of 
rough  copper,             - 


'o  amount  of  planchets,  purchafed  from  the 
ment  of  the  inflitution  to  31ft  December  1799, 

'o  balance,  being  the  amount  gained  on  the  coinage  of 
planchets,        -        -  -        - 


64,676 


|  4*4*U  HM(U. 

,»,.       _*• 

lbs.     os.  Ai/ri.l        dolls,  els. 

paid  to  ditto,  by  N.  Way, 
paid  to  ditto,  by  B.  Rufli, 


Total  amount  paid  to  the  Treafurer  of  the  United  States, 

from  the  commencement  of  the  inftiiution,  to  the  31ft  oi 

December  1799, 


ove  fum  of  48,041  dollars  and 

forty-two  cents,    is  coiupoled  of  ctnts  weighing  208 

grains  each,  equal  in  weight  to,  -         -         - 

1,6  668  dollars  and  forty  two  cents,  being  the  refidue,  is 

cpmgpred    ol     cents    neighing    -dwts.    each,     equal    in 

By  amount  charged  at  debit  to  rough  copper,  being  freight 

By  amount,  allowed  the  chief  coiner  for  waftage,  from 
March  31ft  1796,  to  March  30th  1799,  valued  at  20 
cents  per  lb.         -         -         -         -  -         - 

By  amount  ufed  for  machinery, 


:  calh  has  been 
for  which  the  calh  has  1 


By  amount,   delivered  to   the  melter  and  refiner,    30th 

March  1799,         -  - 

By  amount  reierved  for  calling  machinery,  &c. 

Total  amount  of  planchets 

purchafed,     -         -         -  111,829     2   13 

Dedutt  amount  on  hand  at 

the  Mint  jiftDec.  1799,  55,iot   5   1 


Leaves  this  as  the  amount  of  planchets  coined,  and  includ- 
ed  in  the  above  fum  of  48,041  dollars  and  forty-two 

Total  amount  of  rough  copper  accounted  for, 
By  balance  of  rough  copper  for  which  no  account  has  been 
given,  - 


By  amount  of  planchets  on  hand  at  the  Mint,  31ft  Dec. 

By  amount  of  cents  and  half  cents  on  hand,  December 
21ft  1700,      -  -  -  -  -.   . 

t  par,  being  this 


433  48 
5,988 
1,980  87 

58  80 
337 


'.7»  3S 
1,891  91 


RECAPITULATION. 

155,598      '  ■  -        which  coft  as  abc 


Total  amount  of  rough  copper  accounted  for  as  above,    153,228     3     9 
ditto,  of  planchets,  ditto,  -  -  112,829     2   13 


which  produced  as  above, 


Dolls,  els. 

32,913  II 

28,970  94 


79-6°9  75 
17,725  69 


Treasury  Dei 

Rsgifrr-s  Offit,,  jlpriliolh,  1800. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  RegiJIir. 


AN  AbftracT:  Statement  of  the  fettl 

=ment,  at 

the  Treafury,  of  the  account  of  the  Treafurer 

of  the  Mint,  from  July  1ft, 

1798,  to  June  30th,  1799;  exhibiting  the  balance 

in  bullion  for  which  he  remained  a 

:oui 

PERIOD  OF  SETTLEMENT. 

BALANCk  WHICH  REMAINED  TO  BE  ACCOUNTED  FOR,  JUNE  30/I  i7,B,  CONSISTING  OF, 

SWo/  To/W 

CO/WS  OJ  GOLD  AND  SILVER   MADE  AT  THE  MINT. 

;H 

GOLD    •■:>'■■    Hmf,   ■/,'■,  ftf.,;, 

siLriR  „,<>:,  h.,j,. r, h,oj. 

COOT. 

»f 

COLD. 

S.LVER. 

Tie/  r»h> 

•r 

,1 

GOLD. 

S.LVE, 

«iU£  0?  CC  NS 
PAID  AT  THE  ifj.vr. 

— 

""- 

-r 

'"»■ 

OF  COLD. 

OF  SLLVER. 

-+■ 

„4 

.,„,„. 

v,„. 

&*./"• 

4» 

EAGLES. 

EA^S. 

"BSSt 

— 

DOLLARS.  piSMES.1 

0-..  dv*.  r 

DM,.  ,„. 

&.    J^.,r. 

DM,.  A 

DM,.  «,. 

DM,.  ,,,. 

aaj.  as. 

Or.    dm.*. 

ZM,.    ,„. 

O..     for.  jr. 

a/4,  «,. 

&»,.  0,. 

D,»,.  «,. 

0..     .W.JT. 

K. 

SV 

ML 

0*  A...  r. 

K,         1     MS. 

DM.    „,. 

JVLY  lA  ,79s. 

)UNEsc,hmJ     2V   II     1 

3.689  74i 

6,239   10     8 

7."99  38 

=4,736  8= 

'  38,3.5  5*; 

5.747  "5  '  = 

I°=,.8«  63; 

370.014  43; 

510,511  59; 

5,689    19       9 

7,7=3 

4,75' 

60 

337.5'5       =7.55° 

■=7."°'  39; 

334=8  3- 

which  appear*  by  the  ftateraent  marked  D,  formerly  tranfmitted, 

and  is  compofed  of  the  fum  of  17  dollars  and  50  cents  and  330 
d'jllan,  mentioned  in  a  note  fubjoined  to  the  ItatemeDt  marked 
E,  alio  formerly  tranfmitted. 

'A  accoun 

able  on  the  laft  fettlement,  and  alfo  the  depofits 

of  bullion,  value 

of  coins 

paid,  allowances  for  waftage, 

balance  remaining  in 

the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the  Mint,  and  in  the  Bank  of  the 

United  States. 

ALLOWANCE  FOR  WASTAGE. 

BALANCE           -              .           -           -            TO           -           -           -BE-                    -           -          .           ACCOUNTED p  0  R 

or  coins 

t,i°i  rdu 

..in 

-«>■ 

ft 

»  THE  HANDS  OF  THE  UELTER  AND  KEFWER. 

aenm.Jta****.*--*-. 

■——*—*— 

w^../B.w„.„„^A. 

GOLD. 

SILVER. 

Lt 

GOLD. 

SILVER. 

EM.. 

GOLD. 

SILVER. 

71 

GOLD. 

S,VE, 

fit. 

GOLD. 

SILVER. 

Wilm 

SILVER. 

M.W 

'— 

«_r. 

«- 

— " 

«»■      |      — 

— *          — 

«— 

— 

— 

a*,.  *. 

an,.   «.. 

Ofc  A*.,, 

DM,.  «, 

0=.^«.jr 

ail,.  ,„. 

"■"'■  "'■ 

0=.  A*.  r 

»//,.  „,. 

Ox.   A.-,,  j. 

dm,.  «,. 

D-ll..  .-,. 

0,.    JM.tr.    DM,.,,,. 

DM,,  to, 

— 

"■'"■■"■ 

0,.  A*.  ,r 

M.  >u 

Ml,,  a. 

D./i.  ..,. 

Mr.  *. 

0/;-. «,. 

dm,.  .„.    mm.*. 

DM,,  a,. 

j    336,52a  37; 

463,619  77 

4     15      S 

8462; 

aiJO    16    15 

335  S7 

».M- 

67074 

30,904    5  "5 

35,658  68 

222  ,7     73,96=     ., 

820  19  23       947  33 

'       " 

I     18     19 

2  234 

-  =3 

^ 

7,892    5; 

7,894  56  4,635  2644,500  30 

M."35   56 

fog/left  Qfiu,  April  24/A,  1 800. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  J&jjfc, 


SUMMARY  STATEMENT  exhibiting  the  value  of  the  Coins  made  at  the  Mint ; 
the  amount  of  difburfements  on  account  of  that  eftablifhment ;  the  amount  allowed 
for  waftage ;  the  amount  retained  of  depofits  ;  and  the  amount  gained  on  the  coin- 
age of  copper. 


Value  of  gold  coins  made  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  from  the  1 8th  of  July  1794,  to 
the  30th  of  June  1798,  per  former  ftatement  marked  D,  - 

Ditto  of  filver  coins,  made  during  the  fame  period,  per  fame  ftatement, 

Ditto  of  gold  coins,  made  from  the  ift  of  July  1798,  to  the  30th  of  June  1799,  per  ftate- 
ment marked  D,  now  tranfmitted,  ------ 

Ditto  of  filver  coins,  made  during  the  fame  period,  per  fame  ftatement, 

Total  value  of  gold  and  filver  coins  made  at  the  Mint  to  June  30,   1799, 

Ditto  of  copper  coins,  made  from  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Mint  to  the  31ft  of  December 
1799,  per  ftatement  marked  C,  now  tranfmitted,  viz. 

Amount  paid  to  the  Treafurer  of  the  United  States, 

Ditto  on  hand,  -._.--- 


Total  value  of  gold  and  fih 
coins  made  to  the  31ft 


i  made  to  the  30th  of  June,  and  of  copper 


462,535 
7°9>558  75 


,6'3»5'8  75 


50,111  42 
,663,630  17 


Amount  of  difburfements  on  account  of  the  Mint  eftablifhment,  from  its  inftitution  to  the 

31ft  of  December  1797,  per  former  ftatement  marked  B,  -  -  - 

Ditto         ditto         for  the  year  1798,  per  ftatement  marked  A,  now  tranfmitted, 
Ditto         ditto         for  the  year  1799,  per  ftatement  marked  B,  now  tranfmitted, 

Total  amount  of  difburfements  to  the  31ft  of  December  1799, 

Amount  of  waftage  in  the  coinage  of  gold,  from  the  18th  of  July  1794,  to  the  30th  of  June 
1798,  per  former  ftatement  marked  D,  ----- 

Ditto  in  the  coinage  of  filver,  during  the  fame  period,  per  fame  ftatement, 

Ditto  in  the  coinage  of  gold,  from  the  ift  of  July  1798,  to  the  30th  of  June  1799, 

per  ftatement  marked  D,  now  tranfmitted,  ..... 

Ditto  in  the  coinage  of  filver,  during  the  fame  period,  per  fame  ftatement, 

Total  amount  allowed  for  waftage  to  the  30th  of  June  J  799, 

Total  amount  of  waftage  to  the  30th  of  June,  and  of  difburfements  to  the 
31ft  of  December  1799,  - 


Deduft  the  following  fums,  viz. 

Amount  retained  of  depofits  to  the  30th  of  June  1799,  agreeably  to  the  accompts  of  the 

Mint  adjufted  at  the  Treafury,  -  -  ...  1,446  86 

Amount  gained  on  the  coinage  of  copper,  from  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Mint  to  the  31ft  of 

December  1799,  per  ftatement  marked  C,  now  tranfmitted,  ...  17,725  69 


l5^95  59 
3 ',367  5° 
37,293   10 


223,356  19 

1,127  45t 
3>945  99 

84  62-i 
-  335  57 

5,493  64 

228,849  83 


Leaves  this  fum  as  a  net  charge  on  the  coinage  of  bullion  to  the  30th  of  June,  and 
on  the  coinage  of  copper  to  the  31ft  of  December  1799 — exclufive  of  the  fum 
of  2,253  dollars  and  40  cents,  paid  to  John  Vaughan,  under  an  a£t  of  Con- 
grefs  of  the  nth  of  February  1800,  being  the  amount  allowed  him  for  the 
difference  on  filver  bullion,  deposited  by  him  at  the  Mint  for  coinage  previous 
to  the  month  of  December  1795,        ..... 


